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SELECTION OF NEWS APPERED ON OUR WEB SITE

15th – 31st March 2008 
General House - 28/03/2008

«Marist Notebooks» n° 24 
Meeting of the Marist Branches regarding Patrimony 
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Marist Notebooks, issue nº 24, was recently released by the printer. The issue contains important news, various research studies and documents, and the Minutes of a meeting held for the four Marist branches. The meeting took place on June 24, 2006; the topic was Marist Patrimony. Brother Pedro Herreros, General Councilor, and the Patrimony Committee members had invited the major superiors of the other Marist branches to the meeting held at the Rome-based Generalate of the Marist Brothers. The principal goal of the meeting was to share information concerning the present state of patrimony research in each of the Marist branches; a second goal was to share information about the formation of those who will conduct patrimony research in the future. 

Father Kevin Mowbray explained the present state of patrimony research among the Marist Fathers, a work in which about twenty Fathers are involved. As to the contemporary research among the Marist Sisters (S.M.) and the Marist Missionary Sisters (S.M.S.M.), Sister Vivienne, S.M., explained the direction which the two communities have followed, receiving help along the way from the Brothers and the Marist Fathers. For his part, Brother André Lanfrey reported on the present situation of Marist Brothers’ research. He made reference to research projects conducted over the past ten years, many of the projects appearing in “Marist Notebooks”.

At the meeting Brother Andrey Lanfrey reported on the status of his research about the suitability of using the expression «Society of Mary of the Hermitage”. Among other comments, he stated that, “positing the hypothesis of a Society of Mary of the Hermitage, having as it does a solid historical and intellectual basis, I must admit that the Brothers would fully understand their reality only within the framework of a utopian and mystical matrix going well beyond the Hermitage framework. If there be a Society of Mary of the Hermitage, it could be understood as solely one focal point of a single Society of Mary.” In issue nº 24 of Marist Notebooks the author’s reflections on the topic are set forth at length. 

Australia - 26/03/2008

Province and District Secretaries meeting Asia-Pacific in Sydney from with the Secretary General 
To support the Provincial and his Council in their mission 
[image: image3.jpg]


The Province and District Secretaries from the Asia-Pacific Region gathered in Sydney from March 10th – 13th to meet with the Secretary General (Br Jean Ronzon) and to be briefed on The Manual for Province Secretaries and the revised Vademecum. Gathered were Jean Ronzon fms; Gelyn Ninofranco (East Asia); Bryan Davis fms (Melanesia); Justin Guthrie fms (Melbourne); Patrick Bignell fms (New Zealand); Kande Sudarshana (South Asia); and Anthony Robinson fms (Sydney).

For the first time the Institute has spelt out the role of the Province Secretary and put in place the Manual that outlines our role. We delighted in being able to network with each other, to share our experiences and to meet with the Secretary General regarding the details of the Manual.

There was great harmony in the group and we emerged from the meetings energised and ready to move forward. We have established a network that will help each of us into the future. There is no doubt that these meetings will result in a greater consistency with the documentation and procedures across the Asia-Pacific Region.

We took advantage of the occasion to write a letter to our Provincials. In that letter part of it read as follows:

At present the way in which Province Secretaries work varies significantly from place to place and in some aspects that will always be the case. Still, we are grateful that a vision for the role has been put in place.
We noted the apostolic dimension of the role and this lifts the position out of being ‘just a job’. There is also the emphasis on the Province Secretary being there to support the Provincial and his Council in their mission. This we are pleased to be able to do as it then frees you and the members of the Council for your other pastoral and missionary tasks.
Thanks for all you do and be assured of our support as you continue to lead the unfolding of the Marist mission in your Administrative Unit. 
Thanks too, to the General Council for taking this initiative. 

General House - 23/03/2008

Seán D. Sammon, FMS 
Easter message 2008 
Did you ever wonder what was in the heart and mind of Mary of Nazareth on that first Easter Sunday morning, her thoughts and feelings as the events of a very harrowing week in history finally came to fruition? Surely her role and perspective as the Mother of Jesus hold a lesson for each of us gathered here this evening. And not only a lesson, but also hopefully some suggestions about a course of action that we can take to implement the powerful message found in this feast. 

To begin with, the Pascal pilgrimage of Jesus Christ redefined forever the meaning of membership within the community of disciples. And it did so by challenging those who made up the famously clannish world of ancient Palestine, as well as you and me today, to put aside conventional understandings about tribe and kin, to embraced men and women as equals, and to tear down the walls that others may have constructed between Gentile and Jew, rich and poor, sinner and saint. Furthermore, death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord should move us all to proclaim a new law alive in our hearts. Henceforth, loving and acting on behalf of the reign of God and not simply blood ties would be required to claim membership among the community of faith. 

