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■ On Tuesday 27th July, Brothers Francis and Angel Diego 
of the Solidarity Secretariat met online with the Province of 
Australia to discuss the theme of ecology.
■ On the same day, the Solidarity Secretariat met virtually 
with the 4 Branches of the Marist Family to reflect on Ecolo-
gy. This is a monthly meeting.
■ On 27 July, the Bureau of Education and Evangelisation 
met online with Br Ángel Diego García Otaola, Director of 
the Solidarity Secretariat, to discuss the Marist Educational 
Mission.
■ On 28 July, the Bureau of the Laity, the Enlarged Bureau 
of the Laity and the Liaison Councillors, Brothers Sylvain 
Ramandimbiarisoa and João Carlos do Prado, meet with Fr. 

Javier Aguirregabiria of the Piarists, with the aim of learning 
about the experience of the Piarists’ lay association. The vir-
tual meeting include members from Costa Rica, Chile, Brazil, 
Nigeria, Spain, Italy, Philippines and Australia.
■ On Wednesday, 28 July, Brothers Francis and Angel 
Diego, from the Solidarity Secretariat, participate online in 
the monthly Mission Committee Meeting.
■ On 30 July, Br Ángel Diego García Otaola, director of the 
Solidarity Secretariat, will participate in the monthly meeting 
of the Laudato si’ Platform for Religious Orders.
■ From 30 July to 1 August, Br João Carlos do Prado, 
General Councillor, will participate online in the Canadian 
Chapter.

general administration

GENERAL HOUSE

WHAT IS THE MARIST GLOBAL NETWORK OF SCHOOLS?

The Marist Global Network of 
Schools, to be inaugurated next 
October, responds to the call of the 

XX General Chapter to Journey Together 
as a Global Family. It is a project that 
is being created in a collaborative way 
involving the whole Marist Educational 
Community. However, like any serious 
project, it involves rigour and a process, 

which implies following defined stages 
such as communication with all interest-
ed parties.

As a result of the work carried out over 
two years by a team representing the 
different Regions of the Institute, a 
framework document has been drawn up 
which lays the foundations for the further 

evolution of the project.  It includes the 
following aspects, here presented in a 
very condensed form:

The aim of the network is: To contribute 
to the development, vitality, and sustain-
ability of our Marist Mission in schools. 
Its scope is the secondary and pre-sec-
ondary schools that are Institute-owned 

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/schools/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/schools/
https://champagnat.org/en/what-is-the-marist-global-network-of-schools/
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or those associated with it.

The added value provided by the network 
will be:
• Identity and sense of belonging.
• Innovation and the quality of educa-

tion and evangelisation provided.
• Commitment of students to think 

and work globally.
• Use of technology to share human 

resources and educational materi-
als.

• Opportunities for education coor-
dinators to relate more personally 
and support one another, fostering 
interconnection and collaboration.

As a starting point in the launching 
process, some principles have also been 
adopted as key guidelines for moving 
forward:

• It is to be inspired by the call and 
principles of the XXII General 
Chapter.

• It is to be a global project.
• It is to be a collaborative project.
• It is to create opportunities for shar-

ing and maximising resources.
• It is to provide a platform for shar-

ing.
• It is to address the whole education-

al community.
• It wants to contribute to the school 

improvement cycle.
• It is to build on existing Marist 

networks.

Based on these principles and guide-
lines, produced by a group of experts, a 
creative, participatory process is under-
way, between May and October 2021, in 
which we invite you to get involved.

The Marist Global Network of 
Schools is a project of the General 
Council in response to the calls of 
the 22nd General Chapter which 
called for us to be a global family. 
It will be a place of promotion for 
the Marist mission that is carried 
out in more than 600 schools in 80 
countries. On behalf of the General 
Council, the Secretariat for Educa-
tion and Evangelisation, in collab-
oration with the network of Marist 
publishers, is organising the launch 
of the network, which will take 
place from 25-29 October 2021. 

Further information about the 
network can be found here.

