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■ During this week, several brothers and lay people from the 
General House are participating in the launching of the Global 
Network of Marist Schools, a project led by the Vicar General 
and entrusted to the Secretariat for Education and Evangeli-
zation. Three video-episodes mark the opening of the network 
to the general public, and are in addition to the summit being 
held throughout the week with almost 500 paricipants.
■ On Monday, General Councilors Josep Maria and Sylvain 
attended the District of Asia Council meeting.
■ On the same day, a meeting of the International Com-
mission of Marist Spiritual Patrimony took place, with the 
participation of the directors of the Brothers Today Secretariat, 
Brothers Angel Medina and Lindley.
■ Also on Monday, the directors of the Solidarity Secretariat, 
Brothers Angel Diego and Francis, participated in a meeting led 
by Edmund Rice in preparation for COP26, to be held in Glasgow.
■ During this week, Brothers Oscar, General Councillor and 
Valdícer, director of Cmi, are visiting the Fratelli Project in 
Lebanon. Two staff members of FMSI are also there, Marcello 
Romagnoli and Benedetta Di Stefano.
■ On Tuesday, the Brothers Today Secretariat held a meeting 

with the Province vocation promoters about the Year of Marist 
Vocations, which will begin next May.
■ On the same day, Brothers Ben, General Councillor, Libar-
do and Goyo, from the General Bursar’s Office, participated in 
a meeting of the Finance Council of the Institute.
■ On Tuesday, Br. Ben participated in a meeting with a team 
from PUCRS in view of the creation of a course on Marist 
culture and identity.
■ On the same Day, Brothers Ernesto and Óscar took part in 
the inauguration of the First Mission Assembly of the Province 
of Brasil Sul-Amazonia
■ Br. João Carlos, General Councillor, concluded his visit to 
the Province of Norandina on Tuesday.
■ On Wednesday, the directors of the Solidarity Secretariat 
participated in a meeting with the 4 branches of the Marist 
Family to continue their reflection and plan of action around 
Integral Ecology.
■ On Friday, the General Council will meet for a Regular Council.
■ From Friday until Monday of next week, Br. João Carlos 
will attend the Mission Assembly of the Province of Iberica in 
Lardero, Spain.

general administration

Next Sunday, 31 October 
2021, we remember and 
celebrate 25 years since 

the killing of our confreres of the 
community of Bugobe, Nyamiran-
gwe: Brothers Servando Mayor, 44, 
Miguel Angel Isla, 53, Fernando de 
la Fuente, 53, and Julio Rodriguez, 
40. Today, in a special way, we join 
our thoughts with the families of 
these four brothers, their Provinces 
and their close friends who still 
grieve their loss.

MESSAGE OF BR. ERNESTO SANCHEZ BARBA, SUPERIOR GENERAL

Celebrating 25 years since
the killing of our Brothers in Bugobe

https://champagnat.org/pt/25-a-29-de-outubro-lancamento-da-rede-global-marista-de-escolas/
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I think their story is well known to all: 
four Marist Brothers being present 
among and caring for those displaced by 
one of the great wars of the 20th cen-
tury, the war in Rwanda and the Great 
Lakes region. A war in which thousands 
of people died violently. A humanitarian 
disaster considered genocide.

The Bugobe community, situated in the 
territory of Zaire (Congo), had started 
its work of solidarity in October 1994.  
Initially six Rwandan brothers formed 
the community but over time it became 
clear that an international presence was 
necessary. Brothers from beyond Africa 
joined the community. Two years later, 
the ongoing war and political climate 
forced the departure of the African broth-
ers. Four Spanish brothers remained – 
Miguel Angel and Servando at first, and 
a little later, Fernando and Julio.

They are brothers worthy of our admi-
ration. They enter into that category of 
great Marist models, taking their place 
alongside so many other brothers across 
the five continents who ‘loved until the 
end’. We greatly appreciate their act 
of dedication.  We stand amazed and 
in admiration of their faith, hope and 
charity, their commitment, their willing-
ness to leave comfort and security, to 

be a Marist presence in the midst of an 
isolated and fragile people. Such was 
this large group of displaced families and 
individuals.

