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■ Brother Luis Carlos, Vicar General, visited the community 
of Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage at the beginning of the week. 
Br Ernesto, Superior General, also travelled to France, where 
both will participate in the preparation of the launch of the 
Global Network of Marist Schools.
■ The Director of FMSI, Andrea Rossi, participated on Mon-
day in a meeting with FOCSIV on the strategies of the NGO 
Network, of which the General Administration’s foundation is 
a member.
■ Br José María, General Councillor, met on Tuesday with Br 
Valdícer, Director of the WCC, to coordinate the accompani-
ment processes of the District of Asia.
■ The international revision team of the Footsteps of Marcel-
lin Champagnat education document met on Wednesday. The 
members were joined by Brothers from the Genera Adminis-
tration, Luis Carlos, Bem, Angel Diego, Beto, Mark and Fachi.
■ On Thursday, the Extended Bureau of the Laity, together 
with Brothers João Carlos and Sylvain, General Councillors, 

will meet with representatives of the St. Marcellin Cham-
pagnat Association of Australia to deepen their experience 
in the context of the International Forum on the Marist Lay 
Vocation.
■ Br Ben, General Councillor, will participate on Thursday 
in the Bartimaeus webinar organised by the Province of the 
Hermitage on the issue of child safeguarding/protection.
■ Br Jeff, responsible for the formation of the participants of 
the LaValla200> communities, returns on Thursday from his 
visit to the Atlantis community in South Africa.
■ The Liaison Councillors, Brothers Sylvain and Josep Maria, 
will participate on Friday in the Assembly of the East Asia 
Province. 
■ In Manziana, Brothers Óscar, General Councillor, and 
Valdícer, will participate next Saturday and Sunday in the 
meeting of the Council of the Fratelli Project, which focuses on 
the project in Lebanon and also on the future Fratelli Project in 
Maicao, Colombia.

general administration

The International Commission on 
Marist Spiritual Patrimony met once 
again this year, 2021. Held virtually, 

as in previous years, the meeting con-

sisted of two sessions, one on the 20th 
and the other on the 23rd of September. 
It was attended by all its members and 
the two leaders of the Brothers Today 

Secretariat. Br João Carlos do Prado 
was present for a moment and spoke on 
behalf of the General Council. Br. Teófilo 
Minga helped with the translation.

MARIST SPIRITUAL PATRIMONY

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION

https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-the-international-commission-on-marist-spiritual-patrimony/
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Taking care of our history and looking to 
the future
The themes in progress since the last 
two meetings of this year were taken up 
again. Another volume of the FMS Studia 
collection is being prepared, based on 
the work of Br Gabriel Michel, with an 
important contribution from Br André 
Lanfrey. Much time has been devoted to 
the Marist Notebooks, both in defining 
their form of publication and dissemina-
tion, as well as their relationship with the 
content of the next issue 40.

On the other hand, Dyogenes Philippsen, 
layman in charge of the Marist Memorial 
in Curitiba (Brazil), formulated a number 
of ideas to enhance the publication, 
which is now more than 30 years old, 
and to make it more accessible and rec-

ognised from a scientific point of view.

Br Allan reported on a survey to be 
carried out on documents relating to the 
Marist presence in China from its begin-
nings. Much of this documentation is in 
the Hong Kong memorial and is written 
in Chinese.

Br Michael Green took up the subject of 
planning a Heritage Course, the initial plan 
for which has already been sent to Com-
mittee members for their comments and 
suggestions. The topic is on the agenda 
and is scheduled to take place in 2023.

In order to continue the above-mentioned 
projects and other matters, another 
virtual meeting of the Commission is 
scheduled for 25 October.

Jubilee celebrations take place in our local 
communities. Since the community of 
Mont-Champagnat in Château-Richer 

(Canada) gathered a large number of them, this 
celebration had a more solemn tone, although 
it was lived soberly in three stages: a time of 
celebration and tributes in the chapel, a time for 
an aperitif and some videos and finally a good 
festive meal.

• It is good to underline all these anniversa-
ries of 50, 60, 70 and 75 years of religious 
life of our valiant confreres, especially those 
who live in Château-Richer:

• 75th: Brothers Lorenzo Bédard and Armand 
Morin.

• 70th: Brothers Julien Bergeron, Réal 
Fournier and Louis-Joseph Parent.

50th: Father Michel Bouffard, S.M.
After more than a year of confinement, this celebration in 2021 
took on a special meaning. It made us aware of the importance 
of such a gathering in order to better LIVE AS BROTHERS within 
the Church and in the heart of the world.

