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■ The Council held the fourth and last week of its June 
plenary sessions.  During this week, it studied the sub-
ject of finances, dealt with some appointments and 
concluded with some agreements in principle and a 
regular Council meeting.  From Saturday 26th to Wed-
nesday 30th they will have a few days of community 
rest.   
■ On Monday, the directors of the Solidarity Secreta-
riat, Brothers Francis and Angel Diego, met with the 
link General Councillors by regions to discuss how to 
strengthen the working relationship between the Secre-
tariat and each region.
■ During the week, Brothers João Carlos and Ken, link 
General Councillors of the Province of Central America, 

have continued to participate virtually in the Provincial 
Chapter, which will end on Thursday.
On Monday and Tuesday, the directors of the Solidarity 
Secretariat participated online in the General Assem-
bly of BICE.
■ On Tuesday, Br Ben, Link Councillor for the Ocea-
nia Region, participated in a meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the new Province, which brings together 
Brothers from the Province of Australia and the Pacific 
District.
■ On the same day, a virtual meeting of the Internatio-
nal Commission of the Marist Spiritual Patrimony was 
held, with the participation of the directors of 
the Brothers Today Secretariat, Brothers Lindley 

general administration

UNITED STATES

COMMITMENT CEREMONY FOR MARIST LAITY

Forty-two people from the Uni-
ted States journeyed together 
through a six-month formation 

process, culminating in the prayer 
and commitment ceremony held on 
the Feast Day of St Marcellin Cham-
pagnat.
42 lay women and men, from nine 
states of the United States, and 
22 Marist Brothers an many other 
guests come together, via Zoom, to 
celebrate the commitment. About 
30 people gathered in Esopus, whi-
le other groups gathered in Lawren-
ce, Miami, Chicago, Queens, and 
Brownsville. Others joined in on the 
prayer via Zoom from Kentucky, 
Louisiana, New Jersey, and New 
York. The Marist Family was exci-
ted to have so many of the brothers’ 
communities zoom in as well. A sure 
sign of moving forward together, in 
communion!

The prayer was led by members of the Lay Council: Maureen Hagan, Matt 
Fallon, Br. Owen Ormsby, Br. Ken Hogan, Lindsay Irwin, Earline Tweedie, 
Ellen Salmi VanCleef, Richard Karsten, and Provincial, Br. Dan O’Riordan.

Br. Dan asked the marists:

“Is it your intent to sincerely prioritize your relationship with God 
through prayer, reflection, and service? Is it your intent to enter into 

>>

>>

https://champagnat.org/en/commitment-ceremony-for-marist-laity/
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PROVINCE CRUZ DEL SUR

MARISTS IN BUENOS AIRES LAUNCH MOBILE LIBRARY

the future together with your 
Marist Brothers reading the 
signs of the times and respon-
ding to the needs of our world 
as the face of a Marial Church? 
Is it your intent to live a life wor-
thy of your calling from God to 
walk in the footsteps of Marce-
llin Champagnat?”

The lay people answer:

“May we be faithful to our mission 
of making Jesus Christ known and 
loved. God, and the people gathe-
red, recognized the mystery at 
work among them”

Most of the gatherings continued af-
terward with a celebratory meal.

The new Marists of Champagnat 
are excited to move forward, to see 
what’s next as they explore ways, 
old and new, to better live out our 
mission of making Jesus known 
and loved. The Council is looking 
forward to the next cohort, which 
will be happening from January – 
June 2022.

