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■ On Monday, Raul and Manu, directors of the Sec-
retariat of the Laity, participated in the meeting of the 
European Team of the Laity.
■ On the same day, Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar Gener-
al, and Ben, General Councillor, met with the Bureau of 
Education and Evangelisation to follow the process of 
revising the document on Marist education.
■ On Tuesday, Br Ben, together with the Secretariat 
for Education and Evangelisation, participated in the 
Assembly of Institutions of Higher Education.
■ Br Mark, deputy director of the Secretariat for Edu-
cation and Evangelisation, participated in a meeting of 
the UISG Education Commission on Tuesday.

■ On the same day, the two directors of the Secretari-
at, Brothers Beto and Mark, attended a meeting of the 
African Mission Commission.  
■ On Wednesday, there was a meeting of the Interna-
tional Mission Commission.
■ On Thursday, Br Oscar, General Councillor, 
will meet virtually with the brothers between 46 
and 60 years of age from the South American re-
gion and will speak on "Homes of Light - Fratelli 
Tutti".
■ On Saturday, Brothers Ken and Ben, General 
Councillors, will meet virtually with Brothers from 
New Zealand to discuss the topic of "Care".

general administration

"MARISTS – GROUNDED, BRANCHING, AND REACHING OUT…."

THE 2021 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MARIST FAMILY 
GENERAL COUNCILS

From Thursday, May 13th through 
Saturday, May 15th, the General 
Councils of the 4 branches of the 
Marist Family met for its annual 
meeting. It was the first meeting of 
the Councils since the outbreak of 
the pandemic which cancelled the 
2020 gathering.

The theme of this year’s gathering 
was “Marists—grounded, branch-
ing, and reaching out…” and fo-
cused on three matters of impor-
tance to the Marist Family:

• Learnings from our experience 
of the Pandemic and how to 
lead in Mary’s Way in Post-Pan-
demic time.

• Our Marist Places of Origin: 

possible ways of collaboration in the future.
• Laudato Si: carrying forward the efforts of the Marist Family Laudato Si 

working group.

Through large and small group sharing and input from the reflections of Pope 
Francis, those who participated were encouraged to listen—with the ears of 
our hearts—to the various presentations, to better understand each Branch’s 

https://champagnat.org/en/the-2021-annual-meeting-of-the-marist-family-general-councils/
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EAST ASIA PROVINE

LAITY COMMITTEE REVIEWS STRATEGIC PLAN

experiences and learning concerning the pandemic, the 
Marist places of origin, and the efforts of the Laudato 
Si working group, and to develop concrete proposals, 
suggestions, and ideas for the future concerning these 
matters.

During the gathering, various invited guests from the 
different Branches joined the 4 council, gathered in 
Manziana, via ZOOM, among them:  Brother Maurice 
Berquet, community leader of the Hermitage Communi-
ty, offered some historical background and suggestions 
concerning our Marist places (Rosey, LaValla, and the 
Hermitage) and Brother Angel Diego Garcia, Director 
of the Secretariat of Solidarity, spoke of the work of the 
Secretariat in the area of integral ecology.

The gathering concluded with a liturgy with the theme 
of “Mary in the Midst of the Church” and a tree planting 
ceremony marking the Marist Family’s commitment to 
caring for our common home.  Each Superior General 
also received a tree sapling which is to be planted at 
each of the 4 General Houses.

All in all, the gathering was a positive experience of 
gathering, fellowship, and exploration in each branch’s 
mission to create a Marian face of the Church.

Elma Rafil, Chair of the Laity Com-
mittee of the Philippine Sector from 
the East Asia Province, on May 7th, 
convened the leaders to review the 
key result areas of the laity strategic 
plan. They discussed and made 
proposals on how the objectives 
will be carried out.

The Committee’s objectives include 
the following:

• to have an inclusive under-
standing and supportive atti-
tude in recognizing and pro-
moting the Marist Lay Vocation;

• to provide a systematic and de-
velopmental formation program 

for the Lay Marists respectful of the diversity and level of engagement 
among them;

• to identify and create teams of trainers/formators to ensure the proper 
implementation of the Formation of Marist Brothers and Laity; and,

• to facilitate the conduct of Joint Formation.