Two texts from the Marist Brothers’ Rule of Life inspired us:

• Contemplating the table of La Valla’ (54)
• Fraternity, a ministry of the Church’ (70)

Br. Réal Cloutier, Animator

CANADA

THE DISTRICT OF CANADA CELEBRATES ITS JUBILEES OF 
RELIGIOUS LIFE

Invitation of the Commission to 
all Marists of Champagnat
We invite all those interested in re-
search and dissemination of Marist 
themes to send us their contribu-
tions, in the form of articles or re-
ports related to historical, spiritual 
and other research. A survey is 
being prepared with the Provinces 
in order to guarantee the type of 
distribution and access to Marist 
Notebooks for all the Brothers 
and Lay people of the Institute. To 
consult the articles published, we 
highlight the publication, in the last 
number 39 of CM of an exhaus-
tive work carried out by Br André 
Lanfrey with thematic indexes and 
authors of these 30 years of CM 
(1990 – 2020).

https://freresmaristes.qc.ca/
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The V Provincial Assembly of Marist 
Mission Compostela, with the mot-
to “Lares de Luz”, in line with the 

circular “Hogares de luz” of Br. Ernesto 
Sánchez, was held from the 24th to the 
25th of September, in the Champagnat 
Residence of Valladolid and in keeping 
with the whole Province, 

The meeting was attended by 40 
participants in person and more than a 
hundred virtually. Br. Ernesto Sanchez, 
Superior General, was present virtually at 
the inauguration. Brothers Ben Consigli, 
João Carlos do Prado and Óscar Martín, 
General Councillors, also participated in 
the assembly.

During the assembly, which had as its 
main theme “Homes of Light, which care 
for life and generate life”, the question 
of how to care for and generate new life 
was raised in four areas: children and 
young people; families; educators and 
Province. Throughout the three days, 
different dynamics of work, reflection and 
coexistence were carried out.

Thank you for being “part of this Marist 
life and mission in Compostela” said 
Brother Ernesto during his participation. 
“What is happening in your work is 
Champagnat’s dream alive in that place,” 

he said, speaking of the work done in 
the Province. “Let us take advantage of 
the richness of each one of us because 
we all have something to contribute. Let 
those of us who want to be in the move-
ment go from the heart to wish to be with 
the young people. Because we are made 
for them, because that is our life and our 
mission”, said Br. Ernesto, referring to 
the role of the Marists of Champagnat of 
the Province. See the full presentation.

For their part, the General Councillors, 
Ben Consigli and Joao Carlos do Prado, 
stressed the importance of “making bold 
decisions for the future” and generating 
authentic homes of light.

“We wish to be committed to the care 
and attention of our children, strength-
ening what they carry within them, from 
an eco-social conscience, to commit 
ourselves to this society and that the care 
of our educators and the accompaniment 
of our works continue to be a strength in 
Compostela”. With these words, Brother 
Provincial, Tomás Briongos, concluded 
the 5th Mission Assembly.

More detailed information can be found 
on the Assembly website: https://
maristascompostela.org/somos/asam-
blea-de-mision/

COMPOSTELA

V MISSION ASSEMBLY
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On behalf of Br. Juan Castro, the 
Director of the Postulancy house in 
Davao City, Br. Alex accepted the 
two new postulants: Shuvo Simon 
Chiran from Mymensingh and Shohel 
James Costa from Dhaka. The two 
will remain under his guidance and 
supervision while the issuance of 
Philippine visa for foreign nationals is 
still suspended.

Vietnam
The Cu Chi community is made up 
of five members. One (an aspirant) is 
not able to return from his vacation 
yet and two (Br. Cong and a postu-
lant) have been caring for COVID-19 
infected patients in a hospital for over 
a month. So, only Brother Anselmo 
Kim and Thanh (Novice) are in the 
community.

Belgium
After 70 years of presence in the 
city, the last Marist Brothers have 
left Malmedy. A farewell Mass in the 
presence of many faithful and of Br. 
Robert Thunus, Provincial, was cele-
brated in their honour in the cathe-
dral. The Marist Brothers founded the 
Notre-Dame Institute in 1951.

mediterránea
Colegio Maristas Cartagena, the first 
Marist school in Europe, has received 
a plaque from GoogleES as a “Google 
Reference School”, for using and en-
riching Google tools in its pedagogical 
project. The recognition was cele-
brated together with Edelvives and 
was attended by the management, 
the ICT team, technology trainers and 
students of the school.