and Ángel Medina.
■ General Councillors Oscar, Ben and Ken met on 
Tuesday to further reflect on issues related to the 
Institute's Child Protection Standards.
■ On Wednesday, Br Ernesto Sanchez opened the 
meeting of the Solidarity Secretariat with delegates 
from Marist NGOs working in child rights, ecology and 
social works. In addition to the directors of the Secre-
tariat, Br Ken, General Councillor, also participated.
■ That same day, the General Council thanked Fr. Jo-
sep Pilla for his 4 years of presence in Manziana and 
at the General House as chaplain.
■ On Wednesday, the Brothers Today Commission of 
the Arco Norte Region met, with the directors of the 
Brothers Today Secretariat participating as guests.
■ Also on Wednesday, the Cmi Department met with 

the volunteer teams of the provinces of Brasil Centro-
Norte and México Occidental. On Thursday, Cmi will 
meet with the team of the West Central Europe province.
■ Also on Wednesday, the international commission in 
charge of revising the Formation Guide met, with the 
presence of the directors of the Brothers Today Se-
cretariat and the General Councillors Óscar and João 
Carlos.
■ On Thursday, Br Ángel Diego will participate in 
another meeting of the working group of the "Laudato 
Si' Platform for Action".
■ That same day, Br. Sylvain, General Councillors will 
participate in the Meeting of the Laity secretariat with 
the Lay animators in Africa.
■ On Friday there will be a joint meeting of the Secre-
tariats of the Laity and Brothers Today.

To reach more children and young people who lack educational devices and resources in the city of Tigre, in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, the Marists of the San Marcelino Champagnat Community Education Centre have 
created a mobile library, which distributes books, teaching materials, birthday cakes and hope to children in 

the surrounding area.

Here, the Marists of Argentina (Cruz 
del Sur Province), explain how the 
project came about:

“During the pandemic, the books 
are in the C.E.C. lacking meaning 
as they remain immobile, unread. 
Reading from childhood brings cou-
ntless capacities. Therefore, we de-
cided to overcome the “distance” 
and create the mobile library. It is a 
different way of inhabiting 

>>

https://champagnat.org/en/marists-in-buenos-aires-launch-mobile-library/
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PROVINCE BRASIL CENTRO-NORTE 

DEFENCE OF THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

the neighbourhood, of communicating with the fami-
lies, of recovering complicit looks with the children. By 
being part of the centre, the children, as well as their 
families and neighbours in the neighbourhood, take on 
the responsibility of returning the books once they have 
finished reading them. Reality transforms. So must edu-
cation.  The ‘changuito’ (trolley) that becomes a library, 
the book that travels through the neighbourhood, the 
community that participates.
Literacy is a transversal axis in the Buenos Aires Com-
munity Education Centre. Given the impossibility of 
being present among the children, we prepared di-

dactic material. These are tools-games that are given 
to the families to continue with the literacy process. In 
this case we gave them an alphabet to colour in, we 
recycled plastic lids with the letters of their names and 
a domino of syllables. Our idea is that this process hap-
pens through play. Beginning to recognise the letters, 
their sounds and explore different combinations with 
playful proposals, makes for pleasant and enriching 
moments for the children in this complex context. That 
is why we welcome all kinds of books that provide tools, 
that encourage creativity, freedom, empathy, criticism, 
love and what we don’t know yet”.

The defence of the rights of chil-
dren and adolescents is part 
of the guiding principles of the 

Marist mission. Since 2011, the Pro-
vince of Brasil Centro-Norte has had 
a Policy of Integral Protection and a 
watchful eye on the subject, which 
has always been closely followed by 
Father Champagnat. In order to give 
even more impetus to the work in fa-
vour of children and young people, 
a representative has recently been 
elected to the National Council for 
the Rights of Children and Adoles-
cents, Conanda. Br. Edvaldo Ferrei-
ra, director of the Marist College of 
Aracati, in the state of Ceará, is now 
the new director of the organisation, 
as indicated by the Provincial Cou-
ncil. Conanda is a permanent colle-
giate body, part of the basic struc-
ture of the Brazilian government, of 
the Ministry of Women, Family and 
Human Rights.

