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MARISTNEWS

■ Last weekend, the community of the General Administra-
tion was in Manziana for three days of retreat and excursion.
■ On Tuesday, Brothers Libardo and Goyo, from the Bursar 
General’s Office, and Brother Ben, General Councillor, took 
part in a meeting of the Finance Council of the Institute.
■ On the same day, Brother Ángel Diego, Director of the 
Bureau of Solidarity, participated in the “Colloquium-Café”, 
organised by the Pontifical University of Salamanca.
■ The General Council will hold an Ordinary Council meeting 
on Thursday.

■ On Friday, the General Councillors, Brs João Carlos 
and Ben, will meet with the Provincial of Compostela, 
Tomás Briongos, to organise a virtual visit to the Prov-
ince.
■ Also on Friday, Br Ángel Diego will participate in the 
monthly meeting of the CCIG Management Team.
■ General Councillors Ken, Ben and João Carlos will meet 
on Saturday with representatives of the Provinces of Central 
America and Compostela, and local leaders, to discuss the 
future of Marist life and mission in Honduras.

general administration

GENERAL HOUSE

REGIONAL MEETINGS TO IMPLEMENT THE “STAND UP, 
SPEAK UP & ACT” PROJECT

The Secretariat for Education and 
Evangelization met virtually from 22nd 
February to 1st March 2021 with the 

“liaison” persons in charge of monitoring the 
“Stand Up, Speak Up & Act” Project in the 
Marist Provinces and Districts.
The “Stand up, Speak Up & Act” project, 
launched in November 2019, emanated 
from the call of the XXII General Chapter “to 
develop initiatives for the participation and 
empowerment of children 
and young people” and seeks 
to “develop a platform to 
support our apostolates and 
areas of action, for the direct 
listening and empowerment 
of children and young peo-
ple” (General Administration 
Strategic Plan).
The project’s first stage 
invites children and young 
people to contribute to the 
elaboration of a document 
(Guide on the right to child and youth Participation in the Marist 
Institute) that promotes them been listened to, by the Institute 

at different levels (local, national, regional…).
In 5 different meetings facilitated by Br Carlos Rojas, Br Mark 
Omede and Mr Diugar Madera, 40 Marists of Champagnat 
were gathered in representation of 19 provinces and 1 District, 
having the following objectives on the agenda:
To offer a space for dialogue on the strategies that the partici-
pants have implemented to approach the “Stand Up, Speak Up 
& Act” Project.
To discover, on the basis of the project, the challenges ahead 
and proposals from different perspectives and contexts.
To propose follow-up mechanisms (at different levels: local, 

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/marist-youth-ministry/standup-speakup-act/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/marist-youth-ministry/standup-speakup-act/
https://champagnat.org/en/regional-meetings-to-implement-the-stand-up-speak-up-act-project/
https://champagnat.org/en/regional-meetings-to-implement-the-stand-up-speak-up-act-project/
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regional, global) for the 
successful implementa-
tion of the initiative.
The fruitful dialogue 
and discussions during 
the meetings demon-
strated passion and 
zeal for the Project, 
as all were willing to 
continue moving it 
forward. The Regions 
shared from their works 
at different levels and 
that showed unity in 
our diversity of which 
the Secretariat capital-

izes on to enrich the document as the first official document for 
the Institute on how best to listen to the voices of Children and 
Young People in order to incorporate them into decisions about 
their lives.
The meetings discussed the next steps and set some deadlines 
to enable the Secretariat to work with all the contributions for 

a final version on the Guide. April 30th was fixed for the final 
sending of all contributions from the Provinces and Districts. 
The final Document will be presented to the General Council in 
September 2021.
Of a great interest in the course of the Regional meetings was 
a video on the Project which came as a contribution from the 
young people and educators in the Province of Santa Maria de 
Los Andes (Bolivia, Chile, Peru). This video which has subtitles 
in the English was one of the fruits of the work done by this 
Province with about six thousand children and young people 
involved in this Project.

