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ONE MORE STEP TOWARDS THE NEW FRATELLI PROJECT

There is great value in being MARIST today.

The team in charge of the development of the 
Fratelli Project of the De La Salle Brothers and 
the Institute of the Marist Brothers continues to 

work on the implementation of the Fratelli Project in 
Maicao, Colombia. An inter-congregational group, 
from November 15th to 19th, was on site, and in con-
tact with the Marists and Lasallians, followed the con-
tacts and planning, in order to begin this new project, 
which it is hoped will become a reality in the course of 
2022. The team visited twelve settlements in the mu-
nicipality, inhabited mostly by migrant families, where 
a situation of extreme poverty and inequality in terms 
of access to fundamental rights such as health, food, 
education, among others, was evident.

As well as continuing the process of observing the si-
tuation in Maicao, this visit also helped to strengthen 
relations and mutual understanding between the De 
La Salle Brothers and the Marists. Likewise, the basic 
agreements for the opening of the Fratelli Maicao pro-
ject were advanced and contact was made with other 
representatives of the Catholic Church in the region.

After this five-day tour and in order to open up the ‘Fra-
telli Maicao’ project, the reference team will continue to 
bring its proposals and recommendations to the Fratelli 
Council. The Fratelli Council will analyse and give the 
necessary orientations for the beginning of the Fratelli 
Maicao Community, which is projected to begin in 2022.

The Fratelli Project was created in 2016, by the Con-
gregations of the De La Salle Brothers and the Marist 
Brothers, with the aim of showing a new fraternity,

https://champagnat.org/en/one-more-step-towards-the-new-fratelli-project-in-maicao/
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PROVINCE L'HERMITAGE

BARTIMEU ITINERARY ON PROTECTION

During the year 2021, in the Province of 
L’Hermitage, the Bartimeu Itinerary (in reference 
to the Gospel “Lord, make him see”) took pla-

ce, an itinerary on child protection that focused on four 
stages, focussing on victims, aggressors, the change 
of institutional culture and the commitment to the deve-
lopment of safe areas. The training was organised by 
the child protection 
team of the Province 
of L’Hermitage and 
was addressed to 
Marist Brothers, pro-
tection teams, heads 
of schools and social 
work and open to 
those responsible for 
communication and 
protection in the Ma-
rist Provinces of Euro-
pe, who gave a very 
positive evaluation.

The Itinerary commenced in February and was inaugu-
rated with an address by Brother Provincial, Pere Ferré, 
saying that “without putting the victims at the centre, 
there is the risk of not getting to the heart of the matter, 
or in wishing to implement programmes which are all 
very well, but which have no soul”.

During the four stages, the speakers, from various bac-
kgrounds and experts in different professional fields, 
provided the participants with an approach to the sub-
ject from different perspectives. Thus, they drew up a 
profile of the abuser and analysed the impact that he 
can have on children; they analysed the causes and 
motivations of the triggers of abuse; they reflected on 
what we can do to help create a culture of child protec-
tion in religious institutions, and finally, they shared the 
Marist Institute’s own experiences on how we are expe-
riencing this change of culture in the different countries 
and on the role of the protocols and guidelines for the 
protection of children and young people.

The Bartimeus Itinerary ended on the 25th November 
with the words of Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar 
General of the Marists, who closed the formative pro-

cess with a reference to the blindness of the person 
who gives the name to the programme, Bartimeu, and 
said that this image helps us “to accept that we have 
been blind by action or omission” and to see that “every 
process of change requires a regeneration, a new look, 
a new sensitivity towards children, their rights and our 
role as educators”.

The speakers on the 
Bartimeu Itinerary 
were:
• Juan Carlos 
Cruz, Chilean jour-
nalist and one of 
the victims of sexual 
abuse by the priest 
Fernando Karadima.
• Maria Dolors 
Petitbò, psychologist 
and founding mem-

ber of the Foundational Unit of Attention to Sexual 
Abuse of Minors (UFAM) of the Hospital San Juan 
de Dios in Barcelona.

• Bro. Brendan Geary, Marist Brother, former Provin-
cial of the Province of West Central Europe, tea-
cher, spiritual director and psychotherapist.

• Stéphane Joulain, psychotherapist and priest, 
member of the Society of Missionaries of Africa 
(White Fathers), and author of several books on the 
causes of abuse.

• Br. Ken McDonald, General Councillor of the Insti-
tute of the Marist Brothers.

• María Rosaura González Casas, Sister of the So-
ciety of St. Teresa of Jesus and professor at the 
Pontifical Gregorian University.

• Br. Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General of the Insti-
tute of the Marist Sisters.