These brothers cared for those fleeing 
their country because of war. In remem-
bering them, we bring to mind our many 
brothers and sisters in other parts of the 
world who accompany those in similar 
situations, risking everything for love.

We note that the four brothers were 
killed as a community. I want to empha-
sise the witness of life in common. They 
were not four isolated individuals, but 
a Marist community, working together, 
living fraternity.  They discerned together 
their key decisions. We are called to 
live fraternity in our communities as a 
defining experience, to be homes of light 
in situations of darkness.

The book, published in 1997, which 
recounts the life of these brothers is 
entitled Walking till the end of love. They 
lived this love in such a way that they 
chose not to save their lives but to risk 
them. They did what they believed they 
had to. Among their last conversations 
with the Superior General, they said: “We 
cannot abandon those whom all others 
have already abandoned”.

There is no doubt that each of our broth-
ers knew interiorly a deep strength that 
came from God and from Mary, and this 
made them capable of unconditional and 
total dedication. The Christ discovered 
amongst the rubble of each one’s life is 
significant, a mutilated Christ, a re-
minder of Jesus offering his life without 
conditions.

 In our day, the witness of our brothers 
encourages all Marists of Champagnat, 
brothers and lay, to “respond boldly to 
emerging needs” and to “journey with 
children and young people on the mar-
gins of life”, following the invitation of the 
XXII General Chapter.

I invite you during these days, around 
the 31st, to take time to pray, to give 
thanks, and to celebrate the life of 
our four brothers of Bugobe. May it 
provide the occasion to reflect on our 
own personal and communal witness 
– as a family, as an educational in-
stitution – in relation to the situations 
or poverty and marginalisation that 
surround us.

May Mary, our Good Mother, and Saint 
Marcellin Champagnat continue to in-
spire us in our following of Jesus, loving 
until the end.

Due to the arrival of many students in formation and of Brothers in charge of administrative functions, the former 
mother house of the Hermitage was becoming too small, and the Hermitage was located far from the main roads. 
Little by little, the idea of changing the location of the General House began to emerge. The opportunity came 
when the mayor and the parish priest of Saint-Genis-Laval proposed founding a school in their commune, on the 
outskirts of Lyon. In the negotiations, a piece of land near the parish, which was used as a vineyard, was men-
tioned. 
The property was purchased in 1853 and Brother Louis-Marie was put in charge of the construction. Brother 
François will miss the Hermitage. But there was no question of opposing a democratically made decision.
In order to pay the expenses, the estate of Grange-Payre, a property donated to Fr Champagnat and used as a 
boarding school and a house of formation, was sold. 
While the new house was being completed and adapted, Brother François was responsible for obtaining ecclesial 
recognition of the congregation. 
Other episodes

Br. François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

31. The Hermitage becomes too small

https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
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Seventeen Catholic institutions of Higher 
Education in Brazil, among them PUC 
Paraná and PUC Rio Grande do Sul, 
Marist Universities, will hold between 
the 3rd and 5th of November the Oikos 
Congress, an online event that propos-
es reflection on action relating to four 
emerging themes of the pontificate of 
Pope Francis: Education, Economy, 
Ecology and Ecumenism.

The Congress is supported by the Na-
tional Association of Catholic Education 
of Brazil and the Conference of Bishops 
(CNBB), as well as the sponsorship of 
FTD Educação and International Papers.

The event aims to
• Provide an opportunity for dialogue 

between Brazilian Catholic HEIs, 
the Church and civil society around 
the emerging themes of Francis’ 
pontificate.

• To promote exchange between stu-
dents, researchers and professionals 
from different areas of knowledge.

• Encourage interdisciplinary debate 
on Education, Economics, Ecology 
and Ecumenism.

• Encourage scientific research on the 
themes of the event.

Several internationally renowned intel-
lectuals make up the conferences of the 

congress:
• Francis’ Economy with Dr. Alessan-

dra Smerilli, Secretary of the Di-
castery for the Promotion of Integral 
Human Development (Vatican).

• Ecumenism with Prof. Dr. Marcial 
Maçaneiro, professor at the PUCPR 
and theologian of the Vatican 
Commission for Catholic-Pentecostal 
Dialogue (Brazil).