Institutional Representatives

At the virtual Assembly, which took 
place on 27 May, the Province of Bra-
sil Centro-Norte represented Brasil 
Marista and the National Conference 
of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB), along 

with nine other civil society organisa-
tions. According to Br Edvaldo, this 
election is significant for the Marists 
since it determines their action in the 
commitment to defend and guarantee 
the rights of children and adolescents. 
“Being part of Conanda means actively 
participating in the system of guaran-
teeing rights and contributing to defi-
ning public policies aimed at children 
and adolescents”, explains Brother 
Edvaldo.

In addition to Br Edvanto’s participa-
tion, Br Vicente Falchetto has recently 
been elected secretary of the National 
Forum for the Defence of Children and 
Adolescents (FNDCA); and the Marist 
schools and colleges, as well as the 
communities, have several represen-
tatives in the different spaces and bo-

dies. In order to organise and centra-
lise institutional representation, this 
year the Province has created the 
Nucleus of Institutional Representa-
tion (NRI), which aims to be a point of 
reference on the subject, a support 
point for institutional representati-
ves, to offer training and to gather all 
kinds of information on the subject.

The first project of the NRI is the 
mapping of all institutional represen-
tatives of the organisation. Maicon 
Donizete Andrade oversees the NRI.

Conanda, FNDCA, municipal ad-
vocacy bodies and other areas that 
represent the Marists in the mission 
strengthen the Marist action also out-
side the school walls.

https://champagnat.org/en/province-of-brasil-centro-norte-protagonist-in-the-defence-of-the-rights-of-children-and-adolescents/
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PROVINCE COMPOSTELA

“STAND UP, SPEAK UP & ACT” PROJECT

Within the framework of the 
“Stand Up, Speak Up & 
Act” Project, the Provin-

ce of Compostela has presented 
the conclusions of the consultation 
carried out with 1720 students, 72 
educators and 20 leaders of Marist 
works on the presence of children 
and young people in the Marist 
community.

Through the results of the parti-
cipatory process, the Province of 
Compostela has sought to gather 
information and make proposals to-
gether with the Secretariat of Edu-
cation and Evangelisation of the 
General Administration, which is 
proposing this project to the whole 
Institute.

Through the Provincial Education 
and Evangelisation team, the Pro-
vince of Compostela has drawn up 
a final report and suggested some 
areas for progress:
• Promote focus groups on aspects 

of improvement in the works: co-
existence, health, tutoring, child 
protection, inclusion, festivals, 
activities, learning…

• Design learning experiences that 
generate moments of participa-
tion: learning projects, debates, 
agoras, moments of oratory work, 
etc.

• Promote meetings with the lea-
ders of the Marist works where 
suggestions are put forward.

• Eliminate the fears of educators 
and leaders of Marist works in 
giving a voice to children and 
young people. ·

• Communicate in an open way 
and with appropriate language 
what we are advancing, promo-
ting the protagonism of children 

and young people in their own 
communication.

• Ensure that everyone is represented 
in the participation process, promo-
ting inclusion and co-responsibility.

• Giving children and young people 
a voice in the choice of extracurri-
cular activities offered by the edu-
cational work.

During the participatory process, the 
working groups also noted that it is 
necessary to educate children and 
young people in a climate of trust 
and security so that they can express 
themselves at school, and to break 
with the anonymity of social networks. 
It is also important to reconsider the 
role of the teacher as educator and 
instructor. Similarly, it is relevant to 
learn from childhood to develop de-
mocratic skills and values, which form 
responsible citizens. It is worth men-
tioning that through the free opinion 
forums, 3 topics of interest among 
children and young people emerged, 
which need to be taken into account:

• Affective-sexual education.
• Dialogue-based management of 

school coexistence.
• Choice and planning of educational 

outings outside the school.

Among its conclusions, the provin-
ce of Compostela mentions that:

• ·In the development of rights, it is 
essential to believe as educators 
in the processes that are being 
implemented.

• Emotional education, interiority 
sessions, cooperative learning… 
are highlighted as aspects whe-
re children and young people 
(NNAJ) themselves express 
themselves.

• · It is necessary to evaluate the 
communicative and not so much 
participatory methodology with 
young people. They often do not 
perceive how different aspects of 
school life work (what decisions 
the school can and cannot take, 
how certain decisions work, the 
reasons for certain organisational 
issues and school regulations…). 
“We are not pedagogical, nor are 
we clear in conveying to them the 
whys and wherefores of issues 
that affect them, but of which they 
feel they are merely recipients. 
This feeling would change with 
good communication of these as-
pects”.

https://champagnat.org/en/stand-up-speak-up-act-project-in-the-province-of-compostel/
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FRANCE: VOLUNTEERS OF THE 
CENTRE D’ACCUEIL L’HERMITAGE

MEXICO: PROVINCIAL HOUSE OF  
MÉXICO OCCIDENTAL

MADAGASCAR: LAUNCH OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL FORUM - ANTSIRABE

VIETNAM: COLLECTION OF SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES

HAITI: ESCOLASTICATE IN PUERTO 
PRÍNCIPE

marist world

LEBANON: PROJECT FRATELLI

HAITI

5 NOVICES MAKE THEIR FIRST PROFESSION AT JEREMIE

On June 6th, feast of Father 
Champagnat and of the 
Marist Institute in the 

world, a group of 5 novices made 
their first profession in Jérémie, 
Haiti. The new brothers are: Jo-
hnner, Jonel, Nesly, Winé, Oudié-
re.

The celebration was both lively 
and touching, with songs of joy, 
with music provided by the choir 
of postulants from Cayes, and with 
much devotion and faith. Each no-
vice entered into the moment with 
enthusiasm, expressing his moti-
vation for making this commitment 
to his chosen way of life.

Bishop Joseph Gontrand Descos-
te of the diocese of Grand-Anse, 

always on hand for these important 
events, encouraged the newly pro-
fessed to walk in the footsteps of 
Champagnat by giving life and con-
tinuity to their Marist dream.  At the 
same time, he took the opportunity 
to thank the Marists for their educa-
tional contribution in the diocese.

The parents of 
the newly profes-
sed were present 
to honour the 
occasion and to 
place the cross 
on their sons as 
they were setting 
out on this new 
path.

At the same ce-

lebration, 3 Brothers (Dimmy, Ma-
yliko, Louis-Oscar) renewed their 
commitment to continue building 
the Marist dream in Haiti.

On June 3, 12 other brothers from 
Haiti renewed their vows in Port-
au-Prince.

https://champagnat.org/en/5-novices-make-their-first-profession-at-jeremie/
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PROVINCE MEDITERRÁNEA

Br. AURELIANO GARCÍA MANZANAL NEW PROVINCIAL

In a letter of 11 June, addressed to the Brothers of the 
Province of Mediterránea, Brother Ernesto Sánchez, 
Superior General, announced that the General Cou-

ncil, after studying the survey carried out in the Provin-
ce, has appointed Brother Aureliano García Manzanal 
as Provincial of Mediterránea for a first term of three 
years.

“Thank you, Aureliano, for your availability and generosi-
ty in serving the Institute and the Province of Mediterrá-
nea as Provincial. Your joy and creativity, your ability to 
dialogue and to adapt to different situations, as well as 
your experience as Councillor and Vice-Provincial and 
your experience and participation in the XXII General 
Chapter will be of great help to you”, says Br Ernesto in 
his letter.

Br Aureliano will replace Br Juan Carlos Fuertes, Provin-
cial since 2016. He will take office as Provincial during 
the celebration of the next Provincial Chapter, which will 
take place from 2 to 4 January 2022.

Br. Ernesto also thanked Br. Juan Carlos: “My thanks for 
his years of dedication to the life and works of the Pro-
vince of Mediterránea. Thank you very much, Juan Car-
los! You have carried out your mission with simplicity, joy 
and availability, facing the challenges that have arisen 
during these years”.

The Mediterranean Province is present in Spain, Italy, 
Lebanon and Syria. He has also accompanied the Dis-
trict of West Africa, which will begin as a new Province 
next August.

