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Building bridges

Marist District of Asia Chapter and Workshop

A

lmost 42 Members of the Marist District of Asia gathered in Phnom Penh Catholic Pastoral, Thmey – Cambodia from
9th till 16th August to participate in the Workshop and Chapter of the MDA. Br. Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General and
Brothers Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa and Josep Maria Soteras, General Councillors also attended the event.

Non-violence Communication
From 10th to 12th, Fr. Antony Pillai, from Sri Lanka, conducted
a workshop on "Non-violence Communication". Great smiling
faces of the brothers, wonderful gathering, discussion, sharing
and brotherly concern are the gift of the fraternity, which were
experienced a lot here during that days. During the workshop,

Brothers shared their experiences of community and apostolic
life in their respective mission countries.
District Chapter
The District Chapter was held from August 14-16. Br. Canísio
José Willrich has assumed the position as the new District Su-

general administration
■ The Superior General, Ernesto Sánchez, and the councillors Josep Maria Soteras and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa will
participate in the V Chapter of the Province of South Asia in
Sri Lanka, from 19 to 24 August.

■ From 23 to 25 August, in Canada, there will be preparatory
meetings for the Assembly of the Province and of the Arco Norte
Region, with the participation of the Vicar General, Luis Carlos
Gutiérrez, and the councillors Ken McDonald and João do Prado.

■ The Vicar General, Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, and Brothers
Libardo Garzón (Econome General) and Carlos Alberto Rojas
(Director of the Secretariat for Education and Evangelization)
visited the Pacific District.

■ Brothers Landelino Ortego (Norandina) and Afonso Levis
(Brasil Centro-Sul) are at the General House preparing the ongoing formation course "Amanecer" for brothers of the Third
Age, which will take place in September and October.
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perior. The Vicar General and the Councillors present, on behalf
of the General Administration, thanked Brother Juan Castro,
leader of the District since 2013.
The 3rd MDA Chapter with the theme "building bridges" stresses on three main priorities: Community life, Formation of the
young Brothers and Sustainability projects.
Four Brothers have been elected as members of the Council
and will assist Brother Canisius in leading the District: Ismael
Valls, Francis Attah, Francisco Garcia (Paco) and Anselmo Kim.
The new Council is a mixture of five Brothers coming from four
continents: Asia, Africa, America and Europe.

México Central

Marist Youth Volunteering in Vulnerable Areas
20 young Marists, between 18 and 19 years of age, from the
"Youth for Service" project of the Province of Central Mexico,
finished their volunteer work in several Marist centers in July,
where they worked for a year, helping children, young people
and adults who live in conditions of vulnerability and poverty.
"Youth for Service" has been operating for almost 25 years
in the Central Mexico Province. This project is a volunteer
program aimed at young people from Marist schools and other
interested parties who have completed high school and who
want to live during a school year an experience of service
with people and communities sidelined in the country. It is
carried out in connection with the schools and works of Marist
insertion, and other Catholic institutions. There is a provincial
team responsible for accompanying the volunteers through the
different phases.
The 20 young people (19 from Central Mexico and one from
Western Mexico), who have just returned from their volunteer
work, were collaborating on issues related to social service in
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the following Marist works: Mission of Guadalupe (in Comitán,
Chiapas)—work with indigenous communities; Bachillerato
Champagnat de la Montaña (in Potoichán Guerrero)—work
in an indigenous school and student house; Casa del Abuelo
Maty (in Aguascalientes)—work with senior citizens; Fm4 Paso
Libre (in Guadalajara, Jalisco)—work with people in movement
(migrants and refugees); Fundación Quinta Carmelita (in Mexico
City)—works with children in the process of protection against
domestic violence; Residencia Infantil San Vicente (in Mexico
City)—work with children with mental and physical disabilities.
Very soon, 30 more young people, 18 years old, will begin their
experience in the service of others. Most of them are former
students of different Marist baccalaureates from Central Mexico.
This year, in addition to the six Marist centers mentioned
above, the new volunteers will be able to collaborate in three
more institutions: Ayuda Solidaria AC (Mexico City)—work
with orphan girls; San Miguel el Progreso (state of Guerrero)—support for educational work in an indigenous community;
Bachilleratos San José el Paraíso and Quiegolani (in the state
of Oaxaca)—support for educational
work in indigenous communities.
The 20 young people were unanimous during the evaluation of the
last experience that in addition to
the services they were able to offer
to the beneficiaries of these projects, they also came out winning,
because they learned, matured and
obtained an enriching life experience, which will make them live their
university and professional experience, always taking into account the
most needy.
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Cameroon, Cote d’Ivoire

