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■ On November 22nd, the meeting of the Secretariat for 
Education and Evangelisation with the liaison councillors 
took place via Zoom to discuss the pending projects of the 
Secretariat, as well as the follow-up of the various initiatives 
since the launching of the Network of Schools. Brothers Luis 
Carlos Gutiérrez, Ben Consigli, Carlos Alberto Rojas, Mark 
Omede, Diugar Madera Buscarini and Francisco Javier Llamas 
Fernández participated.
■ From 22 to 27 November, Br Valdicer Civa Fachi, Director 
of CMI, will make an accompaniment visit to the Lavalla200> 
Community of Tabatinga, Brazil.
■ On 23 November, Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas, director 
of the Secretariat for Education and Evangelisation, held his 
first virtual meeting with the directors of the schools of the 
Province of Santa Maria de los Andes.
■ From the 24th to the 26th of November, Brother Ernesto 
Sanchez, Superior General, participated in the Assembly of 
Superiors General (USG), in person, in Rome. 

■ On 24 November, Br. Carlos Alberto Rojas, Diugar Madera 
Buscarini and Francisco Javier Llamas Fernández prepare for 
the formation day for European Marist leaders to be held in 
Rome in January.
■ From the 25th to the 28th of November, Brothers Ben 
Consigli and Joao Carlos Do Prado, Liaison Councillors for the 
European Region, will be in Dublin with the Provincial leaders 
of West Central Europe to discern the future of Marist life and 
mission in the Province.
■ On Saturday, November 27th, the annual “Tutti Fratelli” 
meeting of Brothers from various Congregations will be held 
in person at the De La Salle House in Rome. Several Superiors 
General will be present, including Brother Ernesto Sanchez 
and a group of Brothers from the General House.
■ On 29 November, the Network of CPVs (Provincial Coordi-
nators of Volunteers) celebrates two years of creation. Valdícer 
Fachi, Director of the WCC, and all the members of the 
Network will participate.

general administration

The ninth message of the 
Marist International Mission 
Commission, entitled “Regio-

nalisation and Champagnat’s Marist 
Mission – A Journey for our Global 
Family” and focuses on the process 
of regionalisation and its relations-
hip to Marist Mission.

The reflection, based on input from 
the Commission, is by Br Kevin 
Wanden of the Marist Oceania 
Region and Pacific District.

The message is a reflection on 
regionalisation in terms of Marist Mission and the opportunities 
for the future to develop a stronger Global Family in the service 
of children and young people, especially those most in need, 

and in the development of synergies 
for leadership, formation and the deve-
lopment of common service structures.

The Marist International Mission 
Commission – Champagnat, made 
up of Brothers and Lay people, took on 
the task of reflecting on the centrality 
of Marist mission in today’s world.

In this link you will find all the messa-
ges that the Commission has publis-
hed since January.

If you would like to share your ideas, 
reflections or experiences with the Commission following this 
message, you can write to the following e-mail address:  fms.
cimm@fms.it

MARIST INTERNATIONAL MISSION COMMISSION

REGIONALISATION AND CHAMPAGNAT’S MARIST MISSION

https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
mailto:fms.cimm%40fms.it?subject=
mailto:fms.cimm%40fms.it?subject=
https://champagnat.org/es/regionalizacion-y-mision-marista-de-champagnat-ix-mensaje-de-la-comision-internacional-de-mision-marista/
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I n September the Institute publis-
hed the revised Child Safeguarding 
Standards. The Standards were 

first published in 2012 and have now 
been reviewed and updated by the 
International Commission on Child 
Safeguarding. This revised document 
reflects our continued efforts to deve-
lop a culture of child safeguarding in 
our ministries and institutions. In this 
revised document the Commission 
has taken into account the Institutes 
commitment to the rights of children, 
the church’s pledge to protect children 
and vulnerable adults and the ex-
perience of our Administrative Units 
in dealing with the issues of child 
safeguarding.