les aVellanes
The Monastery, with the collaboration 
of the Sports Association Noguera 
SportBike, has designed a Mountain 
Bike circuit located in the forest of 
the monastery. A route of more than 
6 km was launched on 2 October 
with the Open Lleida competition with 
more than 150 riders.

https://maristascompostela.org/
https://champagnat.org/en/circulares/homes-of-light-caring-for-life-generating-new-life/
https://youtu.be/pYqCidZoSLE?t=1390
https://maristascompostela.org/somos/asamblea-de-mision/
https://maristascompostela.org/somos/asamblea-de-mision/
https://maristascompostela.org/somos/asamblea-de-mision/
https://champagnat.org/en/v-mission-assembly-of-the-province-of-compostela/
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The Marist College ‘El 
Salvador’ in Manatí, 
Puerto Rico, of the 

Central America Province, 
is carrying out various 
initiatives to raise aware-
ness among students 
of the need to care for 
our common home, in 
accordance with the calls 
of the General Chapter of 
the Marist Institute and 
echoing the invitation of 
Pope Francis.

As Marists, we want to live 
this year with hope, but not 
an easy or naive hope, but 
deeply Christian. We want 
to awaken in our young 
people the desire to build 
the future here and now, 
to fill it with life, light and 
joy, like the little plant that 
makes its way through the tar. As Marists, we dream that more 
and more people commit to walk together in the generation of 
a more humane society, more attentive to those most in need, 
more in communion with Creation, that is, more of God”, Br. 
Edgardo Lopez, President of the Colegio Marista “El Salvador”.

Some initiatives promoted by the College are:

Grade 12 students have proposed initiatives to be implemented 
at the College throughout the year, related to improvements to 
the green areas and the species that inhabit it, so that they can 
attract butterflies and other creatures.
Girl Scout Troop 053 and Scout Pack 92 were cleaning the 
beach at La Cueva de las Golondrinas.
From the 1st to the 4th of September the students have cel-
ebrated “The days to promote the encyclical Laudato Si” and 
several activities took place in the Religion classes.
Several 4th and 5th grade students took part in the Nature 
Immersion Workshop at Hacienda La Esperanza in Manatí. They 
learned about beekeeping, sustainable agriculture, projects to 
protect the sand dunes, the history of La Hacienda.
The school has 560 students and an educational community of 
49 teachers and 2 Brothers.

PUERTO RICO

RAISING ECOLOGICAL AWARENESS IN MANATÍ

Acting is urgent Laudato Si’
José Enrique Alvarado Piñero is a 12th grade student at the 
school. He has started an initiative in which other Marist stu-
dents are taking part. Below are his comments, which tell the 
story of this project.

Faced with the historic moment of the COVID-19 pandemic, I 
felt an urgent need to give myself to others. I meditated and 
realised that the greatest gift I could give to others was to 
transfer to them all the scientific and ecological knowledge I 
had absorbed during my 15 years of self-sustaining life in the 
countryside of Morovis, Puerto Rico.

I created an initiative called “ACTUAR ES URGENTE LAUDATO 
SI” in which I invited the Marist youth to my eco-sustainable 
farm following all the protocols of the Government of Puerto 
Rico and Covid19 vaccination. My aim was to fill them with 
hope and love in the face of the difficult times experienced by 
the pandemic and the past 5 years on our island. Twenty-six 
young people responded to the call, to whom I transferred con-
cepts from Laudato Si’ together with everything I have learned 
since my childhood. We had the support of several scientists 
and professors from the University of Puerto Rico.

https://champagnat.org/en/raising-ecological-awareness-in-manati/
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BANGLADESH: ST MARCELLIN SCHOOL

SPAIN: MEETING OF NEW MARIST EDUCATORS
PROVINCE OF MEDITERRÁNEA

SPAIN: MEETING OF MARIST DIRECTORS OF 
IBÉRICA PROVINCE

MOYLE PARK COLLEGE,SOUTH DUBLIN, IRELANDROMANIA: CASE ALE SPERANTEI – BUCHAREST

marist world

VENEZUELA: TEAM OF ANIMATORS OF THE 
COLEGIO HNO. ILDEFONSO GUTIÉRREZ IN 
MARACAIBO

In the months of June and July 2021 
the young people managed to create 
ecological awareness based on scientific 
research accompanied by self-sustain-
ability practices in the countryside and in 
the sea.

In this way, habitats were created that 
proved to be oases of survival for pol-
linators, sea turtles, corals and others. 
Many of these animals are threatened or 
endangered. 