Early on in his public ministry we learn about the concern that Mary carried for her son and his safety. The evangelist Mark tells us that so deep was her worry that she and the brothers of Jesus set out to find and seize the Lord and to bring him home. Mary had good reason to be concerned. After all, her son was roaming throughout the countryside preaching and teaching and creating unrest. In so doing, he placed himself and his family at risk of retaliation on the part of the Jewish authorities and occupying Roman forces. And reprisal could be severe. The historian Josephus reminds us that during the uprising that followed Herod’s death 2000 Jewish men were crucified and their families sold into slavery. 
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On finding Jesus, Mary and those with her must have felt more than a bit put off. Informed of their presence outside the place where he was preaching, he looked at those who sat about him and visually and verbally embraced them as being more authentically the family of God than those who were his blood relations. 

In time Jesus’ preaching of the Good News led to his arrest, trial and condemnation, and death. Though for centuries artists have set about to capture the inexpressible sadness of Mary at the foot of the cross, neither Mark, Matthew nor Luke mention of her presence there. John, though, places not only the mother of Jesus but also himself at Calvary and he does so for a reason: to mark the birth of a new family of faith founded on following Jesus and his gracious God. Once again Jesus is reinterpreting family in terms of discipleship. Clearly there is a link between the death of the Lord, the gift of the Spirit, and the foundation of the Christian community. Mutual love and equality among its members must mark the Church after Jesus is gone. In this regard Mary is our example: the first disciple and apostolic witness. 

Mary, though, teaches us another important Easter lesson. With the death of Jesus, she joined forever that community of women throughout history who experience the unique suffering that comes with having outlived one’s child. In making this point tonight, I cannot help but think of the mother’s of Alex, Philippe, Gaspar, Servando, Moises, Chris, and so many others. When death has come about at the hands of violence, a distinct pain lingers for many years to come. 

Crucifixion, a particularly cruel manner of killing, was reserved by the Romans for slaves and noncitizens. Jesus’ death in this manner forever linked Mary to those women who throughout history have seen the child they carried to term, bore, reared and taught, loved and cherished killed by state violence--be it in war, by execution, or in the indifference that so many of us show toward those in need. With the death of Jesus Mary joined the mothers and grandmothers of Argentina’s Plaza de Mayo who continue to demand that they be told about the fate of their loved ones who disappeared, she stands in solidarity with surviving mothers of Rwanda and Cambodia’s genocides, with those whose children die in civil war, are executed in the United States and elsewhere, who meet their end at the hand of torturers and those with little regard for human life. 

If we wish to make a difference this Easter, let us join voices with Pope Paul VI who years ago cried out “war never again,” let us work against greed that causes injustice in our societies, hopelessness and despair that gives rise to crime. Yes, let us commit ourselves to stop killing other people’s children and pray that we may become, along with them, true disciples of the Lord, members of community of faith, the new family of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Happy Easter! 

General House - 17/03/2008

The Marist Tsunami Fund and its activities - Third Year Update 
Rebuilding hope 
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The haunting images of death and destruction which dominated the media for many months following the Indian Ocean tsunami of December 2004 were once again at the forefront of everyone’s mind when news came in April 2007 of another destructive tsunami this time in the Solomon Islands.

In the early morning of April 2, 2007, near Gizo, in the Solomon Islands, an underground earthquake measuring a magnitude of 8.1 triggered a tsunami with waves reported as high as 10 meters…a very dangerous height for this country which is made up of volcanic islands and coral atolls.

When it was over, 13 villages were wiped out leaving 3,000 homeless and damages estimated in the millions. Fifty-two people were reported to have been killed and an additional sixty reported missing. Numerous aftershocks, the worst of which measured 6.2 caused many people to flee to the high ground fearing that more destructive waves would follow.

Within hours of the tsunami, word reached the General House of the destruction in Gizo and the surrounding communities. The District of Melanesia, under the sponsorship of the Province of Sydney, operates several apostolic works in the region. At Vanga Point, on Kolombangara Island is the St. Dominic’s Training School, the Vanga Teaching College and the newly constructed, St. Marcellin School. Thankfully, there was no loss of life, but the school’s wharf was destroyed and several buildings were damaged.

