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“I essentially apologize 
for the historical 
abuses that caused 

pain and suffering to those 
in our care in the previous 
decades”, said Br. John Ha-
zelman, leader of the District 
of the Pacific, in his video 
message on behalf of the 
Marist Brothers. The district 
is present in four countries: 
Fiji, Kiribat, New Zealand 
and Samoa.

“For students of today our 
Marist schools are places of 
achievement, where every 
child is valued for who they are and who they can become”, 
Br. John stated in the video message.

“We should have protected those in our care from any form of 
abuse and, thankfully, we now recognize it for what it is – it is 

a criminal offence”.

Like other catholic institutions, the Marist community of New 
Zealand is collaborating with the Royal Commission of Inquiry 
into Abuse in Care, that is looking into what happened to 

■ On Monday and Tuesday, Brothers Ken and Oscar, Link 
Councillors to the Africa Region, took part in a virtual meeting 
with the Provincials of the region.
■ On Tuesday, a meeting of the Institute’s Patrimony Commis-
sion took place. In addition to the members of the team, Brothers 
Ángel Medina and Lindley, from the Secretariat Brothers Today, 
and the link Councillors, João Carlos and Óscar, took part.
■ On the same day, the Brothers Today Secretariat, with its 
directors and link councillors, took part in the meeting of the 
International Commission which is preparing the new Forma-

tion Guide of the Institute.
■ Tuesday also saw the meeting of the Expanded Secretariat 
of the Laity. The three directors will meet again on Thursday, 
together with the two link councillors, Brothers João Carlos 
and Sylvain.
■ On Wednesday, the Vicar General, Brother Luis Carlos, met 
with Brothers Ben Consigli, General Councillor, and Carlos 
Alberto Rojas, Director of the Secretariat for Education and 
Evangelisation, to discuss the initiatives promoted by this 
same Secretariat.

general administration

DISTRICT OF THE PACIFIC

BR. JOHN HAZELMAN: “WE SHOULD HAVE PROTECTED 
THOSE IN OUR CARE FROM ANY FORM OF ABUSE”

https://youtu.be/fbyBfLaxuV8
https://youtu.be/fbyBfLaxuV8
https://champagnat.org/pt/ir-john-hazelman-deveriamos-ter-protegido-aqueles-que-estao-sob-nossos-cuidados-contra-qualquer-forma-de-abuso/
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GHANA

THE DISTRICT OF WEST AFRICA ADOPTED A NEW MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM FOR COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL LEADERS

Aorkshop on a new Management 
Software for the Marist activities, 
was on 6th January 2021 organized 

for Principals, Community Superiors and 
Bursars in the Marist District of the West 
Africa. This workshop is one of several 
strategies adopted by the Marist District to-
wards becoming a Province. The program 
which brought together twelve brothers 
from Ghana, Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, Chad 
and Cameroon was held via Skype.

In his opening remarks Br Cyprian Gandee-
bo, the District Superior, asked the participants to show interest 
and own the software for effective leadership and accountabil-
ity in the communities and works. He was optimistic that the 
software will encourage more communication among leaders 
of Marist works and communities which had hitherto been a 
challenge in the District.

The program which is in its implementation stage has two com-
ponents: The U-school and V-track. The U-school is an integrated 

application software that handles student’s information including 
academics, Students report cards, fees payment, receipting, 
pay roll management, other school management protocols. The 
V-Track, on the other hand, is an Assets management software 
for our schools and communities. It takes the inventory of all as-
sets and property of the District of West Africa. It further contains 
a balance sheet management system. The new management 
system is meant to replace the current management and report-
ing system with its attendant challenges.

children, young people and vulnerable adults in care. The 
Catholic Church’s involvement in the Royal Commission pro-
cess is based on the following principles:

• regard all forms of abuse as unacceptable and indefen-
sible

• accept the responsibility to continue to act to 
stop abuse

• listen to, learn from, and support survivors
• act swiftly on complaints and follow them 

through
• commit to ensuring transparency.
Disclosing abuse and seeking redress is an 
important and difficult step for survivors on their 
long journey of healing. The Royal Commission 
offers a welcome opportunity for people to share 
their stories of abuse and the lasting impacts of 
this abuse. The public hearing process will be 
the first time when some people’s experiences of 
abuse have been discussed in a public forum.

