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PHOTOS OF INTEREST 

 

 

 

FOUNDATION DAY (2nd Jan) –DINNER at 
Observatory included: DAVE DRYDEN SJ 

(affiliate) at the head of the table; PAM PATON-
MILLS & her husband, ROB, on the left; MIKE 
GREEFF & his wife, FIONA, on the right; & Br 
FORTUNE of Cape Town. Three community 

members are also visible: CHRIS, JUDE & MARIO 

The International Marist Commission 
for Child Protection met in Rome early in 2020 

Escola Marista Manhiça in Mozambique 
has some 2470 students – by far 

the largest number in our Province 

African Superiors & Bursars meeting in Nigeria  
in January were provided with local attire! 

Brothers ANGEL MANSOA and JACK GONZALEZ  
enjoying a game of cards in Spain. Angel and Jack 
were both sent on mission to Zambia in 1969; the 
former moved to our novitiate, first in Kutama & 
then in Matola; the latter served as the second 
Dean of Studies at MIC for three years, before 

becoming the founding director of SED in 1991. 
(SED is an NGO founded by the Marist Brothers.) 
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MESSAGE FROM BROTHER NORBERT 

(Br James Langlois composed the following reflection on Saint Joseph, 

at the request of Brother Norbert. Thank you, James!)   

Joseph of Nazareth, a Relevant Model for Today

 

he people of Nazareth looked upon Joseph 

as “the carpenter”. They turned to him for odd 

jobs in their homes and for the repair of their 

agricultural implements. 

How was he drawn in time to Mary? He must have 

sensed spiritual depth in her. So it was that they were 

eventually betrothed, bound legally, yet Mary was due 

to be taken to his home only a year later. It was 

customary then to marry before twenty. 

Sometime afterwards Mary went south in Judah to 

assist her cousin Elizabeth who was pregnant. Three 

months later, he was happy to see her back in 

Nazareth. As time went on, however, it became 

evident that she was pregnant. Joseph was in a painful 

dilemma. It just did not fit her character, yet he was 

required by law to take action. If he brought her to 

court, she would be stoned to death in public. In his 

esteem for her, he planned instead to divorce her 

privately. 

Before he had time to procure a letter of dismissal, 

however, he was told in a dream not to be afraid to 

take Mary home as his wife, because the child in her 

had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. He was to give 

the child the name Jesus (Yahweh saves), for he would 

save his people from their sin. The next few days 

Joseph must have found it hard to focus on his work in 

the shop. Eventually he must have met with Mary in 

private. They must have been filled with wonder about 

this child, and marvelled at the way God had chosen to 

protect her reputation. 

Then Joseph took Mary in his home to celebrate the 

wedding. At an advanced stage of Mary’s pregnancy 

Joseph was required to make the arduous journey to 

Bethlehem to register for the Roman census. The place 

was crowded with visitors, so much so that the only 

accommodation he could find was a stable. This is 

where Mary gave birth to the child. During the visit of 

the shepherds and later, that of the Magi, Joseph stood 

by Mary, letting the focus be on her with the wonder 

baby. The same happened when the couple presented 

Jesus in the Temple. 

When King Herod planned to kill all children under two 

in the area, Joseph was warned in time to take Mary 

and the child into Egypt. They set out that very night. 

He settled there until advised that they could return, 

Herod being dead. Learning that Herod’s son had 

replaced him as king, Joseph turned to Nazareth in 

Galilee instead. It is there that they raised Jesus, Joseph 

teaching him to recite daily the Shema Israel prayer 

[Hear, O Israel] from age five according to custom (see 

Deuteronomy 6:4 ff.). 

The only time Joseph appears in the gospels afterwards 

is when Jesus remained behind in the Temple at the 

age of twelve. Joseph could have reacted forcefully. 

Instead, he let Mary reproach him. Both he and Mary 

did not understand why he said that he must be busy 

at his Father’s affairs. Life resumed in Nazareth, Jesus 

being obedient to them. Joseph taught him his trade, 

the boy no longer being considered a child. 

At an unknown date Joseph died, surrounded by Mary 

and Jesus, still not knowing how his son would go about 

T 
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fulfilling his mission as saviour. In the meantime Jesus 

would be able to support his mother. 

****** 

t the start of our narrative, Joseph is 

already a man of faith, with a degree of 

maturity. He is shown growing in wisdom as he 

faces tough challenges. He acquires spiritual 

depth in the choices he makes along the way. Even 

though he lived twenty centuries ago in a very different 

culture, he is a beacon pointing to solid values that our 

world badly needs today.  

