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■ Valdicer Civa Fachi, Director of CMI, is in Colombia to 
continue the discernment process for the opening of the 
Fratelli Project in Maicao, in collaboration with the De La 
Salle Brothers.
■ On 15 November, the Ongoing Formation Team (Manzi-
ana), Brothers Today and “Group A” Participants from the 
different AUs - Brothers and Laity - met online for the First 
Session of the 6-Week Programme on “Spirituality and 
Interiority”. While on November 16, “Group B” Participants 
from different AUs - Brothers and Laity - met online for the 
First Session of the 6-Week Programme on “Spirituality 
and Interiority”.
■ From 15 to 18 November, the plenary sessions of the 
General Council continued at the General House.
■ On 15 November, Brothers João Carlos do Prado and 
Ben Consigli, General Councillors, meet via zoom with the 
Provincial Council of the Province of West Central Europe.
■ On November 16, Ben Consigli, General Councillor, met 
virtually with the members of the Executive Committee of 
the New Province of the Oceania Region, which is working 
on the ongoing formation of the Star of the Sea Province.
■ From the 16th to the 20th of November, the Brothers 
Today Secretariat, with the support of the Link Councillors, 
has a series of meetings with the new Ongoing Formation 
Team composed of Antonio Peralta, Xavier Barceló and 

Michael Sexton. They will be in charge of the organisation 
and orientation, and the Ongoing Formation Programmes 
for 2022. 
■ On 17th of November the Meeting of the Internation-
al Marist Mission Commission took place on the theme 
Spirituality and Mission. Brothers Luis and Carlos Gutiér-
rez, Vicar of the Marist International Mission Commission, 
participated via zoom. Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, Ben 
Consigli and Ken McDonald, General Councillors, the mem-
bers of the Commission and other invited guests.
■ On 17 November, Brothers Angel Diego and Francis 
Lukong of the Solidarity Secretariat finished the training 
course “Mechanisms for the Defence of Human Rights”. 
The previous courses were held on 3, 8, 10 and 15 
November. On the same day, Brothers Ángel Diego and 
Francis Lukong participated in the meeting of the repre-
sentatives of the four branches of the Marist Family, to 
continue working together on the theme “Integral Ecology.
■ On the 17th of November, the Virtual Meeting of the 
Laity Secretariat for the preparation of the International 
Forum on the Lay Marist Vocation and a survey of the 
process took place.
■ From the 21st to the 27th of November, Br Valdicer Civa 
Fachi, Director of CMI, will make an accompaniment visit 
to the Lavalla200> Community of Tabatinga, Brazil.

general administration

The International Commission for the Revision of the 
Formation Guide met face-to-face for the first time since 
its creation two years ago on November 1 – 6 at the 

Residencia Marista Santa Maria del Mar in Guardamar del Se-
guro, Spain. Present were Br. Joao Carlos do Prado, Br. Angel 
Medina, Br. Lindley Sionosa, Br. Fabien Bulaimo, Br. Pere Fere 
and Br. Francisco “Paco” Garcia. Meanwhile, Br. Oscar Martin, 
Br. Cesar Rojas and Br. Graham Neist connected online.

The meeting was focused mainly on gathering the fruits of 
the process of listening and participation done in the regions 

GENERAL HOUSE

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
REVISION OF THE FORMATION GUIDE

https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-the-international-commission-for-the-revision-of-the-formation-guide-2/
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The General Council, the staff of 
the General House and the secre-
tariats have recently participated 

in formation about the new Child Safe-
guarding policy for the General House.
The Institute is taking steps to ensure 
that all our ministries are safe places for 
children and young people.

The 22nd General Chapter reinforced 
this commitment clearly stating that; the 
Marist Institute at all levels conforms to 
the highest standards of child protec-
tion, so that all our works are child safe 
and child friendly.

On November 10, the code of conduct that has come into 
use for the staff in the General House were both described 
during the formation.

The formation experience focused on ensuring that the 
General House follows this commitment to ensure the safety 
and well-being of children and vulnerable adults that is now 
so important for all Marist Administrative Units and works.

GENERAL HOUSE

PRESENTATION OF THE NEW CHILD SAFEGUARDING 
POLICY TO THE STAFF OF THE GENERAL HOUSE

from August to October 2021, wherein groups of formators, 
formands and a mixed of brothers and lay men and women 
were invited to reflect on Marist life today and the kind of Marist 
formation we wish to offer considering the different realities of 
our time.

Three online meetings were therefore organized to listen to 
the reports from the Americas (Arco Norte and America Sur), 
Asia-Oceania and Africa-Europe. The teams that were formed 
for this inter-regional groups shared with the Commission 
highlights of the answers received from the identified respon-
dents through written survey, online dialogs, and one-on-one 
conversations.

Having listened to the different views from across the Marist 
world, the commission worked on naming the discoveries and 
creating a vision of Marist formation for the future. Manuel de 
Jesús Gómez, one of the co-directors of the Secretariat of the 
Laity also joined the commission on the 5th and the 6th and his 
inputs from the side of Marist laity also proved helpful.

With a view of the future of Marist life and charism as oriented 
towards communion between Brothers and laity, the commis-
sion decided to focus its effort on the formation of brothers. 

Furthermore, the new formation guide is foreseen to be simple, 
relevant to the present time and written in contemporary 
language.

The next commission meeting will be in January next year; it 
will be online. A face-to-face meeting is intended for June or 
July 2022.

Below is a list of the brothers and lay Marists who helped 
the commission in reaching out to the inter-regional groups 
referred to above.

Americas (Arco Norte and America Sur): Br. Cesar Rojas, Br. 
Juan Carlos Bolaños, Br. Marcio Henrique, Br. Felix Roldan, Br. 
Albert Rivera and Br. Isidro Azpeleta.

Asia-Oceania: Br. Francisco Garcia, Br. Graham Neist, Br. 
Anselmo Kim, Br. Sefo Une, Br. Simon Serero, Br. Darren Burge 
and Br. Juan Castro.

Africa – Europe: Br. Fabien Bulaimo, Br. Pere Ferré, 
Br. Alphonse Tiamaro, Br. Ebel Muteveri, Br. Aureliano 
Garcia, Br. Teodorino Aller, Br. Nicolas Garcia and Mr. 
Fernando Ocaña

https://champagnat.org/en/presentation-of-the-new-child-safeguarding-policy-to-the-staff-of-the-general-house/
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In 1855, there were already five Provinces: Notre-Dame-de l’Hermitage, Saint-Paul-Trois-Châteaux, La Bégude, 
Beaucamps and what was called the Province of Périgueux, with Hautefort. But we must not forget a 6th sector: 
Oceania.
On these distant islands, the Brothers formed a community of about 70 Marist Fathers. Moreover, although most 
of them were formed at the Hermitage, the separation with the Fathers left it uncertain whether they were part of 
the congregation of the Fathers or of the Brothers. Brother François would be of the opinion that they were still 
Marist Brothers. He continued to send Brothers to Oceania and would correspond with them. He will say to them:
“Go my dear Brothers, wherever obedience calls you; be good missionaries, very regular, love the Lord and the 
Blessed Virgin. I will be with you during this long voyage across the oceans. I bless you with all my heart”.
Surely he wondered if it would be feasible, starting from this third apostolate (helping the Fathers in the mis-
sions), to have the other two (rural schools and orphans) accepted as well, so that the Brothers, just as the 
Marist Fathers would have been recognised.
Other episodes 

Br. François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

34. Oceania

The Network of Marist Universities will organised 
a virtual meeting on the 17th of November on 
the theme “Innovation in the context of the Third 

Mission in Marist HEIs: HEIs as factors in the process 
of Social and Economic Development of the society in 
which they operate”.

The event was addressed to the leaders of Marist 
HEIs, members of the General Government and of the 
Provinces.

The objectives of the meeting were:
• To reflect on the post pandemic scenario from the 

perspective of innovation and development for Higher 
Education.

• To propose ways for the planning of HEIs, considering 
the changes that are taking place in the face of new 
models of teaching, research, the impact of the media, 
technology and interactivity in the knowledge society.

Speakers include: Juan Pablo Suárez Chacón, President of 
the Latin American Division of IASP and President of the 
Scientific and Technological Park UTPL, Ecuador; Juan Fer-
nando Pacheco Duarte, Rector of the Scientific Park of So-
cial Innovation of the Minuto de Dios University (Uniminuto), 
Colombia; and Jorge Audy, Superintendent of the Scientific 
and Technological Park of PUCRS, Brazil.

The event took place via Zoom:
Click here to join

(ID meeting: 972 0140 3933 | Password: 697145), with the 
following schedules according to the country:

Mexico – Mexico City – 6AM
Peru – Lima – 7AM
USA – Poughkeepsie/NY – 7AM
Brazil – Brasília – 9AM
Argentina – Buenos Aires – 9AM
Nigeria – Enugu – 1PM Spain
Madrid – 1PM
Italy – Roma – 1PM
Congo Republic – Kisangani – 2PM
Kenya – Nairobi – 3PM
Philippines – Davao – 8PM
Australia – Brisbane – 10PM

Click here to join
Find out more

GENERAL HOUSE

MEETING ON INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MARIST NETWORK OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
https://puclink.pucrs.br/cl/PMHR3/A/fb86/0/BMxv/Ox6bH3Fm0kc/1/
https://puclink.pucrs.br/cl/PMHR3/A/fb86/0/BMxv/Ox6bH3Fm0kc/1/
https://puclink.pucrs.br/cl/PMHR3/A/fb86/0/BMxv/E8wJkGnYkgl/1/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-on-innovation-and-development-of-the-international-marist-network-of-higher-education-institutions/
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On 14 Novem-
ber 2021, the 
Church will 

launch the Laudato Si 
Platform for Action, 
promoted by Pope 
Francis himself and 
managed through the 
Dicastery for the Ser-
vice of Integral Human 
Development.

The Church in-
vites us to join this 
initiative, as well as 
other projects and 
actions intended to increase our reflection and action 
on Integral Ecology. Let us join together for the sake 
of our common home and our suffering brothers and 
sisters.

Marists of Champagnat and Caring for our Common 
Home
Many of us Marists of Champagnat are already developing 
various projects, adapted to our particular reality. This new 
project proposes to unite us, to feel that we are Church, and 
to move forward together in the care of life. Let us remember 
how Brother Ernesto, Superior General, pointed out this same 
idea in the subtitle of his Circular: Caring for life and generat-
ing new life.

The challenges are varied, depending on the each one’s 
circumstances: challenges that are personal or collective, 
to be taken up in our families or workplaces; challenges 
that are grounded in our concrete realities and in the realm 
of what is possible. For some, these challenges may mean 
continuing on paths already taken; for others, it may be an 
opportunity to start with small actions.

This project presents us with seven objectives. We want to 
highlight the first two: “the cry of the earth” and “the cry of the 
poor”. We Marists of Champagnat want to continue to commit 
ourselves along these lines that reflect the calls of the XXII 
General Chapter.

The Laudato Si’ Action Platform
The Platform is organised in seven sectors, or areas of com-
mitment. Here, we Marists can also find various fields of action 
(as a Religious Congregation, as schools and universities, as 
families, as hospitals, as NGOs and Foundations…). Thus, the 
invitation to join this project is for all of us. In this way, we will 
“unite as a family that is stronger than the sum of small individ-
ual members” (Fratelli Tutti, 78).

With this project we are joining other groups, other institutions, 
other people, in a network. In different parts of the Marist world 
there are already instances of collaboration. By way of exam-
ple: at the level of the General Administration we are working 
together with the four branches of the Marist Family to help 
each other in reflection and action in favour of Integral Ecology. 
Recalling the words of Pope Francis in Fratelli Tutti (117), we 
are called to do our bit; we are called to transcend ourselves 
and the group we belong to.

From the Solidarity Secretariat we want to embrace the motto 
“Think Global, Act Local”, which we are so often reminded of 
when we speak of Integral Ecology. Yes, this is what we Marists 
of Champagnat are called to: to think globally and act locally. 
And now, in the “Laudato Si Acton Platform”, we have a means 
to achieve this.

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Director of the Secretariaty of Solidarity

SECRETARIATY OF SOLIDARITY

LAUNCH OF THE “LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM”

https://www.laudatosi.va/en.html
https://www.laudatosi.va/en.html
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-chapters/xxii-general-chapter/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-chapters/xxii-general-chapter/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
https://champagnat.org/en/launch-of-the-laudato-si-action-platform/
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BRAZIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

THE PROVINCE PROMOTES A 
CULTURE OF SOLIDARITY BASED ON 
EDUCATIONAL VOLUNTEERING

Before the Pandemic, the pastoral 
team of the Brasil Sul-Amazônia 
Province met weekly with the 

young people of the Marist schools to 
promote a culture of solidarity and to 
help the community where each school 
is located. The aim was and still is to 
promote educational volunteering and 
to accompany the young people in their 
journey of solidarity.

The health emergency caused by 
COVID-19 led 
to a change in 
strategy, but 
without losing 
sight of the de-
sire to strength-
en the culture 
of solidarity 
and maintain 
hope for a more 

dignified society. A support network of 
students was then created who, together 
with their families, continued to promote 
solidarity in favour of the most vulnerable 
communities.

“In an unparalleled context and with 
restricted face-to-face activities, online 
connections maintained relationships. 
Our traditional retreat had to be done 
online in 2020. We have taken the 
opportunity to address the quality of life 
during the pandemic. Adaptations had 
to be made, but access to the culture 
of solidarity was maintained,” said Éder 
Silva de Oliveira, who is responsible for 
the Province’s Pastoral Care.

You can click here to watch the video 
of the Volunteer Day organised by the 
Brasil Sul-Amazônia Province and learn 
more about the actions carried out.
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Last Friday the first provincial 
meeting of Santa María de Los Andes 
was held with the animators of the 
fraternities and lay communities of 
the three sectors. The objective was 
to offer a meeting area to get to know 
each other better as animators of the 
Marist Laity and to join in the journey 
of the community around the experi-
ential development of the Internation-
al Forum of the lay Marist vocation.

United StateS
After twenty months of waiting, 
Marist schools from across the Prov-
ince gathered this weekend at the 
Esopus House. All the Marist students 
returned for the “November Gathering 
Retreat”. The weekend was full of 
joy! They continue their retreat this 
week. The province asks you to pray 
for them.

inaUgUral MaSS in the FirSt 
PerManent hoUSe in Vn 
The brothers from VN have finally 
been able to inaugurate their first 
permanent House in the country. On 
Saturday 13th November, they gath-
ered for the blessing of the house 
and to celebrate the first Mass in this 
chapel, the first house for Marists’ 
presence in VN, over 13 years. Broth-
ers in VN are grateful for all those 
Marist Brothers who have planted the 
seed of Marist’s Charism, who have 
been there since the beginning and 
still are there with them, and they 
hope that Marcellin’s Spirit will grow 
and develop in this part of the world. 
Thank you, Lord, Mary our Good 
Mother, and St Marcellin.

https://redemarista.org.br/
https://redemarista.org.br/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1487448484950266&ref=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1487448484950266&ref=sharing
https://champagnat.org/en/brasil-sul-amazonia-promotes-a-culture-of-solidarity-based-on-educational-volunteering/
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SYRIA 

LETTER FROM ALEPPO 42 – SAD FACES

The people of Aleppo will never forget the years 2012 to 
2016 when the war was in Aleppo.