Br. Aureliano García

He was born in Castromorca (Burgos) on 22 May 1966. 
In September 1977 he went to the Marist seminary of 
Guardamar and there he began his Marist story.

He began his novitiate in 1983 in Salamanca and there 
he made his first profession as a brother on 30 June 
1985. He also made his scholasticate in Salamanca.

His first community as a Brother was in Alicante in 1989-
90; he taught primary school and worked in the school 
pastoral team.

From 1990 to 1994 in Algemesí, teacher, pastoral de-
legate and school secretary. From 1994 to 1997 in Va-
lencia. He was a teacher and studied psychology at 
university.

From 1997 to 2000 in the insertion community of Barrio 
del Cristo (Valencia). He worked in Proyecto Hombre 
and directed a flat opened by the Brothers as a com-
mitment to the world of marginalisation (Piso Herma-
nos). From 2000 to 2001, he was director of the Marist 
school in Cartagena.

He was a missionary in Ghana from 2001 to 2009. Du-
ring these years he was superior of the community of 
Kumasi and coordinator of development projects; also, 
from 2006 to 2009 he was councillor of the Marist District 

of West Africa.

From 2010 to 2015 he was Provincial Councillor and 
Coordinator of the Council of Marist Educational Works 
(COEM) of the Province of Mediterránea. His community 
during those years was Guardamar (Alicante).

Since 2015 he has been living in the community of To-
rrente (Hogar Champagnat, centre for minors), and is 
currently vice-provincial and coordinator of the Brothers 
Today Team of the province. He also coordinates the 
Brothers Today Europe team.

https://champagnat.org/en/br-aureliano-garcia-manzanal-appointed-provincial-of-mediterranea/
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FMS MESSAGE

We aspire to something more: a global family

During the retreat in the summer of 1826, François learned all the news from the Hermitage which they did not dare to send 
in writing: the recovery of Father Champagnat, the quarrels between Father Terraillon and Father Courveille, the steps taken 
by Brother Stanislas to pay Champagnat's debts. He also learned of the unfortunate scandal caused by Father Courveille 
among the students, his expulsion from the house and his entry into "La Trappe" and the appointment of Father Terraillon 
as Missionary. 
During the retreat, he made the decision to reaffirm his consecration to God, after having prayed and consulted, he decided 
to become a Marist Brother for life. He wrote in his diary: "To be lukewarm would be for me the most bitter of reproaches". 
François was part of the first group of professed Brothers of the Institute. 
On Wednesday, October 11, 1826, at the age of 18 ½ years, Brother François took his perpetual vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience after receiving holy communion. 
After the ceremony, Father Champagnat could not help saying to him, as he embraced him, "My son, I envy your happiness!".
His teaching career ended at this point. Marcellin will ask him to stay there to help him, he became his secretary, house nur-
se, and teacher, among other occupations. 
Almost all the rest of his life will be spent at the Hermitage at the direct service of the Founder, serving as master of novices, 
secretary, nurse: a role for which he prepared himself by studying medicine. It is certainly during this time that he acquires 
a great self-taught culture, religious and secular, of which are evident in his numerous notebooks.

Other episodes here

Br. François first Superior General of the Marist Institute

14) Perpetual Vows

Brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, and Óscar Martín, General Councillor
Read the complete article in FMS Message 50

The XXII General Chapter was 
an extraordinary experience 
of discernment and para-

digm shift. The process we used 
gave us many ways of addressing 
the double-edged question: What 
does God want us to be and what 
does God want us to do in this 
emerging world? The capitulants 
entered into this process honestly 
and openly. Constructive dialo-
gues, listening to the contemporary 
and emerging world and to the voi-
ces of young people, lay people, 
brothers, provinces, prayer and 
contemplation, the urging of the 
Gospel and reference to Mary and 
Champagnat... all helped us to un-
derstand what God was asking us 
to transform now and in the future 
for us to become a global body. We 

took a long time examining answers 
to this question and their implica-
tions across the various areas of our 
life and mission and, in particular, in 
what it means for our self-understan-
ding as an Institute.

