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■ Most of the Brothers and staff working in the Gene-
ral Administration are on holiday. Some Brothers were 
able to travel and spend some time with their families. 
In the next few days they will return to the General Hou-
se after a period of quarantine.
■ The Brothers continue to participate in the events 
of the provinces, even during their holidays, especia-
lly those in the southern hemisphere, which take place 
during this period. Brother Ernesto, Superior General, 
for example, participated online on the 15th in the con-
clusion of the Chapter of Santa Maria de los Andes.
■ Brothers Óscar Martín and Ken McDonald, General 
Councillors, were present at the Assembly and Chap-

ter which inaugurated the new Province of West Africa 
(Cameroon, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia and Chad).
■ Br Jeff Crowe, who accompanies the communities 
of LaValla200>, is visiting the community of Tabatinga, 
Brazil, which has just welcomed Mayra Gutiérrez Már-
quez from Mexico.
■ This week, the Secretariat of Education and Evange-
lisation, through its Director, Br Beto Rojas, is holding 
several meetings in view of the launching of the Global 
Network of Marist Schools next October: UMBRASIL 
(Tuesday), Conference of Marist School Leaders of 
Asia (Wednesday) and Br Tony Leon (Australia - Thurs-
day).

general administration

ARCO NORTE

CANADA IS NOW A “YOUNG” MARIST DISTRICT

Life is a movement forward!” This is the title that 
could be used to introduce the Assembly of Cana-
da that was held from July 30 to August 1. Indeed, 

August 1, 2021, is a pivotal date for Marists in Canada, 
lay people and brothers. The Province of Canada beca-
me the “District of Canada“, while the AMDL (Associa-
tion Mariste des Laïcs) became the Marist Association 
of Champagnat of Canada (AMCC), an entity bringing 
together brothers and laypeople in the pursuit of a com-
mon ideal.

The passage from “Province” to “District” is, at the level 
of the Institute, a sort of “novelty”: we are more used 
to experiencing the opposite – passage from District to 
Province – or the regrouping of two or three Provinces 
into one. The General Council had therefore foreseen a 
canonical structure adapted to North America: the Dis-
trict of Canada is thus attached to the two Provinces of 
Mexico (Central and Western) and to the Province of the 
United States, which assures the canonical link: these 
three Provincials, with the Superior of the District, form 
the “Council of Governance”. It is in this capacity that 
the three provincials – Daniel O’Riordan (USA), Luis Fe-

lipe Gonzalez (MC), Louis Enrique Rodriguez Santana 
(MO) – participated in the meetings throughout the wee-
kend. Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, and 
Brother João Carlos do Prado joined the Saturday (July 
31) morning session.

These are not “banal” events: they imply not only chan-
ges of statutes, but an invitation to a new beginning. It 
was therefore appropriate to experience them in a spi-
rit of continuity and openness to the future. Two people 
– Félix Roldan (a brother) and Pedro Chimeno (a lay-
man) – were responsible for the organisation of the wee-
kend. They worked with a team of brothers and 

>>

https://champagnat.org/en/canada-is-now-a-young-marist-district/
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laypeople, young and not so young, to draw up a pro-
gramme which included information, of course, but also 
reflection, exchanges and courses of action. And even 
if the health measures imposed by the COVID-19 are 
becoming more flexible, this meeting had to be carried 
out via Zoom: the organisers and the participants were 
able to adapt well to this. As will be seen, the Assembly 
consisted of 4 blocks of 2 hours each.

Friday, 30 July – 1st block

The opening of the Assembly of the new “District of Ca-
nada” was done jointly by Brother Gérard Bachand, out-
going Provincial, and Mr. Jacques Boudrias, President 
of the Lay Association.  Brother Gérard took advantage 
of the occasion to recall the road travelled since the first 
“Forums” in the 1990s bringing together brothers and la-
ypeople of the former Province of Iberville up to the cros-
sroads where we are now, where laypeople and brothers 
meet “around the same table”.

There was then 
a slide show pre-
senting the major 
stages in the life 
of Brother Gérard 
who has anima-
ted the Province 
over the last 7 
years and ensu-
red the passage 
from Province 
to District in the 
context of the 
pandemic, with 
all that this im-
plied in terms of work, consultation and virtual meetings. 
The tribute was touching, and above all well-deserved! 
Bravo and thank you, Gérard!