From our very beginnings the institute 
has been committed to the safety of 
children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. Marcellin Champagnat often 
stressed the importance of respecting 
children and young people and providing appropriate care 
for them. This commitment is reflected in the statement 
from the 22nd General Chapter and the new Constitutions. 
During the 22nd General Chapter at Rionegro, Colombia, 
the delegates confirmed that the Marist Institute at all levels 
conforms to the highest standards of “child protection, so 
that all our works are child safe and child friendly.” (Sta-
tement of the Marist Brothers to Victims and Survivors of 
Abuse, 20th October, 2017). The new Constitutions also 
state that, “we ensure that all our houses, educational 
centres and social works are places where children, young 
people and vulnerable adults always feel safe and respec-
ted” (Const. 59).

Standards and guidelines to assist Provinces and Districts
The document contains Standards and guidelines to assist 
Provinces and Districts in reviewing and updating their 
policies and procedures for the safeguarding of children, 
young people and vulnerable adults. It is a reference for 
all Administrative Units in preparing or revising their own 
policies and procedures.

Our thanks go to the International Commission on Child 
Safeguarding for its work of review and updating. The 
commission, which began in September 2019, is made up 
of three brothers from the General Council: Ken McDonald 
(Superior General delegate for child safeguarding), Ben 
Consigli and Óscar Martin; and a representative group from 
various Regions: Br Gabriel Villa-Réal Tapias (L’Hermitage), 
Br Rogerio Renato Mateucci (Brazil Centro-Sul), Br Fortune 
Chakasara Chiedzo (Southern Africa) as well as Ms Deborah 
Swain (Australia), Ms Nancy Camilleri (West Central Europe), 
Ms Marcela Hormazabal (Santa Maria de los Andes) and Ms 
Qalista S. Dohny (East Asia).

At its Plenary Sessions in June 2021, the General Council 
studied and approved the text presented by the Commis-
sion.

Br. Ken McDonald, General Councillor – Superior General 
delegate for child safeguarding

PDF: English | Español | Français | Português

GENERAL HOUSE

CHILD SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS AND PROTOCOLS – 
MANUAL FOR THE ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS

https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/ChildSafeguardStandards_Marists.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/GuiaProteccionNinos_Maristas.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/StandardsProtectionEnfance_Maristes.pdf
https://www.champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/DiretrizesProtecaoCriancas_Maristas.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/child-safeguarding-standards-and-protocols-manual-for-the-administrative-units/
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The Superior General and his Council have appointed a 
new team for the Ongoing Formation of the Institute. 
It will be made up of Brothers: Br Xavier Barceló, from 

the Province of L’Hermitage, appointed for three years; Br. 
Michael Sexton, from the Province of Australia, appointed for 
three years; Br. Antonio Peralta, from the Province of Santa 
María de los Andes, extended for 10 months (in continuity with 
the previous team).

The new team, which begins its mandate in January 2022, will 
be based at the General House and will be part of the Commu-
nity of the General Administration. From there, they will animate 
the various courses and programmes that are organised, in 
person and online, using the facilities of the house in Manzia-
na, of the General House itself, and travelling for the formative 
actions that are organised in the Regions.

This team, co-ordinated by the Brothers’ Secretariat Today, will 

work to animate this area of formation in its various aspects. 
Among its first tasks will be to draw up the plan for ongoing 
formation for the next three years. In 2022, several courses are 
already planned, in continuity with the online formation begun 
by the current team in 2021.

We seek to move forward with ongoing training, responding to 
today’s needs and calls. It is a necessary instrument of growth 
which, as the Constitutions say (n. 78), is the responsibility of 
all, personally and as a community.

Joe Walton (Southern Africa), Joaquim Sperandio (Brasil 
Centro-Sul), Teófilo Minga (Compostela) and Antonio Peralta 
(Santa Ma. de los Andes) who will conclude their service next 
December. The Institute is grateful for their dedication and ge-
nerous service to the Institute in this area of ongoing formation.  
We also thank the Brothers Today Secretariat for their accom-
paniment in this area.

