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Opening new, as well as unexplored paths

VIth Chapter of the Province of L'Hermitage

F

rom 18 to 22 July 2019,the house of Notre-Dame de
L'Hermitage, France, was the setting for the VIth Provincial
Chapter of the Marists of France, Catalonia, Greece, Hungary and Algeria. The Chapter, which meets periodically every
three years, on this occasion brought together 49 brothers, two
laywomen: Imma Amadeo and Michèle Ragni, and two laymen:
Pep Buetas and Dani Farràs, to evaluate the present, to open
horizons for the future and to choose a team which, around
the Brother Provincial, can energise with vitality the evangelising mission and generate values of humanity. The house of
L'Hermitage, watered by the river Gier, invites us to drink from
its waters the spirituality of Marcellin Champagnat, who built
it with the help of the first brothers. We were able to enjoy the
company of Brothers Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, and
of two General Councillors, Ben Consigli and Joâo Carlos do
Prado, all three of whom came from Rome.

A look at reality
Before planning a new trip, it is essential to know the starting
point. The reports of the Provincial Council and the Finance
Council fulfilthis function. They indicate how far we have come
at the end of this three-year period. Transparency and clarity in
providing data. Opportunity to become aware of the situation.
Possibility of sighting new objectives.
Provincial Forum
The Marist Province of L'Hermitage has many schools, social
works and spirituality centres. It is enriched by youth movements, fraternities, life and pastoral groups, men and women's
volunteers... Hundreds of lay men and women are committed
to the shared mission. Thousands of recipients receive the
warmth of their educational action. Marists of Champagnat is
the expression that brings together so many people who share

general administration
■ From July 29 to August 3 Br Oscar Martin, General Councillor, is leading the retreat for the District of West Africa in
Ivory Coast.
■ General Councillors, Brothers Ken McDonald and João Carlos do Prado, will be visiting the Province of Central America
until August 20.

■ Br. Valdícer Fachi, Director of the Department of Cmi, is
visiting the centres of the Fratelli Project in Lebanon.
■ After their visit to the Province of East Asia, Brothers
Libardo Garzón (Econome General) and Carlos Alberto Rojas
(Secretariat of Education and Evangelisation) will visit the
District of Melanesia until August 15.
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life and imagine a better future. The Provincial Forum was a
choral symphony with many voices from so many different
backgrounds. During this academic year, activities have been
generated in five stages up to the point of formulating thirteen
recommendations that have been addressed by the Provincial
Chapter. All of us, in the same boat, towards a horizon of hope.
Organisational aspects
Religious life today is experiencing great challenges. It is
necessary to update the ways of facing reality, of organizing
oneself according to the life one wants to live, of responding
to the new questions that each epoch raises. Instruments for
living together at the service of a simple and fraternal life.
The power of the Gospel
It might seem that the Provincial Chapter resembles an enterprise with no other dimension. The source of motivation lies in
listening to the Word of God, in community and personal prayer,
in immersing oneself in the mystery of the Spirit expressed in
love, in sharing the Eucharist, in the Marian values of the Marist
style. If the charism is not the soul of the Marist institutions, all
the projects dreamed of would be useless. This is the key to
interpretation, which gives meaning to life and mission.

Protection of minors
The protection of minors, in all its aspects, becomes an unquestionable priority. The rights of children and young people
are not negotiable. Committed to the Church and society, the
Marist Institution shows its priority in favour of the victims. The
Marist Province of L'Hermitage has improved all its protection
systems and works to achieve excellence in the empowerment
of its students and educational targets.
Provincial Council
Every project needs a team of committed people to carry it out.
In this sense, each Provincial Chapter culminates in the election
of councillors. Brother Pere Ferré has been appointed Provincial
by the General Council for a new three-year period 2019-2022.
The capitulants elected their team, made up of Brothers Xavier
Giné, Mateos Levantinos, Michel Morel, Jaume Parés, Ramon
Rúbies and Gabriel Villa-Real. All of them know that they have
the confidence of their brothers.
Only from here and now can decisive steps be taken and new
paths opened. If they are new, they are often unexplored. The
Chapter believes it is possible. Deep convictions and deeply
lived commitments. Without being carried away by fear. With
joy in our hearts.