Then a team of young Marists, with the help of a video 
“Dare”, asked us: “Why am I participating in the Assem-
bly? What contribution do I want to make to ensure the 
success of the process that we are undertaking? Then, 
in workshops, everyone was able to share expectations 
and the contribution they intend to make.

Saturday, 31 July – 2nd block: "Daring to give birth"

The session opened with a talk by Brother Ernesto, Supe-

rior General. Inspired by the theme of the day, he invited 
us, brothers and laypeople, “to read today’s reality with 
the eyes of God, to be beacons of hope and to dream 
God’s dream for us, in our context here in Canada.

Following this word of encouragement from Brother Er-
nesto, a first video was presented, “Who is the teena-
ger of 2021“. Following the picture drawn by the young 
adults, the participants took time for personal reflection 
in light of the more technical part.

There was first of all a moment of reflection and interiori-
ty to carry out this new stage of unity between laypeople 
and brothers under the umbrella of the Association of 
Marists of Champagnat of Canada.

Firstly, the address by the president – a layman – gave 
a brief history, with the help of a slide show of the road 
travelled to arrive at this new entity where together we 
will be called to give witness to the values bequeathed 
by Marcellin. Then we moved on to different items on the 

agenda: election 
of a president 
and a secretary 
of the assembly 
– reminder of 
the responsibili-
ties assigned to 
the members of 
the Board, pre-
sentation of the 
candidates and 
election. The 7 
elected mem-
bers are: Jac-
ques Boudrias, 
Fernando Cas-

tro, Michel Beaulac, Claudine Cholette, Jessica Bon-
neau, Brothers René Mailloux, Gilles Hogue. Together, 
they will share the various responsibilities of the Board 
at their first meeting on August 12.

Sunday, 1 August – 4th block
"Daring to walk together"

Before entering into the celebration of this last stage, Br. 
João Carlos do Prado, Liaison Councillor of Arco Norte, 
and Br. Dan O’Riordan, Provincial of the United States, 
reiterated to the brothers and laypeople of the District 
their support and their involvement in the new rea-
lity that we are called to live. >>

https://champagnat.org/en/canada-is-now-a-young-marist-district/
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With a special edition, the Pro-
vince commemorated the 500th 
issue of its bulletin "Pan de Casa", 
published since 2005. The publi-
cation brings together news of 
Marist life in the three countries 
where the Province is active: 
Ecuador, Colombia and Venezue-
la. Download here the PDF

SaNta María de loS aNdeS
On 15 August, the Province con-
cluded its VII Chapter, which as-
sumed its virtual form on 11 July. 
Br. Pablo González Franco took 
up his mandate as the new Pro-
vincial. Brothers Isidro Azpeleta, 
Alfonso García, Álvaro Sepúlve-
da, Juan García, Patricio Pino 
and Pedro Herreros were elected 
councillors.

MaPaC - PhiliPPiNe
The community of formation 
Brothers in the Philippines is made 
up of ten Brothers from three diffe-
rent countries. The brothers on the 
team are Simon Serero (PNG), Bill 
McCarthy and Ray Arthur (Austra-
lia). The pandemic and the closu-
re brought about a major change 
in the MAPAC programme. The 
Sri Lankan and Pacific scholas-
tics have not yet been able to join 
MAPAC. On the other hand, the 3 
Vietnamese brothers who finished 
their studies have not been able to 
return home.

UMBraSil
The 2nd Marist Forum on Early 
Childhood Education will take 
place on 21 August. The event 
will be broadcast on the  UMBRA-
SIL Youtube de UMBRASIL and is 
aimed at managers, teachers and 
pastors involved in Early Child-
hood Education in the Colégios 
do Brasil Marista.

The rest of the District Assembly was 
a long moment of celebration presi-
ded over by Mgr Alain Faubert, au-
xiliary bishop of the diocese of Mon-
treal and a Marist who has always 
been involved. Inspired by the text 
of the Gospel where Jesus invites his 
disciples to “cross over to the other 
side”, to a pagan land (Lk 8, 22ff), he 
invited the Marist family to “dare to go 
to meet our world of today, different 
from that which we have known, in 
order to respond to the emerging ne-
eds of our time”.

