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GERAL HOUSE

APPOINTMENTS TO THE SECRETARIAT OF LAITY

T

he Secretariat of Laity is a body of the
General Administration of the Marist Institute which encourages the Marist lay
vocation in line with the Administrative Units.
It is composed of the Director, Raúl Amaya
(Santa María de los Andes), and two Assistant
Directors, Manu (Mediterránea) and Agnes
(East Asia). The Secretariat is supported by a
larger team, called the “Extended Secretariat
of Laity”, currently made up of João Luis Fedel (Brasil Centro-Sul), Carole Wark (Australia),
Ana Saborío (Central America) and Br. Elias
Iwu (Nigeria).
The Superior General and his Council have
recently made new appointments to this team.
The director of the Bureau, Raul, begins his
second three-year term in January 2021. On
the same date, Anna and Br. Elias begin their second term of
service at the Extended Bureau. Marcos José Broc, from the
Province of Brasil Sul-Amazônia, will begin his first term in
the Extended Bureau to replace João Luis Fedel. Manu and

Agnes continue their mission as Deputy Directors and Carole
will continue as a member of the Enlarged Bureau.
Get to know each of the team members through this link:
http://bit.ly/38a4Xzl

general administration
■ From 14 to 17 December, Agnes Reyes, from the Bureau
of the Laity, is coordinating a webinar with the postulants of
the MDA on the vocation of the laity and the communion and
co-responsibility of the Lay Brothers.
■ From Monday to Friday this week, Brothers Sylvain and Oscar, General Councillors, are organising a retreat for a group
of Marists from the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul.
■ On Monday, Brother Luis Carlos, Vicar General, and
General Councillors Ken and Ben met to prepare for the next
meeting of the Marist Mission Commission.
■ On the same day, the Council of Economic Affairs, in which
Brothers Libardo and Goyo (Econome General) and Brother
Ben took part, met to analyze the budget of the General Administration for the year 2021.
■ On Tuesday, the Liaison Councillors of the Province of West

Central Europe, Brothers João and Ben, took part in a meeting
with the Brothers of the Province to discuss the future of
Marist life and mission.
■ On Wednesday, the General Council held its “Regular
Council” meeting.
■ The Ad Hoc Committee for the creation of the Marist Schools
Network meets on Wednesday (Spanish) and Friday (English).
Brothers Luis Carlos, Ben (General Council); Mark and Beto
(Bureau of Education and Evangelisation) are taking part.
■ On Thursday, the meeting of the Extended Bureau of the
Laity will take place and will be attended by Brothers João
Carlos and Sylvain.
■ On Friday, Brothers Sylvain and Josep Maria, General
Councillors, will take part in the meeting of the District Council
of Asia.
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ITALY

TUTTI FRATELLI ANNUAL GATHERING

D

espite the pandemic and all the restrictions that come with
it, brothers from different congregations present in Rome
came together on November 28 for the Tutti Fratelli Annual
Gathering. This happened online, a first since 2010, when the first
encounter took place.

Don Roberto shared about his ministry with the homeless in the
streets of Rome, a work made more challenging and meaningful by
the pandemic. He highlighted fraternity as a primary element in the
encounter with the poor, and the importance of physical closeness
with them where practical and possible.

This yearly gathering is an occasion for exchange of experiences
and promotion of common initiatives. It is likewise a celebration
of fraternity and an opportunity to deepen the
meaning of the brothers’
vocation today.

In turn, Br. Alberto talked about “Integral Ecology in Time of
the Pandemic”, emphasizing the challenge to “live Laudato Si

About eighty brothers
from more or less thirteen congregations connected for the two-hour
session, which carried
the theme, “Integral
Ecology, Laudato Si and
Coronavirus”. The virtual platform also made
possible the participation
of several brothers from
outside of Italy, such as
Australia, Mexico, the
United States and India,
to mention some.
Thirteen Superiors General, including Br. Ernesto Sanchez, graced the
encounter. There were
also seventeen Marist
Brothers who attended.
The Tutti Fratelli Group that organizes this annual gathering are
formed by representatives of different brothers’ congregations
in Rome. The Secretariat of Brothers Today, from the General
Administration of the Institute, collaborates with this group. Since
its foundation ten years ago, two inter-congregational courses of
on-going formation have already been conducted.
The meeting
The theme was elaborated by two presenters: Don Roberto
Cherubini of the Community of San Egidio and Br. Alberto Parise, a
Comboni Missionary.
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globally” where all sectors, including religious congregations,
are involved. He then gave some guidelines on how the different brothers’ congregations can respond to this call from Pope
Francis himself.
After the talks, the participants were sent to breakout rooms for the
sharing of reflections. Though the time was limited, the exchange
was nevertheless rich. Back in the plenary afterwards, the participants listened to some echoes from the small groups.
The gathering concluded with a beautiful prayer inspired by Laudato Si.
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SYRIA

Brothers Ieremia and Ienraku are
two brothers from Kiribati who
recently made their first profession
in the Institute. Because of the pandemic, they cannot go to the Philippines, to MAPAC, for post-novitiate
formation. They are making this
journey in the community of Suva,
with Brothers Kees and Fergus, and
are going to the University of the
South Pacific.

