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Final text of the Rule of Life submitted for approval to the Superior General

"Wherever you go" (Ruth 1,16)

D

uring the September plenary session, the team that drafted
the Rule of Life of the Marist Brothers submitted the final
text to the Superior General for approval. On September
20, at the conclusion of the plenary session, the General Council,
having studied the text, approved it and agreed on the next steps.

On October 7, this text will be made public, in Spanish and
English, and a provisional electronic edition, without notes, will
be published for provisional use in the Administrative Units and
for translation into other languages.
The official approval of the document is scheduled for January 2,
2020 and, on that same day, it will be presented to
the whole Institute in the 4 official languages. The
paper edition will follow.
Towards the conclusion of a process
We are close to the conclusion of the process begun
in 2013. The commission in charge of revising the
Constitutions submitted to the XXII General Chapter
the proposal to have two texts that would officially
represent the Marist charism for the specific vocation of the Brother. On October 5, 2017, in Rionegro, the Chapter approved the proposal, offering
the Institute two texts, the Constitutions (with their
statutes) and the Rule of Life.
The Rule of Life was approved unanimously on the
last day of the Chapter, as a chapter document,
leaving the General Council the task of preparing
the final draft. For this work, the suggestions of the
capitulants and the work of an editorial commission
have been taken into account, giving form and unity
to a document already approved in structure and

general administration
■ Brothers Óscar Martín and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa, General Councillors, will participate, from 23 to 26 September, in
the Regional Council of South America, which is taking place
in Asunción, Paraguay.
■ On September 23rd and 24th, the FMSI Board Meeting
took place at the General House. The members who participated were: Allen Sherry (Australia), Analía María de Luján
Ruggeri (Argentina), Br. Funsa Birkem Pascal (Cameroon),
Br. Libardo Garzón (Econome General) and Maria Inmaculada
Maillo (Spain). Also present at the meeting were Brothers
Ken McDonald and Ricky Carey, president and director of

FMSI, and Brother Ángel Diego Garcia Otaola, Director of the
Solidarity Secretariat.
■ On September 26, Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, participated in the Conclusion of the Formation Period of
the Group of Candidates for International Communities at the
Hermitage, France.
■ From 26 to 28 September, Br. Josep Maria Soteras, General Councillor, will accompany the Brothers who participated
in the Sunrise Programme at the General House.
■ From 27 to 30 September, Br. Óscar Martín, General
Councillor, will visit the Province of Brasil Sul-Amazônia.
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content. The Constitutions represent an established document,
of a canonical character, which defines the religious life of the
Brothers within the Church and approved by the Holy See. On
the other hand, the Rule of Life is a capitular document, more
flexible, capable of adapting to the times, with a less formal
language, although it also forms part of the proper law of the
Institute. It is made up of three chapters: the first addresses the
vocation of the brother, the second of fraternity and the third of
mission.

Decision of the General Council - 20th September
"The General Council approves the FINAL TEXT of the Rule of
Life, with the title "Dónde tú vayas", in its Spanish version, responding to the mandate of the XXII General Chapter to finalize
the drafting of this chapter document.
The text will be released on October 7, feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary, for provisional use until the official approval of the document in the four official languages of the Institute, scheduled for
January 2, 2020."

Postulants of the District of Asia and the Province of Australia

8 postulants from Vietnam							
and India entered the Davao pre-novitiate

O

n Saturday, September 7, eight postulants from the Asia
District were received at the
Davao Formation House in
the Philippines. 5 are from
Vietnam and 3 are from India (State of West Bengal).
In their respective countries,
all of them have had two
years of Marist vocational
experience, as aspirants,
accompanied by the
brothers in charge of their
formation.
During the welcoming
ceremony, the postulants
were given the symbols that
signify the commitment they
take to carry out formation at this stage of vocational discernment.
The candidates for Marist religious life in the postulancy of
Davao follow 2 years of formation.
Currently, 21 postulants and 3 Brothers formators are members of the community: Brother Walter (Ecuador), Brother Try
(Vietnam) and Brother Francisco (Spain), Coordinator.
In the second year there are 13 postulants who continue their
vocational discernment with the help of the formation modules
developed in the FIR (Formation Institute for Religious) and in
the Marist Formation Programme.
After completing the formation programme by February 2020,
if they meet the necessary requirements to enter the Novitiate,
the postulants of the second year will be able to continue the
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Novitiate in Sri Lanka.
In this second year there are:
9 postulants from East Timor, belonging to the Marist Province
of Australia, and 4 from the District of Asia: Vietnam (1), Bangladesh (2) and Cambodia (1).
Postulants from East Timor - Province of Australia.
The postulancy in Davao, in the District of Asia, also welcomes
postulants from the Province of Australia, especially East
Timor. This year, in August, eleven new postulants from this
country entered the postulancy. However, due to lack of space
in Davao, they will do their first year in Marikina (Manila), at
MAPAC. From March next year, they will continue the second
year in Davao.
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New school year in Athens

Three government ministers were present at
the beginning of the Lycée Léonin school year

O

n September 11 the opening ceremony of the school
year was held in the large courtyard of the Marist College
of Athens, the largest and oldest in the city of Athens,
with a special blessing of the Church.
The school year, in all Greek schools, always begins with a
ritual blessing ceremony in which students, staff and parents
participate. As every year, we had the honor of welcoming to
their home the 1,400 students, accompanied by their families,
former students who wish to maintain links with the school, and
also a number of local personalities.
This celebration was exceptional and full of emotion. It was presided over by the Orthodox Bishop Georgios.

With great joy and enthusiasm, three of our former students,
now government ministers, welcomed the students and their
parents: the Minister of Health, Vassilis Kikilias, the Minister
of Digital Government, Kyriakos Pierrakakis, and Georgios
Koumoutsakos, Deputy Minister of Migration Policy. In addition,
Mr. Manolis Kalampokas, councilor of Athens, representing the
Mayor of Athens, and Mr. Bakogiannis, were present to wish
the new and returning students a successful school year.
The media were there to cover the celebration, highlighting the
large number of participants and the presence of the personalities mentioned above.
The entire Marist family gathered to place the new school year
under the protection of the Virgin Mary.
25 I SEPTEMBER I 2019
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marist world
Brazil: Cemadipe - Marist Early Childhood
Education Center Divino Pai Eterno

Spain: Board of Directors of the Federación
MarCha Compostela

Italy: General Councils of the Marist Brothers and
the Brothers of La Salle

France
Marists from Chile in La Valla

Paraguay
Movimiento Navegar - Oviedo

Colombia: Brother Formators of the Arco Norte
Region in the Novitiate of Medellín

Singapur: Viajando juntos como una familia global

A camp established to create links between
Marist schools in the Region of East Asia

W

ith the theme "Travelling together as a global family",
16 students from Marist schools in Hong Kong, Malaysia and Singapore joined Marist Student Camp 2019 in
Singapore, Flower Road, 7-11 August, to immerse themselves in
5 days of learning and reflection on their own values, the meaning of the school (Marist education) and their roles in society as a
global citizen.
This is the second school meeting organized by the Marist Education Committee of the China
Sector of the East Asia Province
after having held the first camp in
2018, together with the celebration of the bicentenary of the
Congregation.
The camp "is an experience that
gives Marist students the opportunity to learn more about being
Marist, about themselves and
about Jesus Christ in a personal
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way, and also to build a network of East Asian students from
current and former Marist schools, and to facilitate long-term collaborations at different levels," said Brother John Chong.
The Camp "Travelling together as a global family" had 5 objectives:
• To build on the East Asia student network between Marist
schools (and the former Marist school) and to facilitate collaborations at different levels in the long term.
• Develop teamwork and
reinforce practical skills among
students with various talents.
• Inspire them to pursue their
personal aspirations and perfection.
• Reinforce their responsibility
to collaborate in schools and
communities.
• Develop their awareness of
global social and cultural issues.
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Tutti Fratelli 2019

Intercongregational program						
for Community Animators

T

he Tutti Fratelli Program 2019 kicked off on September 8
at the General House of the de La Salle Brothers. There
are 60 brothers participating from 14 Congregations and
35 countries.

Brothers, was invited for two sessions. Other activities that
transpired during the first week were the orientation and introduction, presentation of each congregation and an organized
tour of Rome.

This program has five objectives, namely:

There are five Marist Brothers who are participating in the Tutti
Fratelli 2019. They are João Gutemberg (Brasil), Thegene
Kabalisa (Rwanda), Diego Anton (Venezuela), Afaese Afaese
(Samoa) and Lindley Sionosa (Philippines).

• To create a new space of intercongregationality among the
religious families participating in the "Tutti Fratelli" Group.
• To provide an opportunity for continuing formation which
includes a focus on the service of leadership and animation.
• To provide participants with tools to make changes in the
communities of Brothers in the face of
the new realities of Religious Life that
we are living with boldness.
• To deepen the identity and mission
of the religious Brother in relation to
the animation of religious and pastoral
communities.
• To strengthen the ties of the Group
"Tutti Fratelli" (Rome) with religious
Brothers from other latitudes who
encourage the communion of religious
Brothers in their place of origin.
During the first week, the main focus
was on the Identity of the Religious
Brother. For this, Br. Emili Turú,
former Superior General of the Marist

The program will run for one month, with October 5 being the
last day.
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On the Roads of San Francisco

Pilgrimage of the participants of the
"Horizons" formation program
From August 8 to October 5, 13 Brothers under the age of 45 participate in the permanent formation programme "Horizons", which
takes place in Manziana. At the beginning of the journey, they made the "Camino di San Francesco", from La Verna to Assisi. Brother
Joaquim Sperandio, one of the members of the formation community of Manziana, tells us about that experience.

W

alking the "Camino di San Francesco" is to realize that
life is an eternal pilgrimage along little-known paths,
overcoming challenges and barriers, confirming successes to achieve the proposed goals. This was the objective
proposed to the Brothers of the programme of continuous
formation "HORIZONTES". It is the first time that a group of
Marist Brothers has travelled along this road.
We crossed 108 kilometres in five days. We left La Verna, the
place where St. Francis lived for some time and where he received the grace of the stigmata. "Here one experiences God,"
said one of the Brothers.
There we were received by
the local Franciscans, and
we stayed in their Convent.
We participated in the Mass
of the Assumption with many
people and we heard from a
very communicative friar, a
spiritual explanation of this
poetic, mystical and sacred
space, nestled between
mountains and forests.
On August 16, guided by the
"T" (Tao) that indicates the
way, we left early to follow
the five stages: Pieve di Santo Stefano, San Sepolcro, Citerna (Le Burgne), Città di Castello,
Valfabrica and Assisi. Between Città di Castello and Valfabrica
(90 km), due to lack of time, we travelled by bus to Gubbio. We
would have preferred to walk the whole way.
To do the "Camino di San Francesco" is to go beyond walking.
The experience leads us to silence, to stillness, to spaces of
contemplation, to the experience of spirituality, to the appreciation of details. We receive and exchange wisdom, inner harmony and breath. It is a personal experience, but with community
environments. It was necessary to help each other, especially
on the second day, when we walked 37 km uphill and downhill. We slept in common rooms, we shared the same bottle of
water, the same food, the same aches all over our body. And
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together we went on, with our eyes fixed on the final goal.
What fantastic landscapes we can see from the top of the
mountains! We reached mountains higher than thousand metres. The nature of the Italian region called Umbria is exuberant!
It's wonderful to hear the silence in those lonely places. It was
there that Francis moulded his being and internalized his spirituality. He had reason to praise God in creatures.
Along the way we met many people. Almost all sought silence,
challenge, encounter with God in contact with nature and with
other pilgrims. The greeting among the pilgrims
synthesized what we
carried in our hearts: "Pax
et bonum!
The centres of art and
culture responded to our
curiosity. In addition to the
monastery of La Verna,
we visited the Eremo di
Cerbaiolo and the Eremo
di Montecasale (places
where St. Francis, St.
Bonaventure and St.
Anthony stayed), countless churches and ancient
castles. The works of art of famous or unknown authors have
sensitized our hearts to the good and the beautiful.
It is impossible to explain how we feel when we see from afar
the city of Assisi with its monumental basilica at the top of the
hill. The heart beat faster and the sore feet hurried. On August
20, around noon, we arrived at the Sanctuary of St. Francis.
There we arrived with a grateful heart, confirmed in faith, in
spirituality and strengthened in character. And with a spontaneous prayer, we joined the thousands of tourists to praise
God. Afterwards, we received the certificate for those who
overcame the challenge of walking the Camino di San Francesco. "Pax ed bonum" is what we felt at that moment.
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Peru: Region of South America

Meeting of the Network of Schools strengthens
the development of regional projects

T

he South America Region School Network team met in
Lima, Peru, on the last week of August. The objective
of the meeting was to develop a model for the regional
initiative, based on the Strategic Plan of the Region, from the
construction of a contribution map with projects that will be
linked to the objectives of the plan.

news in brief

One of the points analyzed was the benchmark study to know
the models of organization and management of the local
networks and educational sectors of the five Administrative
Units that make up the Region. In this perspective, the team
learned about the educational model of the Peruvian Educational Sector, visiting a public school and a private school. For
Brother Vanderlei dos Santos, coordinator of the Network of
Schools, this was an opportunity to learn about the work of
local networks and
West Central Europe
can shed light on
The 2019 Marist leadership meetthe construction of
ing with young people from Ireland
the South Ameri(Moyle Park College, Marian College,
can Region. "We
Marist College Athlone) and Scotland
were all delighted
(St Joseph’s College Dumfries, St
with the quality of
John’s RC HS Dundee, St Mungo’s
the Marist educaAcademy Glasgow) took place at the
tional offer in the
Hermitage, France, from 12 to 15
public school EIP
September.
Santa María de los

Andes and Champagnat School in Lima", said the coordinator. Before concluding, he added: "We saw the leaders
concerned with the challenges and opportunities for an
innovative education that is consistent with Marist educational
and pastoral principles. We also glimpsed the art, the colours
of the streets, the fairs and the exhibitions materialized in the
work of Peruvian students.
Methodological route and next steps
For the methodological path of the formation of the Network
of Schools, three phases were outlined: purpose, model and
strategy. Depending on the progress of the meeting, the team
of the Network of Schools will elaborate the terms of opening
of the three priority projects: Management of Knowledge ,
Centres for Training and Principles of Constitution of the
Network, which will be submitted for approval to the Regional
Assembly, to be held in Bolivia in April 2020.
About the Network of Schools
The initiative consists of the formation of a Regional Education Team to define the steps and positions of the schools
in the Region related to the market perspective, teamwork,
exchanges, innovation and quality of the academic offer. The
concept of network tries to understand how and in what moments and fronts a joint action will be possible to strengthen
the Marist units.

Fratelli Project
On September 29, the Spanish
television network TVE will dedicate
the Programme ‘People of God’
to the work of the Marist Brothers
and the De La Salle Brothers in
Lebanon with the refugees from the
war in Syria. The new report, under
the title “FRATELLI, MORE THAN
BROTHERS”, is promoted by SED,
in Spain.

New Zealand
Brother Pat Hill celebrated 60 years
of Marist religious life, along with
Brothers John Koorey, Mark Chamberlain and Peter Horide in Auckland
at Sacred Heart College.
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A Place of Mercy and Hope

Infant and Child Care Center in Addo

T

he Place of Mercy and Hope opened its newest project, a Baby and Toddler Care centre in July 2019. The
Centre, sponsored by Cape Span, a long-time supporter,
has capacity for caring for over twenty children (age’s 0-3
years) allowing parents to continue their daily work on orange
farms knowing their children are in a safe and caring environment.

There are many disadvantaged people living in Addo in informal
as well as planned settlements. For the past 13 years, Marist
Mercy Care has been helping the people of these communities
through a day care and a pre-school that educates 160 disadvantaged children, as well as a soup kitchen that distributes food
to 400 children and adults weekly. It also runs a clinic for the sick
and dying and provides information courses to 300 people.

The Place of Mercy and Hope, under the banner Marist Mercy
Care, is known for its mission helping the poor in the Sunday’s
River Valley, Eastern Cape, South Africa and has been doing so
for the past 13 years.

Place of Mercy and Hope not only helps communities, but
also provides employment for the most vulnerable and offers
educational development when funds are available. Currently,
the non-profit organization has a staff of thirteen people. The
Center is inspired by the spirit of Marist Brother Christopher
and the Sisters of Mercy Martha and Breda.

Protagonists of the project are the Sisters of Mercy, Marta and
Breda, and Jason Grieve, a lay Marist.
Marist Mercy Care is a joint project between the Marist Brothers and the Sisters of Mercy, with the participation of several
lay people and volunteers.

In August 2019, Marist Mercy Care welcomed Lea and Cazrine,
two young people who will be volunteering for ten months. Lea
is a former Marist student who joined through CMI, and Cazrine
is a local South African volunteer.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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