• Global Pact for Education with Prof. 
Dr. Gerald M. Cattaro, consultant 
to the Vatican Congregation for 
Catholic Education and professor at 
Fordham University (USA).

• Integral Ecology with Dr. Tebaldo 
Vinciguerra, consultant to the Di-
castery for the Promotion of Integral 
Human Development (Vatican).

In the perspective of taking up the themes 
as areas of strategic and co-operative ac-
tion between Brazilian institutions of higher 
education, the Oikos congress opens the 
area for the presentation of papers in the 
format of extended abstracts, for which 
the call for papers is open.
Marist Brothers and Lay Marists are 
exempt from the registration fee by 
using the promotional code ISENCAOOI-
KOSS2021 (valid until 8/10/2021).

More information on the full programme 
can be found on the event’s website

BRAZIL

BRAZILIAN UNIVERSITIES PROMOTE A 
CONGRESS ON KEY THEMES OF POPE 
FRANCIS’ PONTIFICATE
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This sector of the East Asia Province 
held a meeting of community leaders 
on October 20. Brothers Domingo 
(Sector Coordinator), Ador (Provincial) 
and community leaders Jacobo Song, 
Ignatius In, Paul Won, Alfredo Herrera 
and Lawrence Park attended.

Mediterranea
Br. Benedicto Pérez Alonso, of the 
Benalmádena community in Málaga, 
celebrated his 100th birthday on 
October 25. The whole community, 
accompanied by the provincial, Br. 
Juan Carlos Fuertes, celebrated the 
birthday. See more here

Madagascar
October 7 marked the return to 
school for Catholic schools of Antsir-
anana. Coinciding with this event and 
the month of the Rosary, the bishop 
of the diocese inaugurated a grotto 
dedicated to Our Lady at the Marist 
school of the city, Lycée Catholique 
St Joseph.

700 editions of Mn
We have reached an historic number! 
The Institute’s weekly newsletter, 
distributed in PDF and by e-mail, was 
launched on May 20, 2008. It is sent 
to 4 mailing lists, with a total audi-
ence of 3000 subscribers (English: 
950 | Spanish: 1431 | French: 270 
| Portuguese: 449). If you would like 
to offer a subscription to someone, 
please click here

https://www.even3.com.br/oikos2021/
https://champagnat.org/en/brazilian-universities-promote-a-congress-on-key-themes-of-pope-francis-pontificate/
https://champagnat.org/mundo-marista/hermano-centenario-en-mediterranea/
 https://champagnat.us15.list-manage.com/subscribe/post?u=1492de9c2bf8459460e5e55b7&id=bd88748491


marist news 700

27  I OCTOBER I 20214

COMPOSTELA

BR. MAXIMO BLANCO APPOINTED PROVINCIAL

Br. Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, with his Council, 
after studying the consultation carried out with the con-
freres of the Province, has decided to appoint Br. Maximo 

Blanco Morán Provincial of Compostela for a first term of three 
years, beginning on December 27.

In his letter of October 18, Br. Ernesto thanked Brother 
Maximo for his readiness and generosity in accepting the 
service of provincial leadership, adding: “your journey as a 
brother, your service in various areas of provincial animation 
in recent years, currently as vice provincial, your organization-
al and planning skills, your participation in the XXII General 
Chapter… all of this will be of great help to you in this new 
mission in the Institute”.

Br. Maximo takes over from Br. Tomás Briongos Rica, provincial 
since 2015. “Thank you, Tomás!” says Br. Ernesto in the letter. 
“As leader you have made yourself available to all and had a 
listening ear, always open to accompany the multiple realities 
of Marists in Spain, Portugal and Honduras, especially in these 
difficult times.” He also thanked the Council and province 
teams.

The term of office of Br. Maximo, as mentioned above, will be-
gin during the celebration of the next Provincial Chapter, which 
will be held from December 27-30, 2021.

In a letter sent to the Province on October 15, Brother Ernesto 
Sanchez, Superior General, communicated that the General 
Council, after studying the survey conducted, has decided 

to appoint Brother José Abel Muñoz Gutiérrez as Provincial of 
Ibérica for a first term of three years. Br. José Abel will begin his 
term as Provincial during the celebration of the next Provincial 
Chapter, which will take place from December 26-30, 2021.