The members of the co-ordinating bodies for child pro-
tection in the different countries of the Province are: An-
géla Mészarosné Nagy (Hungary), Eirini Petraki (Gree-
ce), Raimon Novell (Catalonia) and Julien Monghal 
(France).

This link will allow you to watch the sessions of the itine-
rary in YouTube.

https://champagnat.org/en/bartimeu-itinerary-on-protection-in-the-province-of-lhermitage/
https://champagnat.org/en/bartimeu-itinerary-on-protection-in-the-province-of-lhermitage/
https://champagnat.org/en/bartimeu-itinerary-on-protection-in-the-province-of-lhermitage/
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AFRIQUE CENTRE-EST 

VII PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

Under the motto of “Leaders-
hip and Communication at 
the Service of Unity”, the VIIth 

Chapter of the Province of Central 
East Africa gathered at the Centre 
D’accueil Mater Boni Consilii in Bu-
tare, Rwanda, with 19 Brothers as 
members of the Chapter, from De-
cember 14 to 17.

The opening words of the Chapter 
were from Br Théoneste Kalisa, fo-
llowed by Br Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, who 
addressed to the assembly few words. He stressed the 
unity we have as an Institute, being all members of one 
global family.

The moderators of the Chapter were Brothers Albert 
Nzabonaliba and Christian Gisamonyo, and Secretaries 
of the Chapter were Brothers Fabien Bulaimu and Tho-
mas Omari. Tellers of the Chapter were Brothers Spiri-
dion Ndanga and Ignace Mbaruramye.

Once the Bureau of the Chapter was elected, Br Théo-
neste Kalisa pronounced the report from his adminis-
tration for the past three years and declared open the 
works of the VIIth Provincial Chapter.

Then an important moment was the installation of Br 
Venceslas Baindekeli as Provincial, done by Br. Ernesto, 
who handed the symbols of authority to the new Brother 
Provincial:  stamp, the Constitutions and the list of the 
Brothers of PACE.  He then declared Br. Venceslas Bain-
dekeli the new Provincial of PACE, who pronounced his 
speech that reflected the vision of his mandate for the 
coming three years.

The participants also dedicated some time to discuss, 
actualize and approve the Norms of the Province and 
the Rules of the Chapter (for the VIII Provincial Chapter 
in 2024).  After the modifications made, the document 
will be sent to Rome for approval and then to distribute 
it to the communities.    

After having the main priorities that the new administration will focus on, the assembly elected the members 
of the Provincial Council, that will accompany Br Venceslas Baindekeli in the coming three years of service. 
The new elected members are Brothers Valerian Kalendelo, Jean Mfurayase, Thomas Omari, Fabien Bu-
laimu and Albert Nzabonaliba.

>>

https://champagnat.org/en/chapter-of-the-province-of-central-east-africa/
https://champagnat.org/en/chapter-of-the-province-of-central-east-africa/
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WEST AFRICA

FINAL PROFESSION OF BR. LAWRENCE DOE WONIPOKUEH

PRIORITIES FOR THE PROVINCE

In order to reflect on these important objectives as a 
Chapter, the assembly had an opportunity to listen and 
read different documents and presentations:  a letter 
from Br Ernesto Sánchez B., S.G. who gave us the sum-
mary of the sondage conducted by the General Council 
on PACE;  the survey prepared by the Preparatory Com-
mission of this VII Provincial Chapter;  the report from Br 
Théoneste Kalisa and the initial words of Br Venceslas 
Baindekeli;  and the financial report presented by Br 
Kiko Baeza, Econome Provincial.  

With all the material received, the assembly needed to 
find the Priorities that would help us to focus our efforts 
for the coming years:  2021-2024.  What follows here 
below, are the four priorities chosen.  The assembly su-
ggested some concrete lines of action, that the new Pro-
vincial Council will consider, and once they will arrange 
them accordingly, they will communicate to the Province 
after their first meeting.

Those are the priorities:
• Marist Identity and Unity
• Leadership and Governance

• Sustainability and Accountability
• Marist Vocation ministry.

Participants

Brothers present, residents in the five countries of our 
Province, were:
• Elected Chapter Members: Brothers  Adolphe Pa-

luku, Albert Nzabonaliba, Christian Gisamonyo, 
Désiré Shamabale, Edouard Yatha, Fabien Bulaimu, 
Félix Banam, Ignace Mbaruramye, Jean Mfurayase, 
Rémy Mbolipasiko, Spiridion Ndanga and Valerian 
Kalendelo. Brother Antoine Kazindu was also elec-
ted, but could not join the Chapter.

