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Let us opt for the contagion of kindness. 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Marists of Champagnat, 
 

 

In each country of our Province, we are living in a very unique moment in time, with a strict 
isolation in our homes. Schools and projects have had to cease their activities; meetings, vis-
its and trips have been cancelled and postponed until later without knowing when they will 
take place… 

Necessary measures…  

All these changes affect our routines and can be a cause of irritation and annoyance: they are 
however necessary to halt the pandemic of Covid-19, to protect us and the most vulnerable 
around us. You understand, therefore, the importance of strictly observing the measures im-
posed by our governments and our bishops. For us, it is also a very concrete way to show our 
love for others in this very difficult situation. 

Faced with this situation, we can feel helpless and powerless. Nevertheless, I believe that it is 
a privileged opportunity to develop two attitudes: fraternity and prayer. In this way we can 
spread another contagion, that of kindness. 

An excess of fraternity 

As Pope Francis emphasised in recent days, “… it is together that we shall come out of this sit-
uation, moving forward with hope”. I think of all the little gestures of care that we can show to 
each other, looking to a new way of living with those close to us: fellow Brothers, family, 
friends, colleagues, the young people in our care. We can also do this from a distance, using 
modern means of communication – telephone, e-mail, Messenger, Skype, WhatsApp, etc. 
Reach out to others, ignoring self, simply to show an interest, to listen, to encourage… It is 

also taking the time to contact someone who is alone and needs support… It is creating a re-
laxed and calm climate, with sometimes a touch of humour. It is stressing the positive that I 

see, even in the media, in the acts of solidarity that people are capable of… Its is a way of 
“rubbing elbows” during a time of trial, a way of living “with a little more love than usual” as 

Francis Cabrel sings. 
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 A wider prayer 

Even if we ourselves are affected by these restrictions, let us think, firstly, of those who are 
alone or sick, whether at home or in hospital. Let us think, with gratitude, of members of me-
dical teams and volunteers who care for them. Let us think of all those who are there for us, 
in our homes, in the shops, and in the public services... Let us think of all the families who 
must look after their children 24 hours a day. Finally, let us think of our governments, the 
researchers, those who have had to stop working, the media… 

Let us confide them to Mary, Our Good Mother, just as Marcellin did in times of difficulty, by 
joining, both individually and in community, in the prayer that Pope Francis addressed to 
Mary, which you will find at the end of this letter. 

Although I am not able to visit you at this time, I assure you of my fraternal union with you 
and my prayers as well as the support of the Provincial Council. In case of necessity, do not 
hesitate to contact me or the respective Brother in your country – Bro Michael Schmalz 
(Germany), Bro Roberto Di Troia (Belgium), Bro Nicholas Smith (Ireland), Bro Gerard de 
Hann (Netherlands) and Bro Ronnie McEwan (United Kingdom). 

With best wishes and fraternal greetings, 

Brother Robert Thunus 
Provincial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Pope Francis 
 
O Mary, 
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross, you participated in Jesus’ 
pain, with steadfast faith. 
 
Health of the Sick, you know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide so that, 
just as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return 
after this moment of trial. 
 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of  
the Resurrection. Amen 
 

 
We seek refuge under your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas  
- we who are put to the test - 
and deliver us from every danger,  
O glorious and blessed Virgin. 