Then came the conclusion of the 
whole Assembly with the handing 
over of “powers”. In a highly symbo-
lic gesture – in connection with Ro-
bert Lebel’s song whose words lend 
themselves very well to such a cir-
cumstance: “Like Him, to know how 
to set the table, like Him, to tie on your 
apron, to get up every day and serve 
out of love, like Him! Brother Gérard 
Bachand took off his apron to pass 
it around the neck of Brother Gaston 
Robert, superior of the new District. 
Brother Gaston Robert then addres-
sed the assembly. Inspired by Psa-
lm 126, so dear to Marcellin: “If the 
Lord does not build the house…”, 
he invited us to enter together with 

confidence into this new adventure 
that is opening up to us. He took the 
opportunity to present the Council 
that will support him in his mission 
of animation and accompaniment:  
Brothers Bernard Beaudin, Félix Rol-
dan, Jacques Bélisle and Gilles La-
casse; Brother Roger Guertin will be 
in charge of the District bursar’s offi-
ce. And he concluded: “Mary, keep 
us together, brothers and laypeople, 
united in the same enthusiasm, so 
that the Marist charism may live on, 
according to the founding spirit.

And Mgr Alain Faubert concluded 
this three-day Assembly with the fi-
nal blessing and the sending off to 
the mission.
________________
Brother Gilles Hogue

USa
The Province celebrated, virtually, the religious consecration of the 5 
Brothers celebrating 70 and 60 years of Marist life this year. The Brothers 
celebrating the Jubilee of Religious Life are: Albert Phillipp and Julio Vito-
res (70 years); Michael Brady and Joseph McAlister and James McKnight 
(60 years). Message from the Provincial

Br. erNeSto
The Superior General participated in the two Provincial Chapters of the 
Provinces of Mexico and then took a few days of family holiday.  Before 
leaving for Rome, he took the Covid-19 test, with a positive result.  He is 
well, with no symptoms or discomfort.  Four days ago, he took a new test 
with a negative result.  As soon as the necessary days of quarantine are 
over, he will return to Rome.  From Guadalajara, Mexico, he is making the 
necessary contacts with the Institute online.  He is grateful for everyone's 
support and union in prayer.  

https://youtu.be/657qhniHXjU
https://youtu.be/657qhniHXjU
https://youtu.be/DdPj3mY1g5E
https://champagnat.org/en/canada-is-now-a-young-marist-district/
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HAITI

DEADLY 7.2-MAGNITUDE EARTHQUAKE

On Saturday, 14th August, a 7.2 earthquake hit Haiti. The epicenter of the earthquake was 12 kilometers nor-
theast of Saint-Louis-du-Sud and 10 kilometers deep, close to our Novitiate and Postulancy houses. All the 
Brothers and those in formation are well, as are other Marist houses and schools, which have some minor 

cracks. A 7.0-magnitude quake hit Haiti on Jan. 12, 2010, leaving an estimated 220,000 dead, some 1.5 million. 
people displaced and about 300,000 injured. Below is a 
comunication from the Marist Province of México Occi-
dental. 

Greetings, Brothers and Lay Marists.
This morning, Haiti woke up (7:29 am, local time) to a 
7.2 earthquake with epicentre in “Nippes”, in the south 
of the island, near our houses of the Postulancy and No-
vitiate.
Our confreres and people in formation are reported to 
be fine, as are our houses and schools, with some mi-
nor cracks. The most damaged towns are those close to 
the epicentre. In Latibolière they report fallen buildings 
of the parish priest’s house, the Church and the parish 
primary school. In Jérémie, there is damage to the main 
avenue and the façade of the cathedral.

We will communicate later about the families of our 
brothers and sisters and our teachers and pupils. In the 
meantime, we place the Haitian people in the hands of 
God, our Father and Mary, our Good Mother.

NOVITIATE BEGINS IN JÉRÉMIE WITH 12 NOVICES

On the feast of the Assumption of Mary, 15 August, a Eucharistic celebration, presided over by the Bishop 
Joseph Gontran Decoste S.J., marked the beginning of the novitiate year in Jérémie (Haiti).

The novitiate has 5 second year novices and 7 first year novices. The formators are Brothers Antonio Cavazos Bue-
no, Rafael Álvarez Santana and Junel Pierre. Haiti is linked to the Province of México Occidental.

In spite of the dramatic situation caused by the 7.2 earthquake of the 14th, the celebration was a moment of hope 
that gives a glimpse of a better future.