A second meting took place on May 12 to finalize the details of the strategic 
plan.

https://champagnat.org/en/the-2021-annual-meeting-of-the-marist-family-general-councils/
https://champagnat.org/en/laity-committee-of-east-asia-reviews-strategic-plan/
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The Marist Brothers Spiritual Di-
rection Program in the Bronx, af-
ter two years of intensive study, 
practice and supervision, gradu-
ated their first class on May 1st. 
These spiritual directors will be 
doing direction in Spanish Har-
lem, the South Bronx and in Li-
beria. The team is made up of Br. 
Donald Bisson, Boreta Singelton 
and Janet Corso.

timor LeSte
On May 12th, 9 novices from the 
country, who were unable to travel 
to Sri Lanka, formally entered the 
novitiate. They started their ca-
nonical novitiate on 25th March, 
but the Marist family in the coun-
try was unable to join them for the 
occasion due to the pandemic.

emérica SUr
On May 20th, there will be a meet-
ing of all the Brothers of the South 
America Region, at 1600 (Argen-
tina time), and it will be broadcast 
online on the Youtube channel 
Farol 1817. This online event, ex-
clusively for Brothers, is planned 
as a moment of ongoing forma-
tion to explore and rekindle their 
sense of religious consecration.

BraSiL centro-SUL
To honour the dedication shown 
by nurses during the pandemic, 
the Marcelino Champagnat Hospi-
tal (in Curitiba) last week project-
ed photos of nurses on the wall of 
the structure and also organised 
opportunities for employees to ex-
press their thanks.

BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

YOUNG PEOPLE FROM THE MYM OF 
BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA TAKE PART IN 
THE FORMATION OF LEADERS

Around 70 young people from the 
Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) of the 
Province of Brasil Sul-Amazônia 
took part, on the 8th May, in the 
first virtual meeting of the Cam-
bia Project, which aims to pro-
mote leadership with a peda-
gogical-pastoral identity in the 
different areas of Marist action, as 
well as to promote spaces for the 
participation of adolescents and 
young people.

The context of the pandemic, 
which only allows activities to be 
carried out remotely, provided an 
opportunity to extend the project’s 
activities to all the Youth Ministry 
groups in the province.

The initiative, which began in 
2017, is evaluated and revitalised 
every year, maintaining its central 
objective of contributing directly 
to the integral formation of each 
participant. In 
2021 it will take 
place during the 
month of May 
and is structured 
to take place 
in three stages 
based on the fol-
lowing themes:

– 1st stage: iden-
tity and change

– 2nd stage: 
youth and diver-
sity

– 3rd stage: commitment and 
leadership

For the MYM coordinator of the 
Province, José Jair Ribeiro, this 
extension is very positive. “The 
more adolescents and young 
people are reached by the pro-
ject, the more the Youth Ministry 
will be strengthened because 
the participants will be more em-
powered”.

The Marist Youth Ministry is an 
organisation of young people 
in the Marist units of the Prov-
ince that promotes the integral 
development of the person, the 
formation of leadership, sociali-
sation, the construction of a crit-
ical conscience, the experience 
of Christian spirituality and the 
Marist charism. In the Province 
of Brasil Sul-Amazônia there are 
27 Youth Ministry groups.

https://champagnat.org/en/young-people-from-the-youth-ministry-of-brasil-sul-amazonia-take-part-in-the-formation-of-leaders/
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IX ASSEMBLY OF THE MARIST INTERNATIONAL NETWORK 
OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
The IX Assembly of the Marist 
International Network of Higher 
Education Institutions (IHE) will 
take place on 18 and 19 May. 
The event will take place via the 
Zoom platform, from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. (Brasilia time). More than 
500 people are expected to par-
ticipate, including leaders from 
27 Marist institutions of higher ed-
ucation worldwide.