The Marists are listening respectfully to the experiences of all 
who have been harmed and apologies  to victims of historical 
abuse and acknowledge with deep regret the impacts that 
such experiences have had in people’s lives.

Read the full statement here.

https://champagnat.org/pt/distrito-africa-del-oeste-adota-novo-software-de-gestao-para-suas-atividades/
https://maristbrothers.org.nz/professional-standards/
https://youtu.be/fbyBfLaxuV8
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GENERAL HOUSE

TEACHING AND LEARNING DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC: AN INVITATION TO RETHINK EDUCATION
24 january – international day of 
education
Quality education is one of the United 
Nations (UN)’s seventeen Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) for a better 
world by 2030. On December 3, 2018, 
the UN General Assembly adopted res-
olution 73/75 and proclaimed January 
24 as an International Day of Education 
to emphasize the key role that educa-
tion plays in development. The theme 
chosen for this year’s celebration is 
“Recover and Revitalize Education for 
the COVID-19 Generation”. It anticipates 
a better future for education despite the 
spread of a highly transmissible corona-
virus variant in the United Kingdom and 
the United States.

When schools shut down to prevent the spread of the coro-
navirus, many governments encouraged their countries to 
adopt the online learning method. This method has magni-
fied non-interactive education which deprives students of 
the motivation and peer interaction which happen in school 
settings. It has also created a digital gap given that not all 
the students have access to the necessary technology to 
connect to online classes. Worse still, academic productiv-
ity is bound to suffer as lecturers and students continue to 
work outside their comfort zone.

The pandemic situation is not as nightmarish as it seems. 
As a turning point in human history, it is empowering 
society to care more for human life. Also, remote learning is 
enabling students to take control and responsibility for their 
learning as well as pushing teachers to reflect on the curric-
ula to ensure that it is relevant and learner-centred. In this 
direction, the pandemic is drawing the attention of stake-
holders to the importance of incorporating the mental health 
of students, teachers, and support staff in their education 
policies. Many schools are now willing to invest in the health 
and safety of the students and staff.

Online learning should not only be an emergency relief 
measure but rather an opportunity to rethink education 
by answering questions about how lessons learnt during 

lockdowns will influence the post-Covid-19 schools. During 
lockdown, schools modified their curriculum, timetables, 
and teaching plans to cope remote learning. Will they carry 
on with this in “normal” classrooms? Will there be a return 
to rote learning? Will more time and effort be spent on 
students’ care? And will there be small class sizes and a 
fair distribution of attention to students during classroom 
interaction?

Secondly, anxiety, fear and isolation are factors in the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis which forced teachers to work on 
building a sense of community and human contact through 
remote learning. Will the return to classrooms reverse this? 
Will teachers adjust curriculum coverage to check-in with 
every student and give them opportunities to connect with 
each other? Will teachers consider themselves as facilitators 
and mentors rather than compendia of knowledge?

Lastly, will special attention be paid to training teachers in 
how to digitalize their instruction? And will students in dis-
advantaged areas be given access to information technology 
(IT) devices? Certainly, it will be difficult to level the playing 
field completely for everyone. However, one thing is certain; 
the post-COVID-19 pandemic educationists and educators 
will have no choice but to look for strategies that will render 
future pandemics ineffective in disrupting education.

Brother Francis Lukong
Assistant Director of the Secretariat of Solidarity

https://champagnat.org/pt/ensino-e-aprendizagem-durante-a-pandemia-da-covid-19-um-convite-para-repensar-a-educacao/
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BOLIVIA

BR. ISIDRO AZPELETA: 4 YEARS
AS MASTER OF THE NOVITIATE IN COCHABAMBA

“I have lived my mission as Master of Novices as a service 
to the South American Region and to the Congregation. 
This mission is filled with listening and humility, respect and 
empathy, generosity and dedication, presence and love for 
each novice who passed through our hands. A mission full of 
fidelity to the Congregation and to our own charism.