The sustainable life cycle of several pol-
linators that are essential for the world’s 
food security has now been created. In addition, the practices 
were documented for graduation purposes for members who 
were in their fourth year (12th).

I confess that my 15 years of life in the field is rooted in the 
philosophy of St. Marcellin Champagnat and St. Francis of 
Assisi. Surprisingly they are directly connected to Pope Francis’ 
encyclical, Laudato Si’, written 6 years ago.

As I look back it is worth noting that both 
St. Francis of Assisi and our founder, 
St. Marcellin Champagnat felt the call 
to give themselves to others at a time 
of social, political, economic, cultural 
and Church crisis in the locality of their 
countries of Italy and France, specifi-
cally in their green fields full of nature. 
I realise that this is how I felt, but in my 
little camp in Morovis, Puerto Rico in the 
year 2021.

I am very familiar with the style that 
Pope Francis calls for in the encyclical 
“Laudato si” and it is my greatest wish 

to be able to join and propose it to all humanity.  My great 
mission and that of all the members of the initiative “ACTING IS 
URGENT LAUDATO SI” is to make the encyclical “LAUDATO SI” 
known with humility, simplicity and modesty. To demonstrate 
once again that great transformations are born in the crisis. My 
dream is that the initiative will be inherited by future genera-
tions. A healthy planet and a healthy life is possible when we all 
row together in the same direction.

https://champagnat.org/en/raising-ecological-awareness-in-manati/
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CHAMPAGNAT GLOBAL

EDUCATORS FROM AFRICA AND EUROPE TAKE THE PROCESS 
OF BUILDING THE MARIST GLOBAL SCHOOL NETWORK

On 23 September 2021, another milestone was reached 
in the process of building the Marist Global School 
Network. Almost 200 members of the school community 

(Brothers, teachers, students, parents) from Africa and Europe 
celebrated the third of the regional pre-summits organized to 
dream and design together the Network that will soon become 
a reality.
Brother Ben Consigli, dedicated a very special greeting to the 
whole school community, encouraging the feeling of working as 
one family.
The workshop, organized online, aimed to dream, and feel the 
network that we want to build collaboratively.
With the help of the Appreciative Inquiry methodology, a very 
special moment was experienced where everyone was able to 
visualize the future of the network, to share their desires with 
others, and to share their dreams.

The day concluded by inviting everyone to express the aspects 
to be considered to have a good Network. The most repeated 
were:
• Participation of all those who make up the Marist Family, 

brothers, teachers, parents and especially the students.
• Ensure the maintenance and updating of the platform 

#ChampagnatGlobal

• Put the best resources, human and material to make it a 
reality.

• Multiply intercultural meetings and exchange.
• People first.
• Connection between all schools.
• Exchange for teachers and students.
• Intercultural training.
• Promote educational innovation.
• Count on the support of Marist publishers and universities.
• Promote internet access in countries that do not have it.
• International volunteer experiences in which teachers, 

families, former students can participate…
• Network of networks.

The summit will take place from the 25th – 29th October, the 
final stage of the collaborative process, where all the ideas that 
have emerged will be put into practice and proposals will be 
made around which groups interested in sharing and deepen-
ing these themes will be formed.
The Network will bring together    members of the international 
Marist school community around different themes. Surely some 
will be of interest to you.
Little by little you will have all the information through Network’s 
portal (www.champagnat.global).

http://www.champagnat.global
https://champagnat.org/en/educators-from-africa-and-europe-take-the-process-of-building-the-marist-global-school-network/


marist news 697

6  I OCTOBER I 2021 7

Between 1852 and 1854, a General Chapter took place, a meeting of delegates from all parts of the Institute to make 
important decisions such as reflecting on God’s calls on the Institute and renewing the governing body. To be elect-
ed to this chapter, a fourth vote, called “stability”, was required.

The Chapter had three sessions: in the first, the Rule was reworked, in the second, the “Conduct of Schools” was 
drawn up and approved, and in the third, the Constitutions and Rules of Government, where three important per-
sons visited the Chapter: Father Colin, Superior of the Society of Mary, Father Mazelier, former Superior of the Broth-
ers of Saint-Paul, and the Countess of Grandville.Fr Mazelier asked that the commitments of the contract for the 
union with the Brothers of Saint-Paul be fulfilled, especially concerning the name and the division into provinces. 
The Countess of Grandville was a great benefactress who helped the foundation and development of various works.