The decision-taking meeting is 
held every two years. For 2021, 
we have had to had to adapt the 
timing, format and focus of the 
Assembly. This year’s assembly 
will be virtual and will have two 
specific mo-
ments.

On the first 
day (18 May), 
the theme 
to be taken 
up is “What 
challenges 
and possibil-
ities does the 
post-pandem-
ic context hold 
for Institutions of Higher Educa-
tion?” A lecture will be given by 
Professor Francisco Marmolejo, 
President of the Higher Educa-
tion Division of the Qatar Founda-
tion. His speech will open up the 
post-pandemic horizon, where it 
will be necessary to adopt strat-
egies and actions that provide for 
new teaching model and rapid re-
sponses in a fast-changing epoch 
involving a whole-of-institution ap-
proach.

The second day will deal with is-
sues related to the organisation of 

the Marist International Network of 
IHEs. A panel, led by Professor Al-
sones Balestrin, from the University 
of Vale do Rio dos Sinos (Unisinos), 
will address the topic, “The Organ-
isation of Networks of Institutions of 
Higher Education”.

Strengthening connections 
and re-inforcing synergy in 

the Marist world
Since 2004, the group of institutions 
that make up the Network has been 
looking for ways to create multilat-
eral connections through inter-in-
stitutional communication between 
Marist universities. Starting from the 

1st Assembly, which took place in 
Curitiba (PR), relationships between 
the representatives of the group 
have been based on the principles 
of identity, belonging, equality and 
active participation.

For the president of the Executive 
Committee, Br. Manuir Mentges, 
even given the physical separation 
and consequent adaptation to the 
current situation, the possibility of 
holding the Assembly virtually pro-
vides an opportunity to extend the 
invitation to more leaders from each 
of the universities. “The Network 

was born with the aim of connect-
ing Marist institutions of higher 
education,” he recalls. “In 2021, 
we will have a moment to share 
our story with more representa-
tives of the Network and strength-
en our journey together”. 

There will be two days of fo-
cussed conversation on the topic, 
in order to achieve the objectives 
of this occasion of exchange and 
planning.

“Our purpose is to reflect on pos-
sible scenarios for higher educa-
tion in the post-pandemic period,” 
explained Br Manuir. “During the 

meeting, we will 
also present the 
work plan of the 
Executive Com-
mittee, aimed 
at developing a 
proposal for the 
network to organ-
ise some com-
mon projects that 
are relevant to all 
or groups of our 
universities.”

All such measures and plans for 
enhanced interconnection are re-
lated to a new perspective of the 
Marist Institute, which is working 
towards creating networks and 
shared initiatives between the 
ministry places.

“The Marist International Network 
of Higher Education Institutions 
is a response to a network that 
is already a major line of action 
for the General Government of 
the Marist Institute,” Br. Manuir 
stressed.

https://champagnat.org/en/ix-assembly-of-the-marist-international-network-of-institutions-of-higher-education/
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TIMORLESTE - ENTRY IN THE 
NOVICIATE

URUGUAY - SAN LUIS – PANDOBRAZIL - CANDIDATES IN JARGUÁ

AUSTRALIA: ST GREGORY’S COLLEGE 
COMMUNITY, CAMPBELLTOWN

RENEW OF VOWS IN MARIKINA - 
MAPAC, PHILIPPINES

marist world

GREECE: LEONTEIOS ATHENES

A MEETING TO MARK THE END OF THE MANDATE OF 
THE AD HOC TEAM FOR CREATING THE MARIST GLOBAL 
NETWORK OF SCHOOLS
April 29th brought together the members of the Ad Hoc 
team for the Marist Global Network of Schools. The 
team, which started its assignment in 2019, met to final-
ise the work they have done together and to conclude 
their term of office.

The Superior General, Brother Ernesto Sanchez, ad-
dressed the members of the team thanking each of them 
for the sacrifices and efforts made to reach the launch-
ing stage of the network.

In the address, he thanked all the members of the team 
for their availability to be part of the international com-
mission, grateful for the time they have dedicated to the 
work (in the midst of many other ordinary activities), and 
their valuable contribution.

