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■ In this second week of plenary sessions, the Ge-
neral Council reflects with each of the Secretariats 
(Brothers Today, Laity, Education and Evangelisation 
and Solidarity) on the progress of the main projects 
being carried out.  He also reflects with Cmi on Lava-
lla200>. Reflection continues on some topics related 
to the next General Conference.  On Tuesday 8th, 
a celebration of thanksgiving was held for Brother 
Antonio Martínez Estaún for his years of service as 
Postulator General of the Institute.
■ On Monday, several brothers from the Council and 
the General Administration participated in the virtual 
celebration promoted by Umbrasil to pay homage 
to Saint Marcellin and to give thanks for the Marist 
mission in Brazil.
■ On the same day, Brothers Lindley and Ángel, 
from the Secretariat Brothers Today, met with the 
General Council to present the project of the Year of 
Vocations, which begins next May.

■ On Tuesday, Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar General, 
and Ben, General Councillor, met with Brothers Beto 
and Mark from the Secretariat for Education and Evan-
gelisation to follow up on the Secretariat's initiatives.
■ On Wednesday, the Enlarged Bureau of the Laity met 
with Brothers Luis Carlos, Sylvain and João for an ex-
change meeting with the De La Salle Brothers on the 
link and association of the laity with the charism and 
the Institute.
■ Also on Wednesday, Brother Ángel Diego, Director 
of the Solidarity Secretariat, participated in a virtual 
meeting of the CCIG to discuss the rights of children in 
Papua New Guinea.
■ On Friday, Br Ernesto and Br Ken participate in the 
last meeting of the series of webinars on Child Protec-
tion promoted by the USG and the UISG.
■ On Saturday, the General Councillors, Brothers Syl-
vain and José María, meet virtually with the brothers in 
Pakistan.

general administration

"IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT"

FIRST MEETING OF THE TEAM FOR THE REVISION 
OF THE DOCUMENT

About twenty-three years ago, we celebrated the 
birth of a new document “IN THE FOOTSTEPS 
OF MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT: A VISION FOR 

MARIST EDUCATION TODAY. This Important document 
on the education mission of the Institute has been used 
by Marist Educators around the world to serve children 
and young people enriched by the history, stories, and 
practical field experiences since the foundation of the 
Institute to the present day.

With the passage of time, principles and practices 
needed to change and be adapted to the current trends 
and events in the society, the global view, change in ed-
ucation approach as well as the use of technology in 
education and innovation.

With the above in mind, thinking in a new and dynam-

ic way, the XXII General Chapter gave an invitation “to 
evaluate and adjust our mission of evangelization in the 
context of emerging realities”.

The Secretariat for Education and Evangelization in 
alliance with the link councillors did a lot in brainstor-
ming the best way and approach to use in the process 
of reviewing this important education handbook of the 
Institute. A bottom-up approach was used to connect 
the Provincial and District leaders to create a pool of 
human resources using competence base approach to 
select experience people to the team.

This is good news for all Marist Educators because of 
the impact the revision will have on our services to chil-
dren and young people. The first meeting of the new 
team took place on 25 May 2021 and was attended by 
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the Superior General, Brother Ernesto Sanchez, who 
welcomed all team members and thanked them for 
agreeing to serve the Institute in revising the document 
that is at the heart of the Institute’s Mission for children 
and young people.

The Superior General reminded the team that “following 
the revision of vital documents for the Institute, such as 
the Constitutions and Statutes, also having the Rule of 

Life of the Marist Brothers, he considered the revision 
of important documents that follow, in line with training 
or mission”. He went further to say that, from now on, he 
appreciates the time and efforts the team will put into the 
task and that making way together, with cultural and lin-
guistic diversity, is a richness, as well as a challenge. He 
therefore enjoined the team to embrace listening, open-
ness, patience, and above all discerning together what 
the Spirit desires to inspire for the present and future of 

the Marist educative mission.

This team discussed the mandate given to them 
by Brother Ernesto and went further to plan the 
next steps on methodology and practicalities of 
the work to be done.