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/schools/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/schools/
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Very soon the Founder was no longer to be counted on, because at the beginning of 1840 he had to retire and could 
soon offer only his terrible sufferings.
The Founder, for his part, put the material affairs of the congregation in order by creating a civil Society, and then let 
Brothers François and Louis-Marie do their work.
On 11th May 1840, Father Champagnat received the last sacraments, made his recommendations to the Brothers 
and, the following week, arranged with Brother François and Brother Louis-Marie to finalise his spiritual testament. 
This was read on 18 May to the whole community, in it we read:
“I desire that total and perfect obedience always reign among the Brothers of Mary; that the subjects, seeing in the 
Superiors the person of Jesus Christ, obey them in heart and spirit, and always renounce, if necessary, their own 
will and judgement.”
“Let charity always reign among you. Love one another as Christ has loved you”.
Just as your will must coincide with that of the Fathers of the Society of Mary in obedience to a single Superior 
General, it is my wish that your hearts and feelings may always be united in Jesus and Mary”.
I also pray to the Lord and wish with all my soul that you may persevere faithfully in the holy exercise of the 
presence of God, the soul of prayer, of meditation and of all the virtues. May humility and simplicity always be the 
distinctive character of the Little Brothers of Mary. She is the first Superior of the whole Society”.
“I leave you all, confidently, in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, until we have the joy of seeing each other 
together in eternal beatitude.”

Brother François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

19. Spiritual Testament

SANTA MARÍA DE LOS ANDES

VII PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

Lhe Province of Santa María de los Andes is holding its VII 
Provincial Chapter from 11 July to 15 August. During the 
Chapter, Brother Pablo González Franco has begun his 

mandate as the new Provincial, and the new Provincial Council 
will also be elected.
After having been postponed due to the pandemic and the 
impossibility of being able to meet in person, the first session of 
the chapter began on 11 July virtually.
On the first day, Br Isidro Azpeleta, of the organising commit-
tee, welcomed all those present. From 
Rome, Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior 
General, addressed a few words to the 
Capitulants, underlining the importance of 
this event for the life of the Province and 
the Institute. The Superior General also 
extended his best wishes and prayers 
to Brother Pablo in his new mission and 
thanked Brother Saturnino Alonso for his 
term as Provincial for two terms.
During his remarks, Brother Saturnino 
expressed his gratitude for the support 
he received throughout his term of office. 
The letter of appointment of Br. Pablo 
from the General Council was read out to 
signal his officially taking office.

The day continued with the presentation of the overall work 
plan, the agenda for the coming days, words of introduction 
from the participants and a prayer.
In the course of the first week, reports from the various 
Provincial ministry areas, the executive of Marist works, the 
pre-Chapter group conversations, the election of the steering 
commission and a review of Chapter regulations, among others, 
were presented.  Likewise, the election of the new Provincial 
Councillors was done.

https://champagnat.org/en/vii-provincial-chapter-of-santa-maria-de-los-andes/


marist news 688

28  I JULY I 20214

The Province of México Occidental held its XX 
Provincial Chapter from 17 to 19 July at the 
“Spacio La Valla” in Guadalajara. During the 

celebration, Br. Luis Enrique assumed his mandate 
as provincial. The new provincial council was also 
elected for the next three years, made up of Broth-
ers Luis Roberto González, Sergio Cáceres, Raúl 
Fernando Lara Castro, Fernando Luis Alberto López 
Hernández, Melesio Tiscareño De Alba and Javier 
López Godina.

Brothers Ernesto Sánchez (Superior General), Brother 
João Carlos Do Prado (General Councillor) and Broth-
ers Luis Felipe González and José Sánchez from the 
Province of México Central were present in person.  
The sessions were accompanied virtually by four 
Brothers capitulants who joined us from Haiti, several 
lay Marists, Mexican Brothers and Brothers from the 
Haitian sector.

During the days prior to the Chapter work, the Broth-
ers spoke about the objective of achieving a more dialogue-ori-
ented Province, capable of building simple and horizontal 
structures in function of the mission, starting from the idea of 
being a light for the people, building welcoming communities 
and achieving inclusion and complementarity between laypeo-
ple and Brothers.

On 18 July, during the first day of Chapter work, two important 
moments took place: the report of Brother Miguel Ángel Santos, 
outgoing Provincial, and the Eucharist of Brother Luis Enrique 
Rodríguez, who shared his dreams for the Province, making 
use of the signs of fire, earth, air and water, a symbolism which 
accompanied the theme of the retreat.