He went on to say that “for several years, the idea of 

networking our schools spread over the five Continents 
has been developing” and that the XXII General Chap-
ter invited us “to build Marist mission networks at the 
level of the Provinces and Districts, the Regions and the 
General Administration, which promote innovation and 
renewal in our education and evangelization efforts.”

Br Ernesto reminded the team that “as a commission, 
they were invited to develop a pilot proposal for the 
Marist School Network and their contribution has helped 
to generate a set of ideas related to this objective and 
what is expected of this NETWORK, the added value 
that our schools can have by being part of said NET-
WORK, and ideas for the launch, which will happen very 
soon”.

He was optimistic that this NETWORK will be another 
concrete sign of our journey as a Global Marist Family, 
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in line with the General Chapter. He thinks that, although 
the service of this commission is now ending, each of 
the members will continue to be involved in one way or 
another in supporting the creation and development of 
this project in their own Provinces, Districts and Regions.

The gathering, which took place online using the zoom 
video conference, was an opportunity for the members 
to recap the journey so far and also to give ideas and 
suggestions towards the implementation of all that has 
been done.

The Director of the Secretariat for Education and Evan-
gelization, Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas presented a 
summary of the work since the inaugural meeting of 
the team in 2019 till now. The summary brought to light 
the initial consultation with the Institute through a sur-
vey, the division of the team into task groups with the 
inclusion of some invited guests. Other areas covered in 
the summary were the launching event of the network, 
the roadmap document, the digital platform planning, 
as well as thoughts on the network interactive projects.

Members were given the time to express themselves 
freely and, with the use of a Padlet tool, to make an in-
teractive evaluation.

To conclude the meeting, the Vicar General, Brother Luis 
Carlos Gutiérrez, spoke some words of encouragement 
(see here: English | Español).  He serves as a link person of 
the General Council to the Secretariat for Education and 
Evangelization with Brother Ben Consigli.

Brother Luis Carlos invited all to reflect on three major 

areas from the time the team came together:

• To appreciate the Poetic character of their work: 
Together the commission members have trav-
elled along a little-known path. An untrodden 
path. He was moved from the beginning by their 
attitude of exploration, creativity and accept-
ance in the face of novelty. For him, there is po-
etry in this global network of school project. In 
his words, “Actually, there is an existential poetry 
in every experience”.

• To be Bridges: he reminded the members that 
they have been on a wonderful journey, sharing 
their national, regional, intercultural and interna-
tional experience. A reminder, too, that at the In-
stitute level, there are a number of active projects 
aimed at building up a culture of collaboration, 
mutual understanding, and networking.

• To make a Compact: he called on all the members 
of the committee to make pacts for the good of 
the society, for education, and for humanity know-
ing that one of the hopes of the Global School 
Network is to capture the central spirit of what 
it means to make alliances. The Global School 
Network will be the main VEHICLE for education-
al connection within the Marist world and will be 
the source of an extraordinary cultural, social and 
spiritual WEALTH that will inspire the Marist world 
in the 79 countries with a Marist presence.

Finally, the members of the commission were invited 
to continue to be ambassadors of the Marist Global 
Network of Schools wherever they are on mission for 
the Institute.

https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/LuisCarlos_Vicario_MensajeEquipoAdHocRedMaristaEscuelas_EN.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/a-meeting-to-mark-the-end-of-the-mandate-of-the-ad-hoc-team-for-creating-the-marist-global-network-of-schools/
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MAY 15

THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES

The curate Champagnat was very concerned about the formation of his 
Brothers. At first he himself taught his Brothers and the young Gabriel Ri-
vat. For the school year 1818-1819, he obtained a teacher, a former Broth-
er of the Christian Schools, to take charge of the parish school and the 
academic formation of the "Brothers". His name was Claude Maisonneuve. 
Maisonneuve was in charge of the instruction of the pupils and the 
Brothers and postulants helped him. At the same time, they were 
trained in the simultaneous method used by the de la Salle brothers, 
an educational method which consisted of gathering pupils of all levels 
in the same room, dividing them into groups according to the subject (reading, writing and arithmetic) and 
their level. When the number of pupils was large, another room would be used along the same lines. From a 
rostrum, the teacher taught the different sections of his classroom in turn, with the help of monitors, and using 
a set of signals, many of them made with a ‘clicker’.

In other words, throughout the winter of 1818-1819, the little house in La Valla functioned as a real teacher 
training  school, with its adjoining practice school. Other episodes here.

Fr.  François first Superior General of the Marist Institute

9) Teacher Training at La Valla

The United Nations (UN) General 
Assembly instituted the Interna-
tional Day of Families in 1993 and 
urged families to observe it on May 
15 every year. This celebration is al-
ways an occasion to reflect on the 
trends affecting families. The focus, 
this time round, is on the impact 
of technology on the well-being of 
families.

Technological devices have be-
come inevitable tools. More and 
more people are finding it hard to 
live without using them. Their pres-
ence in homes is conspicuous. 
They are used for domestic chores, 
entertainment, games, education, 
and communication. Computers 
and cell phones help families to 

connect to the World Wide Web to 
access information and to stay in 
touch with the networks of friends and 
family members on the social media. 
Similarly, access to the internet helps 
working mothers to spend more time 
with their families by allowing them to 
plan their workday better, figure out 
ways to minimize time away from fam-
ily, and take care of business remotely 
rather than in person. Unfortunately, 
the use of technology has extend-
ed the average workday beyond the 
usual eight hours. Company-issued 
laptops, cell phones, and other com-
munication devices keep employees 
connected and working indefinitely. 
This extended workday can create 
stress by taking family time to contin-
ue the connection with work issues.

The question about the use of tech-
nology in the home encourages de-
bate about whether computer use is 
appropriate for children and at what 
age? What technology and how 
often should it be used, and how 
can it impact families? These are 
not easy questions to answer. The 
use of social networking, particu-
larly popular with adolescents and 
children, challenges parents to de-
termine when to allow their children 
to have access and when to restrict 
their access to the computers and 
cell phones.

Experts in the field of communica-
tion point out that the daily use of 
technological devices has become 
an intrusion in face-to-face family in-

A reflection on the impact of innovative technologies on the well-being of families

https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
https://champagnat.org/pt/biografia-do-ir-francisco-em-episodios/
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teractions. They call this situation, ‘technoference’. Their 
studies estimate that parents use television, computers, 
tablets, and smartphones for nine hours per day on av-
erage; a third of which is spent on smartphones, which, 
due to their portability are often used during important 
family activities. This situation is an invitation to reflect 
on the appropriate use of communication technological 
devices vis-à-vis family values before they contribute to 
completely disrupt face-to-face family interaction and 
extinguish the light of love and solidarity and care for 
one another.

The amount of time parents and their children spend on 
the couch watching TV or playing video games or lying 
on bed chatting online with friends certainly reduces the 
time they spend staying active at home. Such a passive 

way of being at home decreases feelings of family close-
ness. Even though incorporating technology into family 
time is a difficult task, parents could use the occasion of 
Families Day to remind themselves not to relent in seek-
ing ways to maximize the use of technology as a tool 
to draw the family together. To mark Families Day, they 
could organize activities that have nothing to do with the 
use of technological devices or that oblige the family to 
put technology aside such as having a special family 
meal, decorating the family house, organizing a family 
photo album, playing board games, going on a picnic, 
or enjoying time together in the countryside.

____________

Brother Francis Lukong – Secretariat of Solidarity

On May 18, 1840, Father Marcellin Champagnat had 
his spiritual testament read to the Brothers.

The words of our Founder are words that come from his heart and are destined 
for the hearts of all the Brothers, and today for all “Marists of Champagnat”. The 
core of his message is love. The love of God experienced in his life, in his rela-

tionship with the Brothers and with the whole Marist mission. The image that moti-
vates him is that of the first Christians. They are not recognized by their doctrines 
or teachings, but by their testimonies. Love lived out in practice is the distinctive 
mark of this community, and the desire of our founding father, for all of us Marists.

https://champagnat.org/en/the-international-day-of-families/
https://champagnat.org/en/testament/
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VIRTUAL PILGRIMAGE TO ROSEY

May 20: CELEBRATION OF THE BIRTH OF 
ST. MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

To celebrate the birth of Marcellin, the Marist Memory Centres Network invites the global Marist family to make a 
pilgrimage to the founding places of the Institute. We will journey together through the Virtual Pilgrimage project, 
connecting our minds and hearts through the experience of a 360° virtual tour. The pilgrimage can be done with 
smartphones, tablets, virtual reality (VR) glasses or computers. On all the routes the pilgrim will find historical infor-
mation in English, Spanish, Portuguese and French, as well as environmental sounds (the Gier, birds, bells …) and 
beautiful musical trails.

To participate using smart phones 
and tablets: point the camera at the 
QR code that appears. Accept to 
open the link presented.

With the computer: click on the links 
below. Depending on the type of 
web browser, you will need to enable 
“play / allow sound automatically”.

• ROSEY – http://q-r.to/bak66P 
• CHURCH OF MARLHES – http://l.ead.me/bak665

Virtual pilgrimage to Rosey

The birth of Marcellin
On May 20, 1789 – the year the French Revolution began 
– Marcellin Joseph Benito Champagnat was born. The 
place is a modest house built with stones, in the village 
of Rosey, which is now the property of the commune of 
Marlhes, 900 metres above sea level, located in the rural 
canton of Saint-Genest Malifaux. The largest urban centre 
is 23 km away, in Saint-Etienne, on the south-eastern bor-
der of the Department of Loire. At that time, approximately 
2,700 inhabitants lived in Marlhes. This was a region that 
was cold and not very fertile , and when Champagnat was 
born, there was a high rate of infant mortality (30% of an-
nual deaths) and also a very high rate of youth mortality.

About 60% of the population were farmers. It is in this typ-
ical rural context that we find the family of Jean-Baptiste Champagnat, the father of Marcellin, a small merchant and 
farmer, who came to hold public office during the Revolution. His mother, Marie-Thérèse Chirat, was a housewife 
and took care of the couple’s nine children. After Marcellin, the tenth child was born.

http://q-r.to/bak66P
http://l.ead.me/bak665
https://champagnat.org/en/celebration-of-the-birth-of-marcellin-champagnat-2/
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Website  http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

BRASIL CENTRO-SUL

MARIST UNIVERSITY AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS TO 
RESIDENTS OF VILA TORRES, IN CURITIBA

The Pontifical Catholic University of Paraná (Brasil Cen-
tro-Sul province) offers young people between 18 and 
29 years of age, residents of Vila Torres, with a per cap-
ita income of less than 1.5 minimum wages in Brazil, 
the opportunity to access higher education with a full 
scholarship. The project created in 2019, through the 
Vice-Rectorate of Mission, Identity and Extension and 
the Directorate of Institutional Identity of the Universi-
ty expects to award 25 scholarships in five years. The 
second edition of the project recently concluded with 
the awarding of 5 scholarships to young people from 
the neighbourhood.

Vila Torres is a poor neighbourhood adjacent to the 
PUCPR campus in Curitiba. Some of the inhabitants of 
the area earn their income by recycling rubbish. His-
torically, there has always been a stigma attached to 

this community; the news portrayed it as a dangerous 
and violent place, which for a long time built an image 
that stigmatised its inhabitants and caused them to be 
excluded from opportunities.

The PUCPR, attentive to the emerging needs of the ter-
ritory, seeks to work in a systemic and integrated way, 
promoting cooperation between the University and its 
neighbours, without closing its eyes to reality, but rather 
opening new paths for those who are close to the Insti-
tution. In this way it aims to strengthen the identity and 
expansionist character of the University as a transform-
ing agent of the reality that surrounds it.

Follow this and other projects of the PUCPR’s Institu-
tional Identity Department on the website: identidade.
pucpr.br

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-university-awards-scholarships-to-residents-of-vila-torres-in-curitiba/