Today the mission of formation is incomprehensible without 
the experience of a “formation community” that feels forma-
tion as its own. Without Brothers S. Ferrarini, Rubens and 
Otalivio the formation of the Novitiate would have been too 
sterile. Teamwork is not always easy, but in my experience, it 
gives solidity, security, consensus and family spirit.

In these four years as formator in the Novitiate I feel that the 
5 paths of the novices’ journey have been my own paths of 
personal growth. I now feel more human, more fraternal, 
more Marist, more spiritual, more available. These have been 
years of important self-development and self-care that have 
given vitality to the young novices.

For the experience lived in the Novitiate, I am immensely 
grateful to God and to the Brothers”.

Video: Vocación de Hermano Marista (H. Isidro Azpeleta)

Brother Isidro Azpeleta, from the Province of Santa Maria de los Andes, was the first Master of Novices at the Novitiate of Cocha-
bamba, Bolivia, in the América Sur Region. During his period as master, from 2017, he strengthened the opportunities for listening 
to and accompanying the young novices. Brother Isidro tells us here about his experience of life in the novitiate.

The Champagnat Novitiate of the Region of América Sur, 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia, is a house of international for-
mation where the young people of the Provinces of Brasil 
Centro-Norte, Brasil Centro-Sul, Brasil Sul-Amazônia, 
Cruz del Sur (Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay) and 
Santa María de los Andes (Bolivia, Chile and Peru) begin 
their journey of consecrated life. The Regional Novitiate 
will begin in 2017 after the creation of the South Ameri-
can Region in 2016.

In 2021, because of the pandemic, the novitiate will be-
gin on May 1 with 11 novices. Br. Rubens José Falque-
to wll be the new Master.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1456467267872560
https://www.facebook.com/ProvinciaMaristaSantaMariadelosAndes
https://champagnat.org/pt/ir-isidro-azpeleta-4-anos-como-mestre-no-noviciado-de-cochabamba/
https://champagnat.org/en/br-rubens-jose-falqueto-new-master-of-the-regional-novitiate-of-america-sur/
https://champagnat.org/en/br-rubens-jose-falqueto-new-master-of-the-regional-novitiate-of-america-sur/
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UNITED STATES

BR. DAN O’RIORDAN NEW 
PROVINCIAL OF THE USA PROVINCE

Br. Dan O’Riordan has been a Marist 
Brother for over 29 years. After grad-
uating from Archbishop Molloy High 
School in Briarwood, NY, he earned a 
Bachelor’s degree from University Col-
lege in Cork, Ireland, and an MA from 
Marist College in Poughkeepsie, NY.
Br. Dan entered the Marist Brothers 
Novitiate in 1992 and took his per-
petual vows in 1998. He grew up in 
Whitestone, NY and was a member of 
St. Mel’s Parish. He also spent much 
of his youth living and playing sports in 
Ireland. His parents, Connie and Rita 
O’Riordan, were devout Catholics and 
passed on their faith to him as his first 
teachers in life.
Over the years, Br. Dan has served as 
a teacher, coach, counselor, Develop-
ment Director, and campus minister at 
numerous Marist High Schools around 

the United States. He also served his 
USA Province as one of their Vocations 
Directors and spent the last six years 
as Vice Provincial.
Br. Dan has coordinated more than one 
hundred mission service trips allowing 
many young people the opportunity to 
serve the least favored in communities 
around the world. He has led numer-
ous pilgrimages and continues to be a 
featured speaker on youth retreats and 
youth gatherings, where he encourages 
young people to find ways to answer 
God’s call and use their gifts and 
talents to respond to the many needs of 
our world.
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BR. Michael Telewah, from the 
District of West Africa, will be a guest 
of the Province of the United States, 
where he will pursue a degree in 
Educational Psychology at Marist Col-
lege. He will live in the Eden Terrace 
community for two years.

asian Country

The brothers present in this Asia 
country support the formation of 
Champagnat Marist Lay people. This 
includes encouraging young local men 
to join ministries that are directed 
at helping children in the margins. 
Marist Life and Mission continues to 
grow in this Asian country. There are 
now 12 local Brothers. It is only a de-
cade since the Marist Brothers came 
to this great Asian country.

usa

Brother Joseph Teston celebrated his 
100th birthday on January 24, 2021 
in Champagnat Hall, Bronx. He is the 
first Marist in the United States to 
have reached this milestone since the 
Brothers established their first school 
in Lewiston, Maine in 1886. Br. 
Joseph first encountered the Marist 
Brothers when he entered the Marist 
School there when he was 5 years 
old. He says, “I’ve been a Marist ever 
since.”