In his letter, Br Ernesto underlined his gratitude to Br Abel 
for his readiness and generosity in accepting this service of 
Province leadership. He also underlined: “your journey as a 
Brother, your experience of several years on the Council and 
in the Provincial animation teams, currently as Vice-Provincial, 
your participation as delegate to the XXII General Chapter, all 
this will help you to serve the Brothers and lay people of your 
Province with commitment and passion”.

Br Abel takes over from Br Moises Alonso Pérez, Provincial 
since 2015. Br Ernesto also expressed his gratitude to him: 
“Thank you, Moises! You have been a warm-hearted and 

dedicated leader accompanying a variety of Marist presences in 
Spain and Romania, sometimes in situations that have not been 
easy”.

IBERICA

BR. JOSÉ ABEL MUÑOZ GUTIÉRREZ APPOINTED PROVINCIAL

https://champagnat.org/en/br-maximo-blanco-appointed-provincial-of-compostela/
https://champagnat.org/en/br-jose-abel-munoz-gutierrez-appointed-provincial-of-iberica/
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Faced with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and in line with the Marist mission 
for the protection and promotion 

of rights, the Sacred Heart School of 
the Marist Brothers in the city of San 
Francisco, Argentina, lent for two years 
part of its infrastructure to the health 
sector in the area to assess the popula-
tion for COVID and to conduct prevention 
campaigns for volunteers and institutions 
in the area.

Marist volunteers
In addition, four young lay Marists, 
former students at Sacred Heart School, 
collaborated as volunteers at the Emer-
gency Centre. Although the young people 
volunteered independently, they also did 
so because of their Marist vocation of 
solidarity. Previously, they had already 
carried out some volunteer experienc-
es promoted by the Marist Volunteers 
programme of the Province.

After having worked in the health sector 
for 8 to 12 months during the critical pe-
riod of the pandemic, the young Marists 
join their testimonies with the global 
Marist family.

“Being a volunteer meant lending a 
hand, a word, putting your heart and 
soul into it. Committing yourself, not only 
by staying at home, complying with the 
protocols, but also in the field: putting on 
your gown, your mask, your safety items, 
despite the possibility of contagion, with-
out losing the joy that can be reflected in 
your eyes, in the hands that reach out to 
people to contain them in the face of a 
crisis, which was not only biological, but 
more than anything else of anguish or 
fear. As a Marist I learned that solidarity 
is a driving force in my life and makes 

us stronger. To be a volunteer is to give 
a part of yourself to society” (Daiana 
Michlig).

“To pool our gifts, resources, responsi-
bilities according to roles and functions, 
committed participation and collective 
capacities at the great table of life; that 
there is no lack of work, education, 
health, water, decent housing, working 
for this wherever we are. This is a his-
toric opportunity that we must accept so 
that peace and solidarity between peo-
ples, justice, the defence and enjoyment 
of rights can become ever stronger” 
(María Clara Larrambebere).

“There are many things that I take away 
from this experience that I will treasure 
for the rest of my life. The experience 
made me grow as a person and at the 
same time helped me to understand 
many things. During the months that 
I participated in it, I felt useful and 

supported. It helped me to find a way out 
and to do what I like so much: to help, 
contributing from my place what I have 
and what can do good to others. I would 
like to pass on to others the idea that 
it is possible to make the world a more 
beautiful and humane place if we all con-
tribute together, because everything we 
do adds up. The smallest thing already 
makes a difference” (Camila Rassetto).

“If you ask me today what I have learnt 
from all this, I can answer that knowing 
all sides of an event, putting myself in 
the other person’s shoes and under-
standing that not everyone can be mea-
sured with the same yardstick should 
be a basic resource in society. I think 
that as Marists we have been committed 
from an early age to meet these needs 
and it is an excellent opportunity in the 
current health emergency to continue to 
take responsibility for the facts” (Sofía 
Giusta).