They remember very well the bombs and gas cylinders filled 
with explosives and nails dropped by the armed rebel groups 
installed in East Aleppo in their neighbourhoods, causing nu-
merous civilian casualties on a daily basis.

They remember the hours they spent with anxiety and fear 
waiting for their loved ones to return home.

They remember the suffering they have endured, the cold in 
winter due to lack of diesel for heating and the nights that have 
passed in the dark for years due to lack of electricity (the power 
plants were in the hands of terrorists).

They cannot forget the years when they were deprived of 
running water (terrorists cut off the water supply to an entire 
city) and the hours they waited their turn in hastily dug wells 
anywhere in the city to fill their water cans.

They will always remember the repeated blockades of the 
city in which no one could enter or leave, isolating Aleppo 
and its inhabitants and causing a shortage of all essential 
items.

On November 2, they went to cemeteries to pray at the graves 
of their parents, relatives and friends killed during the war 
years.

They still live with nostalgia for the happy days when all the 
members of their family lived in Aleppo before being scattered 
around the world.

Despite all the suffering of recent years, the Aleppians now re-
peat in chorus “we lived better during the war years than now”, 
“we miss the time of the bombs, which was more bearable 
than the poverty we suffer now”

In fact, it is the poverty bomb that has now exploded in Syria 
leaving 80% of the population living below the poverty line and 
60% living with food insecurity.

https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-42-sad-faces/


marist news 703

18  I NOVEMBER I 2021 7

PHILIPPINES: SESSIONS ON ENHANCING 
COMMUNICATION

SPAIN: MARIST MINISTRY OF BADAJOZSPAIN: MEDITERRANEA – MANAGEMENT TEAM 
WITH THE PROVINCIAL ACCOMPANIMENT TEAM

BRAZIL: MARISTS OF VARGINHASRI LANKA. NGOMBO MARIST BROTHERS

marist world

COLOMBIA: FRATERNITY OF LAITY OF COLEGIO 
CHAMPAGNAT – BOGOTÁ

Now that the fighting has almost stopped for two years and the 
military situation is frozen, what is catastrophic is the economic 
situation. The prices of simple necessities have risen dramati-
cally, leading to an increase in the cost of rent and the cost of 
living. The shortage has become permanent, with the rationing 
of gasoline, bread, sugar, rice, etc. On the other hand, wages 
have not been adjusted proportionally, which has led to an in-
crease in poverty. Most families can no longer make ends meet 
and depend on food, medical and monetary aid from NGOs to 
survive.

This situation is the result of various causes, such as the de-
struction of the country’s infrastructure and the ravages of war, 
the financial crisis in Lebanon, where many Syrians have lost 
their capital to invest and their savings for retirement, but also 
the wicked sanctions imposed by European countries and the 
United States, which block financial transactions, prevent im-
ports and prohibit investments in Syria. In addition, the Covid19 
pandemic has worsened the situation due to the deaths it has 
caused and the preventive measures that have slowed down an 
already moribund economic activity.

Many of our compatriots tell us that they regret their decision to 

stay in the country when emigration was easy and many dream 
of settling elsewhere. In August of this year alone, seventeen 
thousand Aleppo youth left the country to settle and work else-
where, especially in Egypt. We are fully suffering the departure 
of what remains of the skilled workforce and artisans. Small 
businesses that risk opening can no longer find skilled workers 
to run their machines; And it is other countries that benefit from 
our doctors, engineers, craftsmen, workers and other profes-
sionals who have been trained here in Syria and who contribute 
to economic growth or fill the gap of certain professions in other 
countries.

This summer we have seen many people arriving in Aleppo who 
had fled the war and migrated to other places. They returned to 
visit their relatives, to tidy up their houses that they had hastily 
abandoned and to dispose of their clothes and other property 
that had become useless, to renew their passports and to 
take care of the administrative procedures pending since their 
departure.

