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MEETING OF THE AFRICAN MISSION COMMISSION

T

he members of the African Mission Commission (AMC)
held an online meeting on the 23rd October 2020. In attendance at the meeting were Brothers Ifeanyi Mbaegbu
(Nigeria), Francis Jumbe (Southern Africa), John Kusi-Mensah (District of West Africa), Michel Longena (PACE). From
the Secretariat of Education and Evangelizations, Brothers
Carlos Alberto Rojas (Director) and Br Mark Omede (Assistant
Director).
This meeting was unique
because it had in attendance the Vicar General of
the Institute, Brother Luis
Carlos Gutiérrez.
In his address to the
members, Br Luis Carlos
emphasised that Marist
Africa should look beyond
the current situation of the
Covid-19 pandemic and

see it as a humanitarian situation, a situation that calls for
greater solidarity. While acknowledging that it is a challenging
moment, he reminded the group that we are privileged as
Marists to see it as an opportunity to serve the young people
and humanity in a unique way.
Br. Luis Carlos also pointed out that the last General Chapter
called us to be Bridge Builders and promoters of a Culture
of Encounter. This call is a constant reminder on how to
enhance our capacity in
working together as a
Region of the Institute.
AMC for him, should
build a common mission
to live in communion
with each other, promote
same in our various
countries, stand for the
young people especially
those most in need and
unify the Marist works on

general administration
■ On Monday, Br. Valdícer, Director of the WCC Department,
met with the CPVs of Oceania and Asia and South America, on
two different occasions.
■ On Tuesday the International Mission Commission met with
Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar General; Ken and Ben, General
Councillor; Mark and Carlos Alberto (Secretariat of Education
and Evangelisation).
■ On the same day, the Liaison Councillors of the Province of
the United States, João Carlos and Ken, took part in the meeting
of the Provincial Council.
■ On Tuesday, Brothers Oscar and Ken (General Councillors)
took part in the meeting of the Conference of Superiors of the
African Continent.
■ On Wednesday, Brother Valdícer met with the Board of
Directors of the Network of PCVs and with the computer team
of Curitiba.

■ On Wednesday, Brother Libardo, Econome General, and
Brothers João Carlos and Ken took part in the meeting with the
Provincial Council, the Mission Council and the Commission of
Economic Affairs of the Province of Central Mexico.
■ On Wednesday, Raúl Amaya, Director of the Bureau of the
Laity, took part in the meeting with the provincial animation
teams of the laity of the Arco Norte region.
■ On Thursday, the representatives of South America of the
Laity Secretariat (Raúl, João Fedel and Marcos Broc.
■ Several brothers of the General Administration will participate
in the Seminar of the Global Compact for Education, organized
by the Education Commission of the UISG and the USG.
■ On Friday, the Bureau of the Laity will meet with the facilitators of the International Forum on the Vocation of the Lay Marist.
■ On Saturday, Raul Amaya will take part in the celebrations of
the 35th anniversary of the MCFM in Brazil and Chile.
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the continent.
Education and Evangelization, continued Br. Luis Carlos, are
the major areas that demand our presence as apostles of
youth. He therefor concluded by inviting all to inspire each
other and find an active role in what we are called to do
because Marist Africa is encouraged to play a vital role in the
global Marist family.
COVID-19 and Marist Mission on the African continent
AMC members gave situation reports from their respective
AUs on the impact of the pandemic particularly on school
activities (see details here).
Marist Youth Ministry and Youth evangelization on the
continent: Which way forward
Youth ministry remains a priority area within Marist mission
in Africa and as such, the commission discussed the issue of
MYM and how to continue its development on the continent.
The members agreed to work with AU coordinators of MYM

while following the global programme on MYM from the Secretariat for Education and Evangelization of the Institute.
Regional Newsletter
In recognition of the fact that communication is one of the
initiatives in the continental strategic plan, the commission
unanimously agreed that the second edition of the newsletter
should be an urgent priority. Reports on the pandemic and the
New Horizon II Project will form a major part of the newsletter
and this edition will be out soonest.
New Horizon II Update
Since the commencement of this project, a lot of good things
have happened starting from the pilot phase in Malawi. The
African Mission Commission appreciated the effort of the
Secretariat for Education and Evangelization and the FMSI
team who are assisting in this noble project that is making
impact on the lives of those members of society that live on
the margins of life (see details here).