• Members by right: Brothers Venceslas Baindekeli, 
Théoneste Kalisa, Crescent Karerangabo, Masum-
buko Mununguri, Patrick Nangale, Thomas Omari, 
and Kiko Baeza.

• From the General Administration:  Brother Ernesto 
Sánchez Barba, Superior General

• Observer: Br Teo Grageda.
• Supportive team: Br Bernard Ntigura.

Download Newsletter – VII Provincial Chapter

Br. Lawrence Doe Wonipokuen, from the Marist Province of West Africa, on 18 December, celebrated the Perpe-
tual Profession as Marist Brother. Brother Cyprian Gandeebo, Provincial, received his vows.

The event which took place at 
the St Francis Parish, Pleebo in 
the Cape Palmas Diocese, Li-
beria, was attended by many 
Chrisitans. The mass was led by 
Most Rev. Andrew J. Karnley, the 
local ordinary.

https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/2021_ChaptercommunicationProvince_EN.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/final-profession-of-br-lawrence-doe-wonipokueh/
https://champagnat.org/en/final-profession-of-br-lawrence-doe-wonipokueh/
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BRASIL CENTRO-NORTE

ASSEMBLY AND CHAPTER OF THE PROVINCE

From 13 to 18 December, the Brothers of the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte participated in the Assembly 
and VII Provincial Chapter, to outline the paths of the Administrative Unit for the next three years, to elect the 
Provincial Council and to define the calls and priorities of the Marist Mission in the Province. In addition to 

the Brothers of the Chapter, the other Brothers of the Province participated in virtual mode. Also present were the 
General Councillors and link Councillors with the Region of América Sur, Brothers Óscar Martín and Sylvain Raman-
dimbiarisoa, and the Vicar General, Br. Luis Carlos Gutiérrez.

The theme of the two meetings was: “embracing the future with prophecy”.

On 16 December, the first day of the Chapter, Br José 
de Assis Elias de Brito took office as the new Provincial 
Superior, replacing Br Ataide José de Lima, who had 
led the Province for the last six years. “I will strive tire-
lessly every day, renewing my ‘Yes to the Lord’ for the 
service of the Kingdom, as a Brother, defending the Ma-
rist Charism in its three fundamental axes: Spirituality, 
Mission and Shared Fraternal Life. I know that I will not 
be alone in this journey, given that the fraternity has gi-
ven me Brothers, ‘wonderful companions’, who show, by 
their availability for the service of the Kingdom, a great 
predisposition to walk together, with a great missionary 
spirit at the service of children, adolescents and young 
people”, said the new Provincial.

On the second day of the Chapter, the Brothers who will 
make up the Provincial Council were elected. They are 
Brothers Adalberto Batista Amaral, Davi Nardi, Lúcio 
Gomes Dantas and Márcio Henrique Ferreira da Costa. 
Brother Adalberto accepted the challenge of becoming 
Vice-Provincial and Director of the Religious Organisa-
tion. Br. Iranilson Correia de Lima will assume the role of 
Vice-President of the Academics Institutions.

CALLS AND PRIORITIES OF THE MA-
RIST MISSION IN THE PROVINCE

As a result of the reflections and discussions of the ca-
pitulants, four calls for the next triennium have been ap-
proved:

Tot Witness the prophecy we proclaim.
• To revive consecrated religious life
• To assume humanization and equity as fundamental 

criteria for decision making.
• To deepen the option for the poorest as a com-

mitment to build global citizenship.

https://champagnat.org/en/assembly-and-chapter-of-the-province-of-brasil-centro-norte/
https://champagnat.org/en/assembly-and-chapter-of-the-province-of-brasil-centro-norte/
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APPOINTMENTS OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General, has presented a summary of the appointments made by the 
General Council in recent months. In his letter of 10 December, addressed to the Superiors of Admi-
nistrative Units, he listed the appointments of Provincials, members of the General Administration and 

participants in International Mission projects. We reproduce this list below.

PROVINCIALS:

• Br. Venceslas Baindekeli Beimoyato (Bro. Babey), 
as Provincial of East Central Africa (PACE) for a 
first three-year term, starting on 14 December 
2021. We thank Br Théoneste Kalisa Ruhando for 
his six years of service as Provincial.

• Br. José de Assis Elias de Brito, as Provincial of 
Brasil Centro Norte, for a first three-year term, 
starting on 17 December 2021. We thank Br Atai-
de José de Lima for his six years of service as 
Provincial.

• Br. Raúl José Schönfeld Hergenreder, as Provin-
cial of Cruz del Sur, for a second three-year term 
of office, starting on 07 December 2021. His man-
date is extended for two months, given that the 
Provincial Chapter has been postponed and will 
be held on 20 December 2021.