Gradually, consensus firmed around 
three intuitions and convictions that 
are expressed in the first call of the 
Chapter: We aspire to be more of 
a family; We aspire to live the cha-
rismatic dimension with greater 
intensity; We aspire to be more 
global. This required a process of 
detachment and re-imagination. We 
could see that we had to leave be-
hind a culture of isolation in order to 
progress towards a new and promi-
sing paradigm of communion and 
life. The drive for a greater emphasis 

on 'family', on our 'charismatic di-
mension' , on 'global' became clear 
to the capitulants who experienced 
it as a movement of the Spirit.

 https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/ 
https://champagnat.org/en/library/fms-message/
https://champagnat.org/en/library/fms-message/
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Website  http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

PROVINCE EAST ASIA

LAITY GATHERS TO LEARN, REFLECT, AND CELEBRATE

The Laity Committee of the East Asia Province ini-
tiated a program gathering the laity and brothers 
in charge with the animation of laity for a time of 

learning, reflecting, and celebrating on the Feast of St. 
Marcellin on June 6, 2021. Sixty-six participated in the 
said event.
Alongside the reflection process of the International Fo-
rum on the Lay Marist Vocation the gathering adapted 
the theme:  The Lay Marist Vocation:  Welcoming, Nur-
turing, Living and Sharing our Vocation.  It was desired 
that this gathering become an opportunity for the CMMF, 
Friends of Marcellin, mission partners, volunteers, and 
other lay Marists who are partakers of the gift of the Ma-
rist charism, come together and reflect on the vocational 
aspect of being lay Marist. 
It was a profound learning experience to have Br. Josep 
Maria Soteras, General Councilor, who shared on the to-
pic Biblical Foundation of the Vocation of Laity and the 

Vision of the Institute on the Vocation of Lay Marist.
Mrs. Marjorie Ra·eses (Philippines) and Mr. Pep Buetas 
(Spain) shared testimonies of their Marist journey.  Pep 
guided the dynamics and process of reflections gene-
rating a meaningful output of the participants’ experien-
ce.  These outputs are valuable resource in the process 
of reflection towards the International Forum on the Laity 
Vocation.

Formation of the new generation of Marist lay leaders - Philippines

On June 10, 2021, fifteen personnel 
of Notre Dame of Cotabato, Philip-
pines, participated in the Formation 
of the New-Generation Marist Lay 
Leaders. This is the beginning of 
the seven sessions prepared for the 
program. A session for the general 
orientation, 5 sessions for the con-
tent and process, and one session 
for the concluding activity are sche-
duled to ensure participants meet 
the target of fully comprehending 
what it takes to be a leader imbued 
with the identity, spirituality, and mis-
sion in the tradition of St. Marcellin.

This formation initiative adapted the 
leadership program designed by Br. 
Maximiliano Meier. Its implementa-
tion in the East Asia Province will take 
some innovations in the methods of 
delivering the module to ensure apt-
ness to the needs of participants. In 
giving the orientation, Br. Max stres-
sed that it is important not to be stuck 
in the narratives of the past. Rather, it 
is important for leaders to transfer the 
authentic Marist values and traditions 
to our time. Hence, the importance of 
first knowing the historical roots.

With the modules grounded in the ri-
chness of Marist tradition, Br. Max, en-
couraged the participants to appro-
priate the themes in Marcellin’s time 
to our own realities. Through this, one 
can fully embrace and live out the spi-
rituality of Marist leadership, making it 
more relevant for our time. Having the 
said program implemented is in the 
agenda of the strategic direction of 
the East Asia Province, particularly in 
the plan of the Laity Committee, that 
is, to ensure the preparation and the 
formative development of the new ge-
neration of laity leaders.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/laity-gathers-to-learn-reflect-and-celebrate-in-east-asia-province/