THE LETTERS OF ALEPPO

news in brief

Fiji

Western Mexico
Brother Jesús Hernández, the present Vice-Provincial, will be part of the
formation team of the Inter-Provincial
Novitiate of Medellín, Colombia.
Because of this he will not be able to
continue in his function. Therefore,
from January 2021, the service of
Vice-Provincial will be taken over by
Br. Luis Roberto González.

Novitiate of Cochabamba
Six novices from the South American
Region completed their two-year
novitiate in Bolivia. Three from the
Province of Brasil Centro-Sul, as previously reported, made their first profession on December 9. On the 12th,
Brothers Donavan Farias Machado
(Porto Alegre - Brasil Sul-Amazônia)
and Jefferson Bonomo (Belo Horizonte - Brasil Centro-Norte) made their
first profession. Gilber Galarza Pérez,
from the Province of Santa Maria de
los Andes, will make his profession
on the 2nd January, in Santa Cruz de
la Sierra, Bolivia.

Southern Africa
On December 5, the following
brothers made their first profession:
James Masikiya, Cornelio Mulambiki,
Eulalio Celestino, Thokozani Aubrick
and Evance Masangano. On the
same occasion Brother Dias Gemusse, made his final profession.

"L

es lettres d’Alep”, in its original French title, was published
by “L’Harmattan” Publishing
House in March 2018. In October 2020
the Italian version was published under
the title “Lettere da Aleppo” by L’Harmattan Italia. In Spain, Ediciones Khaf,
of the Luis Vives Publishing Group,
published the Spanish version this year
with the title: “Cartas de Alepo“.
The authors, both from Aleppo, are
Doctor Nabil Antaki and Brother Georges Sabé.
This intense correspondence, all
collected on the site of the Institute, is
the passionate chronicle of two characters who chose to live in a battered city,
Aleppo, facing the Syrian civil war with
the weapons of solidarity and brotherhood. Their testimonies allow the reader
to follow, almost live, the painful daily
life of a population that struggles with a
conflict that has disrupted its existence
for many years.
July 2012
After a year and a half of fierce war in
Syria, the country is in tatters; half of
Aleppo, Syria’s second city and economic
capital, is invaded by rebels, causing
the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people and the exodus of an
equal number. The authors, Nabil and H.

Georges Sabé, decided to stay in the city
and, during the following years of war,
they wrote, more or less regularly, letters
to their friends.
The letters
The Letters of Aleppo outline a picture
of the situation and tell of the suffering
of the displaced, the misery of the poor,
the anguish of the inhabitants and the
atrocity of the war; they also describe
their response to these dramas: through
compassion, accompaniment, solidarity
and the gift of themselves and their association “Les Maristes Bleus”.
This book aims to be a testimony of solidarity, an act of faith, a message of hope
and a hymn of love.
16 I DECEMBER I 2020
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LAVALLA200>

RODRIGO GRIS CASTRO: GATHERING STORIES
Rodrigo Gris Castro, from the Province of México Occidental, participated in the Project LaValla200> for three years. He was in the
Mount Druitt Community, Sydney, Australia, from April 2017 to May 2020, with his wife, Argelia Hernandez Mendoza. In this interview, Rodrigo shares some things that had the greatest impact on him from this experience.