• Br. José Abel Muñoz Gutiérrez as Provincial of 
Ibérica, for a first three-year term, starting on 26 
December 2021. We thank Br. Moisés Alonso Pé-
rez for his six years of service as Provincial.

• Br. Máximo Blanco Morán as Provincial of Com-
postela, for a first three-year term, starting on 27 
December 2021. We thank Br. Tomás Briongos 
Rica for his six years of service as Provincial.

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION:

• Br. Jorge Gaio (Brasil Centro-Sul) as General 
Bursar, for a first three-year term, beginning on 1 
January 2022. Our thanks to Br Libardo Garzón 
(Norandina) for his seven years of service as Ge-
neral Bursar and member of the community of the 
General Council.

• Br. Patrick McNamara (United States), as Leader 
of the community of the General Administration, 
for a first three-year term, starting on 7 January 

2022. We thank Br. Antonio Sancamillo (Medite-
rránea) for his six years as Superior of the com-
munity of the General Administration.

• Ongoing Formation Team: Brs. Xavier Barceló 
Maset (Hermitage), Michael Sexton (Australia), 
for three years starting from 1 January 2022, and 
Br. Antonio Peralta Porcel (Sta. Maria de los An-
des), who will continue until 31 August 2022. They 
will be part of the community of the General Ad-
ministration in Rome.

• We thank Brothers Teófilo Minga (Compostela), 
five and a half years in Manziana, Joaquim Spe-
randio (Brasil Centro-Sul), one year in El Esco-
rial and three years in Manziana, Joseph Walton 
(Southern Africa), three years in Manziana, for 
their service in the various ongoing formation pro-
grams.

• Extended Secretariat of the Laity: Ms. Alida Bodo-
manitra (Madagascar) and Mr. Nathan Ahearne 
(Australia), as members of the Extended Secreta-
riat of the Laity team for three years, starting on 1 
November 2021. We thank Mrs Carole Wark (Aus-
tralia) for her three years of service as part of the 
Extended Secretariat of the Laity.

• Br. Ataide José de Lima (Brasil Centro Norte), as 
a member of the Commission for the revision of 
the Formation Guide, for 3 years, starting on 1 
September 2021. We thank Br Rubens Falqueto 
(Brasil Centro-Norte) for his participation in this 
commission for one year.

• Br. Miguel Fernandes Ribeiro (Brasil Centro-Sul), 
as a member of the International Mission Commis-
sion, for 3 years, starting on 1 December 2021.

• Ms. Dorotea Cinanni (Italia), as Director of the 
General House Archives Department, effective 
1 November 2021. We thank Br Colin Chalmers 
(West Central Europe) for his 8 years of service as 
Director of the General House Archives.

• Ms. Benedetta Di Stefano, as FMSI project mana-
ger, for one year, starting on 2 November 2021.

>>
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REST IN PEACE

BROTHERS DECEASED IN 2021

• The coordination of the formation programmes 
and the accompaniment of the Lavalla200 com-
munities will be taken over by the director of CMI, 
Br Valdícer Fachi, together with other collabora-
tors, from 1 December 2021. We thank Br Jeffrey 
Crowe (Australia) for his six years of service as 
director of the formation programme and accom-
paniment of these international communities.

INTERNATIONAL MISSION PRO-
JECTS:

• Ms. Regina Biasibetti (Brasil Sul-Amazonia), ex-

tension of her membership of the Lavalla200> 
community of Syracuse until July 2022.

• Br. Anthony Clark (Australia), extension of his 
membership of the Lavalla200> community in At-
lantis until December 2022.

• Marist District of Asia: The following Brothers start 
or renew their stay in the Marist District of Asia: Br 
Joseph Walton (Southern Africa) for three years, 
Br Anselmo Kim (East Asia) for a further three 
years, Br Pierre Joseph (Madagascar) for a fur-
ther three years.

At the end of the year, we want to thank the life and dedication of the 121 Brothers who have left for the 
Father’s house. Next, we share the list. May the Lord receive them in His glory.