The maturing of his love for Mary says much about the 

man. From the level of infatuation, he rises to that of 

commitment. Her pregnancy does shake him, yet he 

remains concerned for her, which is why he plans to 

dismiss her privately. Beforehand he may well have 

intended to have children with her. When he is asked 

to take her as his wife to protect her reputation and to 

raise the child, he selflessly embraces God’s call 

without hesitation. 

He becomes the head of this family, yet out of 

reverence for Mary’s divine mission, he stands by her 

and this, in a patriarchal society. He is the breadwinner 

and takes up the leading role for the wellbeing and 

safety of the mother and child. He organizes the trip to 

Bethlehem for the census and searches for 

accommodation in that town. The Lord turns to him for 

the flight into Egypt, and eventually for the return 

journey. 

He is a strong character, yet a caring man, attentive to 

the needs of Mary and Jesus, expressing tender love to 

her. Together they create a happy home in which unity 

and peace reign. Their boy blossoms in this healthy 

atmosphere. What a joy for Joseph when Jesus first 

calls Joseph “Abba”!Now we come to the core of 

Joseph’s personality. What is it that enables him to let 

go of his personal plans, and step wholeheartedly into 

a role he cannot fully grasp? We are told that he is a 

just man. In scripture this is said of a person rooted in 

God’s word, who finds joy in the precepts of the Lord. 

Having grown in interior freedom and developed a 

habit of surrender, Joseph can sense God’s presence 

and recognise divine action in his life, his family. Being 

free of personal attachments, he develops the habit of 

sound discernment. What a model for us today! 

Another important point: Joseph 

lives closely with Mary and Jesus. 

As time goes on he is filled with 

wonder at God’s doings in his life 

and family, an experience that 

tends to recur.  Thus he becomes 

a contemplative in daily life. He 

must be keen that we in turn 

open our eyes, our hearts, and 

let the Spirit initiate us into this 

form of prayerful presence to 

God. 

           (B. James Langlois)  

 

Saint Joseph, foster father of Jesus, and spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  

help us to be “just” and obedient to the will of God.  

May your concern for Mary inspire men to respect the dignity of women,  

be faithful to their spouses, and protect their families.  

Let your toil as a carpenter help us to appreciate the value of ordinary work.  

And may we too have the privilege of living and dying  

in the company of Jesus and his mother. Amen.

A 

Thank you, Brother James. And now I invite our readers to take  

a moment of prayer requesting Joseph to share his virtues with us. 
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY 

28-02-1987 Moffat Phiri 

 

MARCH 

01-03-1998 David Kuyola (nov.ad.2020) 

03-03-1958 Anthony Clark (Int.Com.) 

03-03-1986 Tererai Gijima 

03-03-1991 Raphael Time Kenneth 

07-03-1973 Leonard Brito 

11-03-1973 Emmanuel Mwanalirenji 

12-03-1964 José Antonio Pascual 

13-03-1984 José Gemusse 

20-03-1974 Francis Jumbe 

25-03-1932 James Langlois 

25-03-1997 Brave Chisomo (nov.ad.2020) 

28-03-1961 Nicholas Banda 

28-03-1990 Golden Tati 

 

APRIL 

02-04-1982 Witman Phiri 

04-04-1972 Evans Musakanya 

04-04-1989 Ângelo Cassinda 

05-04-1968 Patrick Bushilya 

09-04-1935 António Pisco 

12-04-1969 Patrick Bwalya 

18-04-1993 Pascoal Tchaculanda  

21-04-1966 Auxensio Dickson 

24-04-1969 Norbert Mwila 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR … 

 

  

POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS   

 

FOR MARCH. That the Church in China may 

persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and 

grow in unity. Amen. 

FOR APRIL. That those suffering from 

addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

Amen. 

FOR VICTIMS OF THE CORONA VIRUS Let us 

pray for those currently being treated and for 

those who have lost a loved one in a 

relatively short time. 

FOR PEACE in the MIDDLE EAST & NIGERIA, 

CAMEROON, CHAD, & CENTRE-AFRIQUE 

FOR ELDERLY & AILING BROTHERS such as Br 

Paul Nkhoma (95); João Torcato (87); James 

Langlois (87); Fernand Dostie (86); Emmanuel 

Lapointe (85); Angel Mansoa (84); Jude 

Pieterse; Patrick Bushilya 

FOR BR NORBERT & the Provincial council 

FOR BR ERNESTO & the General Council 

FOR POPE FRANCIS & all our Bishops 

LOTUS FLOWER  
The National Flower of Malawi 



6 

THE SOCIOPOLITICAL CRISIS IN CAMEROON CHALLENGES 

BROTHERS TO LOOK BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

 

he Marist Brothers in Cameroon have 

had a reputation for excellent quality education 

for more than half a century. Most people 

know the Brothers for nothing else than 

committed educators and school managers. Even some 

Brothers feel lost or inadequate believing they have 

nothing more to offer than teach in the formal school 

setting. The current socio-political crisis rocking the 

two English Speaking regions of Cameroon has brought 

all educational programs of the Brothers to a complete 

standstill and schools are shut down, challenging the 

Brothers, especially those of Tatum community to 

review their sense of Brotherhood in the absence of 

formal schooling. 