The members of the team are the following: 
Adriana Kampff (Brasil Sul-Amazônia), Ama-
ya Espuelas (Ibérica), Br. Ángel Diego García 
(General Administration), Bartolomé Gil Garre 
(Mediterránea), Br. Ben Consigli (General Coun-
cil), Ceciliany Alves Feitosa (Brasil Centro-Sul), 
Br. Hank Hammer (United States), Joan Palma 
(East Asia), John Robinson (Australia), Br. Luis 
Carlos Gutierrez (General Council), Br. Michael 
De Wass (South Asia), Br. Nchang Cho (West 
Central Africa), Br .Salvador Hidalgo (Compost-
ela), and Br. Valdícer Fachi (General Administra-
tion). The team will be coordinated by Brothers 
Carlos Alberto Rojas and Mark Omede, directors 
of the Secretariat for Education and Evangeliza-
tion.

More information about the team members can 
be found here.

All Marist of Champagnat will be carried along as 
the team progresses in the review process.

https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
https://champagnat.org/en/first-meeting-of-the-team-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat-a-vision-for-marist-education-today/
https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
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On the feast of St. Marcellin 
Champagnat, 41 lay people of 
the province completed the for-
mation process and committed 
themselves to live more closely 
the Marist vocation through a cel-
ebration via Zoom.

Ghana
Br. Kevin Ngoran Njoven was hon-
oured with a meritorious award as 
a distinguished religious broth-
er by the Catholic Bishop of the 
Obuasi Diocese in recognition of 
his services to the diocese. The 
bishop thanked Brother Kevin 
for his dedication, commitment, 
tireless service, enthusiasm, and 
boundless love of faith for the Di-
ocese.

américa central

The province is celebrating its XVI 
Chapter from 12 to 24 June. Thir-
ty-six participants, brothers, and 
lay people will share virtually in 
Marist life and mission. The theme 
of the Chapter is "Renew Hope".

hiStory of the inStitUte

In the section of the website ded-
icated to articles on this topic, 
you can find two new articles by 
Brother André Lanfrey and an 
article from the Marist Memorial, 
the second in the series "Marist 
Sources". Find the available re-
sources at this link

norandina

COMMISSION FOR MARIST MISSION 

V MESSAGE: "Called and committed 
to work together as a network"

During the Chapter held last week, Brother Orlando Es-
cobar took office as the new Provincial. To accompany 
him in his service, the following Brothers were also elect-
ed members of the Provincial Council: Diego Zawadzky, 
Julián Olmo, Carlos Regalado, Carlos Saúl Corzo, José 
Miguel Caballero and Leonardo Yepes.

The fifth message of the Marist 
International Mission Com-
mission has the title “Called 

and committed to work together as 
a network” and focuses on one of 
the key messages brought by the 
pandemic, already intuited by the 
last General Chapter: “world is truly 
‘global’, the human family is inter-
connected”.

The author of the message, written 
on the basis of input from the Com-
mission, is Br. Carlos Alberto Rojas, 
director of the Secretariat of Educa-
tion and Evangelization.

The message asks the Marist world 
to engage in networking and alerts 
to the necessity to grow in this new 
way of live our life and mission: 
“Strengthening our networking will 
involve changes in thinking and in 

the way of doing things. Global 
challenges demand global re-
sponses.” It is a “call to extend 
borders, giving space to a collab-
orative and participatory mentali-
ty in order to dispel any possible 
apostolic inertia.”

The International team, made up 
of Brothers and Laity, took on the 
task of reflecting on the centrality 
of Marist mission in today’s world. 

If you would like to share your 
thoughts, reflections or experien-
ces with the Commission on this 
message, please write to
 fms.cimm@fms.it

On this link it is possible to consult 
the messages published from Jan-
uary.

PDF: English | Español | Français | Português

https://champagnat.org/en/library/marist-history/
https://champagnat.org/en/library/marist-history/
mailto:fms.cimm@fms.it
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LlamadosComprometidosTrabajarRed_CIMM-5_EN.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LlamadosComprometidosTrabajarRed_CIMM-5_ES.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LlamadosComprometidosTrabajarRed_CIMM-5_FR.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/LlamadosComprometidosTrabajarRed_CIMM-5_PT.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/v-message-from-the-international-commission-for-marist-mission/
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INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK OF MARIST SPIRITUALITY 

III MEETING OF FORMATION AND EXPERIENCE

The Inter-American Network of 
Marist Spirituality proposed, 
for 2021, to promote and ani-

mate a project of formation and ex-
periences. This project is developed 
through monthly meetings alternat-
ing themes of formation and sharing 
of experiences.

In March, the first meeting was held 
with leaders of provincial spirituality 
animation teams. In this meeting, the 
project in question was presented as 
a proposal of the animating team of 
the Network. Joseph Maria Soteras, 
who shared his wisdom on the first 
theme, Schekinah: The Presence of 
God.

And on May 26, the third meeting 
of formation and experiences took 
place with the theme: Projects for 
the Cultivation of Interiority in the 
Schools. Gerardo Acastello, from the 
Cruz del Sur Province, was invited to 
share his wisdom on the subject.

Gerardo’s contribution was significant, 
since he emphasized the importance 
of the development of interiority for 
children, adolescents, and youth; in 
generating a culture, and at the same 
time, providing space to meet with 
oneself, with God and with others for a 
healthy and sacred relationship.

Without remaining in the theoretical 
framework, he presented some exer-
cises and some ways to apply them in 
schools. In addition, in two sessions he 
led the participants to practice medita-
tion and prayer exercises with an inte-
riority perspective.

Experiences of interiority projects

In a second session of the meeting, 
four experiences of interiority projects 
in schools were shared: Culture of Inte-
riority Journey for elementary schools 
(Central Mexico), presented by An-
drés Caracaño; Project Em Ti – Interi-
ority Education (Centro Norte) present-

ed by Lucilia Dias Furtado; School 
Interiority Journey (Cruz del Sur), 
presented by Rita García and Interi-
ority Education Project at Liceo San 
Luis, El Salvador (Central America), 
presented by María Teresa Archila.

The experiences shared were rich 
and motivate us to generate paths, 
processes, and favourable and 
trans-disciplinary forums in our 
Marist schools. This is a key theme 
in the mission and the 22nd General 
Chapter emphasizes it in one of its 
calls: “To grow in interiority in order 
to discover you as a God of love who 
manifests himself in the most ordi-
nary of our lives”.

Next meeting – June 16

The itinerary of the project continues, 
and the next meeting is planned for 
June 16 with the presence of Brother 
Manuel Mesonero Sánchez who will 
share the theme “The Spirituality of 
Marcellin and the first Brothers”.

The Inter-American Network of 
Marist Spirituality, with its anima-
tion team, thanks all those who are 
contributing and participating in this 
new process of animation of Marist 
Spirituality.

Videos

Those who would like to attend the 
two meetings already held, can 
access the following links: https://
youtube/bOqxAPrHpVA (second 
meeting) / https://youtu.be/qb7m-
HP4M4Ek (first meeting).

https://youtube/bOqxAPrHpVA
https://youtube/bOqxAPrHpVA
https://youtu.be/qb7mHP4M4Ek
https://youtu.be/qb7mHP4M4Ek
https://champagnat.org/en/iii-meeting-of-formation-and-experience-inter-american-network-of-marist-spirituality/
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BRAZIL: COLÉGIO MARISTA SANTO 
ANTÔNIO, SINOP

COLOMBRIA: OPENING OF THE 
PROVINCIAL CHAPTER NORANDINA

SPAIN: MARISTAS CHAMPAGNAT 
GUADALAJARA

GHANA: MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT 
SCHOOL, BUOKROM

RWANDA: FIRST PROFESSIONS IN THE 
NOVITIATE OF SAVE

marist world

SRI LANKA: MARIST INTERNATIONAL 
NOVITIATE

BRASIL CENTRO-SUL

ONLINE MEETINGS PROMOTE 
THE MARIST BROTHER’S VOCATION

The Vocation Animation team 
of the Province of Brasil Cen-
tro-Sul launched, on May 26, 

the first live transmission of the se-
ries “O Irmão da vez” (Brothers in 
time). This initiative, which will con-
tinue in the coming months, aims to 
tell what the life of a Marist Brother 
is like, what are the activities they 
carry out in their daily life, what are 
the stages of their formation journey, 
and other aspects of their life.

Each month, it will be possible to 
get to know a Marist Brother bet-
ter through the Farol 1817 channel 
on YouTube. The presentations will 
take place on the last Wednesday of 
each month.

The first live broadcast, held on May 
26, had as its theme “Demystifying 
Marist religious life” and was attend-
ed by Br. Joaquim Sperandio, who 
was Superior of the Province and is 
currently part of the ongoing forma-
tion community of Manziana, in Italy, 
and collaborates in the formation of 
groups on behalf of the General Ad-
ministration of the Marist Institute.

The purpose of the province’s voca-
tion animation team is to provide a 
forum for conversation, so that the 
Brothers themselves can answer 
frequently asked questions about 
Marist religious life and so that the 
audience can feel free to ask ques-
tions.

The second meeting will be on June 
30 and will have as its theme “Where 
do the formators live?” The guests 
for this meeting will be the formators 
Yuri and Daniel and Brothers Tercílio 
and Bruno, from the formation house 
in Joinville.

The next broadcasts scheduled for 
July and August will have as themes: 
brothers in mission and vocations 
month. João Batista and confreres 
from the other provinces of Brazil will 
be among the speakers.

You can learn more about the life of 
the Marist Brothers by following the 
following profiles: @maristacentrosul 
and @irmaomarista, on Instagram.

https://www.youtube.com/Farol1817
https://www.youtube.com/Farol1817
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MARIST INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

FMSI BOARD MEETING

The Board of FMSI held an extraordinary meeting 
on the Wednesday 26 May. During the meeting, 
the Board thanked Andrea Rossi for accepting the 

position of Director during this significant time of change 
for FMSI. The purpose of the meeting was to reflect on 
the new third sectors laws in Italy which will have an 
impact on the management and governance of FMSI.

The Board is formed by Br. Ken McDonald (Chair), from 
the General Councilor; Inmaculada Maillo (Board Secre-
tary), from Spain; Br. Allen Sherry, from Australia; Analia 
Ruggeri from Argentina; Br. Pascal Birken, from Ghana; 
and Br. Libardo Garzón, General Bursar.

The pandemic has changed the nature of these 
meetings. Previously the Board held two-day meet-
ings which enable ample time for reflection and shar-

ing before making decisions. During these times, 
the meetings are by Zoom and are usually much 
shorter. With Board members from different parts of 
the world with differing time zones, meetings often 
require some members to rise very early or to wait 
up till very late. This means a great deal of generos-
ity and commitment on the part of the members of 
the Board.

The Board will continue to work towards compliance with 
the new regulations in Italy. This will ensure that FMSI 
can continue to provide a much-needed much-needed 
service to the children throughout the Institute by fund-
ing projects that develop the potential of children, espe-
cially those who are the most vulnerable and marginal-
ized, through education, advocacy for child rights and 
solidarity initiatives.

FMSI is a foundation created by the Institute to promote and protect the rights 
of children. It carries on its mission with solidarity projects in the countries 
in which Marists are present. FMSI was constituted in 2007, in Italy, as a 
non-profit organization with social purpose.

It has had the special consultative status with the Economic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC) of the United Nations since 2011. FMSI is member of: Bureau 
International Catholique de l’Enfance (BICE), Centre Catholique International 
de Genève  (CCIG), Child Rights Connect, Movimiento Mundial por la Infan-
cia de Latinoamérica y El Caribe, FOCSIV  (Federazione degli Organismi 
Cristiani Servizio Internazionale Volontario), Observatorio Niñez y Adolescen-
cia (ONA), Santiago de Chile.

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-international-solidarity-foundation-board-meeting/
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COMPOSTELA

VOLUNTEERS MEET TO RELIVE THEIR MISSION

Around thirty Marist volun-
teers from Compostela, who 
are part of the international 

Work-Mission Camps, met virtually in 
mid-May with their counterparts from 
Honduras, Mozambique and Zam-
bia to relive their experience of life 
as volunteers and to get to know the 
initiatives currently being developed 
by SED and the Champagnat Foun-
dation.

The meeting also served to present the Montagne Foun-
dation and the Social Works of Compostela, and the 
LaValla200> programme, which aims to create interna-
tional Marist communities of brothers and laypeople.

On the other hand, the meaning of the #Eco2Social la-
bel and its connection with integral ecology, advocated 
by Pope Francis and promoted by the Synod of Bishops 
for Amazonia (2019), was discussed.