MEXICO

A NEW SETTING FOR MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY

T

he provincial commission of Marist Youth Ministry (MYM)
of Central Mexico broadcast, on the 22nd October, the
first phase of its project “Marist Youth Expression: a
digital space to promote participation and leadership for young
people” (facebook).
Marist Youth Expression aims to give a voice to the Marist
children, adolescents and young people of the Province and
other sister Provinces to encourage analysis, reflection and the
critical vision of children and young people about life and the
reality that surrounds them.

2

11 I NOVEMBER I 2020

The programme will be broadcast live on Thursdays, every two
weeks, from 19:00 to 20:00 (Mexico City time) through the Facebook page of the Marist Youth Ministry Mexico Central. During the
transmission, two young people who will be leading the programme, two adolescents or young people and one adult will be
invited to participate by sharing their experiences and reflections.
The project aims to continue to unite and connect children,
adolescents and young people, despite the pandemic, and to
continue to promote their right to express themselves and to
make themselves heard.
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COVID-19 AND MARIST MISSION							
ON THE AFRICAN CONTINENT
In Africa, as in many parts of the world, the Marist life is facing a especial moment because the Covid-19. A report on the
impact of the pandemic, particularly on school activities, was presented by the members of the African Mission Commission,
who met last 23 October.

Nigeria
Schools were closed from March and the Province promoted
e-learning via zoom. In some instances, students from the
poor homes who could not have access to the online activities followed the teachers in schools. Other means used were
WhatsApp and emails.
Currently the schools are all in session, but the academic
calendar differs in different states. The exit students are still
in school and the new students are waiting to resume but the
current protests in the country call for caution.
West Africa District
Students are still at home in Ghana. Only exit students were
allowed to return for the exit exams. The government tried to
implement e-Learning, but it did not work since schools were
not connected to the internet in the rural areas. The situation
has been tough on the Brothers communities and the schools.
Schools may resume fully in Ghana in January 2021. Other
countries like Ivory Coast, Liberia, Tchad are having the schools
running normal. Cameroon is yet to reopen schools because of

the current crises in the part where Marist schools are located.
Southern Africa
Schools were abruptly closed in all the countries of the Province
in March and that did not go well with the parents and teachers. Online platform was not readily available and in places
where they were available, the cost or the affordability was
another cause of worry, limiting its usage.
Currently schools are in session in the AU. Schools are employing different strategies to try to meet up the curricular activities
for the time lost.
PACE
They are currently in a new school year in many parts of the
Province. DRC is witnessing a protest from teachers in the
public schools for lack of salary. Only private schools are running. Kenya has just resumed schools but not fully, schools are
ongoing in Rwanda. Tanzania never closed schools because the
president declared the country Covid-19 free from the beginning. No information on Central African Republic.
11 I NOVEMBER I 2020
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PHILIPPINES

FMSI AND MISEAN CARA PROMOTE A PROJECT
FOR CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW					
IN GENERAL SANTOS

F

MSI, thanks to funding from Misean Cara, will in the
position to fund education and vocational training activities for children in conflict with the law in General Santos,
Philippines, carried out by the Marcellin Foundation Centre,
which has been working with the most vulnerable children since
1991.
Misean Cara will provide 80,000 euros to the FMSI project aimed
at meeting the education and training needs of the children, and
also promoting the accompaniment and social integration of the
children who have to adapt to a family or a host community.

4

Children in conflict with the law
The problem of children in conflict with the law concerns children
who are often at greater risk of marginalisation. Often, prejudices
related to race, ethnicity or social and economic status can lead a
child to come into conflict with the law even when he or she has
not committed any crime, and be treated severely by the police.
This condition can limit a child’s ability to interact and reintegrate
into society and community life.

