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SUSTAINABILITY OF MARIST MISSION
6TH MESSAGE FROM THE MARIST INTERNATIONAL
MISSION COMMISSION

T

he sixth message of the International Commission on
Marist Mission deals with the
sustainability of our Marist Mission
and reflects on the need to make the
mission of the Institute sustainable
over time, a goal that requires basic
principles and the commitment of all
to be reached.
Brothers Gregorio Linacero and Libardo
Garzón, General Bursar, have produced
a reflection statement based on the
contributions of the Commission.
The message underlines the need to

work to ensure the vitality and viability
of Marist life now and in the future and
challenges Marist leaders to promote
a cultural change that involves the implementation of inclusive leadership, “based
on common policies, clear and coordinated processes and procedures at all
levels of the Institute”.
The Marist International Mission Commission, made up of Brothers and
Laypeople, took on the task of reflecting on
the centrality of Marist mission in today’s
world.
If you would like to share your ideas,

reflections or experiences with the
Commission as a result of this message,
please write to fms.cimm@fms.it
You will find the other messages that the
Commission has published from January
onwards at this link.
Marist International Mission Commission
The Commission was set up to facilitate the networking of secretariats,
networks and regions in an integrated
and sequential manner. The Commission will help leaders to reflect on
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the initiatives and implementation
processes of the Strategic Plan projects in the field of Mission at global,
regional and province levels. At the
same time, the aim of the International Commission is to coordinate
the different initiatives and actions of
the Regions, Networks and General
Administration in order to maximise
their impacts and effects.
The members of the Commission: Br
Luis Carlos Gutiérrez Blanco (Coordinator, Vicar General), Br Ben Consigli
(General Councillor), Br Ken McDonald
(General Councillor), Br Francis Jumbe
(Region of Africa – Southern Africa
Province), Br Marciano Guzmán Morana (Region of Europe – Mediterranean
Province), Br Gregorio Linacero Melón

Province), Br Alberto Guillermo
Aparicio (South America Region –
Cruz del Sur Province), Br. Farancis
Rahmat (Region of Asia – East
Asia), Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
(Solidarity Secretariat), Br. Valdícer
Fachi (Cmi), Br. Carlos Alberto Rojas
Carvajal and Br. Okolo Mark Omede
(Education and Evangelisation Secretariat), Br. Manuír Mentges (Network
of Universities – Prov. Brasil Sul-Amazonia), Frank Malloy (Schools
Network- Prov. Australia), María del
Socorro Álvarez (Solidarity Network
– Prov. México Central), and María
Bobillo (Marist Youth Network – Prov.
Compostela).

(Region of Arco Norte – Central America

PDF: English | Español | Français |
Português

FILIPINAS

BR. RAYMUND GALLARDO PROFESSES HIS FINAL VOWS

O

s Irmãos Maristas da Província East Asia celebraram a
profissão perpétua do Irmão Raymund C. Gallardo no dia
10 de julho na Paróquia S. Pedro e S. Paulo, em Lagao,
General Santos City, nas Filipinas. A celebração eucarística foi
presidida pelo pároco, Pe. Ronald Plomillo.
O Ir. Ador Santiago, Provincial, recebeu os votos em nome do
Superior Geral, Ir. Ernesto Sánchez. O lema escolhido pelo Ir.
Raymund para a profissão vem do Salmo 145,17: “O Senhor é

2

21 I JULY I 2021

fiel em todos os seus caminhos e amoroso em todas as suas
ações”.
Devido aos protocolos decorrentes da pandemia, apenas sessenta e cinco pessoas participaram, incluindo os trinta e dois
Irmãos Maristas das diversas comunidades maristas em Mindanao e nas ilhas de Jolo, Sulu, onde o Ir. Raymund atua desde
2020. Estiveram presentes também sete membros de família
do Ir. Raymund que vieram de Sarmiento para esta ocasião.

Provincial Chapters
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Western Mexico
The Chapter took place from 18 to 20 July and was attended by Brothers Ernesto Sánchez and João Carlos do Prado.
Br. Luis Enrique took office as Provincial. The new Council
will be made up of Brothers Luis Roberto González, Sergio
Cáceres, Raúl Fernando Lara Castro, Fernando Luis Alberto
López Hernández, Melesio Tiscareño De Alba and Javier
López Godina.