The variety of participants enriched this meeting, where 
volunteers from 1993 shared their experiences with 
those from 2020. The “portuñol”, the tone of voice and 
the smiles were a common language that overcame lin-
guistic barriers. Due to the pandemic, this will be the 
second summer without international Work-Mission 
Camp programmes. The Meeting reminded all volun-
teers that they are part of a chain of solidarity that over-
comes pandemics and continues to spread life.

He soon became the director of the school. 
During the summer of 1824, he returned to La Valla to help in the construction of a large house, the Hermitage. 
An improvised mason's helper, his time was spent moving stones and helping to mix the mortar while listening 
to some pious reading or reciting the rosary. At the end of the summer, he would no longer return to Vanosc, but 
would accompany Brother Hilarion to the village of Beulieu-les-Annonay, in charge of the senior class and therefore 
responsible for the school. 

In 1825, a great deal of news arrives in Boulieu: two 
of the priests who, together with Fr. Champagnat, 
undertook to found the "Society of Mary", Fr. Cou-
rveille and Fr. Terraillon move to the new house at 
the Hermitage; the approval of the Brothers' Project 
by the Archbishop' s Office, which will give them 
their name, they will be known as "Little Brothers 
of Mary"; and also the foundation of more teaching 
congregations such as the Brothers of Saint-Paul-
Trois-Chateaux.

Other episodes here

Fr.  François first Superior General of the Marist Institute

12) School Director

https://champagnat.org/en/volunteers-of-the-province-of-compostela-meet-to-relive-their-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/ 
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/ 
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Website  http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

AMÉRICA SUR

PUBLICATION OF THE NETWORK OF SCHOOLS IN THE REGION

On June 10, the e-book 
School Stories of the South 
America Region – Marist 

Experiences in times of Covid-19 
will be launched. With transmis-
sion through the YouTube channel 
of Umbrasil, the event is promoted 
by the Network of Schools of the 
South America Region. The virtual 
launching will count on the par-
ticipation of the team of the South 
America Region and of educators 
who will represent the 167 cases 
sent. The publication gathers nar-
ratives of experiences, challenges 
and lessons learned in the units of 
Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Para-
guay, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru.

To follow the event, click on this 
link.

They are contents in Portuguese 
and Spanish that consist of almost 
500 pages and are an example 
of how the Marist mission was re-
silient, sought adaptations and, 
above all, remained alive “from the 
classroom to the home room”. After 
an organization carried out since 
the second semester of 2020, the 
finalized material has the objective 
of recognizing and valuing the per-
formance of each educator in this 
adverse period. Besides that, it will 
serve for research and sharing of a 
rich historical documentation of the 
session.

A trajectory full of learning and 
challenges

In 2020, during the adaptations im-
plemented in the different forums of 
Marist education due to the pandem-
ic, the Network of Schools of the South 
America Region perceived the impor-
tance of recording initiatives, experi-
ences, and learnings of this historical 
session. Organized from this sensitive 
point of view, the team – in harmony 
with the educators of the Basic Edu-
cation Units of Brazil, Argentina, Uru-
guay, Paraguay, Chile, Bolivia, and 
Peru -constructed an e-book with nar-
ratives of the main projects developed 
during a year of change of routines.

The coordinator of the regional team of 
the Network of Schools, Ricardo Ma-
riz, explains how the project was artic-
ulated and the challenge of gathering 
experiences and lessons learned in 
such an atypical session. “The effort 

to understand the dynamics of the 
pandemic, the necessary condi-
tions of care and the offer of alterna-
tive solutions for the continuity of the 
learning and assistance processes 
was common among the provinc-
es”, he says. Mariz also highlights 
that, from the initiative, it was pos-
sible to perceive the intensification 
of technology solutions, the care for 
students with access difficulties, the 
creation of specific security proto-
cols for schools, the review of plans 
and forms of evaluation and the ef-
fort of all for a double complementa-
ry movement: to take care of life and 
learning. “The publication, which will 
be launched soon, plays the role of 
systematization of that experience, 
shares the learnings made and the 
solutions built. In this way, we can 
reduce paths, avoid mistakes, and 
expand practices that are working,” 
he says.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://youtu.be/ZpcxaS6ebzI
https://youtu.be/ZpcxaS6ebzI
https://champagnat.org/en/south-america-launches-publication-of-the-network-of-schools-in-the-region/