ARGENTINA

CRUZ DEL SUR COLLEGE, TOGETHER WITH VOLUNTEERS, 
PROMOTES THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE PANDEMIC

https://www.maristascruzdelsur.org/sitio/
https://www.maristascruzdelsur.org/sitio/
https://champagnat.org/en/cruz-del-sur-college-together-with-volunteers-promotes-the-struggle-against-the-pandemic/


marist news 700

27  I OCTOBER I 20216

CHAMPAGNAT GLOBAL

LAUNCH OF THE MARIST GLOBAL NETWORK OF SCHOOLS

A great beginning and it is marvelous to see
Monday, 25th of October 2021 witnessed 
the beginning of the great event in the 

history of the Marist Institute (the first day of the 
launch of Marist Global Network of Schools).

It is wonderful to see more than four hun-
dred (400) Marist of Champagnat from all the 
continents of the world and from more than 48 
countries taking part in the summit that marked 
the start of the 
600 plus Marist 
schools around 
the world coming 
together to work 
as one family.

The word of 
welcome from 
Brother Carlos 
Alberto Rojas, 
the Director of 
the Secretariat 
for Education and 
Evangelization opened the events, and this was followed by 
the opening address from Superior General, Brother Ernesto 
Sanchez.

This project, under the leadership of the Secretariat for Edu-
cation and Evangelization from the beginning sought the De-
sign Thinking and the Appreciative Inquiry methodology. The 
lead facilitators and the co-facilitators were handy to lead all 
the sessions. The brightness on the faces and Marist family 
spirit was felt online as if all were physically present in one 
conference room of the General House in Rome. This is an 
indication that the whole sessions for the week that will end 
of the 29th of October 2021 will give birth to something that 
will have great impact on the institute and the final benefi-
ciaries, the children, and young people.

Be reminded also, that the work sessions which will dwell 
on the areas of opportunities divided into themes and topics 
is awaiting your contribution through participation in the 
group or groups that your registered to be a part of.

Thanks to the expertise of the technical team, a great 
collaboration from the Brothers Today secretariat and the 

communication 
office. There is an 
assurance that all 
the sessions will 
be enjoyed by the 
participants using 
the new normal of 
works and interac-
tion online.

As announced 
through series of 

letters and online social media, many activities are lined up 
for the week and it is expected that the participation of all 
Marist of Champagnat will give a resounding welcome to the 
birth of this Network of school through cocreation.

What an informative and an eye-opening session, watching 
the live and interactive video episode on the first day. What 
of you? Were you not surprised at the richness there is in 
our Institute? There are more surprises coming on daily 
basis as we move on throughout the week. You could be the 
great historian that will recount this event to the generations 
to come hence, the invitation to dedicate more time to learn 
and know more about the Marist ministries that form the 
basis for the network this week.

Remember that the video episodes live broadcasts will take 
place as indicated on the links to social media platforms. 
Click and interact live with the Marist world. The Marist 
Global Network of Schools is for you and for the good of all 
Marists. www.champagnat.global

Don’t be left out in all the activities. Champagnat Global: A 
Place Where We All Belong.

http://www.champagnat.global/
https://youtu.be/-8ecy6IvSdw
http://www.champagnat.global/
https://champagnat.org/en/launch-of-the-marist-global-network-of-schools/
https://champagnat.org/en/launch-of-the-marist-global-network-of-schools/
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SPAIN: MEDITERRÁNEA BROTHERS TODAY’S 
TEAM AT CASTILLO MAIMON

FRANCE: CENTRE D’ACCUEIL L’HERMITAGEBELGIUM: CHARLY AND ANNE-MARIE 
LOUTSCH’S COMMITMENT AS LAY PEOPLE IN 
HABAY-LA-VIEILLE

SAMOA: MARIST YOUTH GATHERINGCOLOMBIA: ANNUAL SPIRITUAL RETREAT FOR 
BROTHERS

marist world

BRAZIL: CMMF "IR. AFONSO FALQUETO" IN 
GOIÂNIA

BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

THE PROVINCE LAUNCHES WEBSITE TO PROMOTE THE 
RIGHTS OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

The Brasil Sul-Amazônia Province 
has just launched a portal aimed at 
promoting the Rights of Children and 

Adolescents. The website www.direitos-
dascrianças.com.br will have educational 
and informative content on children and 
youth, so that educators, researchers, 
parents and young people can have access 
to quality materials on this topic.