The three Brothers in Tatum Community during this 

academic year (2019 - 2020) have challenged 

themselves to give another image of brotherhood 

through service to the local Christian community and 

young people in general. Instead of lamenting and 

waiting for school resumption that seems not to be 

happening, the Brothers have been collaborating with 

the parish pastoral team in the animation of the youth 

groups, prayer and action groups, Small Christian 

Communities besides computer literacy classes for 

children in the community. The Advent and Christmas 

seasons were particularly charged with organization of 

recollection for Christians in preparation for Christmas 

and celebration of Communion Service in collaboration 

with the Parish Priest. The traditional Christmas party 

with the children equally brought hundreds of them to 

the community where the Brothers were overwhelmed 

in their efforts to entertain them. 

These activities have so far opened the doors of the 

community to request for counselling services 

especially at a time when many families and young 

people are deeply disoriented by the ongoing crisis. It 

is also an eye opener for what awaits us as youth 

ministers at the end of this crisis when our schools may 

be flooded with children whose family homes have 

been destroyed, parents killed or kidnapped / arrested 

and tortured, sexually abused pushing some into 

teenage motherhood. It is equally possible that some 

of our students who are no longer in schools have 

joined the ranks of drugged and armed separatist 

fighters who may resolve to come back and continue 

schooling. 

Are we sufficiently well-armed to give them the needed 

psycho-spiritual and moral guidance for proper 

reinsertion into society?__________ 

(Br Stephen Kpunsa)  

T 
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PRAYER BOOK FOR THE MARIST FAMILY – A NEW EDITION  

 

t the request of Brother Norbert, the editor of this 

Newsletter is making a new edition of our PRAYER BOOK 

FOR THE MARIST FAMILY. The picture above shows the 

CONTENTS PAGE of the new booklet at its current stage of 

production.  

One of the major changes is the replacement of the section “For 

Vocations” by one entitled “For the spread of the Good News”. 

This new category will include a number of the existing prayers for 

vocations, but will add a host of other prayers reflecting the needs 

of the 21st century (e.g. for users of ICT; for safeguarding of 

children). There will be 31 such prayers. Prayer leaders will be 

encouraged to choose one according to the date in the current 

month. In this way, over the course of a year or so, all of the prayers 

will be used. 

READERS! – You are welcome to make suggestions about the 

booklet, e.g. to offer a prayer for the section entitled: “For the 

spread of the Good News” of between 50 and 75 words. 

You may also make suggestions of images to use for the 

front cover of the new booklet, or elsewhere in booklet. 

The icons used in our new RULE OF LIFE have already 

been suggested.

  

A 
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FROM VOLUNTEER TO PROMOTER OF SOUTH AFRICAN 

MARIST STUDENT LEADERS AT MERCY CARE 

 

ason Grieve, is a lay Marist from South Africa, 

who works at the Marist Mercy Care. His 

participation in this project started in 2009 when 

he went – as a young Marist volunteer  –  to the 

Intsikelelo Care Centre, a temporary safe community 

built for poor and abused children located in an informal 

township where there is no running water or electricity, 

in Addo, South Africa. 

After a week of volunteering Jason decided to go back 

the following year and with the aim of bringing more 

Marists to share in his experiences. His wish became a 

reality: Currently he is part of the Marist Mercy Care, a 

centre that was born from the collaborations with two 

eighty-year-old brothers (Chris from South Africa and 

Claude from Canada) as they formed a partnership with 

three Sisters of Mercy. Six years ago he created the 

Sharing Our Call program involving the newly appointed 

South African Marist Student leaders of the five Marist 

Schools. 

Here below you have a part of Jason’s testimony where 

he tells us more about his commitment to children in 

need and Marist Lay vocation: 

_____________ 

 will never forget the first time I was driven 

into Langbos Informal Settlement (in 2009) … For 

a week, my friends and I were tasked with running 

a Summer Camp for the disadvantaged children of the 

Sundays River Valley, Addo, Eastern Cape, South Africa.   

My friends and I, alumni of St Henry’s Marist College in 

Durban, were quietly confident. How difficult could 

running a Summer Camp for children be? How wrong 

we were! We were greeted by ninety children ages four 

to thirteen. None of whom spoke English. All from very 

poor backgrounds, some living with HIV/Aids, some 

who had been abused, and many malnourished 

children. As we faced challenges, we soon overcame 

them with alternative ideas and solutions giving each 

child an incredible week-long event to remember. At 

the end of the week we said goodbye to the Sisters of 

Mercy, Marist Brothers and our new friends from Addo. 