Br. Miguel, Provincial for two three years, highlighted some 
of the elements of his term of office, and also mentioned the 
nuclei of the Provincial itinerary: “Care and development of the 
community”, “Charismatic formation”, “Education”, “Provincial 
Services” and “Social transformation”.

During the day of 19 July, the election of the Provincial Council 
which will accompany Brother Luis Enrique and the Prov-
ince for the next three years took place. Throughout the day, 
suggestions were made to the next Provincial Council, and the 
following themes were addressed: “Sense of Province”, “Marist 
Brothers and Communities”, “Marist Laity”, “Marist Mission 
and Works”, “Haiti Sector”, “Provincial Government” and “Arco 
Norte Region and Marist Mexico”.

Br. Luis Enrique thanked Br. Miguel and all those present and 
invited the brothers to take care of the vocation, to spread the 
joy of being a brother, to encourage accompaniment and the 
promotion of the lay vocation. On the other hand, he pointed to 

MEXICO

XX PROVINCIAL CHAPTER OF MÉXICO OCCIDENTAL
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Within the framework of the XX Provincial Chapter during the 
Eucharist, July 18, Brother David Castillo Menchaca made 
his Renewal of Temporary Vows. 

iberica
From the 1st to the 7th of August, a group of brothers and 
lay people from the Province will enjoy a few days of rest, 
silence, prayer and conviviality at the Marist residence in 
Miraflores (Burgos).

cruz del Sur
On the 24th of July, the young Marists of the three countries 
that make up the Province (Argentina, Paraguay and Uru-
guay) met online. The appointment took place via Zoom and 
was a great experience for the young people.

https://maristas.org.mx/
https://champagnat.org/en/xx-provincial-chapter-of-mexico-occidental/
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MEXICO: NEW PROVINCIAL COUNCIL MEXICO 
CENTRAL

NEW ZEALAND: BROTHERS FROM THE DISTRICT OF 
PACIFIC RECEIVE THE CONSTITUTIONS AND RULE 
OF LIFE

PUERTO RICO: ANIMATORS OF FRATERNITIES OF 
PUERTO RICO

INDIA: OPERATION RAINBOW IN TAMIL NADUITALY: PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY OF THE MARISTS 
OF CHAMPAGNAT

marist world

GUATEMALA: 60 YEARS OF MARIST LIFE OF BR 
JAVIER ESPINOSA

the new projects taken on by the Province. “We are a Province, 
we are brothers, we are a community”, he said at the end of 
his message.

Before concluding the session, Br. Ernesto Sanchez thanked 
Br. Miguel and his Provincial Council and congratulated the 
new Provincial Council. He also recalled that Canada will soon 
be configured as a district and will be supported extensively in 
the USA and in Marist Mexico. “We need to team up, we need 
to do it together. And my invitation is that, in these new times, 
we should be able to take risks, to leave our comfort zone, to 
accept the innovation, to welcome it without fear 
and to respond,” said the Superior General, in a 
message after the Provincial Chapter.

For his part, Brother João identified the challenge 
of continuing to prioritise the Vocations Ministry of 
Brothers and lay people, with an emphasis on the 
vocation to the consecrated life, as a challenge. 
He pointed out that a new challenge will be to 
work on the “Constitutions” and the “Rule of Life”, 
as well as the process of renewing the “Brothers’ 
Formation Plan”.

During his intervention, Brother José Sánchez, outgoing Provin-
cial of México Central, expressed his gratitude for the invitation 
and acknowledged the affection for Marist life and mission in 
the Province. For his part, Brother Luis Felipe González Ruíz, 
Provincial elect of México Central, expressed his gratitude for 
the time shared in the interprovincial work places, and for the 
opportunity to work with Brother Luis Enrique. He invited them 
to recognise that both Marist Provinces of Mexico walk together 
and are recognised as Marist Mexico. The Provincial Chapter 
proposed a Second Session of the Provincial Chapter to be held 
possibly in December 2021.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAX9Don1fNE
https://youtu.be/zAX9Don1fNE
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One of the workshops in the ongoing Program of Prepara-
tion for Final Vows in the African Region is “Our Charism 
and Spirituality in the Light of the Recent General 

Chapters”. Brothers Angel Medina and Lindley Sionosa of the 
Secretariat of Brothers Today presented this topic for 4 days on 
July 13, 14, 15 and 17. Since they could not travel to Nigeria, 
they used the online platform, with 2 sessions of 90 minutes 
each every day.

