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On the 21st November, Brothers Cyprian Bankakuu 
Gandeebo, Superior of the District of West Africa, and 
Juan Carlos Fuertes Marí, Provincial of Mediterránea, 

announced that on the 9th November, Brother Superior General 
and his Council approved that the District of West Africa 
become a new Province from August 2021, when the first 
Provincial Chapter will be held.

At the last Chapter of the District, in August 2018 in Ghana, the 
Provincial of Mediterránea, Br. Juan Carlos, and his Vice-Pro-
vincial, Br. Aureliano García Manzanal, informed the members 
of the Chapter of the decision of the Provincial Council to start 
a process for the District to become a Province. These were the 
reasons for such a decision, among others:
• the number of Brothers, the number of communities and 

the number of works has been increasing in recent years;
• the average age of the Brothers demonstrates a young and 

vibrant administrative unit (about 39 years);

• sustainable growth and progressive autonomy with regard 
to the economy;

• a high level of autonomy in the animation and governance 
of the District.

■ Brother Ernesto, Superior General, participates from Mon-
day to Thursday in a formation programme called “Discerning 
Leadership”.
■ The General Councillors Sylvain and Josep Maria partici-
pated in the MAPAC board meeting on Monday.
■ The Secretariat for the Laity is holding various meetings 
with the provincial teams of the laity: Brazil Sul-Amazônia 
and Brazil Centro-Sul (Tuesday); Compostela and Arco Norte 
Region (Wednesday); Mexico Occidental (Thursday); Norandi-
na (Friday). 
■ On Tuesday, General Councillors Ben, Ken and Sylvain, to-
gether with the Vicar General, Luis Carlos, attended a meeting 
with the leaders of Asia and Oceania.
■ On Wednesday, Br. Gregorio Linacero from the Central 
America Province, appointed by the General Council as as-
sistant to the General Econome and Manager of the Strategic 

Plan of the General Administration, arrived at the General 
House.
■ On Wednesday the Marist International Mission Commis-
sion met, with the participation of Brothers Luis Carlos, Ben, 
Ken (General Council), Beto and Mark (Secretariat of Educa-
tion and Evangelisation).
■ The representatives of the Provinces of Compostela and 
Central America met on Wednesday with the General Council-
lors João Carlos, Ken and Ben to discuss the future of Marist 
life and mission in Honduras.
■ The Ad Hoc Committee of the Global Network of Marist 
Schools met on Wednesday, with the participation of Brothers 
Luis Carlos, Ben, Beto and Mark.
■ Brothers João Carlos and Sylvain will participate on Thurs-
day in the bi-weekly meeting of the Bureau of the Laity, with 
Raúl, Manu and Agnes.

THE MARIST DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA
WILL BE A NEW PROVINCE IN 2021

general administration

http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WestAfrica_NewProvince_Dec2020_EN.pdf
https://maristwestafrica.org/
https://champagnat.org/pt/resumo-executivo-das-reunioes-do-conselho-da-oceania-e-do-colegio-de-lideres/
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The two Administrative Units then set up a coordination team 
made up of some members of the two councils. This team has 
designed a discernment process that involve all the communi-
ties in the District. An agreement to continue the collaboration 
between the two future Provinces is also being prepared.

The material gathered during the consultation process will 
serve to prepare the Assembly to be held in 2021, which will 
be the step prior to the Provincial Chapter in August.

District of West Africa
It was created in 2000 and is made up of Brothers from 
Cameroon, Chad, Ghana, Ivory Coast and Liberia. The current 

District Superior is Brother Cyprian Gandeebo, then Brothers 
José Antonio Ruiz Abeijón, Sylvain Yao and Francis Lukong.

The District has 83 Brothers: 61 in perpetual profession and 22 
in temporary vows. It also has 8 novices and 8 postulants.

At present there are 10 schools (nursery, primary and second-
ary) and 11 communities.

Its mission is focused on the education of children and young 
people.

Letter from the Provincial of Mediterránea and the Superior of 
the District:  English | Español | Français | Italiano

We are very happy to write 
you this message, on 
the occasion of the 35th 

anniversary of the International 
Day of Volunteers.

In 1985, with resolution 40/212, 
the United Nations instituted the 
International Volunteer Day to 
celebrate, appreciate and value 
the work, time and availability of 
volunteers around the world.