Fast forward to 2019, I am still part of this incredible 

Summer Camp with the Sisters of Mercy and Marist 

Brothers working under the banner Marist Mercy Care. 

We have now grown this project to welcome close to 

five hundred children, twenty special needs children, 

newly appointed Marist Student Leaders of the five 

South African Marist Schools, South African Marist 

Alumni, German Marist Alumni and volunteers from 

across the Sundays River Valley. Our project held 

annually in December is no longer just a Summer Camp 

for children. It’s an incredibly important week for 

children and volunteers alike, all who live for this event 

during the year. 

I believe Student Leaders thrive in unpredictable 

environments and this is achieved by taking them out of 

their comfort zones. With this in mind, six years ago I 

created the Sharing Our Call program involving the 

newly appointed South African Marist Student leaders 

of the five Marist Schools (St Henry’s Marist College 

(Durban), St David’s Marist Inanda, Marist Brothers 

Linmeyer, Sacred Heart Marist College (Johannesburg) 

and St Joseph’s Marist College (Cape Town). Our Marist 

Student Leaders work in incredibly tough environments 

where there is no electricity, running water, caring for 

children at our Camp who are from child-headed 

households, abused children, children living with 

HIV/Aids and malnourished children. 

The Sisters, Brothers and I have built this Summer Camp 

project so much so that we receive requests from past 

participants and Marist alumni and students from all 

over the world a year in advance to be part of this 

program. 

When I first stepped into Langbos in 2009 with my two 

Marist friends all those years ago I never would have 

imagined the impact it has had on me and the positive 

influence it has on the Marists, Volunteers and Children 

who attend year on year.”______________ 

(Jason Grieve – Marist Mercy Care) 

J 

“I 
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MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE 

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS 

uring the last week in January, the 

International Commission on the Protection 

of Child and Vulnerable Adults held its first 

meeting in Rome. The Commission was 

established by the Superior General and General 

Council and has representatives from all regions of the 

Institute, both lay and Brothers. The members bring a 

wealth of experience and knowledge in the dealing with 

these matters. 

The meeting lasted four days 

and reflected on several 

important issues concerning 

safeguarding policy and practice 

throughout the Institute. The 

Institute first developed a set of 

safeguarding standards to be 

used by provinces and ministries 

in 2021. A major task of the 

Commission was to review these standards in light of 

current best practice in order to ensure that our 

ministries are safe places for children and vulnerable 

adults. During this January meeting, the Commission 

commenced this work, and it will take some time before 

the final revision of the standards is completed. 

The Commission was also tasked with writing a number 

of new protocols to be used by the General 

Administration. A draft of these protocols has been 

written and will be presented to the Superior General 

and General Council during its current plenary session.  

A number of other relevant issues were also discussed 

during the meeting, such as  how best to handle media 

enquires particularly when they are made to the 

General Administration, how best to ensure that our 

formation houses promote a culture of safeguarding 

among our young Brothers, and how best to provide 

appropriate formation in these matters for the General 

Council and the Provincials. While the work is 

challenging, the Commission felt it is on the right track 

in its efforts to promote and ensure a safe environment 

for all those entrusted to our care. 

The members of the Commission are: Br. Ken 

McDonald, Chair – General Council; Br. Ben Consigli, 

General Council; Br. Oscar Martin Vicario, General 

Council; Br. Gabriel Villarea, Europe (L’Hermitage); Br. 

Rogerio Mateucci, America Sur (Brasil Centro-Sul); Br. 

Fortune Chakasara, Africa (Southern Africa); Ms. Deb 

Swain, Oceania (Australia); Ms Marcela Hormazabal, 

America Sur (Santa María 

de los Andes); Ms Nancy 

Camilleri Europe (West 

Central Europe), Ms 

Qalista Sdohny, Asia (East 

Asia)  

D 
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A HAPPY NEW YEAR  

FOR STUDENTS OF TWO SCHOOLS IN LIKUNI 

 

n 2019, FMSI visited the Champagnat Community 

Day Secondary School and Likuni Open Secondary 

School in Malawi as part of the initiatives in support 

of enhancing inclusive education in secondary 

schools in the whole Province of Southern Africa. 

Access to education in Malawi is a huge challenge: 

according to the 2018 population and housing census, 

the total number of out of school children in both 

primary and secondary schools was 2.4 million 

representing 41 percent of the total children.   

The establishment of OPEN SCHOOLS is an initiative to 

respond to the educational needs of girls and boys who 

are neither able to afford school fees nor attending 

morning classes. 