“The defence of the rights of children, 
adolescents and young people must be on 
everyone’s agenda. As Marists, we promote initiatives so 
that this issue is highlighted in all our areas of mission and 
can be reflected collectively. In this sense, by expanding 
our presence in the digital environment, we seek to create 
practices in cooperation with an ever-changing and increas-
ingly virtual society.

The purpose of this new channel is to give visibility to 
actions, campaigns, collaborations with other institutions, 
news, training, courses and academic research in the area,” 
explains Brother Sandro Bobzyk, coordinator of the Marist 
Centre for the Promotion of the Rights of Children and 
Adolescents.

https://champagnat.org/en/brasil-sul-amazonia-launches-website-to-promote-the-rights-of-children-and-adolescents/
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GENERAL HOUSE

24 OCTOBER, UNITED NATIONS DAY

In 1945 the “United Nations” 
was officially born. An organi-
sation that had already been in 

the making for years. World War 
II was ending, and many countries 
were discovering the need to seek 
peace. A peace that would be 
lasting.

In that now distant year of 1945, 
a group of fifty countries met to 
draw up the UN Charter, by which 
the signatory countries became 
part of this organisation, with the 
main objective of preventing an-
other world war from taking place.

We all know how the United 
Nations, over all these years, has 
been committed to working to maintain peace, security, 
provide humanitarian aid, protect rights.

In recent years, the United Nations has also been promoting 
the care of our planet, in this case through the Sustainable 
Development Goals for 2030. Not only do they wish to 
ensure peace, security and the rights of all people, but they 
also wish to care for the planet, in order to care for those 
who suffer most from the consequences of climate change.

As Marists of Champagnat, we too are present at the 
United Nations, through FMSI. The Foundation obtained the 
ECOSOC certification, granted by the United Nations to a 
number of civil society organisations that play a significant 
role in the work for Human Rights. This allows FMSI to have 
a voice at the UN through various mechanisms of partici-
pation: UPR elaboration, participation in the Day of General 
Discussion, participation in the Human Rights Council…This 
also allows us to be present in several think tanks and advo-
cacy groups at regional level and in different countries.

Many lay people and brothers and sisters are working in 
favour of human rights, especially children’s rights. Allianc-
es have been established with other organisations, from civil 
society and the Church, which facilitate a greater presence 
in the defence of rights, as well as giving greater weight to 
our postulates.

FMSI and the Solidarity Secretariat, as well as the General 
Administration, are committed to continue working in the 
defence of Human Rights, particularly those of children and 
young people. To this end, projects are being developed 
which combine political action at the level of the United Na-
tions and concrete actions in some of the countries where 
Marist Brothers are present. The projects in Papua New 
Guinea and Bolivia, which are in full development at the 
moment, are interesting in this respect.

The United Nations, and the mechanisms of participation 
that they offer, help us to take steps in what the last Gener-
al Chapter asked of us, creating bridges, strengthening our 
global family, from the firm commitment “in the promotion 
and defence of the rights of children”.

At the UN we have the opportunity to continue working on 
behalf of the most needy children and young people in our 
world, defending their rights, promoting the dignity of each 
person and the care of our common home.

Thank you to all those brothers and sisters, lay women and 
men, who are already engaged in your life and mission.

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Director of the Secretariaty of Solidarity

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
https://champagnat.org/es/24-octubre-2021-dia-de-las-naciones-unidas/
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NORANDINA

LAY CHARISMATIC CONNECTION IN THE PROVINCE

In the city of Ibagué – Colombia, the Eucharist of the lay charis-
matic linking of the laity who made their discernment in the cit-
ies of Ibagué, and Bogotá took place on the 9th of October. For 

this group of lay people, it is the second celebration of five which 
will be held, since, because of the pandemic, it was decided to 
avoid travelling as much as possible. The first one was in the city 
of Armenia for the laity living in Manizales and Armenia.

Cindy Alexandra Bocanegra López, Leidy Patricia Rodríguez 
González, Mario Alexander Ramírez Mejía and Diana Cristina 
Lozano Camargo, after their vocational discernment process, 
gave their generous “yes” which commits them to live according 
to the intuitions of Marcellin Champagnat and the first Brothers. 
On the other hand, Diana Patricia Pérez Villanueva, Constanza 
Amparo Rojas Carvajal, Adriana Zawadzky Zapata and Claudia 
Aida Rojas Carvajal, who had already been lay members since 
December 2017, also renewed their commitment.