El Salvador: Animate, promote and accompany

Meeting of Animators of Fraternities of the CMMF

T

he animators of the fraternities of the
Champagnat Movement of the Marist
Family (CMMF) of El Salvador participated, on July 21, in a workshop organized
by the Lay Commission of the Province, in
Santa Tecla.
The meeting revolved around the following
themes: the challenges of a "Church on the
way out", a "new beginning" for the Institute,
the "process of updating the Champagnat
Movement" and the "adequate methodology"
used to deepen the new Project of life in
brotherhood.
The workshop underlined the importance of
the work of the animator, his mission and
his accompaniment of each member of the
fraternity.
The meeting allowed the participants to look with optimism
at the proposal of the new Project of Life of the CMMF, seen
as a great collective identity that invites its members to live it
and to share it. This proposal has its roots in the Gospel and
in the intentions of Saint Marcellin and the first Brothers.
As lay Marists, the challenge remained to contribute to
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institutional renewal, to continue to grow with lay maturity,
to strengthen communion with the Institute of the Brothers, to invest more in the formation of the members of the
fraternities, and to make the more than 400 members of the
Champagnat Movement the hopeful future of the Province of
Central America.
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news in brief

South America
A team met recently in Buenos Aires
to prepare a regional meeting of
Brothers between 61 and 75 to take
place in Veranópolis, Brazil, from 17
to 20 March, 2020.

Kenia: Sustainability for the Marist life and mission

Meeting of the Administrators
of the Administrative		
Units of Africa

Central Mexico
From 15 to 19 July the 14th session
of the “Diploma in Youth Ministry”
was held with participants from 17
colleges of the Province and staff
from 12 other institutions, including
some from the Province of West
Mexico and from the Marist Fathers.
The next session will take place fom
13 to 17 July, 2020.

Chile
A number of holiday camps were
held throughout July with great
enthusiasm. 261 volunteers helped
out across the country to offer the
children from many places an experience that was safe, entertaining
and educative.

Australia
Nearly 100 Marists from the 4
branches gathered at Holy Name of
Mary Church at Hunters Hill to recall
the Fourvière Pledge made by the 12
Priests/Seminarians who climbed the
hill in Lyon to the Fourvière Chapel
on 23 July 1816.

East Asia
The first meeting of the new
Provincial Council was held in Sibu,
Malaysia on July 2-5, 2019. Br.
Dominador Santiago, Provincial,
and the four councilors worked on
a strategic plan, discussing the
programs of the province for the
next three years.

T

he meeting of the Provincial and District Administrators of Africa took place in
Nairobi from the 8th to the 11th of July.
The main objectives of the meeting were:
• To share our life and mission as Administrators of the Administrative Units.
• To share the strategic plan of the General Administration, especially the different
initiatives of the Econome General and their implications for the region of Africa.
• To share the experience of implementation in each administrative unit of the
project of sustainability for Marist life and mission.
• Insertion of financial data in the Domus programme.
• To analyze the various shared projects in the region and their impact on each of
the Administrative Units.
• To launch the network of bursars in Africa.
The bursars of the various Administrative Units took part in the meeting: Camille
Sandratana (Province of Madagascar), Pascal Funsa (West Africa District), Innocent
Ndubisi (Province of Nigeria), John Bwanali (Province of South Africa), Francisco Baeza
(Province of East Central Africa). Matthew Mary Ogudu and Nicholas Banda representing MIC also took part. Finally, taking part as guests were Malisaba Straton (member
of the Finance Committee of MIC and MIUC), Adrienne Egbers (member of the International Council for Economic Affairs) and Libardo Garzón (Econome General).
Brothers Francisco Baeza and John Bwanali were elected as coordinators of the Network of African Bursars. It was very important and enriching to highlight the aspects in
which progress is being made, in the different challenges in each of the Administrative
Units, as well as in the region.
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marist world

Australia
Marist Youth Ministry Melbourne

Guatemala
Central America Marists

Hungary
Marist Brothers

Spain
Youth Ministry of the Province Ibérica

Brazil. Children ministry in the Province		
Brasil Sul-Amazônia

Mexico
Hermano Mike’s English Class

Evangelizing through Education

Induction of new executives in Western Mexico

N

ew Marist directors, who will begin during
the next school year (2019-2020) in the
province, met from 12 to 16 July in Spacio
La Valla, Zapopan (Jalisco).
At the event, where 9 academic coordinators and
7 lay directors from 11 institutions of the Province
participated, the document "Evangelising through
Education" was considered as a frame of reference.
According to the Mission Council Team of the
Province of Western Mexico, the meeting had four
objectives:
To deepen Marist identity.
To acquire useful elements to get to know and
understand the global and provincial reality of the
Marist mission.
To obtain tools and skills for the accompaniment of
teams and individuals.
To develop the capacity to lead processes of management, change and innovation in their respective
institutions.
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Kenia: Animation will require the participation of the African AU leaders