Through FMSI’s project, the Marcellin Foundation Centre will be
able to develop activities that are fundamental for the children to
have the opportunity to follow a path of effective rehabilitation and
avoid recidivism in crime.

The problem of children in conflict with the law in the city of
General Santos and in the suburbs is further compounded by the
lack of services and programmes to prevent crime: the Marcellin
Foundation Centre is the only NGO that addresses the problems
of these children and provides them with health and psychosocial
assistance, recovery and reintegration services aimed at rehabilitation and return to school.

FMSI works in partnership with Misean Cara, an Irish funding
body that is always sensitive to the issue of rehabilitation and
school reintegration of children at risk of social exclusion. In
fact, the constant dialogue with community leaders, parents and
students has highlighted the need for a unique reality such as the
Marcellin Foundation Centre in General Santos (Philippines).

This year, children/adolescents who have been trained at the
Marcellin Foundation Centre have had a 65% success rate in
terms of placement as employees, self-employed and working
abroad. Thanks to the centre’s activities, many young people were
able to get out of the illegal world of violence and build a future
for themselves.

11 I NOVEMBER I 2020
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news in brief

Australia
On Friday 13 November, a special ceremony will be held at Red Bend Catholic
College Forbes, to celebrate the presence
of the Marist Brothers at the College from
1926-2020. As an era of having Marist
Brothers on site at the College comes to
an end, Marist life and mission continues
to be enlivened by the strength of that
same Marist spirit that was passed on
from St Marcellin Champagnat. The ceremony will be streamed online: https://
youtu.be/XdSJRJ1LXHA

CÔTE DIVOIRE

FMSI PROJECT CONTRIBUTES TO
MARIST SOLIDARITY IN BOUAKÉ

Brazil Sul-Amazônia
On 9 November, the Pontifical Catholic
University of Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS)
celebrated its 72nd anniversary. On the
occasion, with the presence of the Rector,
Br. Evilazio Teixeira, and the Diocesan
Archbishop, Mgr. Jaime Spengler, the
expansion of a state-of-the-art structure
in the area of research and clinical care
of the brain (Instituto do Cérebro do Rio
Grande do Sul - InsCer) - https://bit.
ly/3n34Vz4 was inaugurated.

Belgium / Nigeria
Brother Jude Anani, from the Province of
Nigeria, has been in Kessel-Lo to study
theology and history at the Catholic University of Leuven. In October he returned
to his Province and was appointed as
Assistant Director in the Marist school in
Ire-Ekiti.

Ireland
The three Marist school in Ireland
organised a “Marist Week” with a theme
that highlighted one of the Marist values:
Presence. Various activities filled the
week: discovering Marcellin Champagnat for the youngest; breakfast; times
for prayer and meditation every day;
fund-raising; photography and poster
competitions; presentations on mental
health and on Marist values.

T

he “Saint Marcellin Champagnat”
school in Bouaké, Ivory Coast, now
has a new infirmary, thanks to the
project promoted by FMSI and the donation of the German association “Verein
Maristen Solidarität International“, whose
contribution has been used to purchase
new nursing equipment and to renovate
the existing structure.
The infirmary will serve the school
community of 1,315 students in the
nursery, primary and
secondary schools,
and 64 teachers
who are part of the
teaching staff.

dents, and will also be a health centre for
the local community.
The implementation of this project aims
to respond to the need to care for sick
students and prevent illness at school,
especially in this time of coronavirus.
The nurse works in collaboration with
the Association of local doctors and
nurses who take turns providing medical
services at the school.