January

• Roque Ari Salet - 04/01/2021, Brazil 
(Brasil Sul-Amazônia)

• Francisco Javier Ocaranza - 
05/01/2021, Mexico (México Occi-
dental) - 

• Fernando Hinojal Citores - 
08/01/2021, Spain (Mediterránea)

• Yvon Bédard - 09/01/2021, Canada
• Ignacio Úcar Ursúa - 14/01/2021, 

Spain (Mediterránea)
• Gérald Morin - 15/01/2021, Canada
• Georges Albert Hakim - 16/01/2021, 

Syria (Mediterránea)
• Donald Nugent - 17/01/2021, United 

States
• David Austin Christian - 17/01/2021, 

Australia
• Daniel Gutiérrez Jiménez - 

20/01/2021, Spain (Mediterránea)
• Jean-Baptiste Néron - 20/01/2021, 

Canada
• Julio Ángel Zabala López - 

21/01/2021, Spain (Mediterránea)
• Raphaël Tremblay - 22/01/2021, 

Canada
• Cristóbal Castillo Ramírez - 22/01/2021, 

Mexico (México Occidental)
• Robert Chagnon – 23/01/2021, Canada
• Thaddée Croteau - 24/01/2021, Canada
• Fernando Lemos Franco - 25/01/2021, 

Spain (Ibérica)
• Wilfredo Engane Lubrico - 25/01/2021, 

Philippines (East Asia)
• Salvador Torre López - 26/01/2021, 

Mexico (México Central)
• Esteban Villalba Astarriag - 27/01/2021, 

Spain (Ibérica)
• Joseph Hans Simon Mura - 28/01/2021, 

Malaui (Southern Africa)
• Fernand Benoit - 28/01/2021, Canada

February
• Sergio Vázquez Mora - 01/02/2021, 

Mexico (México Occidental)
• Pascal Shanyungu Amani - 

01/02/2021, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (Central East Africa)

• Francisco Javier Pérez Pa - 
01/02/2021, Venezuela (Norandina)

• Pere Borras Gracia - 05/02/2021, 
Spain (L’Hermitage)

• Maladeny Pathiratnelage - 
08/02/2021, Sri Lanka (South Asia)

• Aloysio Bebulo (Religious - 
12/02/2021, Malaui (Southern Africa)

• John Francis Smyth - 26/02/2021, 
Australia

https://champagnat.org/en/brothers-deceased-in-2021/
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March
• Denis Marcel Popelier - 02/03/2021, 

Belgium (West Central Europe)
• Louis Hochet - 02/03/2021, France 

(L’Hermitage)
• Richard Hemeryck - 03/03/2021, 

France (L’Hermitage)
• Jean Bernard Rasabo - 08/03/2021, 

Madagascar
• Denis Mathew Gallavin - 08/03/2021, 

New Zealand (District Pacific)
• José Vinco – 09/03/2021, Brasil 

Centro-Norte
• Paul-Émile Jutras - 13/03/2021, 

Canada
• Alfredo Roig Palomares - 14/03/2021, 

Spain (Ibérica)
• Rubén Eugenio Seipel - 15/03/2021, 

Argentina (Cruz Del Sur)
• Dorvalino Tolotti - 19/03/2021, Brazil 

(Brasil Sul-Amazônia)
• Francisco Javier López - 19/03/2021, 

Argentina (Cruz Del Sur)
• Michel-Joseph Voute - 28/03/2021, 

France (L’Hermitage)

April
• Alejandro Saiz Fernández - 

01/04/2021, Spain (Ibérica)
• Emilio García García - 01/04/2021, 

Spain (Ibérica)
• Eugenio Magdaleno Prieto - 

07/04/2021, Argentina (Cruz Del Sur)
• Rubén Velázquez Coronel - 

08/04/2021, Paraguay (Cruz Del Sur)

May
• Jean Baptiste Delalande -  

01/05/2021, Lebanon (Mediterránea)
• João Ferreira Torres - 03/05/2021, 

Portugal (Compostela)
• Jean Baptiste de la Salle - 

14/05/2021, Madagascar
• Patrick Charles Fisk - 15/05/2021, 

Australia 
• Peter Silverthorne Hender - 

15/05/2021, New Zealand (District 
Pacific)

• José Ramón García Sierra - 15/05/2021, 
Spain (Compostela)

• Paul Chanel Gallagher - 18/05/2021, 
Australia 

• Richard Robert Johnson R 19/05/2021, 
Philippines (East Asia)

• Graciliano Torres Balleste - 20/05/2021, 
Spain (Compostela)

• Isaac Diez Olea - 24/05/2021, Argentina 
(Cruz Del Sur)

• José María García Rodríguez - 
26/05/2021, Venezuela (Norandina)

• Modesto Piva - 29/05/2021, Brazil (Bra-
sil Sul-Amazônia)

• Robert Lee - 30/05/2021, Reino Unido 
(West Central Europe)

June
• Giacomo Deromedi - 08/06/2021, Italia 

(Mediterránea)
• Jesús Sainz de Vicuña - 11/06/2021, 

Spain (Ibérica)
• Santiago Sánchez Gascón11/06/2021, 

Paraguay (Cruz Del Sur)
• Servando Vargas Robles - 12/06/2021, 

Mexico (México Central)
• Bernard Méha - 15/06/2021, France 

(L’Hermitage)
• Arcadio Calvo Díez - 16/06/2021, Co-

lombia (Norandina)
• Ronald Barabino - 17/06/2021, United 

States
• Wilfrid Breton - 19/06/2021, Canada 
• Mario Salvador Ramírez S 22/06/2021, 

Paraguay (Cruz Del Sur)
• Juan Amezcua Melgoza - 30/06/2021, 

Mexico (México Central)
• Jorge Mejía Duclaud - 30/06/2021, 

Mexico (México Occidental)

July
• Joseph (Shedien) Dufress - 04/07/2021, 

Singapur (East Asia)
• Sumner Herrick - 11/07/2021, United 

States

• Mark Poro - 20/07/2021, Solomon 
Islands (Australia)

• Hugh Turley - 25/07/2021, United 
States

• Innocente Victor Rossetto - 
29/07/2021, Brazil (Brasil Sul-Ama-
zônia)

August
• André-Joseph Barçon - 01/08/2021, 

France (L’Hermitage)
• Victoriano Galeron Gonzal - 

07/08/2021, Spain (L’Hermitage)
• Ramir Farré Badia - 08/08/2021, 

Spain (L’Hermitage)
• Georges Roussos - 17/08/2021, Gre-

cia (L’Hermitage)
• Julián García García - 17/08/2021, 

Spain (L’Hermitage)
• Francisco Revilla Martín - 21/08/2021, 

Spain (Compostela)
• Marcel-lí Pujol Saurat - 24/08/2021, 

Spain (L’Hermitage)

September
• Zósimo Pérez Mañueco - 05/09/2021, 

Guatemala (América Central)
• Gilles Paquette - 06/09/2021, Canada
• Roger Van Bruwaene - 07/09/2021, 

Belgium (West Central Europe)
• Manel Andreva Alegre - 09/09/2021, 

Spain (L’Hermitage)
• Cosmas Nnaemeka Mark - 

12/09/2021, Nigeria 
• Auxibio Franco Villares - 13/09/2021, 

Mexico (México Occidental)
• Lucinio Pérez Porras - 14/09/2021, 

Spain (Mediterránea)
• Florentino Hidalgo Cueva - 

20/09/2021, Spain (L’Hermitage)
• Patrick John Woods - 30/09/2021, 

New Zealand (District Pacific)

October
• Nabor González Gómez - 02/10/2021, 

Mexico (México Occidental)

Hermanos fallecidos en 2021
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• Léopold Duchesne - 06/10/2021, 
Canada

• Blas Gutiérrez Fernández - 
06/10/2021, Spain (Compostela)

• Lázaro Maroto Cidad - 06/10/2021, 
Spain (América Central)

• Andrew Mkparu - 07/10/2021, Nigeria
• Francisco José Castellano - 

08/10/2021, Spain (Compostela)
• Luis Ordoñez López - 10/10/2021, 

Colombia (Norandina)
• Raúl Luis Martínez Linares - 

11/10/2021, Spain (Ibérica)
• Faustino Ampudia Oveja - 

11/10/2021, Spain (Compostela)
• Redmond Maurice Casey - 

12/10/2021, Australia
• Michael Isidore Oruche - 14/10/2021, 

Nigeria 
• Joseph Okunjiofor Muoka - 

15/10/2021, Nigeria 
•  Benedicto Gutiérrez Alonso - 

20/10/2021, Venezuela (Norandina)
•  Bruno Nebreda del Álamo - 

24/10/2021, Spain (Ibérica)
•  José Tenas Soler - 26/10/2021, Chile 

(Santa María De Los Andes)
•  Jesús Pérez Álvarez - 31/10/2021, 

Spain - (Compostela)

November
•  João Olide Costenaro - 02/11/2021, 

Brazil (Brasil Sul-Amazônia)
•  Gregorio Luengo Rivero - 03/11/2021, 

Spain (Compostela)
•  José Capelo Ordóñez - 12/11/2021, 

Spain (Compostela)
•  Nicolás Rodríguez Beneite - 

20/11/2021, Spain (Compostela)
•  Herbert Kühner - 24/11/2021, Alemania 

(West Central Europe)

December
•  Roger Guertin - 01/12/2021, Canada
•  Emilio Rubiolo - 02/12/2021, Argenti-

na (Cruz Del Sur)
•  Bryan Michael McKay - 07/12/2021, 

New Zealand (District Pacific)
•  Felipe Santamaria Rodríguez - 

11/12/2021, Spain (L’Hermitage)
•  Mauro Mangas García - 13/12/2021, 

Spain (Compostela)
• Francisco Hierro Resines – 

16/12/2021, Spain (Ibérica)
•  Thomas Petitte - 17/12/2021, United 

States
•  Rafael Rengifo Reina - 19/12/2021, 

Colombia (Norandina)
•  Cyril Quinlan – 23/12/2021, Australia
•  Emery Nash – 24/12/2021, Australia

MADAGASCAR

PERPETUAL PROFESSION OF BR. FELIX RAKOTONDRAINIBE

Brother Felix Olivier Rakotondrainibe, of the Pro-
vince of Madagascar, pronounced his perpetual 
vows in the congregation of the Marist Brothers 

on Sunday 12 December 2021. The celebration took 
place in the Church of the Holy Trinity, Ambohipeno, 
Antsirabe. As his theme, he chose the biblical verse “By 
your perseverance, you will save your souls” (Lk 21, 19).

Two important moments marked the celebration of his 
consecration to the Lord. The evening before, a moment 
of thanksgiving took place in the chapel of the Welco-
me Centre, Mahatamana. This time of prayer allowed 
Bro. Félix to give witness to his vocational journey. In 
the presence of the brothers, members of his family and 
guests, he shared the long road he has travelled to res-
pond to the call of Christ.

The other moment was the celebration of the Eucharist 
where the ceremony of profession took place in the pre-
sence of many parishioners and guests. In fact, repre-
sentatives of the Marist schools of the Province came 
to take part in the celebration as a sign of communion. 
During his homily, the celebrant insisted on the gift of his 
person to the Lord. Vocation is a free gift from the Lord 

and our response to his call is also the fruit of his grace. 
The joy of serving Him, the gift of fidelity and perseve-
rance in following Him are proof of His love.

After the Mass, a fraternal meal in the large hall of the 
Mahatamana Welcome Centre brought together the 
guests.

https://champagnat.org/en/perpetual-profession-of-br-felix-rakotondrainibe-in-antsirabe/
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COLOMBIA

THE YEAR COMES TO AN END AT THE LA VALLA 
INTERPROVINCIAL NOVITIATE OF MEDELLÍN

2021, in the Interprovin-
cial Novitiate La Valla 
of Medellín, Colombia, 

has been a year lived with 
confidence in God and in his 
project, betting on the proper 
of formation with the condi-
tions of the pandemic.

We planned the arrival of 
the first-year novices with 
the possibility of some delay 
due to the pandemic mea-
sures, but, fortunately, they 
all arrived as planned. Even 
without vaccinations in the 
first months of the year, we 
spent the first weeks with pre-
ventive measures. Everything 
went very smoothly and 
without any problems.

A new formation team started 
in 2021, Brothers Jesús Hernández (México Occidental) 
and Geovanni Velasco (Norandina), coming from Mexi-
co and Ecuador, respectively. Jesús previously wor-
ked as provincial councillor of México Occidental and 
Geovanni as formator in the postulancy of Loja.

There was a lot of variety in the group of novices. 
Cristhian Sandoval (Norandina) spent six more months 
in the Novitiate, and on 16 July celebrated his first pro-
fession. The group of second year Novices consisted 
of four young men: Ernesto (Norandina), Gerardo and 
Mesvin (Central America) and Pedro (Central Mexico). 
Ernesto, in Medellín, Gerardo and Mesvin, in Guatema-
la, made their first profession on 8 December; and Pe-
dro, in Mexico City, on 11 December. With surprise and 
joy, we received a large first year group, seven novices, 
representing four provinces: Hugo (México Occidental), 
Cristóbal (México Central), Gerson and Jorge (Améri-
ca Central), Saúl, Jhonathan and Xavier (Norandina). 
Jorge, Jhonathan and Xavier, in the course of the year, 
closed their formation processes and returned to their 

cities of origin. Hugo, Cristóbal, Gerson and Saúl conti-
nue their journey as second year novices in 2022.

Two postulants from the Province of México Occidental, 
Andrés and Albino, are currently preparing to enter the 
Novitiate next year. We hope that all goes well.

We thank the year 2021 for the richness of the interpro-
vincial fraternal life, the strength of the interior experien-
ce nourished by the day to day and by the retreats of 
deepening, the formation that nourishes the mind, the 
heart and the life; and the mission, which, although pro-
gressively according to the evolution of the pandemic, 
offered us spaces to share fraternity with the children, 
young people and adults of our locality.

__________

Br. Alejandro Herrera Galicia, Master of Novices

https://champagnat.org/en/the-year-comes-to-an-end-at-the-la-valla-interprovincial-novitiate-of-medellin/
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AMÉRICA SUR

THE CHAMPAGNAT NOVITIATE OF COCHABAMBA, BOLIVIA

The Champagnat Novitiate of 
the South America Region, 
in Cochabamba, Bolivia, is 

an international house of formation 
where young people from the Pro-
vinces of Brasil Centro-Norte, Bra-
sil Centro-Sul, Brasil Sul-Amazônia, 
Cruz del Sur (Argentina, Uruguay 
and Paraguay) and Santa María de 
los Andes (Bolivia, Chile and Peru) 
begin their journey of consecrated 
life.

The Regional Novitiate was created 
in 2017, following the creation of 
the South America Region in 2016. 
In 2021, due to the health emergen-
cy, the novitiate began on 1 May, 
with 11 novices: 10 in the first and 1 in the second.

The formation team is made up of Brothers Rubens José 
Falqueto, novice master, from the Province of Brasil Cen-
tro-Norte; Guillermo Mautino, from the Province of Cruz del 
Sur; and Otalivio Sarturi, from Brasil Centro-Sul.

According to the Initial Formation Plan, the Cochabamba 
novitiate proposes the following programmes: human de-
velopment, fraternal life, Marist style, apostolic and Marist 
spirituality, and global availability.

This year, 2021, Gustavo Humberto Vieira Leocádio, from 
the Province of Brasil Centro-Norte, who entered the novi-
tiate on 2 February 2020, made his First Religious Profes-
sion in Belo Horizonte on 12 December 2021, together with 
Gabriel Brito Costa, from the same Province.

With the aim, above all, of cultivating the Marist consecra-
ted life, the members of the community made the following 
retreats during the course of this year: Mary, our Good 
Mother; The Disciples of Emmaus; Marcellin Champagnat, 
Friend of the Children; and The Marist Martyrs.

The novices who have completed the first 
year of their novitiate are: Bruno Felipe 
Rosa and José Augusto Wendler (Province 
Brasil Centro-Sul); Leandro Frias Ortiz, Boli-
via (Province of Santa María de los Andes); 
Daniel Pablo Alberto, Argentina (Province 
Cruz del Sur); Manoel Souza Ferreira and 
Ranielle Lopez da Silva (Province Brasil 
Centro-Norte); Enos da Silva Angelo, Juan 
Pablo Menezes Soares, João Pedro Wür-
zius Zambenedetti and Alexandre do Nas-
cimento Lima (Province Brasil Sul Amazô-
nia).

__________ 
Br. Otalivio Sarturi -  Master of Novices

https://champagnat.org/en/the-champagnat-novitiate-of-cochabamba/
https://champagnat.org/es/balance-del-ano-del-noviciado-champagnat-de-cochabamba/
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Website  http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

2 JANUARY

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE MARIST INSTITUTE

On January 2, the Marist Institute celebrates its 205th anniversary. Saint Marcellin founded the Marist Brothers 
by welcoming the first disciples to the small house in La Valla, France. Below we reproduce the narration 
of that moment according to the words of Brother Seán Sammon, former Superior General, in the book “A 

Heart that knew no bounds“..

The community begins to grow
Jean-Baptiste Audras, later Brother Louis, was only four-
teen and a half when he asked to join the De La Sa-
lle Brothers at Saint Chamond. Judging him to be too 
young, they advised 33 A heart that knew no bounds 
him to continue dis-
cussing his vocation 
with his confessor. 
As luck would have 
it, that person was 
the young priest 
from La Valla. The 
boy told Marcellin 
that he had resol-
ved to consecrate 
his life to God. After 
talking with Jean-
Baptiste and his pa-
rents, and reflecting 
prayerfully on the si-
tuation, the priest in-
vited young Audras 
to join Granjon.

Two months later the house repairs were complete. The 
first two recruits took up occupancy on January 2nd, 
1817. Henceforth, the Bonner house would be referred 
to, at least in the Marist world, as the “cradle” of the Ins-
titute, and January 2nd, 1817 as the foundation date of 
the Little Brothers of Mary. Its members were to embra-

ce a spirituality that included mindfulness of God’s pre-
sence, confidence in Mary and her protection, and the 
practice of the “little” virtues of simplicity and humility.

Throughout the remaining winter months, Granjon and 
Audras lived to-
gether in the 
house. Marcellin 
taught his charges 
to read, and gave 
them the tools 
they would need to 
teach children. He 
also showed them 
how to pray and 
to make nails. The 
latter were sold to 
provide an income 
for the community.

Both Granjon and 
Audras assisted 
the young priest 
with many of his 

pastoral duties. They visited and helped the aged and 
infirm in the hamlets, gathered wood for the needy, and 
brought them food regularly.

Br. Seán Sammon 
A Heart that knew no bounds
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