BRAZIL

EVANGELISATION AND SCHOOL PASTORAL CARE IN THE 
PROVINCE OF BRASIL CENTRO-SUL

The Province of Brasil Centro-Sul 
has just launched the document 
“Escola em Pastoral – Evange-

lisation and School Pastoral of the 
PMBCS”. During its presentation, the 
provincial, Brother Benê Oliveira, un-
derlined that “the document portrays 
the challenge and the efforts of our 
schools and social institutions, which 
are new and urgent areopagi for 
cultural, educational and evangelis-
ing transformation that still face the 
‘unknown God’ (cf. Acts 17,23)”.
The “Escola em Pastoral” is a sup-
port for those responsible for Evangelisation and School 
Pastoral Care to orientate objectives and strategies in view 
of an outcome that will become new levels, planning and 
re-dimensioning.
The document was designed to offer a Christian, Catho-
lic and Marist pathway, capable of leading young people 
towards an encounter with God, with a dynamic of spiritual 

life and the discovery of the true 
meaning of life. It has six chap-
ters, entitled: Horizons, Evange-
lising Education, Evangelising 
Curriculum, Evangelising Educa-
tion Partners, Pastoral Planning 
and Governance.
This is the fundamental docu-
ment for evangelisation in the ba-
sic education units of the Marist 
Group, which is part of the Marist 
Province of Brasil Centro-Sul. 
Present in the states of Paraná, 
Santa Catarina, São Paulo, Mato 

Grosso do Sul, Distrito Federal and the city of Goiânia. 
The Marist Group operates in the areas of education (from 
school to university) and health (through its hospitals) and 
works to promote a better world, more humane and in 
solidarity, and encourages the experience and spread of 
human, Christian and Marist values.

Download here the document “Escola em Pastoral”

https://youtu.be/8yNygoocLDA
https://youtu.be/8yNygoocLDA
https://champagnat.org/en/regional-meetings-to-implement-the-stand-up-speak-up-act-project/
https://youtu.be/8yNygoocLDA
https://marista.org.br/
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Escola_em_Pastoral_BrasilCentro_Sul_fev_2021.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/evangelisation-and-school-pastoral-care-in-the-province-of-brasil-centro-sul/
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The first Marists arrived in Canada 
in 1885. The following year, the 
first Marist school was opened 
in Lewiston, USA. In 1911, the 
Province of North America was 
divided into two Provinces: Can-
ada and the United States. And 
in 2022, the Province of Canada 
will become a District and will 
be linked to the Province of the 
United States.

austraLia

600 people gathered online and 
in person for the Marist Sympo-
sium with Timothy Radcliffe OP, 
breaking open the Marist Associ-
ation theme for 2021: Breathe - 
the spirit of life. The Symposium, 
hosted by the Marist Association 
of St Marcellin Champagnat, 
attracted Catholics from across 
many dioceses and also interna-
tionally from Vietnam, the Philip-
pines, Timor-Leste, New Zealand, 
Sri Lanka and members of the 
Marist Brothers General House in 
Rome.

united states

The Campus Ministers, Religion 
Chairs, and Liaisons from each 
of the Marist schools around the 
Province will be participating in 
a hybrid version of Sharing Our 
Mission from March 12-14. 
The theme of this year’s Sharing 
Our Mission is RITUALS. The par-
ticipants will explore the need for 
meaningful ways to acknowledge 
all that they’ve gone through and 
learned this past year and how to 
move forward in a very conscious 
way.

UNITED STATES

UNITED STATES PROVINCE LAY 
FORMATION PROGRAMME

The Lay Council of the United 
States Province has launched 
its lay formation programme to 

resource its members and keep them 
informed about Marist life through five 
bi-weekly seminars, which began online 
on February 3 and conclude on April 15.

“Marist, Marcellin and Me”, was the title 
of the first session presented by Br Sean 
Sammon, which took place on 3 and 11 
February, with over 40 people attend-
ing. Br Sean invited the members to 
reflect on the following questions: What 
characteristics of Champagnat attract 
me most? What do I want to incorporate 
into my life? How can I put love into 
action as Marcellin did?