OPEN SCHOOL has already a huge impact in the schools 

of Malawi as both Champagnat Community Day 

Secondary School and Likuni Open Secondary School 

are welcoming a growing number of girls and boys of 

the surrounding communities who cannot afford the 

boarding school fees. The need for classroom furniture 

and books in both institutions is critical in order to 

provide an appropriate learning environment for 

vulnerable children and teenagers. 

In consultation with the management of both schools, 

FMSI has donated 12,986.46 Euros for the purchase of 

820 textbooks, 60 desks and 25 benches that have been 

purchased and are now at disposal of the students. 

 

 

LA SAGRADA FAMILIA 

a Sagrada Familia is a huge church in 

Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain. The 

designer/architect is Antoni Gaudí (1852–1926). 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the church was 

consecrated by Pope Benedict XVI in November 2010  

Building of the Sagrada Família began in 1882. Gaudí 

started working on it in 1883. He took over the project, 

and changed it with his ideas on architecture and 

engineering. Gaudí worked on it until he died. At the 

time of his death in 1926, less than a quarter of the 

building was finished. Construction was stopped by the 

Spanish Civil War—only to start again in the 1950’s. 

There is an expected finish date of 2026 – 100 years 

after Gaudí's death.  

I 
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https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Civil_War


11 

OXFAM 

xfam is a global organization with 

affiliates in 20 countries. Oxfam is a global 

movement of people, working together to 

end the injustice of poverty. That means we 

tackle the inequality that keeps people poor. Together, 

we save, protect and rebuild lives when disaster strikes. 

We help people build better lives for themselves, and 

for others. we take on issues like land rights, climate 

change and discrimination against women. And we 

won’t stop until every person on the planet can enjoy 

life free from poverty. 

Every year, just prior to the annual meeting at DAVOS, 

Switzerland of government representatives (mainly of 

rich countries), bankers, financiers and the super-rich, 

OXFAM releases a report highlighting the enormous 

inequalities between the rich and the poor of this 

world. An extract from the report follows: 

Published: 20th January 2020 
 

The world’s 2,153 billionaires have more wealth than 

the 4.6 billion people who make up 60 percent of the 

planet’s population, reveals a new report from Oxfam 

today ahead of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in 

Davos, Switzerland. 

Global inequality is shockingly entrenched and vast and 

the number of billionaires has doubled in the last 

decade. Oxfam India CEO Amitabh Behar, who is in 

Davos to represent the Oxfam confederation this year 

said: “The gap between rich and poor can't be resolved 

without deliberate inequality-busting policies, and too 

few governments are committed to these.” 

Oxfam’s report, ‘Time to Care’, shows how our sexist 

economies are fuelling the inequality crisis —enabling 

a wealthy elite to accumulate vast fortunes at the 

expense of ordinary people and particularly poor 

women and girls:  

The 22 richest men in the world have more wealth 

than all the women in Africa. 

Women and girls put in 12.5 billion hours of unpaid 

care work each and every day —a contribution to the 

global economy of at least $10.8 trillion a year, more 

than three times the size of the global tech industry. 

Getting the richest one percent to pay just 0.5 percent 

extra tax on their wealth over the next 10 years would 

equal the investment needed to create 117 million jobs 

in sectors such as elderly and childcare, education and 

health.  

“Our broken economies are lining the pockets of 

billionaires and big business at the expense of ordinary 

men and women. No wonder people are starting to 

question whether billionaires should even exist,” Behar 

said. 

**************** 

Pope Francis: economics without ethics leads to “throw-away” culture 

n the face of rising levels of poverty in the 

world that bear witness to the prevalence of 

inequality rather than a harmonious integration of 

persons and nations, what is urgently needed is a 

fair, trustworthy and capable system to address the 

most profound challenges of humanity and the planet.  

Pope Francis made the comment on Monday while 

receiving the members of the Council for Inclusive 

Capitalism, a non-profit organization dedicated to 

promoting the inclusive capitalism movement. 

He encouraged the Council to “persevere along the 

path of generous solidarity and to work for the return 

of economics and finance to an ethical approach which 

favours human beings”.  

Referring to his encyclical ”Laudato Si”, the Pope said 

that “business is a noble vocation, directed to 

producing wealth and improving our world”. “It can be 

a fruitful source of prosperity for the areas in which it 

operates, especially if it sees the creation of jobs as an 

essential part of its service to the common good”.  

 

O 

I 

https://www.weforum.org/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/time-care
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PHOTOS TO EASE YOUR EYES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joburg: First meeting of the Provincial Council  
in Br Norbert's second term:  

Ebel, Leonard (Sec), Norbert, Geraldo, Fortune, 
Francis, Euclides, and Evans (absent) 

Br. Jude Pieterse with the Marist School’s  
First Rugby Team that he coached in Port 

Elizabeth in the late 1960’s. The newspaper 
cutting records details of the team’s historic 

victory over the usually all-conquering  
Grey High School during those years. 