When asked how they got back to Aleppo, many of these 
people used the same formula: “We found SAD FACES.” These 
people from Aleppo who have returned to Aleppo after several 
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years of absence have expressed aloud what we have felt for a 
long time. People are sad, their faces are sad, their minds are 
sad, and their hearts are sadder. How can you expect it to be 
otherwise when you have been living between military bombs 
and the poverty bomb for 10 years?

Blue Marists’ projects
In this context, the Blue Marists continue to work to sow a little 
joy in the hearts of children and a little hope in the minds of 
adults, to help people to have a job and families to make ends 
meet. month, to educate children and also adults.

Our “Colibrí” (Hummingbird) project, which cares for displaced 
families in Shahba camp, continues its educational and medical 
activities and provides material support to families in food and 
hygiene matters. However, this project is threatened; the Turk-
ish army, which occupies the Syrian region of Afrin, is shelling 
the surroundings of the camp and has sent flyers to the pop-
ulation of the region to warn them of an imminent large-scale 
military operation “to liberate the region from terrorists” (sic) .

The “Shared Bread” project is highly appreciated by the people 
of Aleppo. Twelve ladies cook every day in our premises to 
prepare a daily hot dish (with fruit and bread) that our 25 vol-
unteers distribute (with a smile and an attentive ear) at noon to 
more than 200 elderly people who live alone, without family and 
without resources.

We have started a second phase of our “Vocational Training” 
program with 20 young adults whom we have apprenticed 

with a boss to learn a trade and become plumbers, carpenters, 
electricians, mechanics, painters, tailors, etc.

The “Microprojects” program continues with the training of 
adults to manage projects and the financing of projects with 
potential for success. Unfortunately, the economic crisis makes 
the chances of success lower.

Our two educational projects for children from 3 to 6 years old 
from poor and displaced families, respectively, “Learning to 
grow” and “I want to learn”, have not been able to accept all 
the requests and, unfortunately, they have had to reject children 
who need our help. Our facilities are used to the maximum of 
their capacity and cannot accommodate more than 210 chil-
dren and the 31 educators who accompany them.

“Semillas” (Seeds), the psychological support project, is grow-
ing enormously. Thirty volunteers, under the direction of our 
head psychologist, take care of 450 children from 3 to 16 years 
old through the “Lotus” program for the little ones and “Bam-
bú” (Bamboo) for the elderly, without forgetting the support for 
adults.

The “Handmade” program, continues to employ 13 women to 
recycle leftover fabrics into one-of-a- kind pieces for women. 
Fighting waste, protecting the environment and employing 
women are the principles of the project.

Candidates are rushing to enrol in the “Women’s Develop-

https://www.facebook.com/MaristesAlep/
https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-42-sad-faces/
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ment” project. Two groups of 
20 women are organised for 
sessions of three months. Gen-
eral culture workshops, health 
recommendations, personal 
training and an archaeological 
visit enrich the project, which 
also offers a space for coex-
istence and freedom to the 
participants.

Our adult training centre, our 
“MIT”, organizes workshops of 
12h, 20h and 56 hours of train-
ing on various useful topics. We 
can only accept 20 participants 
per workshop, who are led by 
the best experts in Aleppo.

The “Hope” project, ‘Esperan-
za’, consists of teaching English 
to mothers.

We continue to distribute milk to children under the age of 11 
“Gota de leche” (Drop of Milk), contributing to the cost of medi-
cal care for people in need (more than 150 medical procedures 
per month), paying the rent of 200 displaced families who can-
not afford it and delivering Every month, cash to 450 families in 
Aleppo sponsored by Polish families in a program organized by 
a Polish NGO.

The Blue Marists
The number of Blue Marists is growing; now we are 170 vol-
unteers and paid staff. New members must attend human and 
Marist formation sessions before being definitively admitted. 
Also, a regular training program is mandatory for all members.