Through the health
centre, the “Saint
Marcellin Champagnat” school will
improve the quality
of life of its stu11 I NOVEMBER I 2020
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SANTA MARIA DE LOS ANDES

MARIST MINISTRY IN THE BOLIVIA SECTOR:		
WALKING FROM THE HEART

B

ecause of the pandemic, the pastoral
animation team of Bolivia, Santa María
de los Andes Province, has been evaluating different ways of doing youth ministry,
looking for new spaces. One of these was live
sessions on Facebook, which gave participants
the opportunity to get to describe their feeling
and what to do about youth ministry involving
different themes.
So, on July 4th, the virtual pastoral space called: WALKING
FROM THE HEART started. The meetings are held via Facebook, on Saturday, at 6:30 pm (Bolivia time) and are aimed
at addressing various pastoral issues following the religious
calendar of Marist ministry that is happening throughout the
year.
Some of these themes already dealt with are: the life of Saint
Marcellin Champagnat, experiences in the GAMA movement,
apostolate in the light of biblical characters and the missionary
month experience.
The team also welcomed representatives from the Province of
the International Marist Youth Meeting “Weaving Life” 2019,
who shared their experiences.
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The recipients of these meetings are made up of those who
are or have been involved in the different pastoral programmes
that the Marist sector of Bolivia offers. Various friends who have
been or are part of the MYM family at institutional and congregational level also participated.
The work promoted by the pastoral team of the Marist sector
of Bolivia has also been nourished by pastoral representatives
from each work in Bolivia and this has allowed all involved in
youth ministry to do their bit in thinking about each content
month by month.
Pope Francis said: “take a risk, he who does not risk does not
advance”. So the Bolivian pastoral team does take risks in the
world of social networks by means of the live media in order to
continue evangelizing in the style of Champagnat.
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marist world
SOUTH AFRICA: MARIST MERCY CARE SOUTH
AFRICA

UNITED STATES: MOUNT ST. MICHAEL
ACADEMY, CHICAGO

GUATEMALA: CONDEGA EDUCATIONAL
COMMUNITY _ HELPS THOSE AFFECTED BY
HURRICANE ETA

NEW ZEALAND: BR. JOHN HAZELMAN WITH THE
REMAR STUDENTS FROM MARCELLIN COLLEGE

URUGUAY: COLEGIO SAN LUIS MARISTAS – PANDO

AUSTRALIA: MARIST HOUSE – MELBOURNE

COMPOSTELA

MARIST SCHOOLS IN PORTUGAL RECEIVE
THE “SEAL OF PROTECTION” FOR CHILDREN

T

he Portuguese National Commission
for the Promotion of the Rights and
Protection of Children and Young
People (CNPDPCJ) awarded the Seal of
Protection (“Selo Protector”) to the Marist
School of Carcavelos and the Marist School
of Lisbon, recognising that the Marist
institutions demonstrate a preventive
approach in the protection and defence of
the rights of children and young people, as
well as in the development of the work of
associations, responding positively to the
requirements.
The Seal of Protection is an innovative measure of recognition
of merit in the promotion of a greater efficacy and efficiency of
the Portuguese system for the protection of children and young

people and rewards the work carried out in line with what is
defined by the policy of the Province of Compostela for the
protection of children and young people (Project CONTIGO).
11 I NOVEMBER I 2020
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GREGORIO DOMÍNGUEZ GONZÁLEZ (GOYO)