Sharon Attard, a Marist teacher volunteering in the Marist schools at Vanga Point, was in Gezo when the quake and tsunami struck. She wrote to her friends back home:

Here in Gizo it is hectic and I am only just hanging in there. I am yet to let out a good cry however there doesn't seem to be the time. I have spent the last few days trying to get the bishops house in order and surrounding office for the Gizo Diocese. People are coming and going to see the Bishop and the stories of death and survival are plenty.
Diarrhea is now spreading amongst the children due to poor water and, of course, malaria will start to increase as mosquito nets are few. Food is scarce as the Chinese shops have suffered greatly as well. I have walked up and down the main street many times in search of an open store. Thankfully the bread shop is in operation.
Everyone is having a rough time dealing with the shock of feeling the quake and tsunami as well as the loss of lives and homes. I think most people feel completely helpless; me included…
Initial grant to aide in relief efforts
During the days immediately following the earthquake and tsunami, Vanga Point became a rallying point for all the villages on the northern part of the island. Br. Tony Burrows and the rest of the Vanga Point community, including the students and the staff of the school found themselves organizing the relief effort for that part of the island. As an increasing number of people came to seek help at the St. Dominic Rural Training Center, it became evident that more outside help was needed.

Within days, MAPS, the Sydney Province office for solidarity under the direction of Br. Chris Wills, coordinated a campaign in the Marist schools, communities and among benefactors in Australia to raise funds to purchase food, clothing and supplies. The campaign realized $70,000 AUD of which $30,000 went for immediate relief and $40,000 was set aside for recovery efforts once the emergency passed.

Since funds were still available in the Institute’s Tsunami Fund, and since most of our sponsored recovery projects in Sri Lanka and India were completed (or nearly so), an offer to assist in the relief and recovery efforts at Vanga Point was made. The offer was followed by a formal request, and the General Council approved an initial grant (SOL 01/07) of $10,000 USD. As in Sri Lanka and India, the initial $10,000USD was meant to assist with the relief effort. Recovery projects would follow after the immediate crisis was over.

Recovery comes next: dormitory construction at St. Dominic Rural Training Center
Once the immediate crisis had passed and people felt more confident that the danger of more quakes had subsided, the brothers turned their attention to helping the people return to their homes and begin the work of recovery. The students of the training school played a very important role in this regard. Using the skills they had learned and provided with a kit of tools, they accompanied groups of people back to their villages and helped out in the repair of homes and the planting of vegetable gardens.

Meanwhile, back at the school the brothers and the staff turned their attention to repairing the damage at training center. Br. Tony Burrows summed up the situation as follows:

1.Wharf is totally collapsed.

2.Two staff houses are damaged. One is leaning over rather dramatically and cannot be used.

3.Mechanics workshop and carpentry workshop have collapsed walls.

4.Boys’ dorms have cracks in all cement walls and will need some attention.

5.Electric line across the river needs a new “bridge.”

First on the list was the rebuilding of the wharf. Without it, the transport of food and supplies will be difficult. The Royal Australian Navy has been asked to help with the demolition and removal of debris of the wharf, and Caritas Australia has indicated it’s willingness to help with the construction of a new wharf.

The school’s dormitories have become a pressing concern. A closer inspection revealed more damage than had been initially thought. A decision was made to replace them. In September, the General Council approved a grant of $88,644.12 to rebuild all six dormitories (SOL 02/07). Work has begun, but the construction of the wharf will have an impact on the September 2008 timeline set for completion of the dormitories. The General Council’s grant will help with the purchase of hardware, cement, roofing materials, steel, paint, freight, and compliance costs. The students of the technical school will be involved in the construction of the dormitories.

The work of recovery continues in the Solomon Islands.

Contributions – Disbursements 2007 (Year 3)
Contributions to the Tsunami Fund continued during 2007. An additional $860.00 was added to the fund thanks to the generosity of the Province of New Zealand.

These contributions bring the grand total raised to $1,194,230.56USD.

Disbursements from the Tsunami Fund during 2007 totaled $ 98,645.00 USD. These disbursements financed relief and recovery efforts in the Solomon Islands.

These disbursements, in addition to disbursements made in 2005 ($293,683.45) and in 2006 ($449,073.54) total, $841,401.99.

As of 14 February 2008, $325,828.57 remains in the fund. According to the funding guidelines initially approved by the General Council, this fund remains active until January 2010. At that time, the General Council will close the fund and decide the destination of any remaining funds.

Update on on-going works in Sri Lanka and India
No disbursements were made in 2007 for projects in Sri Lanka and India. The new school in Payagala, Sri Lanka has been completed. Once the crisis passed in India, our brothers there developed a Child Trauma Care Project to help children recover from the tsunami. The program includes educational and recreational activities as well as counseling and assistance to parents and families still suffering from the effects of the tsunami. The fund has helped to sustain this project for two years. A third year of funding has been requested and is under consideration.

Lessons we’ve learned and continue to learn
A natural disaster happens without warning, and it happens quickly. Besides death and destruction, survivors find themselves dealing with a variety of emotions including confusion, shock, fear, despair and grief over the loss of family members, friend, property, livelihood and life as they once know it.