Down: Br. Wilguins Francois. Director Postulancy; 
Anadas St. Louis: Novicio de 1° año; Br. Antonio 
Cavazos Bueno, Maestro de Novicios; Jonhson 
Louis: Novicio de 2°; Br. Rafael Alvarez Santana. 
Sub-maestro de novicios; Francique Judener: No-
vicio de 1°; Fredlet Nicolas Jean. Novicio de 1°; 
Robenson Mariscot. Novicio de 1°; Br. Junel Pierre,  
Formator; Winshelle Chery. Novicio de 1°.

Back: Tangère Chancelet. Formador; Béaly Jean 
Pierre : novicio de 2°; Andris Malary. novicio de 
1°; Mons. Joseph Gontran Decoste S.J. Obispo de 
Jérémie; Marven Charlot. novicio de 1°; Francois 
Widnel. novicio de 1°; Ismick Louis. novicio de 2°. 

https://champagnat.org/en/haiti-struck-by-deadly-7-2-magnitude-earthquake/
https://champagnat.org/en/novitiate-begins-in-jeremie-with-12-novices/
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PORTUGAL
“MY WAY” CAMP

THAILAND: BROTHERS RECEIVE THE 
CONSTITUTIONS AND RULE OF LIFE

NEW ZEALAND: ANNUAL STAFF 
FORMATION PROGRAMME

GHANA: FIRST WEST AFRICA 
PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

MOZAMBIQUE: HEALTH CENTER IN 
NIVANA – ZAMBEZIA

marist world

COLOMBIA
NOVITIATE OF “LA VALLA” IN MEDELLÍN

PHILIPPINES

MEETING FOR 2ND BATCH OF FRIENDS OF MARCELLIN

On July 29, fifty-five persons 
form in the East Asia Provin-
ce participated in the orga-

nizational meeting of the 2nd Batch 
of the Friends of Marcellin Program 
which will begin its first module on 
August 7.   Br. Ador Santiago, Pro-
vincial, gave his welcome message 
and thanked the participants for 
their interest to begin the journey of 
discovering Marist life.
During the six-month “Friends of 

Marcellin” program participants meet 
every first Saturday of the month to 
learn key themes about Marist life:  
Marist spirituality, and shared life and 
mission.  It provides opportunity to 
know more about St. Marcellin and his 
deep love of Mary and how it is lived 
today as one’s pathway of following 
Jesus.  It also provides an opportuni-
ty for faith sharing. Mr. Jan Maverick 
Rabino (Philippines), one of the par-
ticipants of the 1st Batch, shared his 

appre-
ciation 
for the 
Marist 
forma-
tion he 
recei-
ved.  He 
encou-
raged 
the participants to continue disco-
vering the wealth of Marist life.

“Friends of Marcellin”
Friends of Marcellin is an organized group composed of persons who want to know more the charism of St. 
Marcellin Champagnat and desire to live it, are in love with Mary, and have the apostolic Zeal to serve huma-
nity. Across the Province of East Asia, these persons responded to the invitation of taking formation pathways 
towards discovering and deepening the richness of Marist Lay life.

https://champagnat.org/en/organizational-meeting-for-2nd-batch-of-friends-of-marcellin/
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JOURNEYING TOGETHER AS GLOBAL FAMILY!

PERSPECTIVES FOR THE MARIST INTERNATIONAL 
NETWORK OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

The beginning of the 21st cen-
tury is characterised by rapid 
and intense transformations 

that impact social life and generate 
new patterns in higher education. 
In a society that is characterised 
as more open and competitive, su-
rrounded by global communication 
networks and with an accelerated 
expansion of understanding mo-
ving towards new forms of work, 
the traditional model and role of the 
university is being questioned, in-
cluding its forms of operation that 
were in force until recently.

Involved in the social issues that 
envelop the contemporary world, 
the University needs to be the pla-
ce where fundamental issues that 
touch the individual and society are 
discussed. The University cannot 
lose touch with human reality. It is up 
to each one of us and to the Univer-
sity, as an institution, to create and 
strengthen communities of people 
committed to building an ever more 
effective solidarity through respect 
for life and all that is human. Uni-
versity education must contribute 
to the integral development of the 
person: spirit and body, intelligen-
ce, sensitivity, aesthetic sense, per-
sonal responsibility, spirituality.