Conference of Superiors of the African Continent

T

he Conference of Superiors of
the African Continent (CSAC) had
its second meeting of the year
at the MIC Scholasticate in Nairobi,
Kenya, from 8th to 12th July, 2019. This
meeting brought together the five African
Administrative Unit’s (AU) leaders, the
Superior of the MIC community and the
General Councilors who are the link of
the General Administration to the African
Region, namely Brothers Óscar Martín
and Ken McDonald.
During the meeting, the CSAC had an
opportunity to exchange views with members of two commissions created by the
CSAC, namely the Finance commission
and the African Mission Commission.
The Finance Commission reported to
the CSAC on financial issues of the two
Institutions: the MIC community and the
Marist International University College
(MIUC). This commission helps the
CSAC to take decisions on important
financial matters. Their work includes
also proposal of the 2019-2020 budgets
for approval by the Administrative Units
Leaders.
The African Mission Commission is a
technical team mandated by the CSAC
to reflect, to support and to implement
initiatives regarding Marist life and
Mission in Africa. Its members reported

to the CSAC the commission’s initiatives
regarding Mission, namely: Children’s
rights and safeguarding, Marist Youth
Ministry (MYM), Leadership Formation,
Vocation Ministry and Formation and
Communication. The AMC submitted
their work to the CSAC and requested
the approval of the initiatives related
to each topic. The African AU leaders
encouraged the AMC initiatives and gave
them full support.
During this second yearly meeting, the
CSAC had also the opportunity to continue the reflection on how to offer the
best formation to our African Brothers in
formation, assuring that Marist values
are present and lived. The link councilors also helped the AU leaders reflect
and share on the suggested model of
animation and accompaniment that the
General Administration is offering to the
region: links to the General Council, Sec-

retariats, meetings, ways and means of
communication, etc. In a way to journey
together as a global family, giving way
to the CSAC priorities selected in its
previous meeting.
In the near future, it is contemplated
that this animation and time of discernment will require the participation of
the African AU leaders, together with
their respective councils, in a planned
meeting for next year. These meetings
involving the respective council members
will be conducted after few years.
Bringing together Brothers from the
different African AU’s brought an
opportunity to exchange views on how
the formation continues at our common
Scholasticate, through gatherings with
the formation team as well as with all
the brothers in formation. It is always
encouraging to be meeting a quite young
and large community of Brothers!

Usa: "Wherever we go... Today, tomorrow, together"

Brothers Retreat

F

rom 15 to 19 July, a group of 43 Brothers gathered at the
San Alfonso Retreat House in Long Branch, New Jersey for
the 2019 Brother's Retreat of the Province of the United
States.
The theme of this year's retreat was "Wherever We Go...Today,
tomorrow, together" and focused on the revised Marist Brothers
Constitutions and the Rule of Life, whose elaboration process is
in its final stage.
Br. Josep Maria Soteras, from the General Council, and Br.
Seán Sammon, former Superior General, presented the daily
retreat reflections.
30 I JULY I 2019
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Uruguay: Province of Cruz del Sur

Meeting of the School Management Team

O

n July 22nd and 23rd, at Casa San José in Montevideo, Uruguay, the School Management Team
met to work on key aspects of the Schools of the
Cruz del Sur Province, present in Argetina, Paraguay
and Uruguay.
Among the topics discussed was an update of the
Roles and Functions Manual.
Also, during this meeting, the Santa María School, the
Marist Home and the Center for Attention to Children
and Families "Little Seed" were visited.
On this occasion, Brothers Raúl Schönfeld Hergenreder (Provincial), Marcelo De Brito (Vice-Provincial),
Demetrio Espinosa and the collaborators Alicia Segura,
Ines May and María Paula Piacente participated in the
Meeting

Province of Brasil Centro-Norte

Perpetual profession of Brothers				
Fábio Soares and Dener Rodrigues

B

r. Fábio Soares, of the Province
of Brasil Centro-Norte, made his
perpetual profession in the Institute
on 20 July, in the parish of Nossa Senhora da Conceição, in Ceará-Mirim, Rio
Grande do Norte. On June 22, Brother
Dener Rodrigues, in Silvânia, Goiás, also
gave his definitive yes to the ideal of
Saint Marcellin. Brother Ataíde José de
Lima, Provincial Superior, in the name of
the Superior General, received the vows
of the two brothers.
Brother Dener discovered his vocation
to Marist life thanks to his contact with
the Marist learning institution, Padre
Lancísio, where he volunteers and cares
for vulnerable children and adolescents.
He is currently working in Salvador as an
educational advisor in the Marist College
of Patamares and as provincial advisor to
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the Champagnat Movement of the Marist
Family.
Br. Fábio discovered his vocation
through youth ministry in his parish.
Currently, he is part of the Communidad