BanGladesh

There was a two-days orientation 
to the staff of the Maris School ‘St 
Marceline’, in Giasnogor, to prepare 
to start the new academic year 2021. 
The main topics presented by the 
Brothers were The Life of St. Marce-
line Champagnat, Child Protection 
Policy, Marist Pedagogy, Practical 
Matters and Covid—19.

On January 17, Br. Dan O’Riordan was 
presented as the new provincial of the 
United States. He will take up the role 
from the outgoing Provincial, Br. Patrick 
McNamara. Br. Dan will begin Provincial 
duties at the USA Province Chapter Meet-
ing, scheduled for April 2021.

https://champagnat.org/pt/ir-dan-oriordan-novo-provincial-dos-estados-unidos/
https://www.maristbr.com/
https://champagnat.org/pt/ir-dan-oriordan-novo-provincial-dos-estados-unidos/
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After welcoming “with joy the key theme of the Circular, I tried 
to communicate and interact with the children. I tried to com-
municate and interact with them” – he explains, referring to his 
blind students – in the midst of the pandemic, a strange reality 
which, in a positive way, has helped to “bring us closer while 
isolating ourselves”, and I did so through shared audios, which 
allowed me to connect with their world and to try to understand 
the evocative theme of the Circular through reflection.
Ernesto explains in the first chapters of the Circular how a 
home of light becomes a reality, as he experienced it. I will 
limit myself to highlighting some of the words he mentions in 
his description: dedication, service, care, welcome, correction, 
acceptance, respect, joy, trust, peace, harmony. (Ch. 1, Homes 
of Light. Br. Ernesto)
But what is light for my companions? The virtual meetings have 
confirmed something that I could already sense after seventeen 
years of sharing presence, companionship, dialogue and life 
with them.
The light, including clarity, illumination, harmony, warmth, 
guidance, of their inner home is concentrated in the people 

What is a blind person’s “home of light” like, what resonates within them when they hear the word “light” spoken, what does it 
mean for them to live in light, to share light? When I read the Circular of Brother Ernesto Sánchez, “Homes of Light”, I made the 
motivation my own and without delay I moved into the profound world of the eleven blind children I accompany at the San José 
Obrero School in Sullana”, says Brother Bernardino Pascual Juárez, who has been working for seventeen years with blind children 
in Piura, Peru (Province of Santa María de los Andes). The following is a full transcription of Brother Bernardino’s experience.

PERU

HOMES OF LIGHT FOR BLIND CHILDREN
WHO SEE THROUGH MARIST CARE

http://www.maristas.cl/provincia
https://champagnat.org/pt/le-frere-rubens-jose-falqueto-nouveau-maitre-des-novices-du-noviciat-damerique-sud/
https://champagnat.org/pt/le-frere-rubens-jose-falqueto-nouveau-maitre-des-novices-du-noviciat-damerique-sud/
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BRAZIL: BROTHERS JOÃO BATISTA AND PAUL 
BHATTI AT THE SÃO PAULO AIRPORT