We take this opportunity to 
express our deepest gratitude to 
all, Brothers and laypeople, of 
whatever age and origin, who are 
participating or have participated 
in volunteer initiatives at all levels 
of the Marist Institute: at the 
inter-provincial or provincial level, 
in schools, universities, social centres, communities or any 
other Marist work, as well as in institutions that collaborate with 
the Marist Institute, whether in the Church or in civil society. 
Thanks also to all those who, despite the pandemic, did not 
give up their service as volunteers, and found creative, safe and 
generous ways to freely offer their time and energies in favour 
of the most needy.

We also want to thank those who 
coordinate and mentor the volunteers: 
the Province Coordinators of Volunteer-
ing – CPVs, the tutors, those responsible 
for pastoral care, the trainers, the host 
communities, the families and all those 
who have welcomed and created spaces 
for the life and mission of the volunteers. 

In these complex and challenging times 
of uncertainty and fear, as well as the 
constant changes in our societies, there 
is a growing awareness that the world 
needs more and more people who are 
willing to volunteer, to live in gratitude 
and solidarity, and to collaborate in 
building a culture of encounter.

Motivated by Pope Francis’ message of 
27 March: “No one is saved alone”, we 
are invited to continue living fraternity in 

service and we hope that the challenges and needs of today’s 
world will find people motivated to be volunteers, living the 
Marist charism in a culture of encounter, becoming “Beacons of 
Hope” and creating “Homes of Light”. 

Fraternally,
Department Collaboration for Mission, International – CMI

CMI

MESSAGE TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE
INVOLVED WITH MARIST VOLUNTEERING

http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WestAfrica_NewProvince_Dec2020_EN.pdf
http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WestAfrica_NewProvince_Dec2020_ES.pdf
http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WestAfrica_NewProvince_Dec2020_FR.pdf
http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WestAfrica_NewProvince_Dec2020_IT.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/the-cmi-department/
https://champagnat.org/pt/mensagem-ao-voluntariado-marista/
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Dr. Nabil Antaki of the 
Blue Marists of Alep-
po in Syria has been 

awarded the “Volunteer of 
the South” prize at the 27th 
FOCSIV International Volunteer 
Award on 5 December, on 
the occasion of International 
Volunteer Day.

The reason for the award 
is: “To Nabil, for not having 
betrayed the man and his own 
Hippocratic oath, for the sake 
of the land and the Syrian peo-
ple. For being faithful to his mission of saving lives and bringing 
hope with the living witness of one’s own life and generosity”.

During the online award, Dr. Nabil welcomed the award and 
said: “I consider it as a recognition of the wonderful work done 
by the 150 Marist Blue Association volunteers. Since the begin-
ning of the war, together with my collaborators, we have tried 
to help the most vulnerable people, to help them live, to put a 
smile on the faces of children, to bring hope to the elderly and 
to sow peace in the region. We are not a charitable association, 
we are an association of solidarity. We want to live with the 
poor and the displaced in order to alleviate their suffering and to 
develop humanity and hope. This is our goal. To sow hope. To 
help people to live and to stay in their country. At the conclusion 
of his address, Nabil thanked FMSI and the Marist Brothers for 
their support. See  the award ceremony here.

Dr Nabil’s candidacy was presented by the Marist Founda-
tion for International Solidarity (FMSI), an NGO of the General 
Administration, which is a member of FOCSIV, a federation of 
Christian organisations of international voluntary service, com-
posed of 87 organisations.

Every year, on Volunteer Day, FOCSIV promotes the Interna-
tional Volunteerism Award. This year, together with Dr. Nabil, 5 
other people were awarded (see the list here).

Nabil Antaki “Volunteer of the South”
Nabil Antaki Nabil Antaki is a doctor. In parallel to a very rich 
professional career, he founded, in 1986, with his wife Leyla 
and brother Georges Sabé, the association “The Ear of God”, 

a project that would involve him in solidarity with the most 
needy people in his city. In 2012, with the war, “The Ear of 
God” became the “Blue Marists”. Currently the group in Aleppo, 
Syria, has 150 volunteers who work helping the displaced and 
refugees of Aleppo, promoting and encouraging care and health 
service programmes, labour, educational and social projects, 
and also distributing food packages and hygiene kits, distribut-
ing food plates and visiting the most vulnerable people.

SYRIA

NABIL ANTAKI WINNER OF THE
“VOLUNTEER OF THE SOUTH” AWARD

https://champagnat.org/pt/nabil-antaki-ganador-del-premio-voluntario-del-sur/
https://youtu.be/izyFIO81ZSE
https://youtu.be/ZAZEpPexLNc
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EAST TIMOR

THE HEALTH EMERGENCY CREATES
NEW REALITIES IN INITIAL FORMATION

Due to the lockdown caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
18 candidates to the Marist religious life were not able to 
fellow their normal steps in the formation program. Ten 

of them would have had to go to the postulancy in Philippines 
and eight to the noviciate in Sri Lanka but they are now in 
Baucau following their formation together with the aspirants. 
Therefore, the Formation house, in addition to directing the 
aspirancy program, also conducts now the first year postulancy 
program and a “prenovitiate” program.

There are five Brothers at the formation house, two from Brasil 
(João Baptista – Brasil Centro-Sul – and Lécio Heckler – Brasil 
Sul-Amazônia) and three from Australia (Robert Spearen, Greg 
McDonald and Matthew Green).

In addition to the 18 young men mentioned, East Timor has 10 
brothers in temporary profession in process of initial formation.

The Postulancy Ceremony
The 18th November, the eight new postulants were formally 
accepted into the postulancy program: Domingos Gomes, Ded-
imo Soares, Octoviano Correia, Simon Mendonca Maia, Edgar 
da Costa Salgueiro, Francisco da Costa Filipe, Ruben Belo de 
Oliveria, Manecas dos Santos. Joining them to renew their 
ongoing commitment to their formation were current postulants 
Ronaldo da Costa and Mario Soares, also stranded in Timor 
unable to return to Davao to continue the second stage of their 
postulant formation.

The Pre-Novitiate Ceremony
The 19th October, the 8 candidates that finished the Postulancy 
were welcomed into the ‘prenovitiate’ program during a simple 
prayer service.

Scholastic Brothers
Belonging to the 10 Brothers from the country in the initial 
formation, Brothers Jacinto and Melquiano have returned from 
MAPAC to Timor Leste to commence their professional studies 
at ICFP in 2021, joining the second Marist Community in the 
country, the Tirilolo Community. While awaiting the commence-
ment of their studies in the new year, Jacinto and Melquiano 
are developing an 8-week pastoral ministry program with the 
parish priest at Lautem.

First ProFessions in Latin america

On the day of the Immaculate Conception, Brothers Ricardo Alfredo Mundo Dueñas, in El Salvador (live: https://www.facebook.
com/MaristasAC/videos/663891470906100), and Kevin Quezada, in Ecuador, made their first profession in the Institute in the 
Novitiate of Medellín (Live: https://www.facebook.com/noviciadomaristalavalla/videos/187359609776722). 
In the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul, Brothers Bruno Marcondes, Carlos Henrique de Oliveira and Nathan dos Santos made their 
first profession on the 9th (Live: https://bit.ly/2KWttfw).

https://champagnat.org/pt/a-pandemia-do-covid-19-cria-novas-realidades-para-a-formacao-inicial-marista-no-timor-leste/
https://www.facebook.com/MaristasAC/videos/663891470906100
https://www.facebook.com/MaristasAC/videos/663891470906100
https://www.facebook.com/noviciadomaristalavalla/videos/187359609776722
https://bit.ly/2KWttfw
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BRAZIL: CHMMF: FRATERNIDADE MÃE DE DEUS, DE 
TAGUATINGA

MADAGASCAR: YOUNG MARISTS OF MADAGASCAR 
(JMM) – ANTSIRANANA

LEBANON: COLLÈGE MARISTE CHAMPVILLE

SAMOA: MELCHOR NOWELLE STARTED HIS SECOND 
YEAR AS A MARIST NOVICE

URUGUAY: MARISTAS SAN LUIS – PANDO

marist world

BANGLADESH: MARIST GIASNOGOR – FEEDING 
PROGRAM

In celebration of the Season 
of Advent, the brothers and 
lay Marists in Asia embarked 

on a journey of prayer, sharing 
faith stories, and bonding as 
one Marist Family. 

On November 29, the first 
Sunday of Advent, around 
79 Marist of Champagnat 
participated in the “Virtual 
Retreat” with the theme “Longing 
for Light”. Brothers and lay from the Marist District of Asia, East 
Asia, and South Asia engaged themselves in an Advent prayer 
and reflection based on the Circular of Br. Ernesto, “Homes of 
Light”. 