What motivated you to leave
everything to participate in
an international and intercultural community?
Some elements: leaving our
comfort zone, a way of celebrating the lead-up to the Marist
bicentennial. A new beginning,
200 years. The invitation to create new mixed communities in
the Institute. A great motivation
was the letter from Brother Emili
Turu, “The Dance of Mission,
and in particular, to respond to
the question: ‘What would you
do if you were not afraid?’
what community life meant for you?
Sharing our vocation, living with joy, together as a family, lay
people and religious brothers. Collaborating together in daily
work. Sharing the richness of who we are, sharing the richness
of our particular vocation. Praying together in community, helping in the kitchen and sharing our meals. It was important to
share moments of joy and solidarity. It was important to share
our culture.
And the ministry of the community?
It was important to live on the outskirts of the city. Getting to
know the local scene and working in ministry together as a
team, as the LaValla200> community. We were able to have
a positive impact through our ministry on children and young
people in vulnerable situations; to work as a team with the
local parish and also with the diocese; to support the mission of the Marist Province in Australia; to be involved in the
activities of Marist Youth Ministry and the Marist Association;
to help with the education of children from the Aboriginal
community and be in solidarity with the Aboriginal women and
their families.
What summarizes your experience?
We were living a new Marist beginning. We were living the joy
of the Gospel. We were accomplices of the Spirit. All together,
lay people and brothers around the same table.
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What was the most significant scenario or event in your
time with Lavalla200>?
Working on the outskirts of Mount Druitt, with vulnerable children and youth, in particular with Aboriginal families. Sharing
food with Aboriginal women. Celebrating life as a Marist family.
Meeting people at some depth, working hard, celebrating life
and the gift of every moment with the joy of the Gospel.
We are one big international Marist family. We share the same
charism, the same spirit.
What were your biggest challenges during this time?
Living on the periphery is not easy. Intercultural living is interesting, but it involves facing something different, new, unknown. Language is another obstacle. Accompaniment for the
lay members, for women especially, is a challenge. We need
more accompaniment, especially the Marist laypeople.
What would you like to say to the brothers and lay
Marists who are thinking of participating in the Lavalla200> Communities or other international/intercultural
projects of the Institute?
What would you do if you were not afraid? Welcome to the
LaValla200> family. Thank you for listening to the voice of the
Spirit in your heart. With joy you can share life in the international mission. Seek first the kingdom of God, and all will be
added to you.
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SOUTH KOREA: BROTHERS OF THE COMMUNITY
OF THE EDUCATION CENTER AND SOME
BROTHERS OF THE SECTOR HOUSE

AUSTRALIA: BURWOOD

MEXICO: CENTRO INFANTIL Y JUVENIL MARISTA
(CIJMA) – ZAPOPAN, JALISCO

COLOMBIA: MEDELLÍN NOVITIATE

BRAZIL: MARISTS IN ILHA GRANDE DOS
MARINHEIROS: HELP TO THE FAMILIES IN NEED

ÍNDIA: OPERATION RAINBOW – CONSTRUCTION
OF A SHELTER FOR A FAMILY LIVING WITH HIV

NIGERIA

NINE POSTULANTS OFFICIALLY RECEIVED INTO POSTULANCY IN ORLU

N

ine postulants of the Province of
Nigeria were officially received to
the Postulancy by the Provincial
Superior, Br. Vincent Abadom, on 8th
December, Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, at the Marist Formation Centre, in Orlu, Imo State, Nigeria.
The nine postulants of the first year will
follow the formation with the five second-year postulants.
The names of the postulants are:
Chinedu Victor, Enyia Anthony, Ireozor
Johnbosco, Obasi Benjamin, Odo Samson, Okafor Felix, Onwuzuruigbo William, Tyokusu Samuel and
Ukaefu James.
The Brothers thanked God for the precious gifts of the nine

young men to the Province and commended them to Mary our
Good Mother for maternal protection. The Provincial and his
Council and the formation team were thanked for their contributions and support.
16 I DECEMBER I 2020
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DECEMBER 12

INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSAL
HEALTH COVERAGE DAY

O

ne of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDA)
talks about working for the health of all human
beings, in all countries of the world. In 2017,
the United Nations approved the establishment of the
International Day of Universal Health Coverage as a
basic element in the development of peoples. It is a day
to consolidate the work carried out over the years in the
struggle for access
to quality health.
We, Marists of
Champagnat, also
want to become
more aware of this
issue. It could be
argued that we
do not work in
health care, and
that therefore this
topic is not really
our concern. Yet,
as Marists we are
working so that
all people have
access to their
rights, especially
those in situations of greater vulnerability. Working
for rights includes working for access to quality health
care. Health, like education, is a basic human need.
When we work for integral human development and
for the wealth and well-being of all to be increased,
health also features. Working for the development of
our different societies means advocating for quality
education and health systems that are accessible to
all. We are living in a time when, at the global level,
we have become particularly aware of the need to
protect public health. Covid-19 has made us discover
our vulnerability and the importance of having quality
health systems.
Many of our schools remain closed due to the health
crisis we are experiencing. Many others are open but
have had to develop special health protocols to look after the health of the children and staff. Let us help each
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other become aware of public health as a basic good,
of how it should be both universal and accessible, with
reliable health centres and available medicines.
In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis makes
several references to the importance of caring for
health and strengthening health systems. As societies,