Pope John Paul II, in his Encyclical 
Ex corde ecclesiae, in 1990, wrote:

“A Catholic University, like any Uni-
versity, is immersed in human so-
ciety; as an extension of its service 
to the Church, and always within 
its proper competence, it is called 
on to become an ever more effec-
tive instrument of cultural progress 
for individuals as well as for socie-

ty. Included among its research ac-
tivities, therefore, will be a study of 
serious contemporary problems in 
areas such as the dignity of human 
life, the promotion of justice for all, 
the quality of personal and family 
life, the protection of nature, the 
search for peace and political stabili-
ty, a more just sharing in the world’s 
resources, and a new economic and 
political order that will better serve 
the human community at a national 
and international level."

Therefore, the locus of the Academy 
will necessarily be its role in society, 
given that in the process of production 
of academic knowledge it must be in-
cluded in the social environment, be-
cause from this arises the foundation 
for the understanding of physical or 
social phenomena, and on the other 
hand, this knowledge must be sociali-
sed, returned to society in the form of 
solutions generated by the process of 
knowledge production itself.

As a Marist Institute, our mission is 
widespread and geographically pre-
sent in many settings, realities and 
countries. In this way, greater coordi-
nation in a network becomes a possi-
bility to face together, and with better 
conditions and benefits, the reality 
we live in today. Based on the inspi-
rations of the XXII General Chapter of 
the Marist Institute in 2017, the Ma-
rist International Network of Higher 
Education Institutions (IHE) seeks to 
strengthen its practices, processes 
and interactions among the 27 mem-
ber institutions of the network.

The executive committee, together 
with university leaders, is working to 
build a network organisational model, 

looking for the best strategies and 
tools to build a solid network, with 
interconnectivity of projects that are 
beneficial to the institutions, produ-
ce synergy and generate results for 
teachers, researchers, leaders and 
students.

During the last two years, surveys 
have been conducted with univer-
sity leaders to understand the rea-
lity and challenges that involve the 
institutions, to find points of syner-
gy that promote the coordination 
of common and specific projects, 
according to the characteristics of 
the institutions. The results of the 
survey indicate the need to articu-
late some areas of our institutions, 
share good practices and reflec-
tions on common issues in Higher 
Education.

The calendar of activities for the co-
ming months is available at this link, 
and institutions are encouraged to 
participate actively and protago-
nist.

_____________

Br. Manuir Mentges, President of 
the Marist International Network of 
Higher Education Institutions.

https://champagnat.org/en/perspectives-for-the-marist-international-network-of-higher-education-institutions/
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BROTHERS TODAY

MIDLIFE PROGRAM 2021

EAST ASIA

LAUDATO SI’ FORMATION PROGRAM

TThe Midlife / Senderos Program for brothers bet-
ween 45 and 60 years of age began on August 
6. With 44 brothers having enlisted to participate, 

this online program will run for the months of August and 
September with one 90-minute session per week.

Inspired by the theme, “Caring for life, caring for God” 
based on the circular Homes of Light by Br. Ernesto 
Sanchez, the program invites participants to reflect on 
the theme of “care” as a spiritual task and experience. 
It will also provide an opportunity to share learning, to 
offer ways to help answer the questions, “What is my 
thirst? What is my spiritual quest today? What concrete 
means do I use to quench my thirst for God?” Further-
more, it will challenge the brothers to let the desire to 
care flow more intensely.

The first part of the session was getting acquainted with 
each other. This was followed by the sharing of Br. Felix 
Roldan and Br. Tony Leon about their own experience 
of having participated in the midlife program some time 
back. They gave the participants a very important in-
sight into how important it is for brothers to undergo a 
renewal experience such as this, while at the same time 
encouraging them to take full advantage of this moment 
of on-going formation.

The On-Going Formation Team composed of Br. Anto-
nio Peralta, Br. Joe Walton, Br. Joachim Sperandio and 
Teofila Minga is facilitating this online program, which is 
a preliminary of the midlife program hoped to be offered 
face-to-face in 2022.

74 Marist Brothers, educators 
and ministers from East Asia 
province culminated last July 

30 the Laudato Si’ Formation Pro-
gram of the Marist Ecology Ministry 
in the Province, in coordination with 
the Marist Education Commission
The Provincial, Br. Dominador A. 
Santiago, awarded certificates of 
participation to 74 Marist partici-

pants that went through the process 
of Seeing, Judging and Acting during 
the 11 meetings of the program that 
ran from March to July 2021.