A team of brothers and lay composed of Br. Lindley Siono-

sa, Br. Nicholas Fernando, Br. Alfedo Herrera and Br. Allan 
de Castro with lay leaders Elma Rafil, Marjorie Rañeses 
and Agnes Reyes also prepared the Advent weekly reflec-
tions with the hope of deepening more the family spirit, 
nurturing the spirituality of Champagnat Marists in Asia 
and fostering a meaningful journey of longing deeply for 
the birth of Jesus.

MARISTS OF ASIA PROMOTE MEETING
ON THE CIRCULAR “HOMES OF LIGHT”

https://champagnat.org/en/circular-of-brother-ernesto-sanchez-barba-superior-general/
https://champagnat.org/en/circular-of-brother-ernesto-sanchez-barba-superior-general/
https://champagnat.org/pt/maristas-da-asia-promovem-encontro-sobre-a-circular-lares-de-luz/
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B. BEN CONSIGLI

BROTHERS: GROWING IN AGE, GRACE, AND WISDOM

At a past Conference of Major Supe-
riors of Men in the United States, 
Father Myles Sheehan, a former 

Jesuit provincial and medical doctor, 
shared his insights about religious men 
aging with vitality and purpose, and he 
shared some lessons in the art of living 
well as we age. Let’s face it; even the 
younger members of the congregation 
are getting older!  In reflecting on his 
presentation, I thought that most of what 
he said would resonate with any Brother, 
regardless of his age.  I share with you 
some of his most salient “lessons.”

Sustain an active prayer life
Prayer leads us to seek the will of God in 
our lives and to seek out how best to fulfill that will.  We 
pray for others, we pray to worship God, to praise Him, 
and to listen, and to thank Him for the many gifts we have 
received in our lives.  Over time, our spirituality changes; 
what was prayerful or helpful when we were younger may 
no longer satisfy us now.  As we age, we can continue to 
learn to pray, to build an awareness of the presence of 
God in our lives, and this can lead to a better understand-
ing of ourselves and our God.  An annual retreat, spiritual 
direction and spiritual reading may enhance these under-
standings. When we pray, we are better able to practice 
patience within our communities, withhold judgment, and 
be more generous—some of the very qualities that Saint 
Marcellin asked us to hold dear.  It is never too late to be-
come aware of God’s gifts or to respond to them.  Making 
time for personal prayer—whether it’s for fifteen minutes 
or one hour per day— gives us the opportunity to do just 
that. Do I make time for God in my life?

Recognize that all we have is “gift” from God
When I was Provincial, I encouraged the Brothers to 
recognize that all we have, including such things that have 
become the “givens” of our daily lives (homes, medical 
care, the access to cars and travel, finances, indepen-
dence, etc.), is really “gift” and that we are not really 
“entitled” to anything.  Unfortunately, we sometimes act 
as if we are entitled to everything! In our process of aging, 
there will often be the need to let go of some of these 
things that we may have taken for granted.  That can be 
very painful.  A spirituality of aging asks that we continue 
to see our lives as a gift, and it challenges us not to see 

ourselves as entitled to what God, or our Brothers, have 
given us (or what we may want them to give us!).  It is a 
call to be generous with our “time, treasure, and talents.”  
We might want to ask ourselves if we are growing more 
generous as we age, or are we seeing ourselves entitled 
to the many things we want or need.  I think each of us 
can remember some of senior Brothers who continued all 
their lives to be generous men—what a blessing that is for 
each of us.  I offer some questions to ponder:  Do I accept 
the fact that my legitimate human needs are secondary 
to the overall goals and needs of the community and its 
mission?  Is that fact evident in the way that I live and pray 
and share my life? 

Keep a sense of humor
In his Circular, Homes of Light, Brother Ernesto Sanchez 
reminds us that “our family spirit is one of the strengths 
of the Institute…This spirit is not bound by languages or 
cultures and it is a real treasure to feel welcomed in a 
family setting: the personal attention; an atmosphere of 
trust; time shared generously; sense of humor … This 
spirit helps us build homes of light where we care for the 
lives of one another.”