THE STORY OF THE PAINTER WHO GAVE
LIFE TO THE FACE OF CHAMPAGNAT

"A

Interview by the Brasil
rt gives me a lot of joy, because
fellow artists, because of the people
Sul-Amazônia Province
I realize that it is my way of
and places I met. I think it was what
passing on to people my love
drove my career”. For him, this was a
for life, my sadness and my joy”. With this
great opportunity: “it was an excellent
simplicity and delicacy, Gregorio Domínguez González explains
alternative, because I always liked painting, but I didn’t know
how he understands his vocation as a painter. “There is a lot of
how to sell”. With simplicity and love for art, Goyo says that
myself in each work I paint”.
he followed this path for many years until the middle of 2018.
After that period, and until now, he works alone, in his studio.
Born in the province of Burgos, in Spain, Goyo, as he is affectionately called, has a history very close to the Marist mission.
In all these years, he reaffirms that what motivates him to
Among the many stories, he is recognized as the one who gave continue exercising this vocation are people and their stories.
life to the face of Champagnat, an image present in the innuMoved, he remembers fondly an episode in which a lady bought
merable places of Marist mission around the world: different
his work at an exhibition in London. “I remember that she
corridors, murals and classrooms of Marist places.
bought me a painting and she seemed very happy and grateful.
For me it was surprising that something that was born inside
The beginning of the Marist journey
me could make someone happy,” he explains. “I can paint, paint
With a journey that began in 1970, Goyo says he joined the
and paint, but if people don’t connect with what I do I feel bad,
Congregation at the age of 10. “The disciplines were a little
I don’t communicate, I feel lonely and I don’t express what’s
difficult for him, since he had a soul and taste for art”, says
inside me”.
Brother Agustín Carazo, formator of the young Goyo, during his
first years in the Novitiate. He remembers that, at that time, he
Another project in which he took part was an initiative carried
helped Goyo in some school subjects and he asked him for his
out with an association together with five artists in a street
notebook. “I was amazed when I saw the whole notebook full
in Calabria, Italy. “The proposal was to paint some walls in a
of pencil drawings. They were very expressive”, says Brother
specific street. It was nice to see the people who approached
Carazo. “To encourage him, I sent him to the Diario Mural del
us, the children who asked about the work”, he recalls. “The
Seminario, and that’s when I realised that he was a little drawpainter’s work is very lonely, but this project gave me a coning genius”.
nection with people, with the history of the villages and with the
other artists,” he mentions.
Just like this episode, the experience in the Congregation of the
Brothers was a gift for the future painter who, throughout his
Painter of Champagnat
formation, received several invitations to collaborate in the artis- With a career already recognized in several places in Europe,
tic projects of different Marist places. “In this process I always
Goyo is known for the form of human expression in his works.
had the opportunity to express what I liked, if there was a need
“The human face is something that has always attracted my
for some decoration or some project related to painting, I did it”, attention. When I paint a face, I realise the infinite expressions a
says Goyo. “Then, I made several interpretations of the figure
person can have: it is enough to change the brushstroke a little,
of Champagnat and murals related to the life of Champagnat in the distance from the eyes, well, there is an ocean of possibilthe schools”, he recalls.
ities to show different expressions and feelings”, explains the
painter.
From love to profession
When he left the congregation, at the age of 27, Goyo was
And his contribution to his Marist journey was no different. Like
invited by an English businessman, together with another
all young people with a vocation, he knew Champagnat and
group of artists, to hold an exhibition in Madrid. At that time,
his history after entering the Novitiate, while his closeness and
he recalls that he realised that he was beginning his life as
link with the history of the founder of the Marist mission was
a professional painter. “It was a very interesting and learnencouraged by Brother Agustín Caroza, who is his friend today.
ing experiences because of the exchanges I had with my
“It was he who encouraged me to investigate more about the
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life of Champagnat and to paint his face”, he recalls. “With his
motivation, and studies that I did in France, I managed to get
closer to the representation of Champagnat”, says Goyo. “I also
believe that spirituality directly influenced my production. If I
had not entered the congregation, it would have been difficult
. Despite his departure from the Institute, Goyo mentions that
Champagnat is an inspiration for his vocation and work. “The
values of Marist work, listening, being close to people, being
a leader and doing everything with a lot of love and simplicity
was something that I learned from the Marist Brothers and
which I carry in my life,” he says. Among the different paintings
produced by Goyo, the best known was the one he did for the
Canonization in 1999. Besides that, his paintings with representations of Champagnat and his life are found in the different
corridors, murals and classrooms of Marist places throughout
the world.
Stories of humanity
“Now my dream is that they find a vaccine against the coronavirus so that we can be together again,” the Marist painter
reveals with grace and hope. Currently, going through the
pandemic, Goyo maintains that, during this sensitive period, he

has experienced difficult and uninspired times.
Revealing his humanity and sensitivity, he mentions that, contrary to what one might think, during the quarantine, he moved
away a little from the canvases and approached music as a
valve to meditate and seek good sensations. “Without much
encouragement to paint, in those days I was learning to play
the guitar”, he says.
Educating through art
With a journey full of stories and experiences, the Spanish
painter always takes up the Marist charism as a philosophy of
life and shares his admiration for the search for a more fraternal world through education. “The important thing is to reach
the heart of people: whether through painting, music, theatre or
any other art”, he says. “To use all the technical opportunities
that exist to create and manifest life.
After all, art is about life,” he says. “For education, art is a wonderful tool,” reaffirms Goyo. “Transmitting knowledge through
art is a fun, simple way and generates more willingness to live
and share the experience of life”.
11 I NOVEMBER I 2020
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GUATEMALA

