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MARISTNEWS
Marist Youth USA

Young Marists gathered in Esopus

F rom October 11th to October 14th Marist Youth from 
around the Provinces of the USA and Canada gath-
ered for the LaValla Weekend Experience at the Marist 

Brothers’ Center at Esopus. This year's annual LaValla 
Weekend Retreat brought together students from Chris-
topher Columbus High School (Miami, FL), Saint Joseph 
Academy (Brownsville, TX), Marist High School (Chicago, 

IL), Marist High School (Bayonne, NJ), Mount Saint Mi-
chael Academy (Bronx, NY), Archbishop Molloy High School 
(Queens), Roselle Catholic High School (Roselle, NJ), and 
Ecole Secondaire Marcellin Champagnat (Quebec, Canada). 
The meeting was led by Brothers, Lay Marists, and Marist 
Educators and also by a dedicated team of Marist Young 
Adults.

The first day, following dinner, Matt Fallon and 
Valerie Savino welcomed the group to the property, 
gave an overview of the weekend, and went over 
"house rules." The first night of the retreat the 
group participated in the "mingling of the waters" 
ritual. Every school group arrived with a bottle filled 
with water symbolic of their local areas. During 
the prayer, water from Esopus, the Gier River near 
l'Hermitage in France, as well as from each school 
group was poured into a large fountain to symbolize 
the joint Marist heritage.

The second day in the morning, everyone prayed 
together. Led by Mrs. Maureen Hagan, the par-
ticipants started with the Memorare followed by a 

■ From October 28 to 31, the Provincial Chapter of Southern 
Africa took place in Malawi.  From the General Administration, 
Brothers Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, Oscar Martin, 
General Councilor and Mark Omede, Subdirector of the Secre-
tariat for Education and Evangelization will participate. 
■ From November 1 to 7, Brothers Libardo Garzón, General 
Bursar and Carlos Alberto Rojas, Director of the Secretariat for 
Education and Evangelization will visit works of the Province of 
East Africa: Korea, Japan and Hong Kong.  
■ On Tuesday, the General House welcomed several visits 
of the Province of l’Hermitage , who arrived from Barcelona 
for the presentation , in the Embassy of Spain before the Holy 
See, of the book “Romper el Silencio”  (Break the Silence), on 
the protection of children in the Institute.  
■ Luiz de Rosa, Director of Communications of the Institute, 

and Rosa Schiaffino, from the community of Syracuse, met on 
Monday to define strategies of communication and promote 
the participation in the Program of International Communities 
for the New Beginning.    
■ On October 31 the Program of formation “Amanecer”, 
which began on September 1 in the General House, will end.  
Fifteen Brothers from the age of 70 to 80 years have partici-
pated in it.
■ Br. Ángel Diego Garcia Otaola, on 30 October, takes part in 
the workshop “The protection of children and the prevention 
of all forms of violence” to share the Marist experience at the 
General House of the De La Salle Brothers.
■ Br. Angel Medina, on October 30, participates in a meeting 
in Madrid to organize the Program of Community Animators of 
the European Region.

general administration

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5336
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prayer for the migrants and refugees throughout our world.

As part of their solidarity experience, students spent most of 
the day Saturday participating in a refugee simulation. They 
experienced first-hand what migrants and refugees go through 
during their journey to cross the US/Mexico border, and how 
they are treated once they have entered the United States.

The third day, following mass, Br. Dan O'Riordan presented the five 
Marist refugee projects the USA Province will be raising money for 
this year. Marist Refugee Awareness Week will take place in March, 
and students were encouraged to return to their schools and share 
their experience of LaValla weekend with fellow students.

After opportunities for personal reflection time, small & large 
group processing, the group gathered around a campfire. Matt 
Fallon entertained the group with stories of Esopus history and 
legends before roasting marshmallows and relaxing. To wind 
down from the campfire, everyone gathered in the chapel for a 
prayer service led by Valerie Savino, Director of Operations at 
the MBCE.

Mrs. Maureen Hagan and Valerie Savino led the final commis-
sioning ceremony on Monday morning. Each school received a 
small bottle of water from the fountain of the collective waters 
from all Marist communities that was gathered during the 
water-mingling prayer service.

The provincial Superior of Marist Province of Nigeria, Br. 
Vincent Abadom, held a meeting with Heads of Marist 
Projects and members of Marist Schools Management 

Board on 14th October, 2019 at Marist Polytechnic, Umuchig-
bo, Iji-Nike, Enugu, Enugu State, Nigeria.