SPAIN. MARISTAS CHAMPAGNAT GUADALAJARAEL SALVADOR: SANTA TECLA COMMUNITY: 
THANKS AND FAREWELL TO BR. SALVADOR 
GARCÍA

COLOMBIA: MARIST NOVITIATE “LA VALLA”COLOMBIA: COMMUNITY OF VILLAVICENCIO

marist world

CASA GENERAL: FMSI PARTICIPATES IN A 
SEMINAR PROMOTED BY UNESCO

they listen to, always feeling their physical presence close to 
them.
Ernesto in the expressions these blind children use, identifying 
the light effect, and giving form and life to the concept of their 
own light.
 “Light means being welcomed, loved, cared for, accepted, cor-
rected, forgiven… that is light for us… your presence, that of 
the teachers, being there and caring for us, that is light for us, 
light that illuminates our inner space giving us spirituality and 
affection”, this is how two adolescent girls from the San José 
Obrero School in Sullana share their lives, with great conviction.
From the moment they feel accepted, respected, “not pam-
pered or spoiled”, joy, peace, harmony and fraternity emerge; it 
is clear, we are their light, and our presence is illuminating the 
dark space inside their eyes without dawns.
“I am sad, my dear brother, because we are not together; I 
do not listen to you; I will never forget your presence nor that 
of some of my teachers and classmates; you are my guide; 
your advice and presence enlighten me as I feel that you are 
there, next to me”, says another teenager, about to become 
an ex-pupil of her beloved Colegio San José Obrero; and those 
who are already ex-pupils, daughters for us: -“with you we 
learned together, we corrected ourselves together, we enjoyed 

ourselves, “we saw ourselves”; we saw you in the sympathy, 
in the appreciation, in the affection, in the availability to attend 
to us, in those smiles, hidden, but which we felt; you were, 
and continue to be a clear light in our inner house”. – For us, a 
person’s voice is their identity. As soon as we hear it, we see in 
our mind what the person is like,” remarks another blind man, 
the initial Braille teacher for our students.
It is with deep satisfaction that I express the joy we feel at the 
San José Obrero School in Sullana to now have five former stu-
dents of such a beloved Educational Institution, classified by the 
Peruvian Ministry of Education as a “Valuable School” due to its 
attention and dedication to Inclusive Education, preferably for 
blind children; Being blind does not prevent them from promot-
ing themselves in society in professions such as physiotherapy, 
massage, computing, law, because, in their time, we knew how 
to envelop them in radiant light; light that they knew how to 
capture and recreate through the rest of the other senses.
I am grateful to champagnat.org which has welcomed my grain 
of sand in this building together of Bridges of Humanity with 
those who are most in need, being less fortunate, as Saint Mar-
cellin Champagnat recalls and proclaims”.

Br. Bernardino Pascual Juárez



Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

PHILIPPINES

LAITY SECRETARIAT JOINS MEETING OF ASIA LAITY 
COMMISSION AND LEADERS OF LAY ANIMATION

O
n January 22, 2021, Carol Wark, 
member of the Extended Secretariat of 
the Laity, and Agnes Reyes, Assistant 

Director, join the meeting of the Asia Laity Com-
mission and the Leaders of Lay Animation. In 
the meeting, a progress report of the initiatives 
done in the Asia Region were presented by the 
leaders of the different Administrative Units:  
Ms. Elma Rafil from East Asia, Br. Bao Nguyen, 
from Marist District of Asia, and Br. Sunanda 
Alwis, from South Asia.

It was an opportunity for an engaging dialogue 
with the members of the Secretariat.  Partic-
ipants shared experiences, reflected on the 
structure and status of animation, and were 
informed of the upcoming International Lead-
ership Course and the Laity Forum, that will be 
launched next 19th March.

CoVid-19 – deCeased Brothers

Since the beginning of the year, 9 Marist Brothers have died as a result of 
Covid-19. Last year another 14 brothers died from the virus. We ask God to 
mercifully take into his kingdom the souls of these 23 Brothers and all those 
who died during this period of pandemic. Here is the list of the Brothers who 
died in January, victims of the epidemic crisis:

5 January: Francisco Javier Ocaranza Sainz
 Western Mexico
15 January: Gerard Morin - Canada
16 January: Georges Albert HAKIM - Mediterranea
17 January: Donald Nugent - USA
20 January: Jean Batiste NERON - Canada
22 January: Cristobal Castillo - Western Mexico
22 January: Raphael Tremblay - Canada
23 January: Robert Chagnon - Canada
24 January: Thadée Croteau - Canada

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/laity-secretariat-joins-meeting-of-asia-laity-commission-and-leaders-of-lay-animation/