we cannot allow quality health care to be the privilege
of only the few. The Pope reminds us how this time of
pandemic has opened our eyes to the importance of
having a quality health system, and the importance of
having well-prepared health professionals.
Let us take advantage of these International Days proposed by the United Nations to grow in awareness and
responsible action. Let us help our learners/students
become more aware of the needs of our world. We,
Marists of Champagnat, can also do our bit to change
the world, so that basic rights are not violated, so that
countries and governments enact laws that promote
the good of all their citizens. Let us be “a prophetic
reminder of the dignity and fundamental equality of all
God’s people”.
Br. Ángel Diego
Director of the Secretariat of Solidarity
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GENERAL HOUSE

CMI MEETS THE PROVINCIAL COORDINATORS
OF MARIST VOLUNTEERS

T

he Department of Collaboration for the International
Mission (CMI) completed, on 30 November, the first
cycle of its meetings with the Provincial Coordinators of Volunteers (PCVs) of the 5 Marist Regions: Asia
and Oceania (3 November 2020), North Arc (5 November
2020), South America (9 November 2020), Africa (26
November 2020) and Europe (30 November 2020).

List of participants by Region:
• Region of Asia and Oceania: Br. Chris Wills (Regional Delegate and CPV Prov. Australia), Br. H. Edgar
Ceriales (CPV East Asia Prov.), Br. Francis Attah (Maris
District of Asia – MDA).
•

Region of Arco Norte: H. Fernando Luis Alberto Lopez
(Regional Delegate and CPV México Occidental), H.
Owen Ormsby (CPV Prov. USA), Pedro Chimeno (CPV
Canada), H. Orlando Escobar (CPV Norandina), Maryury
Morales (presencia estratégica Norandina), María del
Socorro (Coco) Alvarez Noriega (CPV México Central), H.
Daniel Martín De Paz (CPV América Central).

•

Region of South America: Alvanei Finamor (Regional Delegate and CPV Brasil Centro-Norte), Renato
Estevão Biasi (CPV Brasil Sul-Amazônia), Bruno Manoel Socher (CPV Brasil Centro-Sul), Mónica Linares
(CPV Cruz del Sur), Br. Juan Manuel Garcia (CPV
Santa María de los Andes), Mauricio Siñaniz (strategic
presence Santa María de los Andes).

•

Region of Africa: Br Daniela Goeieman (Regional Delegate and CPV Southern Africa), Br Teo Grageda (CPV
PACE), Br Viateur Nsabagasani (CPV PACE – Rwanda),
Br Njakatiana Herinala Randriarivony (CPV Madagascar),
Br John Kusi-Mensah (CPV West Africa District)

•

Region of Europe: Br Juan Pablo Hernandez Castillo
(Regional Delegate and CPV Mediterranea), Ana Belen
Salas (CPV Compostela), Renate Hacker (CPV Europe
Central West), Br Pau Tristany (CPV ad interim L’Hermitage), Br Antonio Tejedor Mingo (CPV Ibérica).

The meetings, held via Zoom, were attended by members of CMI and the CPVs of each Region, including the
regional delegates of the Board of Directors of the Volunteer Network and other people with strategic roles for
volunteerism.
The main theme of the meetings was volunteering based
on the reality of each region, and at the same time, inter-provincial volunteering.
After a moment of prayer, the CPVs of each region
shared the following:
• Communication on the current situation of volunteering in each administrative unit
• Information on key challenges during the Pandemic
• Testimonials on creativity and some initiatives of
volunteering at local and international level, where
volunteering continues its work.
• Reflections and opinions about the work done.
Before the end of the virtual meetings, proposals and
ideas were put forward on how to continue and prepare
for the future of the Marist Volunteers in each Region and
in the Institute, based on the questions and challenges of
the present.

16 I DECEMBER I 2020
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HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC:
A TUG OF WAR

H

uman rights are the rights and freedoms of all human beings regardless of their ethnicity, religion,
gender, language, political opinion and national or
social origin. They were drafted by representatives from
all regions of the world and declared on December 10,
1948 in Paris by the General Assembly of the United
Nations in response to the atrocities of the Second
World War, recognizing their protection to be the foundation for freedom, justice, and peace.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights Day is
observed by the international community every year on
10 December to commemorate their adoption by the
UN General Assembly.
The theme chosen for
this year’s commemoration is “Recover Better
– Stand Up for Human
Rights” to draw the
world’s attention to the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on human
rights and raise awareness of shared humanity, global solidarity, and
the need for collective
action and encourage pro-human attitudes and practices in the fight against the pandemic.
According to virologists and infect ologists, the respiratory illness responsible for the COVID-19 pandemic
was first identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, China.
It is caused by the severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) which spreads from an
infected person’s mouth or nose in small liquid drops.
When an infected person coughs, sneezes, speaks,
sings, or breathes heavily and the liquid drops released
get into the mouths, noses, or eyes of anyone in close
contact.
The impact of COVID-19 pandemic is unprecedented. Its death toll and loss of livelihoods is enormous.
With little or no income during lockdowns, millions
of workers are unable to feed their families. Border
closures and confinement measures prevent farmers
from accessing markets, and agricultural workers from
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harvesting their crops. This has severe consequences
for the food system and supply chains. Public health,
education and the labour market are also affected.
COVID and Human Rights
The human rights question in the COVID crisis for
most people in the developed countries is phrased as
personal rights versus the common good. But, on the
other hand, there are many other human rights issues
currently facing the most vulnerable of our societies.
Poverty and unemployment, closure of schools, crowded refugee, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
migrant settlements camps as well as the homeless
or residents of slums
where lack of access to
clean water and sanitation is a fundamental
issue are a challenge to
human rights.
For us, Marists, this
time of the pandemic
justifies our effort of
building bridges and a
global family to facilitate our response to
emerging needs. The Global Marist Family Fund for Humanitarian Emergencies campaign is our global solidarity
and support platform to assist the vulnerable in the
crisis-stricken regions of the world.
What we need to know about the COVID-19 pandemic
is not only about the death toll and loss of livelihoods.
Pope Francis, in Laudato Si and Fratelli Tutti, believes
that the pandemic is an important push for the world’s
aspiration to universal fraternity and solidarity as
fundamental steps towards a better future, an opportunity for real systemic change. He is convinced that the
pandemic has exposed our vulnerability just to unmask
the false certainties around which we construct our
projects, habits, and priorities, and offer us a new vision of society in which human rights and dignity would
be respected.
Brother Francis Lukong
Director Assistant of the Secretariat of Solidarity
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EUROPE MARIST REGION

T

he Regional
Council of
Europe Marist
Region (EMR) met
for the second time,
from the 4th to the
5th November, with
the aim of continuing
to take decisions and
to give shape to the structure of the Region which comprises
the Provinces of Ibérica, West Central Europe, Compostela,
Hermitage and Mediterránea.
Regional communication
During the meeting, the topic of a communication model for
the Region was discussed and a start made on a Regional
Communication Framework to promote working together,
greater synergy and common initiatives among the five
provinces. To this end, a communication team will be set
up to be composed of one person from each province and a
coordinator.
In line with this topic, approval was given for a single calendar for the whole Region which will include all formation
opportunities, meetings and any other activity endorsed by the
Regional Council. Likewise, it was agreed that the publication
“Maristas Siglo XXI” (21st Century Marists) in paper form will
end with the academic year 2020-21, after seven years of
life; a digital communication portal will be established from
the 2021-22 academic year onwards.
Appointments of the Regional Council
The Regional Council is made up of the Provincials, Tomás Briongos (Compostela – President), Moisés Alonso (Ibérica), Pere
Ferré (L’Hermitage), Juan Carlos Fuertes (Mediterránea) and
Robert Thunus (West Central Europe). Br. Teodorino Aller is the
Regional Secretary. The General Councillors for Europe, Brothers João Carlos do Prado and Ben Consigli, also participate.

The Coordination and Follow-up Team of the Region will be
made up of Br. Andreu P. Sánchez, Mr. D. Ángel Prieto, Br.
Teodorino Aller and the secretary for mission. Until June,
Brother Nicolás García will be the link person for initial formation with the Secretariat of Brothers Today.
Regarding the Community of Syracuse, Regina Biasibetti will
be the reference person between the community and the
region/province. Br. Giorgio Banaudi is appointed as the canonical representative to the diocese and Br. Ricardo Gomez
as the ministry coordinator. Imma Amadeo Gurí (L’Hermitage)
was appointed coordinator of the communication team for one
year.
Meeting with the Secretariats in Rome
In its second work session, on 5 November, the team met by
videoconference with Br. Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General,
and the various secretariats of the General Administration with
the following objectives:
•
•

To strengthen the links between the European Region and
the General Administration
For the General Administration to share some global
priorities and some specific to Europe.

Message 1: Español | Français | English
Annex Message 1l: Español | Français | English

Instituto dos Irmãos Maristas - Casa Geral
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Roma, Itália - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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