In his opening remarks, the Provincial thanked all for leaving behind 
their tight schedules to attend the meeting. Speaking further, he 
stated that our schools were centres of learning and evangelisation, 
adding that we were called to help our students and staff to inte-
grate life and culture. He highlighted that a good leader consistently 
possesses the following qualities:  honesty, good team player, ability 

to delegate, communication skills, sense of humour, among others.

The meeting featured paper presentations by the members of 
Marist Schools Management Board and free interactions. The 
topics of the presentations included: Following Due Process, 
Customer Care, The Need to Carry People Along, Professional-
ism, The Need to Follow Laid-down Rules in Marist Educational 
and Students Handbooks and Budgeting.

All those present were called to follow due process in handling 
issues and avoid cutting corners, maintain good customer care 
relations, carry people along by ensuring team spirit.

Nigeria: Ensuring team spirit

The provincial of Nigeria met with the members 
of the of Marist Schools Management Board

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5342
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On October 24 and 25 the Forum 
of Managers of Education of Marist 
Brazil, took place.  The program dealt 
with four themes: the singularity of 
Marist management, what we can 
learn to advance, how to face con-
temporary challenges and share the 
best practices.  

CrUz del sUr

GRAM Editorial and the Team of 
Animation of Evangelization of the 
Province offered a Space of Reflection 
and Workshop, which was carried out 
on October 19, in the School Cham-
pagnat of Buenos Aires. 

Chile

 “In the name of all of us, the Marist 
Family, invites you to this, to look at 
reality and “to look “ at ourselves in 
it, to discover what it is asking us for, 
which we can do – each one- to con-
tribute to the reconstruction of a new 
and better version of our society and 
of our dear country”, was expressed 
by Ernesto Reyes, the Delegate of 
the Marist Mission, in a Statement or 
communiqué concerning the events 
that have affected the country during 
the last days.

aUstralia

On 22nd October, the Marist Youth 
and the Marist Association members of 
Adelaide were invited to come together 
at the Brothers residence at Somerton 
Park for a conversation over dinner. 
The purpose of the evening was to 
have important conversations about 
the growth of the Marist Association, 
and future collaboration with the Young 
Marist community in Adelaide.

Philippines: A Joint Formation Experience in East Asia

Discovering, dreaming, designing 
and charting destiny for a 
revitalized marist life

On October 9-12, 2019, a total of 
Twenty Six (26) participants com-
posed of Eleven (11) Brothers and 

Fifteen (15) laity participated in the East 
Asia Joint Formation Experience held at 
the Marist Asia Spirituality and Mission 
Center, Lake Sebu, Philippines.

The Joint Formation Experience is an 
opportunity characterized by a sense of 
community engaged in a prayerful and 
creative sharing of faith journey, and 
openness and sensitivity to the Spirit’s 
inspirations. Following the Appreciative 
Inquiry process, the team of facilitators 
from the Secretariat of Laity spearhead-
ed by Pep Buetas (Barcelona), Carole 
Wark (Australia) and  Br.  Elias Iwu 
(Nigeria) with Ms. Elma Rafil, Marjo-
rie Rañeses and the laity leaders of 
animation engaged the participants to 
a process of reflection on key formative 
themes on discovering distinct and 
common vocations, dreaming of a future 
of communion and co-responsibility, 
and designing provocative proposals 
that could chart destiny of a revitalized 

Marist life in East Asia.  The process 
helped the participants recognize their 
own strengths that capacitated them in 
building up shared inspiring images for 
the desired future.  Present in the event 
was Br. Sylvain, link Councilor for the 
Laity.

Natallee Faith Kwan, a lay participant 
from Malaysia shared her thoughts about 
the program:   “…the Joint Formation 
has opened for me many doors of possi-
bilities as a stepping stone to start walk-
ing the Marist way of life”.  And Br. Arnel 
Alfanta from Philippines, expressed:  “…
the whole experience was a thought-pro-
voking one that made me feel wonder-
fully worried! I feel wonderfully worried 
because the experience has challenged 
me to move out of my comfort zones, 
and to start dreaming big dreams for the 
future of Lay Partnership in the context of 
the realities of Marist East Asia Province. 
This formation program is already a con-
crete response to one of the six priorities 
of the 5th Provincial Chapter, and I am 
just so glad that I am part of it.”

http://www.maristas.cl/noticia/2019/10/bm90aWNpYTE1
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5340
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Brazil
Memorial Marista, Curitiba

Kenya
Br. Ernesto, Superior General, visits the MIC

South Korea
The Choongju Community in korea

Italy: Formation program for Brothers of the Third 
Age, in Manziana

Côte dIvoire
District West Africa Council Meeting in Bouaké

Brazil: CMMF: Fraternidade Nossa Senhora de 
Fátima - Patos de Minas

marist world

Spain: Champagnat College, Guadalajara

Marist College recognised as a    
reference centre for bilingual teaching

On October 18, Champagnat Marist College, Guadala-
jara (Iberia Province) received recognition from the as 
a reference centre within the BEDA (Bilingual English 

Development & Assessment) program. The program is a 

joint project of Catholic Schools Madrid and the University of 
Cambridge.