MALAWI

9 NOVICES
BEGIN THE
NOVITIATE IN MTENDERE

Santa Maria de los Andes
The Chapter started on 11 July and ends on 15 August. It is
being held entirely online due to the pandemic. For the canonical parts of the gathering 34 capitulants are participating, and at the moment there are 36 other brothers and lay
people in the group. Br. Pablo González Franco has begun
his mandate as Provincial.

N

ine Postulants from the Southern Africa Province started
their novitiate on 19th June, in Mtendere, Malawi. The
young men are Emmanuel, Denis, Mike, John, Elia, Samson (from Malawi); Miguel, Buca (from Angola) and Panache
(from Zimbabwe).
Generally, novices from South Africa go to Matola Novitiate in
Mozambique, but due to the Covid-19 pandemic the novices
will follow their two years formation at the provisional noviciate
set up in Mtendere, Diocese of Dedza.

Central Mexico
The XVIII Provincial
Chapter will take
place from 22 to 24
July, during which
Br. Luis Felipe will be
installed as the new
Provincial. The motto
of the Chapter is
"Same mission; big,
new challenges".

Constitutions 117/9 provides that “[The Superior General
cannot act without the consent of his Council to:] (9) set
up, transfer or close a novitiate house, and authorize the
establishment of various novitiates in the same Province
or District.” Guided by this, a decision was made to open a
novitiate in Mtendere. Br. Simeon Banda was named novice
master.
Noviciate in Africa
There are three novitiates in Africa: Save Novitiate in Rwanda for the Provinces of East Central Africa (PACE) and Madagascar, Matola Novitiate in Mozambique for the Province
of Southern Africa, and Kumasi Novitiate in Ghana for the
Province of Nigeria and the District of West Africa.
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ITALY

MANZIANA COMMUNITY PROMOTES
TWO ONLINE COURSES OF ONGOING FORMATION

T

he Ongoing Formation team of the Marist International
Formation Centre of Manziana, in collaboration with the
Brothers Today Secretariat, is simultaneously running
two online courses from July to September: one for Accompaniers and Formators and the other for middle-aged Brothers.
Through these two programmes, the Team is trying to make
up for the ongoing formation courses that had to be suspended
since last year due to the pandemic.
Brother Lindley Halago Sionosa, on behalf of the Brothers Today Secretariat, explained that, given the circumstances, “the
Manziana team, together with the Brothers Today Secretariat
and the liaison councillors, Brothers Óscar Martin and João
do Prado, considered it appropriate to resume some ongoing
formation programmes”. These formative experiences “are at
the disposal of all the Brothers who wish to participate”.

4

part has just begun, the second part will take place in person
next year. The three workshops this year are:
Spirituality: Being the face and hands of your tender mercy
Personal Growth Workshop
Youth cultures today
Formative Encounters
The programme “Formative Encounters 2021” is aimed especially at Brothers between 35 and 45 years of age. It is entitled
“Journeying along the paths of contemplative prayer” and consists of 9 sessions that will take place in July and August of this
year. The proposal is to take up, through the programme, the
2nd call of the XXII General Chapter and to offer the Brothers a
prayerful itinerary of discipleship to live it daily.

The Ongoing Formation team is composed of Brothers Antonio
Peralta, Joe Walton, Joaquim Sperandio and Teófilo Minga.

In August, a third programme, Pathways / Midlife, will begin for
Brothers between 45 and 60 years of age, which will complete
the formative proposals of the Ongoing Formation Team.

Accompaniers and Formators
The Programme for Accompaniers and Formators 2021, entitled “To be the face and hands of your tender mercy”, has 48
participants and will be developed in two parts. The first, virtual

All these programmes will be carried out through the Zoom
platform, with simultaneous translation. The programmes are
interactive. Each session starts at 14.00 hours in Rome and lasts
one and a half hours (90 minutes). More information on this
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marist world
GENERAL HOUSE: DELIVERY OF THE RULE OF
LIFE AND CONSTITUTIONS TO THE GENERAL
ADMINISTRATION COMMUNITY

TANZANIA: POSTULANCY IN MWANZA

SRI LANKA: MARIS STELLA COLLEGE

BRAZIL: NEW PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF BRASIL
CENTRO-SUL