Responding to an emergency in an appropriate and effective manner can be a difficult task to accomplish given the extent of the emergency, the need to act quickly, and the available resources. No one agency or individual is equipped to deal with the demands and attention required by crisis survivors. Communications, networks of professionals and agencies, and adequate financial resources are needed when reacting to an emergency. Planning for emergencies should be focused in these areas. 

The aid response we can give in crisis situations can be looked at as coming in two phases. First, we can assist with relief efforts…helping people with the essentials of survival: food and water, medical attention, clothing and shelter. Once the emergency passes, we can assist with recovery efforts…helping with repairs and rebuilding efforts so that a sense of normalcy can return and people can get on with their lives. When a crisis occurs, there is an initial outpouring of resources coming from all sectors of society. Once the crisis has passed and aids agencies leave the area, on-going recovery can be uneven and sporadic. People will, “fall through the cracks.”

When we review our response to each of the emergencies, we find that we responded more quickly the second time. When the tsunami of 2004 hit the countries bordering the Indian Ocean, we were not prepared. It took time to launch a fundraising campaign and to establish an identifiable fund. We had to establish guidelines and procedures for disbursing grants from that fund. In essence we learned what to do as we dealt with each new challenge.

Our hard work and learning paid off. When the tsunami of 2007 hit the Solomon Islands, we were no less surprised, but we were better prepared to respond. We had an established fund with adequate resources available. We had guidelines and procedures to disburse funds. We had good communications. We had some experience dealing with previous emergencies. These factors helped us to remain confident and focused on dealing with the crisis.

Final word of thanks
This concludes Rebuilding Hope: Third Year Report. Again we express our sincere thanks to all who have made this fund possible. Three years have now passed. When the second quake and tsunami happened in April 2007, in the Solomon Islands, we were ready. That readiness to respond was due to your generosity which created this fund after the Indian Ocean tsunami of 2005. We thank you for your generosity

General House - 15/03/2008

Institute website celebrates landmark 
A thousand Marist messages 
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The Institute’s Communications Office is found on the second floor of the Generalate. Every morning the Office’s work gets under way with the aim of publishing a recent news item about the Institute. Today’s news is that we have now reached the one thousandth edition of the news service. 

We are really delighted to have reached this landmark. Day after day, we of the Communications Office open the windows of web news so that each one of our readers can know something about the Marist world. Starting from this panoramic perspective, we have made our way down the pathways of the planet listening to the heartbeat of various Administrative Units spread over the Marist universe. In such a news gathering effort the first focus is upon the General Administration, since the website is at the service of the Superior General and his Council. The news content, therefore, is basically an echo of Institute activities flowing from the General Chapter invitations and from the different ways in which the General Council’s has been responding to the invitations 

Since April 16, 2004, the opening day of the Institute website when the news concerned the tenth anniversary of Brother Henri Vergès death in Algeria; from that date right up to today four years have passed. Over the period of time the flow of information has kept up a continual rhythm, eventually reaching the point of being able to offer at least one bit of Marist news each day. On some days, the website has published two or even three news reports. The information flow has been in function of the Institute’s own activities. In addition, however, the flow of news has been made possible by the key work of translators who on certain occasion have had to make extraordinary efforts in order to produce the news reports on time. One must not forget that our website is offered in four languages. You see then how a major part of our news service is dependent on the translators’ work. 

Thanks to computer data, we can see that the official web page has a group of regular, dependable readers whose numbers are gradually increasing. At times the number of pages read shoots up markedly. The most recent statistics (February 2008) report that the number of pages consulted by our readers in a single day reached 8000. 

[image: image7.png]The fact that the web page is being well received is due not only to the news content, even if that is the aspect to which we now give major attention. The favorable reception is due also to the content of the website, encouraging us to maintain a high quality communication service. One of the concerns of those who are responsible for the web pages is to stamp them with a high-level technical quality and to stay up to date with the technology. 

As a consequence, certain initiatives have been taken. For example, the « website plan » is being set up, by which the viewer may see at a glance the “topics” and the “navigation system” needed to find various useful topics in the website. Topics of that kind may remain unknown to those who are not familiar with the technology. Another development springs from the abundance of material in the worldwide web, the consequence of which is that the storage system of the Publications’ server has reached its limit. Even if we had originally anticipated storage needs of a certain amplitude, we have been required to purchase a new server with much greater storage capacity. 

We are grateful for the expressions of gratitude which have been sent by those who use our website. We thank them for the interest and fidelity that have exhibited and for the numerous congratulations which have reached us in various ways as to the quality of services which the Marist Website is offering. 
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