Rwanda, January 2020 -  
Course for Community Animators  

from Africa  

After a demanding Workshop session,  
Tea-Time in Rwanda! 

Br Peter Zulu took this selfie with Br Fortune  
and the editor during his holiday in Cape Town 
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BETH CODE, AUSTRALIAN VOLUNTEER IN SOUTH AFRICA

eth Code has completed her first year as a 

volunteer in South Africa. She is the 

coordinator of Marist Youth in which has a 

strong input in Marist Schools and mentors 

the international community at Marcellin House in 

Johannesburg. She also works for the Marist School 

Council (MSC) and Custodians, working very closely 

with Mike Greeff – MSC Director. 

Beth, from Australia, participated in 2018 in the 

training for candidates for the International 

Communities for a New Beginning. And, through the 

Cmi Department, she was sent as a volunteer to the 

Province of Southern Africa. 

As the year closed, Beth joined the 2020 school leaders 

from the five Marist schools of South Africa at Addo as 

they ran the summer holiday program for the children 

who live in this ‘township’, in the Marist Mercy Care 

project, initiated in 2006 by Jason Grieve who was the 

‘Head Boy’ at St Henry’s College in Durban. He 

collaborated with two eighty-year-old brothers (Chris 

from South Africa and Claude from Canada) as they 

formed a partnership with three Sisters of Mercy from 

UK. The summer program each year is joined by a new 

group of school leaders who are accompanied by past 

school leaders who have previously been part of the 

summer program.

BETH WRITES: 

I am feeling so humbled so have been able to work 

with the Sisters of Mercy, and young Marists from 

around South Africa at the December Annual 

Summer Camp. Over 400 children from 

disadvantaged areas in the Addo (South Africa) 

region attended. 

As volunteers, we ran various activities such as 

sport, arts and crafts, dancing, reading, health 

education, career guidance, gender-based violence 

awareness, leadership, mentorship and personal 

development. In addition to the fantastic 

program, we were able to provide a small daily 

meal. Which for so many, is not guaranteed. 

Each and every child that attended the camp, 

would greet us full of energy with a genuine need 

for love and attention from all of us. Offering 

love, care and a sincere interest in each child, was 

a simple gift that I could give, but one that is 

meaningful, cherished and valued. 

It was truly a blessing to be able to spend so much 

time with the children of Addo and an emotional 

experience that I will carry with me always 

 

 

  

B 

https://www.facebook.com/MaristMercyCare/
https://www.facebook.com/MaristMercyCare/
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CONFERENCE OF SUPERIORS OF THE AFRICAN CONTINENT 

(CSAC) 

 

CSAC had its first meeting of the year 2020, 

from 20th – 24th January at the Provincial house of 

Nigeria: Iva- Valley, Enugu. Brothers from the Provincial 

house welcomed us with an open heart and Marist 

spirit, in such a way that we all felt at home. 

This was also felt as we visited different communities 

in the Province. Through this means, we want to thank 

Br Vincent Abadom and all the Brothers from the 

Province of Nigeria for the attentions given to us. 

The purpose of having a meeting outside 

the regular venue, MIC-Nairobi, was to 

come to know the reality of other 

Administrative Units, in such a way that we 

can strengthen our working together as an African 

Region. In a concrete way, and beyond our common 

formation house of MIC, we want to continue the road 

of extending our collaboration at the Regional level, in 

four areas that we give priority: 

– FORMATION: a regional commission set up to see to 

the formation needs of the region presented proposals 

including preparation courses for our Brothers for final 

vows. 

In addition, they are preparing an encounter or 

colloquium that will gather all Brothers working in 

Vocation Ministry and Formation houses in the month 

of October, 2020.   

Brothers participants in CSAC meeting at Enugu: Michel 

Mami, Ken McDonald G.C., Luis Carlos Gutiérrez V.G., 

Cyprian Gandeebo, Vincent Abadom, Óscar Martín 

G.C., Albert Nzabonaliba, Teo Grageda, Mark 

Anokwuru and Norbert Mwila. 

– MISSION: This is a regional commission, working with 

the Secretariat of Education and Evangelization. This 

commission has created a network for our schools and 

invite us to give an impulse in Youth Ministry through 

the MYM within our Administrative Units. 
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– SUSTAINABILITY AND FINANCES: This commission is 

made up of bursars from all the five African AU’s. They 

too gathered in Enugu at the same time that CSAC was 

meeting. The interactions with them, after their 

meeting, helped to see projects that could guide us 

towards a good development as a Region. 