SPAIN. FUNDACIÓN MARCELINO CHAMPAGNAT –
SUMMER SCHOOL IN GRANADA

GERMANY: MARISTEN-GYMNASIUM FURTH

CUBA AND ITALY

NEW MEMBERS OF LAVALLA200>

B

r José Manuel Acal Francés (Ibérica) and Enrique Muñoz
Becerra (Mediterranea) have been commissioned by Br
Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, as members of the
Lavalla200> initiative. They will go the communities at Holguin
(Cuba) and Syracusa (Italy) respectively.
Br. José Manuel y Enrique began their preparation and discernment at the end of April with weekly personal conversations,
followed by some workshops via ZOOM, a week together in
Rome and finally two weeks embedded in the Syracusa community.
Br Ernesto thanked them for making themselves globally
available, the seriousness of their preparation, and encouraged
them in their commitment to vulnerable people
and to build homes of light, communities for a
new beginning. He also thanked the Provincials concerned for their generous collaboration.
Enrique and Br. José Manuel will take up their
new missions this year when formalities are
complete and visas obtained.
21 I JULY I 2021
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INTER-AMERICAN MARIST SOLIDARITY HEART NETWORK
DEALS WITH MARIST SOLIDARITY IN TIMES OF PANDEMIC

O

n July 7th, the 1st meeting of the
cycle ” Resonances of Marist Solidarity in the Americas in times of
pandemic ” took place online on Zoom.
The event brought together members of
the Marist Solidarity Heart Inter-American Network, made up of representatives
of the areas of Solidarity and the Rights
of Children, Adolescents and Young People in the Provinces of the South America
and Arco Norte Region. For the coordinator of the Network, María del Socorro
Álvarez, from the Province of Mexico,
this space, whose theme was “Echoes
of Solidarity in times of pandemic in our
Provinces and Sectors”, was a privileged opportunity to share
in a fraternal climate, different scenarios of the pandemic in the
Americas and to share the different ways of facing it together
with other participants from civil society, other religious congregations and rights networks. “The exchange allowed us to see
the richness of network sharing, allowing us to learn from each
other and encouraging us to continue to promote solidarity and
rights in the Americas in creative ways,” he said.
The objective of the meeting was to share experiences of

solidarity during the pandemic , placing them in the context
of the country and recovering lessons learned. The story
prepared by each Province was enriched by questioning and
shared reflection.
The Cycle “Resonances of Marist Solidarity in the Americas”
will continue with the 2nd Meeting (of 4), on the 6th August,
on the theme Educating in and for transformative Solidarity
from the Academic Curriculum – Methodology of Learning
and Service.

Br Francisco, first Superior general of the marist institute

18.

Election as “Director General

After his stay in Paris, Marcellin Champagnat’s forces falter. Today’s doctors, when they see the symptoms, think
of stomach cancer, but that was not the case in 1839. Marcellin Champagnat’s health declined to the point where
he began to think about his succession.
Father Colin as superior of the Society of Mary proposed the election which took place on Saturday 12th October,
during the retreat of 1839. The 92 perpetually professed Brothers who were present at the time were elected.
Brother François received 87 votes, Brother Louis-Marie 70 and Brother Jean-Baptiste 57.
That evening, the new Superior and his assistants served at the tables.
That evening, François wrote in his diary: “What shall I do, since I clearly recognise that I do not have the
strength of body and health, still less that of spirit and virtue? God’s will has manifested itself; I resign myself
to it with the gentle confidence that He who with one hand imposes this burden on me, with the other will know
how to bear its weight? I shall have to temper, always, firmness with gentleness, severity with clemency. I shall
have to encourage, to strengthen, to warn, to correct? Oh, how great are these duties! How difficult they are! “
A few days later he will complete:
“My God, grant me by your grace to become the Brother Superior after your heart, applied to all my duties, occupied only at my post, groaning under the weight of my task, bearing it with courage, having to give an account of
it, looking only to you, seeking only you, hoping only in you, fearing only you. Give me zealous co-workers, send
good labourers into your vineyard, into your harvest. Grant me the discernment to choose them, the piety to train
them, the prudence to employ them, the vigilance and kindness to govern them. Bless them, fill them with your
spirit, and may they always be diligent in their ministry.
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BRASIL CENTRO-SUL