This discernment process has certainly been very special. The 
Pandemic led them to be creative in the process and not to lose 
heart even though the circumstances were often adverse. That 
is why the lay people involved received it as a grace in which 
the Good Mother, “who has always done everything among us”, 
led them by the hand.

Immense gratitude first of all to God who continues to bless 
us with the gift of new vocations. To Brother Diego Zawadzky 
Zapata who accompanied the celebration on behalf of the 
provincial council, to Brother Carlos Andrés Obando and to the 
whole community of Brothers of Ibagué, who not only accom-
panied the celebration but also walked with the laity in the 
process of discernment.

A special thanks to the Educational Community of Cham-
pagnat College of Ibagué, to each of its members and in 
them to the group of laypeople, María Faro de Esperanza, 
for all the support and affection that the ministry of the 
Marist laity has received. Likewise, to the brothers and lay-
people who have been accompanying the vocational process 
of the laypeople who will be joining us in various parts of the 
Province.

May this new vocational gift be a source of inspiration for each 
one of us to feel increasingly committed to vocational work and 
to carrying out the dream of Father Champagnat. “To make 
Jesus Christ known and loved.

Claudia A. Rojas Carvajal – Marist Laity
Norandina Province

http://www.fmsnor.org/
https://champagnat.org/en/lay-charismatic-connection-in-the-province-of-norandina/
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The eighth message of the Marist Interna-
tional Mission Commission is an invitation 
to reflection and action regarding the care 

of our common home: “We unite ourselves with 
the approach which Pope Francis proposes in the 
encyclical Laudato Si, called an “integral ecolo-
gy”, which incorporates both human and social 
dimensions.”
The message was prepared by Brothers Francis 
Lukong and Ángel Diego García Otaola, directors 
of the Institute’s Solidarity Secretariat.
The text, inviting us to walk in the perspective of 
integral ecology, underlines a challenge already 
present in the last General Chapter: “It is for us ‘to 
abandon the culture of our egos and promote the 
ideas which reduce the scandal of indifference and 
of inequality’. In this way, will be awakened ‘an 
ecological awareness which involves us in the care 
of our common home’.”

The Marist International Mission Commission
The Commission was set up to facilitate the networking of sec-
retariats, networks and regions in an integrated and sequential 
manner. The Commission will help leaders to reflect on the 
initiatives and implementation processes of the Strategic Plan 
projects in the field of Mission  at global, regional and province 
levels. At the same time, the aim of the International Com-
mission is to coordinate the different initiatives and actions of 
the Regions, Networks and General Administration in order to 
maximise their impacts and effects.

The members of the Commission:
Br Luis Carlos Gutiérrez Blanco (Coordinator, Vicar General), Br 
Ben Consigli (General Councillor), Br Ken McDonald (General 
Councillor), Br Francis Jumbe (Region of Africa – Southern 

Africa Province), Christophe Schiezte (Region Europe – Prov. 
Hermitage), Br Rodrigo Espinosa (Region of Arco Norte – Cen-
tral Méixo Central), Br Alberto Guillermo Aparicio (South Amer-
ica Region – Cruz del Sur Province), Br. Kevin Wander (Region 
Oceania – Dist. Pacific), Br. Farancis Rahmat (Region of Asia – 
East Asia), Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola and  Francis Lukong 
(Solidarity Secretariat), Br. Valdícer Fachi (Cmi), Br. Carlos 
Alberto Rojas Carvajal and Br. Okolo Mark Omede (Education 
and Evangelisation Secretariat), Br. José Libardo Garzón Duque 
(General Econome) and Br. Gregorio Linacero Melón (Project 
Management of the Strategic and economat), Br. Manuír 
Mentges (Network of Universities – Prov. Brasil Sul-Amazonia), 
Frank Malloy (Schools Network- Prov. Australia), María del So-
corro Álvarez (Solidarity Network – Prov. México Central), and 
other person to be appointed (Marist Youth Network – Prov. 
Compostela).
Download PDF: English | Español | Français | Português
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