Marista Madre Germana de Aparecida
de Goiânia. He works in the Centre for
Marist Infant Education "Divino Pai Eterno" and in the coordination of vocation
ministry in the region.
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A new way of embodyingChampagnat's mission in Uruguay

CAIF "a small seed" is a new Project		
belonging to the Marists of Montevideo

O

n July 22nd, the Marist community of Montevideo, Uruguay, opened
the doors of the CAIF Centre
"Pequeña Semilla", an establishment
that will look after 108 children under
the age of 3, in the area of the San José
house, next to the Marist Home.
The Marists, who have taken over the
management of the CAIF Children's
Centre, collected the keys on 10 July
from the Instituto Nacional del Niño y el
Adolescente Uruguayo (INAU).
CAIF, as a public project, guarantees the
protection and promotion of the rights
of children from gestation to the age of
three.
We celebrate with joy the opening of
this centre, which comes to give the
Marist community a new way of incarnating the mission bequeathed to us by

Father Champagnat, attentive to the call
of the last Chapter of the Province of
Cruz del Sur:
"We feel called to be and to promote
communities committed to their vitality...
that accompany the vital educational
processes of children, adolescents and
young people, especially those who
are excluded in different ways... who

live open to diversity as richness and
opportunity".
This presence in Marist Uruguay will
nourish the bonds with the community
next to the Marist Home.
We place in the hand of Mary, Our Good
Mother, the life of all the girls, boys, their
families and educators who will frequent
this Centre.

Italiy: Journeying as a Marist Family

Meeting of the Giugliano Fraternities

T

he Marist Fraternities of Giugliano,
in Naples (Italy), concluded their
annualjourney with a time to meet
and reflect, on Saturday 29 June, before
going on holiday.
Present at the event were representatives
of the 3 groups of fraternities, a delegation from the fraternity of Cesano Maderno
and a number of Marist Brothers from the
formation community of Manziana.
During the meeting, the Superior of the
Marist community of Giugliano, Br. Giorgio
Banaudi, gave each one of those present
the "Life Project", which indicates the
main objectives of the fraternities.
After meeting initially in the chapel of
the Institute of Giugliano, the partici-

pants reflected on the different activities
carried out in the spirit of "discovering"
the Marist face and understanding the
dynamics of the "Marist family". In the
same way, the participants worked in
groups, exchanged ideas and decided
where to begin the journey.

As part of the celebration, a new Marist
place was also inaugurated, located
between the garden and the new house
of the community.
Download PDF - Texto completo em
italiano
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Laudato si'

The Province of Australia adopts an ecological
policy to care for our “common home”

S

s part of a leadership commitment to caring for our
common home, the Australian Province has appointed
members of the Committee that will advise the Provincial Council on issues related to ecology, climate change and
sustainability.
The Provincial Council opted for the creation of a policy and
a "Laudato Sí" committee with the aim of responding to the
fifth call of XXII General Chapter and the 2015 Encyclical of
Pope Francis on the
care of our common home. In this
regard, on December 14, 2017, the
Provincial Council
approved a document that affirms
the provincial
commitment to education and action
for a more just and
sustainable world.
The new committee
responsible for
delivering on this
commitment was
named in the month
of May: Brothers
Dennis Cooper, Paul
A. Murphy, Mark
Needham, Graham Neist, Bill Selden, and Cassie Wilmot.
Speaking of the importance of Laudato Sí for the Province, Br
Peter Carroll, Provincial of Australia, said:
“In my first term, the Provincial Council was itself the
Laudato Sí Committee, and it was responsible for the
development of the Laudato Sí Policy. However, it’s
appropriate that a cross-section of Brothers is now
involved in this most important area".

The Province policy is based on one of the affirmations and
commitments of the 2018 Provincial Chapter:
“We affirm that justice and ecological sustainability are
imperatives for the survival of the earth and its people,
and for this reason: we commit to engaging Brothers in
awareness, action and advocacy, and to forming groups
to advise and lead our engagement”.
With the aim of implementing what has been said about its
ecological commitment,
the Provincial Council
in July nominated the
following possibilities:
•
deepen our
awareness of Laudato
Si and embrace its
call to live responsibly
within creation;
•
establish a Province committee, with
a Provincial Councillor
as a member, to advise
and lead our initiatives
to share best practice
within the Province;
•
ensure that
ecological practices
are implemented in our
Province centres and
Brothers’ communities;
• provide opportunities for Brothers to deepen their spirituality of creation and be inspired to increased responsible
action.
Regarding this topic, one of the calls of the XXII General Chapter asks Marists to "createan integral ecological awareness in
all our communities and different ministries, and developingpolicies at all levels of the Institute that strengthen our commitment to the care of our ‘common home’”.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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