We are convinced that the situation will not improve until the 
sanctions are lifted, so we ask for their end and we ask you, 
dear friends, to put pressure on your representatives and the 
authorities of your countries to put an end to the sanctions.

We are aware that everything we do is just a drop in the ocean 
of needs, but that drop is essential for the well-being of thou-
sands of families.

We try to make the faces of our compatriots a little less sad and 
it is not easy. We count on your solidarity and your prayers.

Aleppo, 2 November, 2021
Dr. Nabil Antaki – On behalf of the Blue Marists.

On 17th of November,  the General Council, in a 
celebration of thanksgiving held at the General 
House, thanked the brothers for the work carried 
out in the Institute. Brothers Colin Chalmers and 
Jeff Crowe at the General Administration, and for 
Brothers Antonio Peralta, Joe Walton, Joaquim 
Sperandio and Teófilo Minga from The Ongoing 
Formation team of the Marist International For-
mation Centre of Manziana. The General Council 
wishes the Brothers success in returning to their 
Administrative Units. Brother Antonio Peralta will 
be part of the community of the General House 
from January to August 2022.

https://www.facebook.com/MaristesAlep/
https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-42-sad-faces/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

The LaValla200> community in Moines-
ti, Romania, has been enriched by a new 
presence: Esmeralda Caudel, a volunteer from 

Mexico, specifically from Guadalajara.  She joins 
the brothers Mario Meuti and Fabian Rubio Navarro 
(Mediterranea) to form the community. Esmeralda 
had been waiting for almost a year, after completing 
the preparation program for the LaValla200> Project 
in 2020 and receiving her appointment to Moinesti. 
The pandemic had delayed and disrupted many 
projects but not her desire to join the community.
In Moinesti, it is not only the community that has 
grown.  Our Day Care Centre now has 14 children 
and others on the waiting list. The available space 
and anti-Covid measures do not allow further admissions at 
the moment, but even more than these factors, we have to be 
cautious in terms of numbers because of the workload involved 
in externally-supervised educational pathways tailored to the 
personal needs of each of the children.
The children come to the Centre directly from school, are given 
a hot meal and then helped with their homework. Then there 
are other educational activities to develop various basic skills 
and time for organised games and open play.

Next, the testimony of Esmeralda
When I heard about the Marist voluntary service, I felt a very 
strong desire to respond.  My first voluntary service in 2019 
was a call for me to change direction, to reconsider the 
meaning of life, and to rethink what I had been planning in 
life.  I needed to find a way back to the Father’s house, like the 
prodigal son.
So, our good Father-Mother and the Comforting Spirit have 
used me and my story to take me beyond the small and 
comfortable bounds of my life to go out to meet other brothers 
and sisters, who speak another language and who live very 
differently to me, culturally speaking. At the same time, we are 

all alike when it comes to talking about the battles fought and 
wounds received in our passage through this world.
The particular situation of the children in Moinesti strongly 
caught my attention since a number of them are being raised 
by their grandmothers. Their parents have been forced to 
migrate to other countries for financial reasons and a number 
have been absent for several years. Other children have not 
even met their biological parents.
Finally, as my brothers say, the language of love turns out to 
be universal. Maybe at this moment I still cannot fully commu-
nicate with the children at the Day Centre or with the people 
around me, but I realise that the simple fact of being there 
for them and helping them in any way I can, gives me back 
a sense of being my true self and having a purpose. I have 
always understood that working as a volunteer creates a two-
way healing situation. If I am willing to do a service, no matter 
how insignificant it may seem, God, our Good Father-Mother 
and the creative Spirit take care of healing hearts, restoring the 
purity and dignity of being children of God (the call of our first 
vocation) and therefore inspiring us to be brothers and sisters 
to everyone wherever we are in the world, always trying do 
good and intent on reflecting God’s love to each one of them.

ROMANIA

ESMERALDA CAUDEL, FROM MEXICO, JOINS THE 
LAVALLA200> COMMUNITY IN MOINESTI
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