Brothers Ken McDonald and Óscar Martin, link councilors for 
Africa, made a brief appearance in the first session of the first 
day to greet the brother participants and give their message of 
encouragement and well-wishes.

Our Charism and Spirituality in the Light of the Recent General 
Chapters
The first 2 days of the encounter focused on the General Chap-
ters, which included its nature and purpose, a walk through the 
22 GC´s over the last 200 years, a more detailed discussion of 
the 19th, 20th, 21st and 22nd GC´s and a review of the calls of 
the 22nd GC.  The 3rd day was spent reflecting on the Marist 
Charism and Spirituality, enriched by inputs culled from our 
documents, words of wisdom from our Institute authorities and 
insights from selected experts.

On the 4th and last day, Brother Luis Carlos, Vicar General, 

made himself available to present the Strategic Plan of the 
General Administration, which was met with so much interest 
and enthusiasm by the young brothers. The ensuing open 
forum was proof of this. The young brothers shared their 
observations and asked questions to which Br. Luis Carlos 
responded.  To close his time with them, Br. Luis Carlos gave 
his message of support and motivation.

Br. Mark Omede, co-director of the Secretariat of Education 
and Evangelization, had a moment with the participants to greet 
them and to offer words of inspiration. The last session was 
spent in presenting more information about the Secretariat of 
Brothers Today and its place in the implementation of the Stra-
tegic Plan. This was followed by a fraternal conversation where 
Brothers Angel and Lindley exchanged views with the young 
brothers and attempted to journey with them in addressing their 
preoccupations about the present situation of the Institute and 
its future direction.

The two-month Program of Preparation for Final Vows in the 
Africa Region started on 01 June. There are twelve brothers 
participating – seven from Nigeria and one each from Angola, 
Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Liberia, and Zambia.  With Br. Vitus 
Osuji doing the overall coordination, the program is being con-
ducted at the Marist Formation Center, Orlu, Imo State, Nigeria. 
It will conclude on 31 July.

NIGERIA

WORKSHOP WITH THE YOUNG BROTHERS OF AFRICA
IN PREPARATION FOR FINAL VOWS

https://champagnat.org/en/workshop-with-the-young-brothers-of-africa-in-preparation-for-final-vows/
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GENERAL HOUSE

UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN’S INHERENT RIGHT TO LIFE, 
SURVIVAL, AND DEVELOPMENT

Article 6 of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) states 
that “every child has the inherent 

right to life,” and that member countries 
“shall ensure to the maximum extent 
possible the survival and development of 
the child.” Also, the International Cove-
nant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
reinforced this by prohibited the imposition 
of the death penalty for crimes committed 
by persons below eighteen years of age. 
Obligations flowing from this require states 
to adopt essential measures for the pres-
ervation and continuation of life including 
reducing infant mortality, increasing life 
expectancy, eliminating malnutrition, combating diseases, 
providing adequate nutritious foods and clean drinking water. 
Yet, millions of children around the world continue to suffer 
avoidable death or are denied access to the essentials of life 
including a standard of living that would maximize their oppor-
tunities for development.

The right to survival and development stresses the need to 
enhance children’s health by ensuring preventive health-care 
measures, including immunization, the provision of adequate 
nutrition, hygiene, and environmental sanitation as well as their 
holistic development. Children’s survival and development also 
implies developing their talents and abilities to prepare them 
for a responsible life in society. Given that article 6 of the CRC 
touches all the areas of a child’s life, children’s development 
should also be interpreted in its broadest sense to embrace 
their physical, mental, spiritual, moral, psychological, and social 
development.

As Christians, we believe that human life is sacred and a 
gift from God. Children’s right to life and development is not 
only the exclusive duty of countries and parents but also of 
all God-fearing people and groups including the Church, civil 
society organizations and religious congregations. As Marists 
Brothers, the Gospel imperatives of compassion for the 
vulnerable and respect for life convince us that children and 
young people must be protected from danger and treated with 
love and respect without compromising their dignity. Marcellin 
Champagnat found any form of harm to a child to be disgusting 
that he made every effort to prevent it happening. Regarding 

this, the 22nd General Chapter called all Marists of Cham-
pagnat to journey with children and young people living on the 
margins of life. This call continues to urge us to empower the 
poor and underprivileged children and young people who have 
no voice and be significantly present among them.