HURRICANE IN CENTRAL AMERICA

L

ast week, the hurricane and tropical storm ETA in its path
through Central America has caused destruction, desolation and death, mainly in Guatemala, Nicaragua and
Honduras.
Br. Hipólito Pérez, Provincial of Central America, reports that
“the brothers and communities; relatives of brothers and Marist
collaborators; the works
and presences in the three
countries have been practically unaffected, nor is there
any damage to be deplored,
thanks be to God”.

Hurricane, there is a little school of the Carmelite Sisters with
which the NGO SED has been collaborating for years.
The NGOD SED and the Province América Central are developing a solidarity campaign in the face of this emergency situation. In their websites you can find the indications to participate
in this campaign.

The site of the Iberian
Province reports that in the
northern zone of Guatemala,
very much affected by the

ZAMBIA

PERPETUAL PROFESSION OF BR. PETER ZULU

B

rother Peter Zulu, Province of Southern Africa,
celebrated his Final
Profession on 17 October 2020
at Chassa Parish, in Zambia.
The main celebrant at Holy
Mass was the Bishop George
Cosmas Zumaire Lungu of
Chipata Diocese. The Provincial
Superior, Br. Norbert Mwila,
received the Final Vows on
behalf of the Superior General,
Br. Ernesto Sánchez.
About 20 Brothers attended the celebration, including representatives of all the communities in Zambia (Lusaka, Saint Paul’s,
Saint Marcellin’s and Chassa); Provincial councillors Brothers
Francis Jumbe, Fortune Chakasara and Evans Musakanya; and
3 Brothers from Malawi.
The community of Chassa Secondary School and groups of the
Chassa’s Parish animated all the aspects of the feast.
The homily from the Rev. Bishop Lungu challenged the Broth-
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ers to be present to the youth that are confided to their care
in the schools they operate. The support from various bodies,
such as religious men and women, and pupils from Saints
Peter and Paul Day School and Chassa Secondary School was
overwhelming. A special gift for Brother Peter was the presence
of both his parents and some two dozen family members and
friends.
Br. Peter belongs to the Community of St Joseph’s Marist
College, Rondebosch, Cape Town, in South Africa. He works as
teacher and as Vocation Promoter.
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HAITI

MARIST FORMATION HOUSES IN HAITI

T

he Marist Brothers
of Haiti, who are
part of the Province
of México Occidental, have three formation
houses in the country.
Postulancy House
In Aux Cayes in the South
Department is the postulancy house. This stage, where
the Marist adventure of formation begins, lasts for two
years. The postulant hopes
to arrive at a knowledge of
oneself and of one’s personality and to make a discernment of
one’s vocation.

from August 2020, there are 10 novices: 5 from the second year
and 5 from the first year.

The formation team of the Postulancy for 2019-2020 is made up
of Brothers Wilguins Francois (Director), Gustavo Cerda and Oscar
Paul-Louis. This year there have been 12 postulants.

The novitiate formation team is made up of Brothers José
Contreras Landeros, Rafael Alvarez Santana and Antonio Cavazos
Bueno.

Novitiate
In the Grand´Anse Department, we have the novitiate
in Jeremie and a school community in Dame Marie. The
novitiate is dedicated to our
Mother of Perpetual Succour,
Patroness of Haiti.
During the formation year
2019-2020 there were 8
novices of the second year
and 5 of the first year. Now,

Scholasticate
In the video we share today,
you can see the scholasticate
in Port-au-Prince in the West
Department. In it, we will meet
the 8 scholastics in first year,
the 5 scholastics in second
year, the 3 scholastics in 4
year, as well as the 2 brothers
who are accompanying them.
We will also be given an idea
of the different activities of the
community.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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