During the meeting, CSAC appointed Brothers Innocent 

Iloabueke and Pascal Funsa to visit and to take closer 

look at the accounts of MIC/MIUC. 

– COMMUNITY LIFE: CSAC, in collaboration with the 

Secretariat of Brothers Today, organized a three-week 

course for community leaders in Rwanda, where 26 

Brothers from the five Administrative Units 

participated. 

 A call to work in collaboration with the General 

Administration was received and left to the leaders to 

appoint the appropriate personnel in the specific areas. 

In this way, we continue knitting the network of our 

Marist Institute, following the call of the General 

Chapter to be a Global Family. 

Canonical visitation from the General Council to the 

African AU’s 

The Link General Councilors for Africa, Óscar Martín 

and Ken McDonald, will visit our regional Scholasticate 

in Nairobi (MIC), in the months of March-April 2020. 

The two Brothers from the General Council will visit all 

our Administrative Units (in the years 2021, 2022 and 

2023). 

This year, 2020, there will be an Assembly of 

Provincials/District Superior and their council 

members: 

This assembly will take place at Roussel house in 

Nairobi, from 6th – 9th May. It will be followed by the 

CSAC meeting that will take place at MIC from 11th – 

16th May, 2020. 

CSAC Chairman 

Br Michel Mami, Provincial from Madgascar, 

completed his two-year term as a chairman of CSAC. 

We thanked him for the work done, and we welcomed 

Br Cyprian Gandeebo, District Superior of the Marist 

District of West Africa, as the new chairman of CSAC 

(2020-2022). We put in God’s hands all what he has to 

accomplish during his term of office. 

Br Cyprian Gandeebo, FMS CSAC Chairman  

SOUTH SUDAN 

31 Religious and Laypeople from 19 congregations and 18 different nationalities 

Brothers Christian Mbam and Longinus Uche on special mission in Africa 

“The Solidarity Project of South Sudan is not a Relief Agency as 

such, but with the phenomenon of internal displacement of so 

many people, it was created to provide them with services”, said 

Br. Christian Ndubisi Mbam, when talking about one of the 

challenges of the Solidarity project in South Sudan. 

“I love every bit of my stay here though at times it becomes a 

challenge. The most trying difficulty here is the lack of human 

resources”, added Br. Longinus Uche Dimgba, who is also a 

member of this initiative. 

The Solidarity Project of South Sudan (SSS), currently operates 

with 5 inter-congregational communities, 31 Religious and Laypeople from 19 congregations and 18 different 

nationalities. 

Brothers Christian and Uche, from the Province of Nigeria, are working in the community of Riimenze. They are both 

keen for other Marist Brothers to volunteer for this special mission in Africa.  We will continue to publish the articles 

they write to share their experience.” 

___________ 

https://www.solidarityssudan.org/
http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_5076.jpg
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BR. CHRISTIAN NDUBISI MBAM 

 “My community, Riimenze community, located in one of the new (Gbudue) states of South Sudan, had varied in 

membership between six and three. At times, it was threatened even to reduce to two members. However, recently 

with the exit of two members and injection into it of one, we are left with three members, two Marist Brothers and 

one Religious of the Notre Dame de Mission, (RNDM) sister. 

Our community is engaged in varied ministries. It is the nature of Riimenze community that members are shifted from 

one ministry to another, depending on the need at a given time. So now we are engaged in Agriculture and school 

apostolates, I am engaged on both Agriculture and school apostolate in varying degrees. In fact, in Riimenze, we prefer 

to be known as principally engaged in the Apostolate of Presence. Even when engaged in a particular apostolate, we 

reach out to others. In the last two years, we have been surrounded by Internally Displace People. We have engaged 

with them, filling up the gaps left by international agencies providing some assistance to the people. We support a 

nursery primary school in whichever form we can. We have introduced Vocational training and Remedial classes for 

young men and women. 

Agriculture is the basic apostolate of the community. It is comprised of near fifty hactres of agricultural land donated 

by the diocese of Tobura-Yambio. This farm is meant to supply the badly needed food to the Solidarity Teachers 

Training College less than an hour drive away. Being funded by Austrian Development Agency of the Austrian 

Government through Caritas, Austria it fulfills a second very important role of capacity building of the people of South 

Sudan by providing training in better agricultural practices, hence with many internal and outreach training 

programmes. 

The school apostolate sees us developing a good nursery school and riving 

the existing primary school. Recently from example we have just completed 

the refurbishing the primary school and recruiting qualified teachers, from 

Solidarity Teachers training School, hoping that it will bring about a turn-

around to the bastardized school. The school has witnessed changes in 

administration, from the mission to government and now back to the 

parish. 