Genesis 1:28 tells us that children are part of God’s creative plan. 
As gifts from God to families they need nurture and guidance, 
discipline, special care and protection. Jesus took the children 
in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them (Mark 
10:16). He did this to tell his disciples that children have God’s 
undivided attention. This is an invitation to us to treat children 
with love and care. Conscious of this, Marcellin Champagnat 
instructed the Brothers to be charitable toward children by giving 
them religious instruction and a Christian education to form them 
into good Christians and virtuous citizens. He constantly reminded 
Brothers to never forget that children are feeble creatures who 
need to be treated with kindness, charity, and mercy; and that 
they need to be formed and instructed with perfect patience. Our 
commitment and involvement in Child right Advocacy through the 
Secretariat of Solidarity in collaboration with other groups at the 
level of the United Nations (UN) in Geneva, as well as initiatives 
carried out in the Marist regions and provinces to protect, and 
safeguard children, spring from the Gospel imperatives, Cham-
pagnat’s attitude towards children, the world-wide recognition 
and support of the CRC and the clarion call of the 22nd General 
Chapter to give special attention to children and young people 
who come under our care.

Brother Francis Lukong – Secretariat of Solidarity

https://www.unicef-irc.org/portfolios/general_comments/GC5_en.doc.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/portfolios/general_comments/GC5_en.doc.html
https://champagnat.org/en/understanding-childrens-inherent-right-to-life-survival-and-development/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

GENERAL HOUSE 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 10: REDUCING 
INEQUALITIES IN AND BETWEEN COUNTRIES

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the Unit-
ed Nations set out the steps to be followed as Marists 
of Champagnat in our life and mission. It is true that 

these goals are not directly linked to the Gospel, nor to our 
Marist history, but it is also clear that this does not imply 
that they are unrelated to what we experience and share. 
These objectives are values in themselves and should help 
us to get closer to our world, in its here and now reality.

Our option for the poor, for the most vulnerable, leads us 
to strive to reduce and eliminate existing inequalities. The 
22nd General Chapter reminded us, within the 5 calls of the 
need to be at the side of those who suffer. And it reminded 
us of this in various ways and with very clear invitations: to 
be beacons of hope or to respond boldly to emerging needs 
are some examples. Working to reduce inequalities brings 
us closer to Pope Francis’ desire to revive a worldwide de-
sire for brotherhood, as he told us in the Encyclical Fratelli 
Tutti, in number 8.

Perhaps in the past, one might think, it was more difficult to 
be an active agent in reducing inequalities. Today, in our in-
creasingly globalised world, we find many ways of doing our 
bit in this area. We are called to be, always, “a prophetic 
memory of the dignity and fundamental equality of all God’s 
people” (3rd call of the Chapter).

We are talking about inequalities which, in many cases, 
have been exacerbated by the pandemic we are experienc-
ing. Inequalities that we cannot ignore. Inequalities that are 
apparent in various ways: food inequalities, inequalities in 

access to medicines and protective equipment, precarious-
ness of work, inequalities in school attendance?

During this time of pandemic, we have discovered and 
experienced dozens of initiatives throughout the Institute 
aimed at alleviating inequalities. We have continued to work 
so that the most needy can have access to basic neces-
sities, we have created projects and developed actions to 
respond to multiple humanitarian emergencies, we have 
continued to defend the rights of the most vulnerable… 
Reasons, without doubt, to give thanks to God. And reasons 
to continue to spend our lives “opening our hearts and 
listening to the cries of children and young people” (4th call 
of the Chapter).

Also, Brother Ernesto, in his circular “Homes of Light”, 
clearly invites us to continue in this same way, and to do 
it together with others, with a look of “solidarity towards 
those who are most in need”, from a relational, social and 
community dimension.

Therefore, as Marists of Champagnat, we want to join in 
raising awareness and in actions that lead to the reduction 
of inequalities between human beings, our brothers and 
sisters, regardless of where they live in the world . In the 
words of Pope Francis: “may it be that in the end there will 
no longer be ‘the others’, but only one ‘us’ (Fratelli Tutti, 
35).

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Director of the Secretariaty of Solidarity

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg

