
Tudella Newsletter    (November 2021)

… what a year!
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Editorial …    
“Let us be 
a family” 
(by Réal)

•

•

•



Articles 



Our Fraternity Night 
(by Gioan)   

In our community, with 10 young Brothers 
and only 1 novice, there are many activities 
where we encounter one another every day, 
and one of the special ones is our fraternity 
night with our Shalom group. 

There are four brothers (myself Gioan, 
Gaspar, Adelino, Isac), one lay Marist 
(Mateus) and one novice (Sujith). 

We gather every two months and I am really 
happy to have this space only for us, as this is 
the great opportunity for us to develop our 
relationships and create the possibility for us 
to share and enjoy together.  ☺



Our ‘Mixed’ 
Community 
(Duc)

On March 25th we had our First Profession celebration, and on that 
evening, we also had an initiation ceremony for the only novice 
based here, Sujith Alwis, from Sri Lanka. Due to the issue of traveling, 
the 10 young brothers are still in the Novitiate community. With the 
presence of Sujith, the Novitiate became a new-fashioned 
community, with 1 novice, 10 young brothers, 5 not so young 
brothers and 1 ex-novice whom we call our one Lay Marist.  ☺☺☺

The only element we’re missing to be a truly modern community is 
female members!



Kitchen 
Renovations 
(by Duc)

We are all living in the midst of a pandemic, so we have to

adapt with the situation when there is any sudden change. 

The second wave of virus hit Sri Lanka strongly. Therefore we 

are in lockdown again with a lot of restrictions that follow. 

We had a mid-semester break, yet we could not organize an 

outing, so we decided to renovate our kitchen. There was a 

lot of fun during our work, as seen in some of these pictures!



We realised here in Tudella that our 11 young 
Brothers post-profession weren't going anywhere 
soon, so, as well as teaching our Novices online, we 
decided to set up a similar online course structure for 
these Brothers, plus we’ve invited other young 
Brothers around the world to join in oursessions. 

Over the year we've benefitted from short courses 
offered by many Brothers and Lay Marists. 
A big ‘thank you’ to  all of you for the life and 
encouragement you’ve brought to our brothers, and 
no doubt received yourselves in return, most recently 
by  Darren Burge on ‘Prayer’, Mick Sexton on 
‘Community’,  Chris Poppelwell on ‘Laudato Si’, David 
Hall on ‘Marist Humility’, and Ray Arthur with his 
weekly sessions on ‘Champagnat’. 
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Lockdowns around the world have brought many a deep frustration and 
loneliness, … some have been brought to the brink of despair. 
But Zoom and other platforms have offered a way forward for many in our 
Marist world, including our young Brothers in Temporary Vows.

Supplemented by theology programs offered by online Universities and 
by IFRS in Manila (where the brothers were supposed to go for their post-
Novitiate formation), we seem to have made the best of things under 
difficult circumstances. 

So, lockdown blessings from all of us here at Tudella. We’re going OK! 

Marist Studies
(by Rod)

Zoom session with Br Tony Leon, on ‘Mentoring’



Our Post-Novitiate Life (by Duy)

Aside from our studies, our work here also includes time to work in the garden, in 

order to maintain our place. With good rain over the last few months, everything is 

green. We really enjoy and are thankful to the Lord, for all the goodness that has been 

bestowed in our life here. 



Over the last three weeks, my fellow brothers and I 
celebrated International Religious Brother’s Day, at our 
local community in Sri Lanka. 

It was truly an amazing experience that I had in life. 
The reason was that we weren’t given the 
opportunity to celebrate like this on most days. The 
Covid-19 pandemic that is currently occurring, didn’t 
affect us as we had organized the event well. 

As a result, we had invited more brothers from other 
local communities. We shared each other’s company 
had some drinks together, so it was truly a good 
opportunity to spend time with the other brothers. In 
my spare time, I love to spend time with my local 
community.

9

“International Religious Brothers Day”  
(by Duy)



Portuguese 
(by Isac)

• On behalf of the East Timor Brothers, we are very happy to have had Portuguese classes 
with Brother João from Brazil, taught in Google Meet. We had these twice a week every 
Monday and Friday at 8:00 p.m. Sri Lankan time and 11:30 a.m. in Brazil. 

• We studied grammar, vocabulary and practiced speaking. We give thanks to Br. João who 
gave his time to teach us during this period. We really appreciated his teaching, even though 
some of us still  find it a bit difficult to express words in Portuguese, but at least we can 
understand what he has taught us. 



• We celebrated Sri Lankan Independence Day earlier this year, on 4th of February. We were very happy 
in that celebration because it was organized by the Sri Lankan Brothers in our own community and next 
door, the Hermitage community.

• Particularly we would like to thank Br Chinthana, for all his organising. He brought different traditional 
objects to display for us. So, all of us in the community were really happy to be involved and we supported 
the brothers by doing the decorations in the chapel and the dining room. 

• As well, at the start of the evening we had a Mass with a Sri Lankan theme, plus at this time we 
welcomed Br Godfrey to our community.  

Sri Lankan Independence Day
(by Adelino Soares)

•



With great 
sadness …

•

•

•
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A Day in our lives! …                                             
in memory of Tissaka  (by Adelino)

•

•

•

•
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Rod’s Farewell Speech
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Goodbye!
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