Provincial Councilors Br. Allan J. De 
Castro and Br. Manuel De Leon wit-
nessed the presentation of action 
plans of the different Marist schools in 
the Philippines namely: Marist School 

Marikina, Notre Dame of Marbel 
University(NDMU), Notre Dame of 
Cotabato (NDC), Notre Dame of 
Kidapawan College (NDKC ) and 
Notre Dame of Dadiangas Univer-
sity (NDDU).
The program formed a group of 
enthusiastic and committed Marist 
educators who are to live and teach 
Laudato Si’.

https://champagnat.org/en/midlife-program-2021/
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MEDITERRÁNEA

MORE THAN 150 STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN THE 1ST 
MARIST THEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

12: RESPONSIBLE PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

More than one hundred and 
fifty students from the Ma-
rist Badajoz School, in 

Spain, have actively participated in 
the 1st Marist Badajoz Theological 
Conference “Inspira”, carried out 
by the Seminary of School Religious 
Education (E.R.E.) of Maristas Ba-
dajoz, at the end of the academic 
year 2020/2021, with the support of 
the EDELVIVES Foundation and the 
CHAMPAGNAT Institute of Pastoral 
Studies, linked to the Marist Cardinal 
Cisneros University in Alcalá de He-
nares (Madrid).

During the 20 virtual talks, students 
from 1st and 3rd year of secondary 
school talked and reflected, together 
with their religion teachers and the 
panelists, on topics related to Eccle-
siology, Theodicy, Bible, Christology, 
Ethics and Morals, other religions, 
the value of the transcendent, faith-
culture and science. The themes 
were developed through content 
and questions such as: How and 
where God makes Himself known, 
why does evil exist, who is Jesus 
and who is God, religion as a way of 
salvation, the Beatitudes and hap-

piness, Church Communion, among 
others. Blue Marists, among others.
The themes were focused on the 1st 
and 3rd levels of Compulsory Secon-
dary Education (ESO), as this is where 
the INSPIRA project of the EDELVIVES 
publishing house has been implemen-
ted. In the next academic year, we 
will be introducing them in the whole 
of Secondary Education, as the whole 
stage will have this material which has 
“inspired” us so much about Religion 
in 2020/2021.

In total, more than two hundred people, 
including students, teachers and pa-
nellists, attended the talks, which 
were given on a voluntary basis. The 

videoconferences were conducted 
through the TEAMS application, with 
an open and free channel, in addi-
tion to a videoconference channel 
for each course.  At the end of the 
talks, the Champagnat Institute of 
Pastoral Studies gave a certificate of 
participation to the speakers.

The experience has been so posi-
tive that the 2nd Marist Theological 
Conference Badajoz “INSPIRA” is al-
ready being planned. The possibility 
of other educational centres joining 
these talks is being explored, to-
gether with the possibility, if circum-
stances permit, of taking part “live 
and direct”.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a 
group of goals adopted by the member countries 
of the United Nations, and which were adopted to 

be met by 2030, with the aim that all people can live in 
peace and prosperity, eliminating poverty and protec-
ting the planet.

In this article we look at goal number 12, which invites 
us to reflection and action. Reflection and action must 
go hand in hand. Excessive production and consump-
tion is leading us to deplete our planet’s resources. And 
we are seeing how its consequences especially affect 
those who have the least, the poorest and most 

>>

https://champagnat.org/en/more-than-one-hundred-and-fifty-students-participated-in-the-1st-marist-theological-conference/
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When Brother François took charge of the Institute, a period of great growth 
and expansion began.
Thus, in 1840, the Institute received by Brother François had: a mother house, 
The Hermitage; a novitiate, The Hermitage; a first set of Rules, drawn up in 
1837. The Institute consisted of 280 Brothers and 48 schools, serving 7000 pu-
pils. The congregation was present in the Lyon region and in the north of Fran-
ce; in addition, some brothers worked in the missions of Oceania. At that time, 
Marcellin had established communication with the Brothers of Saint-Paul-Trois-
Châteaux, led by Father Mazelier, to support each other, for their congregation 
had legal recognition but few brothers, and the Marists had no legal recognition 
but many brothers. 
When he handed over the institute several years later to his successor, the ins-
titute grew from 280 to more than 2000 brothers.

Other episodes

Br.  François first Superior General of the Marist Institute

21. Situation of the Institute at the beginning of his direction

vulnerable. A goal that affects the present and may con-
dition the future.