In Marvelous Companions, Brother Seán Sammon 
speaks of humor as a key ingredient to a solid commu-
nal and personal life.  “A sense of humor among us is 
necessary to bring life to our communities.  Some of us 
take ourselves too seriously; we lack an ability to laugh 
at ourselves.  How do we expect to get through life’s 
difficulties or bumps in the road?”  Humor helps us to 

https://champagnat.org/pt/irmaos-crescendo-em-idade-graca-e-sabedoria/
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re-image the meaning of some events that have taken 
place in our lives and lessens the effect of frustrations 
and reversals that are part of everyone’s day to day 
existence.  Seán goes on to say, that “…our way of life 
is meant to make people happy—not in the sense of 
hilarity, but in the deep feeling of contentment experi-
enced by people who have meaning and purpose in their 
life.”  Marcellin considered cheerfulness and optimism 
a mark of a religious vocation. “One who is cheerful and 
contented,” he claimed, “demonstrates simply by his 
disposition that he loves his state in life and he is happy 
in it.”  I can think of no better vocational advertisement 
for religious life.

Serve in ways that bring you joy and support the 
mission and the community
As apostolic religious, we are called to a life of service.  
This does not end when we are no longer in active minis-
try.  As Christians, we are invited to enter into the Paschal 
Mystery and to live out the dying and rising of Jesus in 
our everyday lives, in whatever position or circumstance 
we find ourselves.    Eventually, our energy levels and 
our physical abilities may wane, but we must continue to 
be present to the young people in our midst in different 
ways which address our present realities.  Brother Ernesto 
reminds us that “perhaps our best service would be to 
simply help them (children and young people) seek and 
find ‘meaning’” in their lives.

Our “being present” in our Marist communities is also 
another way we can be of service to each other.  Brother 
Ernesto states that in our communities “we are privileged 
to have older brothers, men of considerable experience 
and faithful commitment. How can we take better care 
of them and profit from their wisdom and experience? By 
looking after each one, showing our respect and apprecia-
tion for who they are… By offering them our time and the 
quality of our presence.”

This “ministry of presence” is an enormous gift we can 
offer to each other and to the young we encounter.

Seek forgiveness and reconciliation
Forgiveness involves a choice and a decision.  Holding 
on to anger can paralyze us, can eat away at us, and can 
control our very lives.  As Seán points out in Marvelous 
Companions, “forgiveness entails a process where we 
choose not to let the hurt we have suffered get in the way 
of continuing our relationship and decide to respond to 
whoever has hurt us rather than hold on to the pain.” 

Our Rule of Life tells us that, “Having experienced God’s 
unconditional forgiveness, we learn to forgive each other 
“seventy times seven” (Mt 18:22). Actually, we must learn 
to forgive one another as many times as is necessary. 
Likewise, we help each other when we give and receive 
fraternal advice. In this way, we avoid criticising others 
or speaking behind their backs. For fraternal advice to be 
helpful, however, you must carefully choose your time to 
speak and do so in a manner that is sensitive.” (ROL #49)

There are few situations of hurt in life where only one par-
ty is to blame.  We must also admit that we too contrib-
uted to the hurt.  We should take some time to reflect on 
the past hurts in our lives and also reflect on those hurts 
we have caused others.  Are there past events in your/my 
life that need healing or a relationship that calls for mend-
ing?  Are there steps that can be taken to set the process 
of forgiveness and reconciliation in motion?

Have regular medical check-ups
We should all go see our doctors at least once a year to 
get our yearly exam, unless we have illnesses that require 
more frequent visits. This will help our doctor keep watch 
over our health. There are a million reasons to see our 
doctor regularly; one of the reasons not often discussed 
concerns one’s health and the effect on the communi-
ty.  We need to realize that our health (or lack of it) has 
an impact on our communities. Everyone should take an 
active approach to his health. By deciding how we want 
to live these years in relation to the community and taking 
charge of our health and well-being, we can make positive 
changes that benefit ourselves and those with whom we 
live.  We each can follow a few simple rules or lessons: 
keep our minds active, our bodies fit and our relationships 
with God and others healthy.

Growing Older—an Art!
We know that the onset of aging can be so gradual that 
we are often surprised to find that one day it is fully upon 
us. The changes to the senses, appearance, reflexes, and 
physical endurance are undeniable–and rarely welcome–
and yet, getting older can have surprising blessings. Age 
concentrates not only the mind, but the body’s energies, 
which may lead to new sources of creativity, perception, 
and spiritual intensity. Growing older can teach us all 
valuable lessons.  Growing older is not a disease but an 
art–and for those who practice it well, it can bring extraor-
dinary rewards.

Brother Ben Consigli, Councilor General
November 2020
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CHAD

FMSI COLLABORATES WITH PROJECTS
TO COMBAT COVID-19 IN KOUMRA

The Marist Brothers of Chad, from the District of West 
Africa, together with FMSI, have launched two projects 
to combat COVID-19 in the city of Koumra to help the 

students of Marist schools and the most needy people.

The local government, in this pandemic situation, has carried 
out awareness campaigns and has distributed protection mate-
rials, but the many people who live in the rural areas have not 
had access to aid and do not have economic resources.

The project, funded by Fondation Missions Maristes of Canada, 
employs two types of intervention.

Intervention in schools
This initiative seeks to protect the health of 4,748 students in 
the 9 secondary schools in Koumra that have resumed school 
activities. This project includes the purchase of hygiene and 
protection kits in the nine schools during the pandemic.

Community intervention
The project aims to help the poorest families, vulnerable people 
or people with disabilities who do not have the economic 
wherewithal  to acquire protective and disinfection materials. So 
far 1300 people have benefited from the project.

This intervention also includes training on COVID-19 for 

community leaders (traditional and religious), so that they can 
raise awareness and sensitize their communities concerning  
the spread of the virus and how to take care of themselves. 
Community leaders are also responsible for identifying people in 
need so that they can help them.

Chad: the current situation in which Marists are working
In recent months COVID-19 has been extended to 16 of Chad’s 
23 provinces. The local government has conducted awareness 
campaigns and distributed protective materials, but the many 
people living in rural areas have not had access to assistance 
and lack financial resources. In view of this situation, FMSI 
and the Marist Brothers present in Chad have launched this 
solidarity project.

“A NEW PRESENT, A BETTER FUTURE”
On October 26 and 27, the first Regional Forum of the Arco 
Norte Region was held, which was attended by more than 100 
Brothers and laypeople from all of the Provinces that are part of 
the Region (Canada, USA, Central and Occidental Mexico, Cen-
tral America, and Norandina), along with participants from the 
Region of South America and the General 
Government in Rome. Keynote conferences 
were also held by Brother. Emili Turú and 
Sister Liliana Franco, president of CLAR.

“As Arco Norte, we look to the horizon to 
recognize ourselves as a Region, direct-
ing the joint work we carry out to finally 
reach the marked transition. Like Mary in 

Cana (Jn 2,5) ‘Make him tell you’” Brother Hipólito, Arco Norte 
Coordinator and Provincial in Central America, invited all that 
were present, emphasizing the mission entrusted to us by the 
XXII General Chapter.

To read more about the event, click here.

FIRST GREAT ARCO NORTE REGIONAL FORUM

https://champagnat.org/pt/colegio-em-joanesburgo-celebra-o-dia-montagne/
https://arconorte.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/EN-First-Arco-Norte-Regional-Forum.pdf
https://champagnat.org/pt/forum-regional-arco-norte/
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The programme “Marist Special 
Groups” (GEM) was founded in 
1990, as a response made by the 

Marists of Mexico to a need for educa-
tional attention for children, adolescents 
and young people with intellectual 
disabilities in Iztapalapa, a poor area of 
Mexico City, in the Province of Central 
Mexico. And this year GEM celebrates 
30 years of education and social inclu-
sion. The programme seeks to provide 
a response of attention and inclusion 
to those children and adolescents who 
have not been able to develop their 
skills to the fullest and feel fully loved 
and accepted within a school environ-
ment.

In 3 decades, the Marist educational 
model has been replicated in other 
communities in the province and there 
are currently 16 Marist schools that host 
GEM. There are an average of 32 groups 
from primary to high school and work, in 
both urban and rural areas.

The GEM programme is aimed at ado-
lescents and young people with Down’s 
syndrome, autism, cerebral immaturity, 
among others, who are specially cared 
for through the GEM method which, in 

terms of development, seeks to guaran-
tee the personal growth and indepen-
dence of people with intellectual disabil-
ities, recognises their dignity, respects 
their differences and provides them with 
spaces for acceptance and socialisation 
with their peers.

Through its school environments, the 
Marist Special Groups model provides 
its students with an “education for 
life” and promotes social inclusion. Its 
educational proposal is in line with the 
Declaration of Human Rights and the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary 
and the International Day of People with 
Disabilities, which is celebrated on 3 
December, the provinces of Central Mexi-
co and Western Mexico have produced 
a video which collects the testimonies of 
the students who are part of  GEM. You 
can watch the video here.

The two Marist Provinces of Mexico have 
also launched the “No one left out” cam-
paign which promotes various aware-
ness and social inclusion events among 
parents and teachers in the schools.

MÉXICO

THE “MARIST SPECIAL GROUPS”
ARE 30 YEARS OLD
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The Mission Council of the Province, 
the 28th November, organized, in 
collaboration with the Kinharvie Insti-
tute, an online interactive meeting for 
Brothers and Lay Marist Partners in 
the Mission. Brother Tony Leon, from 
Australia, led the workshop, which 
focused on “The Power of Vulner-
ability - An Adventure of Encoun-
ter.” About 50 people were able to 
participate.

samoa
On November 22nd, Melchor 
Nowelle started his second year as a 
novice in the congregation. Brothers 
in Mulivai celebrated the occasion 
with him in a home-based liturgy 
prepared by his novice master 
Br. Afaese. Nowelle continues his 
novitiate in Samoa until travel and 
further discernment make other 
possibilities available.

BrasiL centro-norte
One of the stages of the Vocational 
School will take place from 18 to 23 
January 2021, via Zoom. Promoted 
by the Sector of Consecrated Life and 
Laity of the province, in collaboration 
with the Conference of Religious of 
Brazil and the Catholic University of 
Brasilia, this is the only school project 
on Vocation Animation in Brazil and 
has the participation of about 50 
different congregations every year. 
See more details at this link: https://
bit.ly/36LseZb

united states
More than 50 brothers and lay 
people took part in the Advent retreat 
promoted by the Province last week-
end. A set of reflections on walking in 
Advent with Mary, the Good Mother, 
is available in English: https://bit.
ly/36IGYrI

https://www.facebook.com/InstitutoMexicodeToluca/videos/709756866316442/
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutoMexicodeToluca/videos/709756866316442/
https://champagnat.org/pt/os-grupos-especiais-maristas-celebram-30-anos-de-vida/
https://bit.ly/36LseZb
https://bit.ly/36LseZb
https://bit.ly/36IGYrI
https://bit.ly/36IGYrI
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A Workshop for Community 
Leaders of the Province 
of Nigeria was held at the 

Marist Brothers Provincial House, 
Iva-Valley-Enugu, from 13th to 
14th Novembers, 2020.

The Workshop was a follow up of 
a similar workshop for Community 
Leaders held in Kigali, Rwanda in 
2019.

The Workshop was facilitated by 
Br. Samuel Okebaram and Br. 
Nathaniel Odo. These two Brothers 
participated in the Kigali workshop. It was centered on three 
themes: building a Community (Bridge Builders); Servant Lead-
ership and Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults.

The Br. Provincial of Nigeria, Br. Vincent Abadom welcomed the 
participants. He encouraged them to put the outcomes of the 
workshop into practice in animating their various Communities.

Some outcomes of the Workshop were:
• Community Leaders are bridge builders.
• A Community Leader should be a good listener. He should 

develop and build trust and confidence among the mem-
bers.

• Our Community and apostolate are inseparable. They are 
integrated.

• Brothers are called to live as a family.
• We should listen to the calls of the 22nd General Chapter 

and live as a Global Charismatic Marist Family.
• Community Leaders are encouraged to live and practice 

servant leadership.
• Community Leaders are to be transparent in communica-

tion, open and available to their members.

• Our organization and structures must be flexible.
• The world needs leaders who are committed to serve 

people and to live by example.
• As leaders we are to mitigate poverty, hatred, violence, and 

ecological destruction.
• Community Leaders should use fraternal dialogue, forgive-

ness, and friendship in resolving issues.
• Community Leaders should involve the members in the 

running of the Community.
• They should be light to others that show the direction to 

Christ.
• Find energy in the weakness of the Brothers, like tolerating 

and understanding them.
• Community Leaders should make their community a home.
• Share meals together. Use mealtime to bond as a Commu-

nity.
• The Marists have to safeguard Children and Vulnerable 

Adult.

The workshop ended with a call for the Community Leaders to 
put the outcomes of the workshop into practice in their various 
Communities.

NIGERIA

COMMUNITY LEADERS’ WORKSHOP
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