More significant was the visit of Fr Colin, but we will devote the next issue to it. Note: The vow of stability can still 
be taken by the Brothers, but it is no longer required for some assignments.
Other episodes 

Brother François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

28. Chapter of 1852

On September 8th, the Norandina Province 
celebrated the certification of the Qual-
ity Management System of the 7 public 

schools in Colombia.
After a process of more than ten years, in which 
each institution joined in this work which involved 
the contribution of each of the members of the 
educational communities and the creation of 
quality teams, as well as the carrying out of au-
dits, the firm Bureau Veritas received recognition 
of the educational quality of these Marist works.
In a virtual ceremony attended simultaneously 
by the rectors and their management teams of each of the 7 
private institutions of the country, Brother Leonardo Yepes, 
national leader of Strategic Direction and national coordinator 
of education, received from Martha Triana, director of certifica-
tion of Bureau Veritas Latin America, the Multi-Site document 
certifying compliance with the ISO9001:2015 standard in the 
Management System.

Quality Management System
A Quality Management System is understood as a tool that 
serves to coordinate and direct the activities of an organisation 
that seeks to meet the requirements of customers and interest-
ed parties, thus improving its effectiveness and efficiency on an 
ongoing basis.
In this way it can be concluded that the importance of imple-
menting a quality management system lies in the fact that it 
serves as a platform to develop within our organisation, the 
Marist Brothers of the Schools Community, a series of activ-

ities, processes and procedures aimed at ensuring that the 
educational service offered meets the needs and expectations 
of our clients, who are all the families who choose to educate 
their children in our schools.
The implementation of the Management System has been 
the fruit of a profound reflection on the raison d’être and the 
projection that we have in the educational work of Colombia for 
2023. This has been a work that has been developed with the 
support of many Brothers and collaborators who are part of the 
different Marist Institutions through an internal, collaborative 
and participative process.
After joining dreams, projects, ways of doing things, difficulties 
and achievements, the directors of each institution, together 
with those responsible for quality, will continue in the search 
to transform the pedagogical and administrative conceptions 
and practices, through the implementation of the Management 
System with the aim of consolidating a culture of continuous 
improvement.

COLOMBIA

7 MARIST SCHOOLS ARE CERTIFIED BY BUREAU VERITAS

https://champagnat.org/en/7-marist-schools-are-certified-by-bureau-veritas/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

BRASIL CENTRO-NORTE

CMMF LAUNCHES AN E-BOOK TO CELEBRATE
THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MOVEMENT

The 24 fraternities of the Cham-
pagnat Movement of the Marist 
Family of the Marist Province of 

Brasil Centro-Norte have launched an 
E-book to celebrate the 35th anniversary 
of the Champagnat Movement, with the 
aim of preserving the memory of all the 
Fraternities and preserving the spirit that 
gave rise to the lay Marist vocation in the 
Movement.

The e-book, launched on 29 August, the 
month dedicated to vocations, consists of 
184 pages telling the story of the move-
ment’s journey, from the first fraternities 
(see launch of the e-book).

“As we celebrate 35 years of journey and so many achieve-
ments, this e-book records the commitment of all those who, 
through their daily yes, adhere to the proposal of fraternal life 
dreamt by Marcellin Champagnat,” said Br Ataide José de Lima, 
Provincial.

The compilation of all the material – all the testimonies, 
people’s experiences, history of the journeys so far – 
began in February 2020 through several virtual meetings, 
dialogues 
with all the 
animators 
of the active 
fraternities 
and frater-
nities that 
have already 
completed 
their activ-

ities. It also includes the testimonies of people who made 
history in the CMMF.

Referring to the future of the movement, Br Ataide said: “In 
order not to celebrate only what has happened, I leave here one 
more challenge for the future: what can the members of the 
Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family do so that other 
people (young people, students, family members, collaborators, 
Christians…) feel attracted by the proposal of fraternal life of 
the CMMF and thus guarantee another 35 years of history? 
Celebrating the past without projecting the future of what we 

believe in is like throwing the good seed into the desert sand. 
The personal adherence of each brother and sister to the 
teachings of Marcellin is the best expression of the vitality, 
dynamism and richness of the CMMF for the Church, for 
the Marist Institute and for its members in these 35 years of 
history. We wish all our brothers and sisters a good reading 
and a happy celebration with the blessings of Mary, our Good 
Mother, and Saint Marcellin Champagnat”.

More information about the Champagnat Movement.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/champagnat-movement-of-the-marist-family/
https://champagnat.org/en/cmmf-of-brasil-centro-norte-launches-an-e-book-to-celebrate-the-35th-anniversary-of-the-movement/
https://youtu.be/Vi9WbyxtuSc