VII CHAPTER OF THE MARIST PROVINCE

T

he Marist Province
of Brasil Centro-Sul
celebrated its VII
Provincial Chapter on 8 and
9 July. During this Chapter
session, Brother Provincial,
Benê Oliveira, began his
second term of service in
the animation and government of the Province.
The new Provincial Council
was also elected, made
up of Brothers Anacleto
Peruzzo, Délcio Balestrin,
Miguel Fernandes, Rogério
Mateucci, Ronaldo Luzzi
and Vanderlei S. Santos.
At the celebration, 22
Brother Capitulants and 3 collaborators were present in person.
Some sessions were transmitted live. From Rome, Brothers
Óscar Martín and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa, General Councillors accompanying the Province, accompanied the work of the
Chapter.
Brother Ernesto Sanchez, Superior General, also participated by
means of a message which can be seen at this link.
During the meeting, some of the issues, realities, achievements
and challenges of the Province were discussed:
• the preparatory sessions on the state of the Chapter;
• the creation and development of the Religious Organisation
(RO);
• the re-dimensioning of vocation animation;
• the creation of the Nuclei of Identity, Mission
and Vocation (NIMV) in the apostolic fronts of
the Marist Group;
• the solidarity of the PMBCS in times of coronavirus; and the care of people;
• the strategic plan of PMBCS and the Marist
Group;
• the impacts of the pandemic and containment
measures on the mission and economies of
PMBCS and the Marist Group;
• the full report of the 2017-2020 triennium;
• the different actions that have promoted vitality,

sustainability and fruitfulness of Marist life and mission in
the Province.
•
With the motto “À sombra da arvore” (Under the shade of the
tree), the capitulants gathered to reflect on “who God wants us
to be and what he wants us to do”, in this emerging world, with
uncertainties and social inequalities, but with many blessings,
lessons, transformations and opportunities. As a result of this
attitude and stance, they addressed the expectations, dreams
and visions of the Province in the horizon 2021-2024, and
approved the priorities:
1. Vocation Animation;
2. A simpler Consecrated Life and Province;
3. Champagnat Marists in Mission.
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SPAIN

THE MARIST GLOBAL NETWORK OF SCHOOLS IS PRESENTED
AT THE MEETING OF MANAGEMENT TEAMS OF CATALONIA

T

he management teams of the
Marist educational works in Catalonia (Province of L’Hermitage)
held their annual meeting on July 2nd.
Due to the pandemic, the meeting was
held online and not in the Monastery
of Les Avellanes (La Noguera-Lleida),
as is tradition. Brother Carlos Alberto
Rojas, Director of the Secretariat for
Education and Evangelisation, was
present at the event and presented the
project of the Marist Global Network
of Schools.
The meeting dealt with themes related to the Strategic Plan,
formation, communication, economy and the motto for the
next academic year. They also discussed the lines of work,
the objectives, the new teams of the schools and the social
works which will begin to function from the next academic
year.
During his participation, Brother Carlos Alberto explained
the procedure that will be followed from now on, with three
inter-regional workshops involving school directors, educators, students and families. The Europe and Africa workshop
will take place on 23 September. “A project that will give
us a plus of diversity and enrichment, which comes from the
possibility of connecting,” he said.
Throughout the meeting, the school teams had a space to
evaluate the Maristes Xarxa Innovació (MXI) educational
innovation project and, at the same time, the social work
teams spent some time reflecting on how we integrate the

participation of children and young people in the education
we offer them, from the perspective of rights. This space
was led by Jordi Vicente, an educator from the Maristas
Champagnat school (Badalona).
At the end of the meeting, there was a moment to thank the
people of the school management teams, the social works
and the central services who will take on a different type
of responsibility next year. In the same way, good luck and
good work were wished to the people who will be joining
both the management teams of educational works and the
mission team of Marists Catalonia from next year onwards.
Brother Jaume Parés closed the day by thanking, both on
his own behalf and on behalf of the Brother Provincial, Pere
Ferré, for the effort, dedication and work of each and every
one of the people of the Marist educational works in a particularly complicated year: “We say THANK YOU in capital
letters”.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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