There are many figures that speak to us in this sense: 
millions of kilos of food thrown away, energy production 
through the combustion of fossil materials, tons of was-
te generated daily… Our small actions may not help to 
eliminate the problem, but they do help to reduce the 
effects.

As Marists of Champagnat we are called to join all na-
tions in the pursuit of responsible production and con-
sumption. This is what the 22nd General Chapter re-
minds us and invites us to do when it calls us to “face 
the challenges of today” that will lead us to reduce “the 
scandal of indifference and inequalities” (Call 3).

One of the elements that the pandemic we are living 
through has taught us is that there is a close relations-
hip between all human beings, regardless of where they 
live. It has also made us more aware of the relationship 
between human life and the environment in which it de-
velops.

The United Nations, and individual governments in each 
country, have much to say and do on this issue. It is up 
to us to raise awareness, to denounce, to participate, to 
preach by example… We are involved, as Marists, in a 

large number of associations for the defence of rights. 
This is where we can make an impact to ensure that na-
tional and international policies change in the direction 
of responsible production and consumption.

Pope Francis, in his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, presents us 
with the parable of the “Good Samaritan”. We Christians 
and Marists are called to be Good Samaritans, we are 
called to action. Of course, we are not among the “thie-
ves”, but we run the risk of being “those who pass by” 
and do nothing to help those in need. Our world is in 
need, because the planet cannot withstand the exploi-
tation of resources to which it is subjected. And this si-
tuation in our world also affects millions of people who 
see how an excessive system of production leads them 
to continue living in poverty, and how they are unable to 
access basic necessities.

What are you and I prepared to do, what concrete steps 
can we take, how can we really be good Samaritans for 
our world and for our brothers and sisters in need? It is 
time to act.

________________

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola – Director of the Secreta-
riaty of Solidarity

https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
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AMÉRICA SUR

LAVALLA200> TABATINGA

Tabatinga is a Brazilian city on the border with Peru and Colombia. This is where the LaValla200> community 
of the Region ‘América Sur’ is located. The community currently has 4 members: Mario Araya (Santa María 
de los Andes), Brothers Luke Fong (Pacific) and Nilvo Favretto (Brasil Sul-Amazônia) and Mayra Gutierrez 

Marquez (Mexico).

In the area the Marists live, there are twin towns – Tabatinga (Brazil) and Leticia (Colombia) – that are 1000 km to the 
nearest cities in their respective countries, with no roads.  So, it is quite isolated. The area is home to many indige-
nous rainforest groups, town-dwellers, mixed-race river people, those trying to exploit the resources of the Amazon 
and those defending against this.

In the bulletin of the District of the Pacific of 30 July, Br Luke shared the testimony which we reproduce below.

Coming to the second half of the year 2021, I would like 
to thank God for the different blessings I encountered 
so far. This year I dedicated my Saturdays taking cate-
chism lessons with the youth of   Xingu together with Ms. 
Magdelis, a Lasalle Lay woman from Venezuela. Xingu 
is a community that is starting to grow as an ecclesial fa-
mily. It’s only been three years since the Catholic church 
was built. When we started going to this community, the-
re were only about ten people who gathered on Sundays 
for Mass, little by little the number of faithful has been 
increasing and now we have a full church on Sundays. 
Three lay missionaries (Congregation Obra de  Maria) 
joined us in May.

With the arrival of these Missionaries, we started visi-
ting families and inviting them for Mass on Sundays, 
we supported the evangelization of the community, and 
also to get to know the reality of each of them regarding 
to their sacramen-
tal experience 
and together with 
them we plan and 
pre- pare for the 
sacraments

Also, I played 
the guitar during 
Mass, and it was 
not easy as I have 
to play Spanish 
and Portuguese 
hymns. The best 
thing was that the 
people enjoyed 

it and it helped them to sing and to participate during 
Mass.

Here in the community, we are going to open a new Ma-
rist Centre next month to help the indigenous students 
that are studying here in Tabatinga. The centre will offer 
computers and internet for research and academic 
work. It will also offer other formation courses as well as 
retreat and a space for prayer.

In Tabatinga everything is normal but recently they annou-
nced that we have more than 20 new cases of Covid 19. 
The surrounding places in Leticia (Colombia) and San-
ta Rosa (Peru) have lots of cases. We continued to use 
masks and alcohol gel and observed social distancing.