Annual Retreats of the Marist District of West

T

he Annual retreats of the
District of West Africa, this
year, took place from 21 – 28
July 2019, in Yaoundé (Cameroon),
and 28 – 04 August 2019 in Divo
(Cote d’Ivoire). Brothers from Chad
and Cameroon came together at the
National Episcopal Conference Centre
in Yaoundé while Brothers from
Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia met
together at the Neo Catechumenal
Centre in Divo, near Abidjan. Rev
Father Zephyrinus Mbuh (the Assistant National Education Secretary)
was the facilitator at the Episcopal
Conference Centre in Yaoundé. The
theme for that retreat is, ‘Attaining
Happiness through focusing on my
Vocation’.
Br Oscar Martins (General Councillor)
was the facilitator of the retreat at
Divo, Cote d’Ivoire. The theme for this
second retreat is ‘Community Living in
the light of the New Beginning’. Br Os-

car took us through various topics including: the calls of the 22nd General Chapter
putting emphasises on our Vocation as Brothers, Marist leadership and relationships among Brothers, A New Marist Community open to God – Our Spirituality as
Marist Brothers, The six important ‘Tables’ required in a Marist Community, the
Plan for Community Living, a glimpse of the New Constitutions and a synthesis
of the five days. The Brothers were very happy about the choice of topic for the
retreat. It was very helpful to the Brothers as they said it will help them to live a
new kind of family spirit in the coming year.
At the end of the retreat three Brothers: Joseph Asante, Aristide Yao and Paulin
Tuo renewed their vows and recommitted themselves to the Marist mission of
making Jesus known and loved among marginalised children and young people.

Argentina

Meeting of the Brothers of Cruz del Sur

B

etween August 1 and 3, under
the protection of our Good
Mother of Luján, the meeting

of the Brothers, from 60 to 74 years of
age, took place in a climate of fruitful
fraternity.

These Meetings offer a very rich space
to exchange vital experiences, to activate the memory of the heart by evoking
the stretches of the shared journey and
to create a space of generous listening
to the concerns and expectations they
pass through as a generation.
The living together, articulated from the
themes that are of interest to those who
pass through this vital time, was joyfully
extended over three days of dialogue,
reflection, sharing and prayer in order
to continue growing in the awareness of
the gift received.
22 I AUGUST I 2019
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marist world
Cuba
Holguin Lavalla200> community

Uruguay
Marist Youth Ministry, Montevideu

France
Marists from Granada in l'Hermitage

General House
Candidates for the Internationals communities

United States
Brothers from Laredo & Brownsville

Romania
Bucarest, Case ale Sperantei

Syria

Letter from Aleppo N. 36 - Blue Marists

I

n July, it is usually very hot in Aleppo. It is the month when a
lot of young peo-ple used to participate in camps outside of
the city. There were daily departures of groups of campers
toward vacation destinations. Some used to go to the mountains like Kessab, others to Marmarita or to Machta el Helou in
the Valley of Christians. Those who know these areas of Syria
know that there are often children and young people roaming
the roads of the villages,
some walking around
and others camping. This
summer, and for the last
two years, these roads,
which had been deserted for the prior 5 years
because of the war, have
seen the young people
come back and in large
numbers. There are other
places that are still off limit
for them to go to: the christian villages of the province of Idleb
as Knayeh, Yacoubieh and Ghassanieh where only a small, very
small Chris-tians community remains.
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Still great tension in Syria
Even though a good part of the country has been liberated, and
the media only speaks from time to time of Syria, there are
still hotbeds of great tension like the province of Idleb and the
north-east of the country.
The Syrian army is fighting
to liberate Idleb, a province
held by al Nosra.
Can we hope that one day
soon all of these regions
can be liberated? We wish
for all the occupied territories to return under Syrian
sovereignty.
In the meantime, we are
suffering from the consequences of an embargo and from the western sanctions
that are preventing the reconstruction of the country and the
economic recovery.
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The Syrians are becoming more impoverished. The buying
power is diminishing.
I think of this man, who is older than 75 years, a former Marist
student, who finds himself without any economic resources:
“The few savings I had, have been depleted. I don’t have anything left. I was not poor. I used to make a living. I raised my
middle-class family with dignity. Now I am poor!”.

The Heroes of Silence

Poor… poverty… Misery… not to eat enough… not to find a
job… the people, who have suffered the atrocities of the war,
continue to pay the price for resisting and wanting to stay.
While listening to the people, many believe that they have made
the wrong choice by not leaving; especially, when relatives or
friends, who have emigrated and managed to adapt in the other
countries, describe their sit-uation.
And it is not over: on the horizon, the fear of a possible war
that could ignite the entire region of the middle east persists
endlessly.

Almost 3 years after the end of the fighting in the city of Aleppo, our mission is more and more relevant. To be at the service
of the population, especially the most vulnerable people.

Two months ago, the program "Pueblo de Dios" of the Spanish
television presented in two stages the action and the mission of
the Blue Marists. The television crew had spent a week with us.
The first show was entitled "The Heroes of Silence”.
Are we really "Heroes"? What silence is it?

We continue to help the displaced. We pay rents for hundreds
of families who were unable to return to their homes.
We help to the extent of our means to treat for free the poorest
in the best hos-pitals in the city.
Our adult education center, MIT, continues to provide sessions
of training, learn-ing and psychological support.
In order to create work opportunities and encourage young
people to remain in the country, the Micro-Projects program
continues to train dozens of young people on "How to launch
their own micro-project" and to financially support micro-projects that our jury selects.

Aleppo wants to be reborn
Some neighborhoods of Aleppo continue to be the target of
bomb shells that often result in civilians victims. And despite
this, Aleppo wants to be reborn from its ashes. Its inhabitants
do everything they can to get out of their misery, to "Choose
life". It's not always easy. We often meet mothers of families
who are widowed, divorced or who have no news of their
missing husbands. They have 3 or 4 children. The war has
passed into their homes. It did not only force them to move so
many times and live in neighborhoods they did not know, with
people who are not theirs, but it also has forced them to live in
the greatest misery. I do not want to draw up a black list of the
dramas, but it is a terrible reality.

The school year of the educational projects for children aged 3
to 7 (Learning to Grow and I Want to Learn) is over, and some
summer activities have been orga-nized during the months of
June and July. Registrations for next year are an-nouncing a
growing demand that we still cannot satisfy, given the limited
space we have.

To walk in some streets of Aleppo, to see people smoking a
narguile in a cafe, to observe the appearances of a normal life
... All this is real. Even an alley of the souks of Aleppo has been
completely restored… It has a new look while keeping the
old style ...But there is still much to do, especially to redo the
man, redo the community, redo the belonging and citizenship.
It remains to teach values: open to the other, different, and to
respect him, to peacefully resolve the differences, and to move
toward the most deprived…
22 I AUGUST I 2019
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Camp of displaced "SHAHBA"

expand the space of our tent to accommodate other children
and young people for more and more advanced psychological
support.
Several friends came to spend time with us. They took part in
many educational activities: Soumaya Hallak for music, Diane
Antakli from the Baroudeurs de l’Espoir for sports and Veronica
Hurtubia for a 2nd session of resilience training.
The training and development meetings for women are very
successful.

We continue to animate the camp of displaced "SHAHBA" 25
kilometers from Aleppo. We go there several times a week to
take charge of educating the chil-dren and adolescents, the
accompaniment of the mothers and the distribution of food and
hygiene products. Recently, we started a medical program with
regular visit of a gynecologist and an internist and a free supply
of necessary medicines.

"Drop of Milk" continues to serve 3,000 children who regularly
receive their monthly milk supply.
Blue Marists

The displaced young people from the camp attended vocational
training sessions for 5 months (make-up and sewing for the
girls, painting buildings and hairdress-ing for the young men).
The participants then received a certificate of attend-ance and
a working tool corresponding to the profession they learned.
We hope to continue to train young people for their future
professions.

This summer, and for the first time, we are organizing a
week-long stay in Lebanon for our entire team of Marist Blue
volunteers. Indeed, the Marist Brothers have a summer house
in Faraya (Lebanon). We will be there from August 5th un-til the
12th. It will be a time of conviviality and rest... A time of spirituality and discovery of Lebanon and, for some, a time to meet
with family members they have not been able to see for years.

Our mobile library for the camp is enriched with more and more
reading books. We encourage all children, even if they cannot
read, to borrow books. The book becomes a friend, a source
of inspiration and imagination, an opportunity to learn faster.
The library team leaders take advantage of the screen installed
in the library to do educational activities by projecting films or
offering games of the general culture.

Finally, I share with you this text of Jean d'Ormesson in his
book "An Endless Hosanna”.

At the end of Ramadan, we organized at
the camp, a big party for displaced fam-ilies, a children's fair and a distribution
of new clothes for everyone.
Heartmade, for the recycling of fabric
and clothes, will get a new look. A new
store has been rented. It is located in a
more commercial street. The decoration
will be done soon and we hope to open
around August 15th.
The team of Seeds is preparing a
new action plan for next year. We will
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The women of the project "Cut and Sew" finished the 7th
learning session. They are very satisfied.
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"Christians do not have the right to complain-besides, they do not complain. Not only
can they not be forbidden to believe in a creator God of heaven and earth, but they are
lucky to have as a model, under their eyes,
a character to whom existence and place
in our history cannot be challenged: Jesus.
At least it is allowed to admire
and love him without asking
too much about his reality.
If anyone has left a striking
trace in the minds of men, it
iszthe Christ Jesus.”
Have a good vacation and summer.
___________
Fr. Georges SABE
For the Blue Marists
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América Central

The Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family

T

he CMMF in the
Province of Central
America has
more than 350 members distributed in 30
fraternities, present in
Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Guatemala
and Puerto Rico.
In order to grow together, to communicate and to be formed, the Champagnat
Movement of the province organizes
retreats for the fraternities, formation
workshops for animators, meetings
every two years of all the fraternities
of the Province, celebration of Saint
Marcellin's Day with the communities
of brothers, walks and moments of
relaxation with the whole family.
Since last year - after receiving the Life
Project in Fraternity document - all the
fraternities have entered into a process
of renewal.
As part of this improvement, 13 cards
have been elaborated, with the objective
of promoting the deepening of the spirit
of the Project, and at the same time,
new parameters have been introduced
for the renewal of the Movement, in
tune with the process of four years.

And these are some of the achievements:
• To have a significant number of fraternities and in them lay men and women
who wish to live their lay vocation as
Marists.
• To count on the perseverance and
fidelity of the fraternities (some for 30
years).
• To achieve growth, through formative
processes, in the awareness of the
lay vocation, of spirituality and of the
Marist charism.
• To follow a path of growth and communion with the brothers.
• To live a positive process where one
becomes aware of the responsibility
of leading the Movement with more
determination on the part of the laity,
but at the same time with a new vision,
that of promoting communion with the
brothers, in a way of mutual vocational
enrichment and of a joint look towards
the future of the Marist charism.

•

•
•

•

•

Among the challenges, the following
stand out:
•
To offer formative processes that
respond to the new vision and dynamics of
the life of the Church,
of the Institute and of
the world.
To enable the animation of fraternities where responsibility, autonomy
and lay maturity grow.
To Seek ways to connect and enter into
relationship with the new generations.
To continue with formative experiences that reaffirm the three dimensions of the charism, in a vocational
key and of charismatic attachment,
in harmony with the documents of
reference of the Institute: Around the
same table, Being Marist lay and the
new Life Project in Fraternity.
To strengthen the formative dimension as a deep and systematic
process, both on a personal and
community level.
To become aware of the international
sense of the Movement and, therefore, of the need for an organizational form that favours this collective lay
Marist identity and gives it institutional consistency.

Province Brasil Sul-Amazônia: Pastoral for Children: identity, paths and senses
"Pastoral for Children: identity, paths and senses" is the name of the document that seeks to align projects and pastoral
actions directed at children from 0 to 12 years of age in the mission spaces of the Marist Network (Marist Province of Brazil
South-Amazon). The proposal consists in structuring the Pastoral Care of Children, systematizing what is already being done
and discovering new possibilities.
According to Maria Inete Rocha Maia, Pastoral Advisor of the Marist Network, the objective is to contribute to the development
of the faith of the contemporary child and to establish bases where the pastoral care of children needs an attentive look and a
conscious, organized and procedural action.
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Canada

Youth animation in Le Patro of Fort-Coulonge

I

t was in 1987 that the Marist Brothers responded to the call
of the Municipality and the parish of Fort Coulonge to animate
the young people of a small community in Outaouais, about
60 km north of Hull-Gatineau and Ottawa. Very soon, the Brothers realized that there was a lack of extracurricular activities for
young people in the region and every effort was made to create
an open environment for sports and outdoor activities.
From its modest beginnings, the "Patro" has grown over the
years into a well-organized structure offering a variety of activities. Among them is the summer camp for children from six to
pre-adolescence who are on vacation. And although there are
several water activities and fun during all seasons, the busiest
period is especially in summer.
It is coordinated by a team of young instructors and monitors
under the supervision of an administrative office completely dedicated to this mission. During the other seasons, this remains
open for families (the houses are designed for this purpose)
and groups who come to enjoy the activities which are organized here.
Spring Floods
The spring of 2019 has been a very difficult season for many
regions of Quebec due to spring floods caused by melting
snow and overflowing rivers: the Patro, located on the banks of
the Ottawa River, was not spared either ... the current changed its course, flooded the site and water more than a meter
high, invaded the facilities and damaged the office and camp

equipment. Thanks to the dedication and participation of the
local volunteers, those responsible have managed to reorganize
the entire site just in time to welcome the young people and
allow them to carry out the summer activities without too many
inconveniences.
Lay Marists
From the beginning of this work, the brothers were able to
count on the valuable support of a group of volunteers. Little by
little, the area has been improved, spaces have been equipped
for activities and recreation, and individual houses have been
built to accommodate families. The brothers have formed a
board of directors and have trained - over time - many animators to encourage the youth, so that this work can continue in
the future, even when the brothers pass the torch definitively to
the laity.

América Central

Intercommunity Meeting in El Salvador

L

ast Saturday, August 10, the second intercommunity meeting of El Salvador was
held, with the special presence of Brothers Ken McDonald and João Carlos do
Prado, General Councillors, who were currently visiting the Province of Central
America. The Marist Brothers and Sisters took part.
The meeting took place around themes of the journey of the Institute, such as the
process of the Constitutions and the Rule of Life and the implications of understanding ourselves as a global family. Hipólito Pérez, Provincial, shared with the brothers
and sisters present some decisions on the journey of the province and proposals for
continuing to energise Marist life in these beloved Central American lands.
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East Asia

Marist Volunteers Annual Gathering

T

o laud volunteers’ services in
impoverished communities, and
commission new volunteers for the
different missions in Asia and the world,
Marist Volunteers Program- East Asia
Province held the First Marist Volunteers
Annual Gathering on August 3-4, 2019,
at Malaybalay, Bukidnon, Philippines.
With the leadership of Br. Edgar R.
Ceriales, FMS, Marist Lay Volunteer
Program Coordinator of East Asia, the
event sought to contextualize the vision-mission to provide the lay people with
opportunities for the actual experience of
sharing in the mission of Jesus, of being
available to serve people on the margins.
The affair underscored the calls of 22nd
General Chapter and the dream of Br.
Dominador Santiago, FMS, Provincial
of East Asia, for a praying, caring, and
daring Province.

and Mr. Jose Leandre Valdez shared their
life-changing encounters in doing cultural
mapping and product development for
business enterprise in Malutok, Palawan;
Ms. Ella Alyssa Aguirre and Ms. Ophie
Marcelino focused on the need for the significant presence of people on the lives of
the children in Marcellin Home in General
Santos City. The activities were facilitated
by Ms. Agnes Reyes, Co-chair of the Laity
Commission-Rome.

The on-boarding activities highlighted
sharing of experiences of volunteers:
Mrs. Noemi Silva, Ms. Kimberly Camiring and Ms. Emelyn Cangrejo focused
on the importance of needs assessment
and the realities that awaited them in
Pailin, Cambodia; Mrs. Grace Balde

Also in attendance were Br. Allan de Castro, Chairman of the Mission Commission
for East Asia, who gave an overview of the
mission areas and underscored the need
for lay volunteers, and Bro. Jeffrey Guinoo
of Vocation Ministry-Philippine Sector, who
stressed the roles of the laity in the invita-

tion of the young for Marist vocation.
Bro. Valdicer Fachi, FMS, Director
for Mission International, in his video
message encouraged the volunteers,
“Becoming a volunteer demands a
responsibility, openness, availability, and
the capacity to serve. In encountering
other people, the one who gains the
most is yourself”.
Br. Ceriales, during the commissioning
and send-off liturgy of the volunteers,
said, “the children and the young people
in the margins can’t wait any longer
to experience how Jesus love them
through you”.
The preparation of new commissioned
volunteers will start soon after.
______
By: Christy Loida E. Legad

Brasil Centro-Norte

Regional Meeting of the Communities

A

Regional Meeting of Communities of the Federal District,
of the State of Goiás and of Minas Gerais (Patos de
Minas and Uberaba) of the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte took place in Brazlândia from the 2nd to the 4th of
August. Three other meetings of other regions of the Province
are planned until September.
With the theme "Fraternity and Prophecy today", the objective
of the regional meetings is to reflect on the reality of the communities in the face of the challenges of consecrated life and of

the laity today.
Brother Provincial, Brother Ataide José de Lima and Brothers
Natalino Guilherme de Souza and Maicon Donizete Silva are
attending the meetings, open to the Brothers, promoted by the
Sector of Consecrated Life and Laity.
Among the topics discussed are government, strategic
planning, economic and financial functioning, the America Sur
Region, the Provincial Treasurer, the Houses of Formation and
the Religious Organization.
22 I AUGUST I 2019
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"As Marists of Champagnat, we want to live according to Mary's heart and, like
her, bring forth the light of God. Thus we will be able 'to form homes that are a
light on the hill for those around', as the XXII General Chapter is inviting us."
Br. Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General

Weaving life 2019

A global family has been born and is strengthened

L

ast January, 140 young Marists from the four branches of
the Society of Mary, coming from the five continents, gathered in Guatemala in the days leading up to World Youth
Day to reflect and strengthen their commitment to the call to
be Mary's presence in the Church and in the world today. The
evaluation of this gathering, called "Weaving Life", was very
positive and allowed the Superiors General of the Society to
share their life, faith and mission, in a youthful environment full
of joy and dynamism.

Then, to celebrate the patroness feast day of the Marist Institute and also as a thanksgiving to all the young Marists of the
world who help to spread the charism of Saint Marcellin on
the five continents, the Secretariat for Education and Evangelisation of the Institute with the help of the Communications
Department of the General Administration present this "global
map" of young people and Marist presences where we can
get to know them, share their work and pray for their lives and
mission.
At the end of the gathering in Guatemala, the 80 young participants who were part of the branch of the Brothers decided
to continue in communication and to continue on a path of
mutual accompaniment in order to feel like a global family upon
returning to their countries. Taking advantage of the resources
of technology and through social networks, throughout this
year they have shared their lives and apostolic work. Little by
little these young Marists have woven a global Marist network
feeling part of a family that loves them, welcomes them, cares
for them and accompanies them, with affection and dedication.

This group of young Marists continues its journey with the desire to continue strengthening its bonds of fraternity, as well as
with the expectation of assuming a new project that the Institute will present to them in the coming months. For the Institute,
the time has come to say to each one of the young people of
the world: "Stand Up, Speak up and Act". We are sure that the
generosity and courage of the young people will help us to walk
with faith and confidence towards the third bicentenary of the
life of the Institute.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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