The rate of school dropouts among both boys and girls in South Sudan, and 

especially among girls, is very high, and particularly of a very deplorable 

state in the rural areas of our state, Gbudue State. Thanks to God, with our presence in Riimenze, a number of these 

young people are beginning to sense the need of education in their lives. This has prompted us to afford them with 

the opportunity to return to school by the introduction of Remedial classes. And also, for 

those who wish otherwise, in skills acquisition. 

Solidarity is not a Relief Agency but with the phenomenon of internal displacement of 

people, it has responded by providing for the people. However, the needs of the IDP, is so 

enormous to meet that we have concentrated in caring for the aged and vulnerable of the 

camp, providing them with food, clothing and housing. 

(The contribution by Br Longinus Uche will be published in the next edition) 
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MEETING OTHER RELIGIOUS CONGREGATIONS 

 

Brothers Misheck Mkanthama & Peter Zulu  
visited the Redemptorist community at Retreat 

in Cape Town during the course of January. 
They were received by Father Charles Mulenga 

from Zambia (in the centre of the picture) 

 
The Congregation of the Most Holy 

Redeemer (Latin: Congregatio 

Sanctissimi Redemptoris; CSsR), of 

the Catholic Church, dedicated to 

missionary work and founded in 

1732. by Alphonsus Liguori at 

Scala, near Amalfi, Italy, for the 

purpose of labouring among the 

neglected country people around 

Naples. The congregation includes 

Catholic priests and consecrated 

religious brothers and minister in 

more than 100 countries. 

LEARNING ENGLISH IN CAPE TOWN 

The latest student to make use of St Joseph’s as a 

base has been Br Manuir Mentges from Brazil. 

Recently he toured the Cape Peninsula with Br Mario. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

International Crest  
of the Redemptorists 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alphonsus_Liguori
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scala_(SA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalfi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_priests
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_(Catholic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brother_(Catholic)
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BR. NORBERT’S TRAVELS 2 MAY – 3 JULY 2020 

02 - 07 Mar: All Provincials Meeting, Rome. 04 May: Travel from Joburg to Nairobi. 

10 Mar: Travel from Rome to Lusaka. 
06 – 09 May: All Provincial Councils Meeting of the 
African Region, Nairobi. 

11 Mar: Arrival in Lusaka. 
11 – 16 May: Provincials Meeting of the African 
Region. 

13 Mar: Travel from Lusaka to Kalulushi. 17 – 22 May: Visit at MIC, Nairobi. 

14 – 19 March: Visit at St. Marcellin. 23 May: Travel from Nairobi to Joburg. 

20 Mar: Travel from Kalulushi to Kabwe. 30 May: Custodians Meeting. 

21 - 27 Mar: Visit at St. Paul’s – Kabwe. 01 Jun: Travel from Joburg to Lilongwe. 

28 Mar: Travel from Kabwe to Lusaka. 02 – 07 Jun: Likuni Community. 

29 Mar: Arrival for the Council Meeting, Lusaka. 08 – 10 Jun: Hermitage Community. 

30 – 31 Mar: Council Meeting. 11 Jun: Travel from Lilongwe to Chassa. 

02 – 07 Apr: Visit of Lusaka Community. 13 Jun: Travel from Chassa to Lusaka. 

08 Apr: Travel from Lusaka to Chassa. 14 – 15 Jun: Lusaka – Woodlands Community. 

09 – 14 Apr: Visit at Chassa. 
16 – 18 Jun: New Horizons Management Team 
Meeting – Lusaka. 

15 Apr: Travel from Chassa to Lusaka. 19 – 21 Jun: Lusaka – Woodlands Community. 

16 – 19 Apr: Woodlands – Lusaka Community. 22 Jun: Travel from Lusaka to Chassa. 

20 Apr: Travel from Lusaka to Joburg 24 Jun: Travel from Chassa to Lilongwe. 

25 Apr: Travel from Joburg to Cape Town. 26 – 27 Jun: Provincial Council Meeting – Lilongwe. 

26 – 30 Apr: Visit of Rondebosch & Atlantis 
Community. 

29 Jun: Travel from Lilongwe to Zomba. 

01 May: Travel from Cape Town to Joburg. 30 Jun – 03 Jul: Zomba Community. 

 

 Pope Francis speaks on Lent 

Addressing the crowds on Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis told the thousands gathered in St. Peter’s 

Square that Lent is a season to remove all distractions from one’s life to better hear God and those 

in need. 

“It is the right time to turn off the television and open the Bible. It is the time to disconnect from 

cellphones and connect ourselves to the Gospel,” the pope said. 

“It’s a time to give up useless words, idle chatter, rumours, gossip,” and speak intimately with the 

Lord, Francis said. 