Thank you for all your support, prayers and encourage-
ment.

https://champagnat.org/en/lavalla200-tabatinga-2/
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SOUTH AFRICA

THREE2SIX FEATURED BY THE VATICAN’S MIGRANTS 
AND REFUGEES SECTION

Since 1914, the Church ce-
lebrates annually the World 
Day of Migrants and Refu-

gees (WDMR) on the last Sunday 
of September. This year, WDMR 
will be celebrated on 26 Septem-
ber with Towards an ever wider 
“we” as the theme. WDMR is an 
occasion to “express concern for 
different vulnerable people on the 
move, to pray for them as they 
face many challenges; and to in-
crease awareness about the op-

portunities that migration offers”.
In the months leading up to the ce-
lebration of WDMR, the Vatican’s Mi-
grants and Refugees Section runs a 
campaign during which it publishes 
videos on the year’s theme to build 
momentum towards WDMR. Thanks 
to the support of the Migrants and 
Refugees Office of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Conferen-
ce (SACBC), Three2Six was identi-
fied by the Vatican to be part of this 
campaign as an African project that 

symbolizes a “society in colours”.
This month, the Vatican’s Mi-
grants and Refugees Section 
features the Three2Six project 
in two videos that showcase 
the activities carried out on its 
campuses and how it brings 
together the local and refugee 
communities, who work hand 
in hand and cooperate, despite 
the background differences bet-
ween them. The two videos can 
be viewed below:

Mark Potterton, the Three2Six director, is thrilled to be 
able to show the work achieved since 2008 by the Pro-
ject, an educational initiative that promotes social justice 
for refugee and migrant children, social cohesion bet-
ween the local and refugee communities, and the reali-
zation of refugee and migrant children’s right to educa-
tion. This is in the context of increasing hostility against 
migrants and refugees throughout the world.
To help increase awareness around refugee related is-
sues and change mindsets and discourses around mi-
gration, the project encourages all to use its “Talking and 
Thinking about Refugees” resource. It is available on its 
website and also has an offline version which can be 
accessed here.

You can contact Three2Six at advocacy@three2six.
co.za

mailto:https://three2six.co.za/talking-and-thinking-%2520about-refugees/?subject=
mailto:https://three2six.co.za/talking-and-thinking-%2520about-refugees/?subject=
mailto:advocacy%40three2six.co.za%20?subject=
mailto:advocacy%40three2six.co.za%20?subject=
https://youtu.be/8n5Hrv-tx-0
https://youtu.be/evFv_MMYFXA
mailto:https://three2six.co.za/?subject=
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Website  http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

Since the beginning of the 
health emergency in Peru 
(Santa María de los Andes 

Province), due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the boards of directors 
of the 10 Marist educational works 
have been promoting solidarity 
campaigns to support and assist 
their students, their families, school 
workers and other institutions.

Through their solidarity program-
mes, the Marists provide accompa-
niment in situations of bereavement 
and illness, promote fundraising and 
basic baskets according to people’s 
needs, offer scholarships to students in their schools 
and provide devices for their students to connect to vir-
tual classes.

Likewise, the brothers and lay Marists also support the 
different campaigns promoted by the archbishoprics or 
bishoprics in the country, depending on their jurisdic-
tion.

Solidarity activities are being carried out in Marist 
schools, around the works and other institutions, with 
the following objectives:

• To attend to the pressing needs that have been ari-
sing.

• To collaborate with families in the education of their 
children.

• To sustain faith and hope in the face of the pande-

mic situations experienced by the workers, students 
and families of the Marist schools.

• Support the communities and society in which the 
schools are located.

• Through solidarity activities, Marists follow the call 
of the 22nd General Chapter to respond boldly to 
emerging needs.

From Rome, solidarity activities are developed in close 
liaison with the Solidarity Secretariat of the Marist Institu-
te, which coordinates and strengthens solidarity throug-
hout the Marist world.

This Secretariat works mainly in the areas of Education in 
Solidarity, Children’s Rights and Ecology, without forget-
ting other fields such as Social Works, Project Develop-
ment, Refugees, Immigrants, Native Peoples…

PERU

MARISTS PROMOTE SOLIDARITY PROGRAMMES
IN THEIR SCHOOLS

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
mailto:https://champagnat.org/en/marists-in-peru-promote-solidarity-programmes-in-their-schools/?subject=