The second seminar, entitled “He Gave 
us the Name of Mary: The Marist Tradi-
tion”, which was held on February 17th 
and 25th, was led by Chris Sullivan 
from Central Catholic High School in 
Lawrence, MA. Chris spoke about our 

relationship with Mary and how we are 
inspired by her qualities and how we 
can live her simplicity, humility and 
courage.

The third seminar, “Daily Life as a 
Marist Christian: The Five Pillars”, held 
on March 3 and 11, featured 5 lay 
Marist panelists: Larry Tucker (Chicago), 
Madeline Picou (Louisiana), Eyda Alagret 
(Miami), Tony Cantu (Brownsville) and 
Joe Hallak (New Jersey). Each of them 
will address a pillar.

The 4th meeting, entitled “Marists of 
Champagnat: A Global Charismatic 
Family” will be led by Br. Pat McNamara 
and will be held on March 16th and 
25th.

The 5th and final seminar will be held 
on April 7th and 15th, presented by 
Alice Miesnik, who will reflect on the 
theme “Marists in Mission: Love in 
Action”.

https://champagnat.org/en/united-states-province-lay-formation-programme/
https://www.maristbr.com/
https://www.maristbr.com/
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M ore than 90 collaborators from 
the different Marist works of the 
Province of México Central took 

part, on February12th , in the second 
Marist colloquium, organised collabora-
tively by the three Marist universities of 
the Province of México Central: the Marist 
University (UMA), the Marist University 
of Querétaro and the Marist University of 
San Luis Potosí (SLP), coordinator of the 
colloquium.
The colloquium “Marist Dialogues and 
Reflections” this time dealt with the 
theme ” Highlights of the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Brothers all 
” of Pope Francis, and had as speaker Mons. Roberto Yen-
ny García, Bishop of the Diocese of Ciudad Valles SLP, who 
offered many insights to reflect and deepen our understanding 
of the papal encyclical.
At the end of the Colloquium, held virtually, Arturo Morones 
Zavala, Rector of the Marist University of SLP, thanked all those 
present for their participation and presented Bishop Roberto 

Yenny García with an award for his brilliant presentation.
The Colloquium “Marist Dialogues and Reflections” has as its 
objective to promote reflection among the Marist collaborators 
on different themes, documents and current positions, which 
contribute to the academic and spiritual formation of the proj-
ects, in a Marist family atmosphere.

Video of the colloquium

MEXICO

MARISTS OF MÉXICO CENTRAL REFLECT
ON THE ENCYCLICAL FRATELLI TUTTI

"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ (Mt 25:40).

Inspired by this Gospel text, the Marist community 
of Mururu, in Rwanda, in the Province de l’Afrique 
Centre-Est (PACE), and their Teacher Training College 
(TTC) students, do their apostolate work among 
vulnerable people in their neighbourhood. At Rusizi 
Handicap Centre, the Brothers and students carry 
out activities including helping to feed the disabled 
children, donating food and hygiene material items 
to support them, and from time to time they sing or 
perform a dance to put smiles on the faces of the 
disabled children.
The Marist community of Mururu together with their 
students and teachers also carry out benevolent activities in 
their neighbourhood including constructing sanitary facilities 

and preparing firewood for the poor and elderly people.

Br. Jean Mfurayase

RWANDA

MURURU MARIST COMMUNITY IN SOLIDALITY
WITH THE VULNERABLE PEOPLE

https://maristas.mx/
https://www.facebook.com/universidadmaristaslp/videos/2536066529871040
https://champagnat.org/en/marists-of-mexico-central-reflect-on-the-encyclical-fratelli-tutti/
https://champagnat.org/pt/comunidade-marista-de-mururu-em-solidariedade-com-as-pessoas-vulneraveis/
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MEXICO: MARISTA CELAYA SCHOOL

SOUTH AFRICA: BROTHERS CHRISTOPHER 
ZIMMERMANN, JUDE PIETERSE, MARIO COLUSSI 
– SACRED HEART COLLEGE, OBSERVATORY – 

SYRIA: MARISTES ALEP

PHILIPPINES: POSTULANTS FROM EAST TIMOR, 
INDIA AND VIETNAM

INDIA: MARCELLIN TRUST – OPERATION 
RAINBOW

marist world

EL SALVADOR: YOUTH MINISTRY COMMUNITY IN 
MEJICANOS

O ne of the latest projects that the NGO of the 
Marist Brothers of Spain, SED, has been devel-
oped in the Ivory Coast has been aimed at pro-

moting access to drinking water in the city of Bouaké, 
in line with Sustainable Development Goal No. 6.
Thanks to the intervention of the Saint Marie Parish 
and the Marist Brothers of Bouaké, the plight of the 
needy came to the attention of SED last year, which 
also obtained the support of the Mutua Madrileña 
Foundation, without which it would not have been 
possible to carry it out.
The well is now fully operational. It is estimated that it 
will be able to serve a very large number 
of people who until now have been sup-
plied with water without any guarantee 
or sanitary control in the neighbourhood 
of La Zona.
The phases of the project, supervised by 
the Bouaké brothers, are shown in this 
video.

IVORY COAST

SED PROMOTES ACCESS TO WATER IN BOUAKÉ

SED (Solidarity, Education, Development) is a 
non-profit, non-governmental development organi-
sation (NGO) of the Marist Brothers of Spain. It works 
mainly promoting the Right to Education in Africa 
and Latin America as well as in some Asian and 
European countries. In Spain it works in the field of 
Education for Development and Social Advocacy.

https://youtu.be/noPUJwp1RO4
https://youtu.be/noPUJwp1RO4
https://www.sed-ongd.org/
https://champagnat.org/en/sed-promotes-access-to-water-in-bouake/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

AUSTRALIA

MARIST CONFERENCE IN AUSTRALIA TO PROMOTE THE 
YOUTH MINISTRY AT THE SCHOOLS

Around sixty Marist 
Youth Ministry 
(MYM) school 

staff, mentors and min-
isters across the Austra-
lia Province participated 
in the National Marist 
Youth Ministry (MYM) 
Formators’ Conference, 
which was performed 
virtually, from February 
15th to 16th. This year’s 
theme was “Breathe, 
the Spirit of Life”.

The workshops pro-
vided space to explore 
practical insights from a diverse group of presenters. Brother 
David Hall presented two keynotes exploring the concept of 
being part of God’s dream for the young people we journey 
with. Brother James Hodge, Marist Youth Ministry National 
Assistant, was also present, by facilitating the prayer reflec-
tions.

Even though workshops and keynotes focused on general 
youth ministry topics, several sessions were dedicated to the 
participants appointed as mentors for “Game Changers” (a 
comprehensive youth ministry program).

During the conference, the participants had time to pray, 
share, network and reflect with the purpose of building 
capacity to become more effective in their critical leadership 
roles in Marist education.

The National MYM Formators’ Conference is the primary 

approach by which Marist Youth Ministry supports Mentors 
on their journey. Since 2018, the annual Formators’ Confer-
ence great meeting takes place at the Hermitage in Mit-
tagong, but due to Covid, this year’s conference was offered 
virtually.

Marist Youth Ministry in Australia
The MYM in the Province is an integrated and co-ordinated 
area of ministry covering school-based and post-school 
youth and young adults aged 15-25 across Australia. It is 
also the youth ministry arm of the Marist Association of St 
Marcellin Champagnat, connected to the Marist Brothers 
Province of Australia. With a strong emphasis on commu-
nity, hospitality, prayer and service, Marist Youth Ministry 
empowers young people to be agents of change. MYM is 
dedicated to ‘making Jesus Christ known and loved’, in the 
words of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, founder of the Marist 
Brothers.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://maristyouthministry.com/about-mym
https://maristyouthministry.com/about-mym
https://maristyouthministry.com/about-mym
https://maristyouthministry.com/game-changers
https://maristyouthministry.com/about-mym
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-conference-in-australia-to-promote-the-youth-ministry-at-the-schools/