More than 750 schools throughout Spain participate in the 
BEDA program, but only 9 of those are considered 
as reference centres. The term implies that these 
centres serve as models for those interested in 
implementing or improving their bilingual project.

The bilingual program was initiated almost a de-
cade ago. Thanks to the coordinated, exhaustive 
and rigorous work on regulation, methodology and 
teaching approaches, this is the visible result that 
the center has received.

Find more information about the Beda program 
here : https://www.ecmadrid.org/es/informacion

https://www.ecmadrid.org/es/informacion
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5335
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South America Region

Representatives of Provincial Economes   
Meet in Buenos Aires

Joined by the Econome General, Brother Libardo Garzón, 
representatives of the Provincial Economes of the South 
America Region—Brasil Centro-Norte, Brasil Centro-Sul, 

Brasil Sul-Amazônia, Santa María de los Andes and Cruz del 
Sur—met October 15-17 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

With the goals of evaluating present initiatives and actions of 
their administrations, analyzing budgets and negotiating new joint 
initiatives, the representatives of each of the Economes met at 
Villa Marista and visited 
Our Lady of Luján in 
her Basilica, officially 
placing the meeting 
under her protection.

The participating 
representatives were: 
Br. José Augusto Júnior 
and Mauri Alves Coelho 
(Brasil Centro-Norte), 
Br. Lino Alfonso Jung-
bluth and Rosangela de 
Almeida Specht (Brasil 

Centro-Sul), Luis Antônio Oliveira da Cruz, Milton Fernando 
da Silva de Oliveira and Br. Lauro Hochscheidt (Brasil Sul-
Amazônia), Br. Pedro Herreros and Raquel Monje (Santa María 
de los Andes), Br. Victorino Diez Maeso, Marcelo Armendáriz and 
Alejandro Stella (Cruz del Sur), and the regional secretary, Br. 
Alberto Aparicio.

In a warm and fraternal atmosphere, the participants ex-
changed suggestions for a regional outlook, reflected on the 

priority of the evangelical 
use of goods and envis-
aged new horizons of 
cooperation.

At the end of the assem-
bly, they placed the fruits 
of the three days, their 
desires and projects, at 
the feet of the Virgin of 
Luján in a shared Eu-
charist, so that our Good 
Mother might make them 
prosper.

Marist Province of Compostela

Community Experience in León

Three young people from the MarCha young adult 
group of the Marist Province of Compostela spent 
a week with the welcoming community in León 

to get to know what Marist life is like and to share 
the day-to-day life of the brothers. It is a community 
experience that will be repeated one week each month 
throughout the course so that all the young people 
between the ages of 23 and 25 in the MarCha León 
group can live it.

On this occasion it was Pablo, Fran and Claudia who 
shared the week of October 7-12 with the brothers of 
the host community, Pedro, Salva and Fito. The experi-
ence was very enriching for both the young people and 
the brothers. The community experience is part of the 
formative plan of the MarCha process for young people 
between 23 and 25 years of age.

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5341
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5330
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Portugal: Brother Fábio Oliveria

Brother José Bittencourt, from the 
Province of South Amazonia Brazil 
pronounced his perpetual vows on the 

12 of October.  He made profession at the 
Marist Scool and Social Center Santa Marta 
de Santa Maria, in the state of Rio Grande 
do Sul, a mission milieu where the Brother 
works as Director.  
During the Eucharistic celebration, presided 
over by Father Vilson Venturini, the Provin-
cial, Brother Inacio Etges, received the vows 
of Brother Jose in the name of the Superior 
General.  After this celebration, the parents, 
friends, Marist Brothers, collaborators and members of the 
community of Santa Marta, shared the meal together.  
Brother Jose profited of this occasion to thank all the persons 
who were present, especially his family, for their support during 
this journey of 11 years of Marist formation.  
Brother received the cross and the ring from his mother and 
the representatives of the Province, important symbols of the 
Marist religious life.  

During the week of preparation for 
profession, a Vocational Anima-
tion team of the Province visited 
some public schools of the city 
and directed activities with all the 
classes of the Marist School and 
of the Social Center Santa Marta.  
Those encounters were an occa-
sion for dialogue regarding the life 
project; it was also an occasion 
for interaction and for integration 
between the Marist Brothers 
and the young, « My vocation as 

Brother was the fruit of the accompaniment in a life project”, 
Brother Jose explained.   
He invited the young to reflect on their future, « It is important 
for you, to analyze your life projects.  And to reflect, ‘What is it 
that I want for my life in the future years?  Or even, to improve 
it? » Starting from a witness the pupils and students reflected 
on the possibility to know better-consecrated life, especially the 
mission of the Marist Brothers.

Brother Fábio Oliveira, of the Province of Compostela, 
made his perpetual profession on October 20 at Marist 
College in Carcavelos, Portugal, where he currently lives 

and works. This was the culmination of the "Yes" he gave for 
the first time on June 30, 2012 in Vouzela.
"I dare say that it is not me, nor the Marist Province of Com-
postela, nor the Institute of the Marist Brothers, but the Good 
Mother who tells you today: "Fabio, welcome to your home!". 
These were the words of Tomás Briongos, the Brother Pro-
vincial, during the Eucharist presided by Father José Felipe, 
O.P., and animated by a dozen young people from the MarCha 
groups. Brother Fábio was accompanied by his formators, 
Brothers, relatives, friends, co-workers and many other people 
important to him on his journey.
In thanksgiving, Brother Fábio highlighted three relevant words 
in his life: disorganization, trust and gratitude. "Something that 
deeply characterizes me is being disorganized. And it is thanks 
to this disorganization that we are here today. If I had had many 
plans, when I was asked if I wanted to enter the juniorate, I 
would not have answered as I did: ‘Why not?’ And that leads 
me to the second word: trust. I owe my ability to trust, first 
of all, to my family.” After stressing the importance of always 
trusting and giving himself into the hands of God—who calls us 

to be brother to 
everyone—he 
moved on to 
the third word: 
gratitude, giving 
thanks to all 
the people he’s 
met throughout 
his life, many 
of who were 
present. "It 
was with you 
that I learned, 
and continue to 
learn, to be a Brother.”
After the Eucharist, the celebration continued with a meal, a 
celebration marked by simplicity, joy and music. The celebra-
tion began on Saturday night with a concert by "BandaAlegre", 
to which Brothers Fábio and Rui Pies belong. The concert 
"Hermano", which took place in the auditorium of the Marist 
College of Carcavelos, brought together more than two hundred 
people and was an ode to fraternity, with the testimony and 
participation of several Marist Brothers.

 FINAL PROFESSIONS

Brasil: Brother José Bittencourt

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5345
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5326
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For several years, 
the Marist insti-
tutions in Greece 

have devoted a day 
to knowing better the 
personality of Saint 
Marcellin and the 
mission of the Marist 
Brothers in today's 
world. This year the 
day was held on 
Wednesday, October 
16. Various activities 
took place at the 
two Leonin College 
campuses - Athens 
and Nea Smyrni, and 
at the "Heart With-
out Borders" social 
center.

The objective of the 
day was to encourage 
students to learn more about the vision and work of Father 
Champagnat and the Marist Brothers, by means of activities 
adapted to children of all levels. The timing of the festival was 
inspired by the meeting of Saint Marcellin with Jean-Baptiste 
Montagne in October 1816.

In this context, the message of the Champagnat day was “Now 
... it's your turn!”, taking up the pastoral theme "Now" that 
Marist institutions throughout Europe are developing with their 
students in this year 2019 - 2020.  After a visual presentation 
on the theme, students participated in discussions, exchanged 
ideas and reflected on the methods that Marcellin had used to 
stand beside the children and young people of his time and to 
offer them a Christian education.

During the day, students participated in several activities 
and deepened Marist values. Students from both the primary 
schools planted trees and flowers to help protect the planet, 
provided food to people in need, and presented their proposals 
to solve the problems of their daily lives. High school students 
were also called upon to act NOW, to overcome obstacles 
and to table their proposals on the subject of building a better 
world.

At the end of the day, the children confirmed their commitment 
in a most symbolic way : in the playground of each school, 
students of the "Saint Denis" primary school formed the word 
"NOW" while those of the primary school and college of the 
Athens establishment formed a big Marist heart.

Greece: « Now … it’s your turn ! »

Marcellin Champagnat Day in Athens

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://www.facebook.com/fms.champagnat/
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=5333