GENERAL HOUSE

NEW ONGOING FORMATION TEAM

Brother François was not only determined to continue the missionary work of the Brothers in Oceania. He was 
also determined to make the Founder’s statement “All the dioceses of the world come into our view” a reality.
He trained the brothers in other languages and cultures and in 1852 opened the first Marist school in England, 
then in 1858 opened the first school in Scotland and in the same year in Belgium.
The first three Brothers in London were Brother Gastan, Brother Procope (both French) and Brother Patrick (an 
Irishman from London). They took charge of the parish school in Spitalfields at the request of Father Quiblier, a 
Sulpician priest. The population of London was then 2,363,000, of whom 108,548 were born in Ireland.
Two years later, the first school was opened in Glasgow, where, years later, Brother Walfrid founded a football 
team, Celtic, to raise funds to support a free school and a soup kitchen for the poor.
Other episodes 

Br. François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

35. Foundations and extension to other countries

https://www.maristes.cat/
http://www.maristassociation.org.au/
https://www.maristas.cl/provincia
https://www.maristas.cl/provincia
https://champagnat.org/en/new-ongoing-formation-team/
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
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The Marist Foundation for International Solidarity (FMSI) 
together with the International Catholic Centre of 
Geneva (CCIG), Edmund Rice International (ERI) and 

Dominicans for Justice and Peace are holding a webinar on 
24 November – with the contribution of Misean Cara – on the 
human rights situation in Papua New Guinea.

The webinar will be held online from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. (Ita-
lian time) and from 18:00 to 19:30 p.m. (Italian time). (Italian 
time) and from 18:00 to 19:30 p.m. (Papua New Guinea time), 
in English and French. 
The webinar is part of a project initiated by FMSI and the 
Solidarity Secretariat, which is organized by 4 international 
organizations (FMSI among them) and supported by 15 orga-
nizations in Papua New Guinea. The project seeks to make 
available to actors in civil society a methodology for reporting, 
monitoring and reviewing urgent issues affecting human 
rights in the country through the Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR) process. This will enable local NGOs to be more effec-
tive in their advocacy activities, strengthen their collaboration 
with the PNG government, and ultimately improve the situa-
tion of those at risk of human rights violations. The project 
will achieve its goal and objectives through the organisation 
of national and international activities. (More information at 
FMSI and Secretariat 
of Solidarity: a new 
initiative in Papua 
New Guinea – Cham-
pagnat)
During the meeting, 
representatives of civil 
society and national 
and international 
institutions will dis-
cuss how to promote 
human rights in Papua 
New Guinea in light of 
the recommendations 
made to the country 
by the recent Universal 
Periodic Review, a 
process that provides 
for a periodic review by 
the UN of the human 
rights situation in all 
193 member states. 

Papua New Guinea
It is the second largest state in Oceania after Australia and is 
characterised by great biological and cultural diversity (a large 
number of language groups and rainforest in three quarters 
of the territory). It is interesting to highlight the situation of 
this country because, despite being a resource-rich country, 
almost 40% of the population lives in poverty. The extraction 
of mineral and natural resources by large multinational export 
companies has caused destruction of the country’s environ-
mental and social ecosystem, resulting in poverty, violence 
and inequality.

A quarter of primary and secondary school-aged children do 
not attend school, and of this percentage the majority are 
girls. Logging and mining industries often operate illegally and/
or with impunity; their activities have serious impacts on the 
human rights of local communities, such as the right to food, 
health and a safe and healthy environment. Local peoples 
are often denied the opportunity to give their free, prior and 
informed consent to mining activities. Increasing pressures on 
resources, coupled with climate change, are intensifying the 
country’s exposure to extreme events such as natural hazards 
and depletion of livelihood resources.

GENERAL HOUSE

FMSI WEBINAR ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA

https://fmsi.ngo/en/
https://ccig-iccg.org/
https://ccig-iccg.org/
http://www.edmundriceinternational.org/
https://un.op.org/en
https://www.miseancara.ie/
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCIG-Invitation-–-Online-Event-PNG-–-24-Nov-2021.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-and-secretariat-of-solidarity-a-new-initiative-in-papua-new-guinea-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-and-secretariat-of-solidarity-a-new-initiative-in-papua-new-guinea-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-and-secretariat-of-solidarity-a-new-initiative-in-papua-new-guinea-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-and-secretariat-of-solidarity-a-new-initiative-in-papua-new-guinea-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-and-secretariat-of-solidarity-a-new-initiative-in-papua-new-guinea-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-webinar-on-human-rights-in-papua-new-guinea/
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SPAIN

PREPARATIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
FORUM ON THE LAY MARIST VOCATION

As part of the preparations for the International 
Forum on the Lay Marist Vocation, the Extended 
Secretariat of the Laity, Brothers Today Secretariat 

and Forum Facilitators met on November 10th with repre-
sentatives of the laity from the provinces of Norandina, 
Santa Maria de los Andes and Ibérica. Also participating 
were the Links Councillors: Joao Carlos and Sylvain. 
Vicar General and the Coordinator of the European Team 
of Laity.

The main objective of the meeting was to get to know and 
bring together the experiences of the Link to the Charism 
conducted by the provinces of Norandina, Santa María de 
los Andes and Ibérica. These three provinces have been 
on this path for a number of years and are the only ones to 
have taken this step and given that it is one of the objecti-
ves of the Forum (the third) it is important to be aware of the 
process, its implications and how to welcome this experien-
ce in the Forum.

This meeting is one of several preparatory meetings for the 
International Forum. There have been meetings with other 
congregations which have experiences of lay associations 
and now meetings with Marist experiences.

Among the conclusions, or fruits of the exchange of this 
meeting, the following stand out:

The three provincial experiences have similarities in terms 
of their processes, lay maturity and even their difficulties 
along the way.

The experience is a charismatic vocational response, which 
responds to an itinerary that is accompanied by suitable 
people in each province.

The provincial experiences also show that it is a way of 
making more visible the vocation of the lay Marist.

The experiences highlight the relevance of life in community 
to accompany personal processes, the challenge of working 
with young adults to continue projecting the charism with a 
lay profile into the future.

It also points out that there is a free public commitment. It 
also emphasised the innovation of this experience, which has 
not yet been placed in the context of life in the Province.

The next meeting will be announced at a later date.

http://www.fmsnor.org/
https://www.maristas.cl/provincia
https://maristasiberica.com/
https://champagnat.org/es/preparatorios-para-el-forum-internacional-sobre-la-vocacion-marista-laical/
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GENERAL HOUSE 

20 NOVEMBER: INTERNATIONAL DAY
OF THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Human right groups have been reporting that millions of 
children in the world, especially girls, do not enjoy their 
rights. In the less developed regions of the world, their 

education is still perceived as having less value than that of 
boys. This condition shatters their dreams of a better future. 
Given that children face discrimination and marginalization 
everywhere on earth, the United Nations’ (UN) General As-
sembly (GA), on December 14, 1954, instituted the Internatio-
nal Day of the Rights of the Child (World Children’s Day) and 
adopted its Declaration in 1959 and the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1989 to promote children’s wel-
fare and rights. November 20th commemorates the date of 
the adoption of both the Declaration and the Convention. The 
fifty-four (54) articles of the CRC set out the rights of children 
and how governments are expected to promote them.

Some children who attend schools, institutions, and 
ministries in developing countries come from homes 
where they are looked after either by single parents, or 
relatives. Their families are poor and have no access to 
healthy food, good medical care, and school require-
ments. They experience marginalization and exclusion 
from the mainstream school activities if their disadvan-
taged and underprivileged condition is not considered. 
Champagnat’s sensitivity and attention to the needs of 
the poor and marginalized children pushed him to fight 
vigorously against any circumstances which hindered 
them from fully enjoying their rights. He often cautioned 
the Brothers against negligence and urged them ‘to be 
guardian angels to the children’by constantly being on 
their guard, vigilant and attentive to their needs.

https://champagnat.org/es/20-de-noviembre-dia-internacional-de-los-derechos-del-nino-2/
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SRI LANKA: MARIST INTERNATIONAL NOVITIATE

BRAZIL: BR. DEIVIS ALEXANDRE FISCHER BEGIN 
HIS MANDATE AS PROVINCIAL OF BRAZIL SUL-
AMAZÔNIA

CUBA: LAVALLA200> HOLGUÍN

EAST TIMOR: IRMAUN MARISTASUNITED STATES: MARIST YOUTH USA

marist world

LIBAN

World Children’s Day offers us, Marists of Champagnat, an 
opportunity to reflect on child rights advocacy, put children’s 
concerns at the fore and highlight their dignity while making 
sure that our school environments are safe and in good 
conditions for them. As we do this, let the views of Father 
Champagnat on the education of children be the bedrock of 
our inspirations and 
actions. At the foun-
dation of the Marist 
Institute, he had in 
mind ‘something 
better’ than teaching 
children secular 
subjects or cate-
chism. He wanted the 
Brothers to make children good Christians and good citizens. 
As Marist educators, therefore, we should be pro-active in 
ensuring that the rights of children are respected and make 
sure that they feel safe in our environment and enjoy their 
rights to education free of discrimination and marginaliza-
tion. We can determine their success by supporting all of 
them irrespective of their socio-economic background if we 

simply act in their best interest. We can eliminate practices 
associated with deficit thinking, blaming students’ families, 
socio-economic or cultural background for their poor perfor-
mance, within our schools and create conditions which allow 
all groups of students to succeed in their learning by simply 
providing the enabling learning environment that they need 

for their education.

This year’s World 
Children’s Day is taking 
place when life is gra-
dually coming back to 
normal as covid cases 
and deaths drop. One 
of the lessons we are 

taking from the pandemic is that, as humans, we are fragile 
and helpless and that to survive, we must be mindful of our 
environment and one another. Hopefully, this lesson will ins-
pire us as we continue to advocate for the rights of children 
and protect them from harm.

Brother Francis Lukong – Secretariat of Solidarity

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-childrens-day
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

With the aim of promoting the rights 
of children in the Marist Provinces, 
Brothers Ángel Diego and Francis 

Lukong, from the Solidarity Secretariat, mem-
bers of the Marist Foundation for International 
Solidarity (FMSI) and seven delegates from the 
Provinces of Mediterránea and Compostela par-
ticipated, on the 3rd, 8th, 10th, 15th and 17th of 
November, in a training course on “Mechanisms 
for the defence of the Rights of the Child before 
the United Nations”.

The training is conducted in five sessions, 
throughout the month of November, with the aim of training in 
different ways of advocacy before the United Nations. During 
the training, the different channels of participation, such as civil 
society, before the UN bodies are reviewed.

This training programme is part of the Solidarity Secretariat’s 

initiatives to promote children’s rights.

The aim of the training is to present the different possibilities of 
participation at the international level, to train Marist delegates 
in this work and to join concrete experiences in the defence of 
human rights in general and children’s rights in particular.

GENERAL HOUSE

SOLIDARITY SECRETARIAT
PROMOTES ADVOCACY MECHANISMS

Celebration of the Jubilarian Brothers of the Province Cruz del Sur
On 21 November, the province celebrated the 
jubilee of Brothers Francisco Romero Mén-
dez (25 years of profession), Celestino Lozano 
Montes (50 years of profession), Julián Villacé 
Rodríguez (60 years of profession), Neftalí Calvo 
Ortega (70 years of profession), Carlos Garola 
and Emilio Rubiolo (75 years of profession) in 
the chapel of the Villa Marista in Luján, Argenti-
na. During the ceremony, mention was also made of the Jubilarian Brothers of the year 2020, who, due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, had a virtual ceremony.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://fmsi.ngo/en/
https://fmsi.ngo/en/
https://www.maristasmediterranea.com/
https://maristascompostela.org/
https://champagnat.org/en/solidarity-secretariat-promotes-advocacy-mechanisms/

