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GUIDE FOR THE YEAR OF MARIST VOCATIONS
20 May 2022 – 6 June 2023 

We are making available to all 
Administrative Units the Guide 
for the Year of Marist Voca-

tions, which will be inaugurated on 20 
May. It will be a special time to celebrate 
the Marist vocation of Brothers and Lay 
Marists. The year will end on the feast 
of St. Marcellin Champagnat, June 6, 
2023. Several activities will be carried out 
during this year, under the coordination of the Brothers Today Secretariat. Resources 
and other initiatives will be available on the Institute’s website, in the session dedi-
cated to this Year.
Last December, the logo that will accompany the Institute during this special time, a 
time of “Caring and generating Marist life”, as the motto of the Year of Marist Vocations 
recalls, inspired by the circular of Br. Ernesto Sanchez, Homes of Light, was unveiled.
Below is the presentation of the Superior General of the Guide for the Administrative 
Units.

A time to strengthen our identity and charism
Last June 25th, in my letter to the Provincials and Dis-
trict Leaders, I announced the Year of Marist Vocations. I 
expressed it in this way: “we propose that the Institute ded-
icate a year to take up the theme of Marist vocations again 
with vigour and enthusiasm through promoting a renewed 
culture of vocation. The proposal is to carry it out from 20 
May 2022 to 6 June 2023. These dates bring to mind the 
history of our origins when there was an impressive surge in 
vocations between 1822 and 1823, after the great voca-
tion crisis suffered by the Institute just a few years after 
its beginning. Marcellin’s experience 200 years ago, with 
great faith and trust in God and Mary, can be a key point of 
motivation for this initiative”.

I encourage all the Administrative Units to reflect and make a 
plan to live this year, being a Global Marist Family, as a time 
to strengthen our identity and charism. We would like to offer 
our witness and visibility to the new generations. We would 
like to accompany young people in reflecting on their own 

vocation at the same 
time making known 
the possible ways to 
live Champagnat’s 
charism in our days, 
as brother or as lay Marist.

I thank the Secretariat of Brothers Today for preparing and of-
fering to the Institute these reflection, orientation, and sugges-
tions. The Provinces and Districts are invited to adapt these 
guidelines to the context of each country and the different 
realities. I thank each one of you for welcoming this initiative 
and for your commitment to the Year of Marist Vocations.

Fraternally,

Br. Ernesto Sánchez Barba, Superior General
2 January 2022

PDF: English | Español | Français | Português
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What does Marcellin mean to you?
“We need brothers”: this phrase is the basis of Marcellin 
Champagnat’s commitment and clearly shows the importance 
of the fraternal aspect of his mission. For me, Marcellin gave 
the best of himself for the good of his brothers and for the good 
of children and young people.
I see him as a good man, full of humanity, wilful, courageous, 
visionary and benevolent.

What is your relationship with the Superior and the 
Marist community?
We communicate constantly, to ensure the smooth running of 
the house. The relationship with the superior and the commu-
nity is based on trust and mutual respect. We are a team with 
the aim of ensuring the best possible welcome for all those 
who come to the Hermitage.

What impact has COVID-19 had?
Globally, the tourism and hospitality sectors in general have 
been among those most affected by the impact of the pandem-
ic on their economy. The Hermitage is no exception. Difficulties, 
including the impossibility of travel, reduced bookings to almost 
nothing for several months.

For our part, we at the Hermitage have done our utmost to 
respect health standards and to be able to welcome people in 
the best possible conditions. This place of serenity has also 
been like a haven of peace for people from the surrounding 
area who came to spend a moment during the day to reflect, 
dialogue and also enjoy the green surroundings offered by the 
Hermitage.

How do you plan to relaunch the services of the house in 
order to welcome groups from all over again?
Since 1 October 2021, we have had the opportunity to work 
with Virginie Chomette, who has joined us as reception coordi-
nator. She manages the reservations, the reception of people 
and the commercial development of the structure. She and I 
work closely together.
At the beginning of 2021, a new legal structure was created, 
SAS L’HERMITAGE (SAS = Société par Actions Simplifiée). It is 
a tool at the service of the house, which allows us to facilitate 
commercial development and also to open the Hermitage to 
other groups of people (business seminars for example, collabo-
ration with the St-Etienne Métropole tourist office) who are likely 
to be interested in this site. But, of course, our main objective is 
to welcome groups from the Marist world as a priority.

FRANCE

INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTOR
OF THE INSTITUTE’S MOTHER HOUSE

"Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage re-
mains the place of foundation of 
the Congregation and therefore 

a symbol for the Brothers and Marists of 
Champagnat. Those who live there or are 
passing through find a direct link with its 
origin, with the founder and with what 
inspires them”. With these words, Caroline 
Martin, Director, describes the Mother 
House of the Institute.
The Hermitage community is an interna-
tional community. It is made up of Brothers 
Benito Arbués, Eladi Gallego and Manel 
Castillo (Spain); Maurice Berquet, superior of the community; Maurice Goutagny (France) and Maurice Paul Razanandro (Madagas-
car). They work in collaboration with the Brothers who live in the community of La Valla.
Carolina Martin is the director of the house (from September 2021), and Virginia Chomette is the reception coordinator. A team 
of almost twenty volunteers, together with the service team, is making the dream of Saint Marcellin Champagnat come true in 
this place.
In an interview with l’Hermitage Info, from the Bulletin of the Province of the Hermitage, Caroline Martin, who has been working at 
Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage since 1 August 2017, speaks to us about the spiritual, religious and touristic importance of the House, 
her work with the brothers and the challenge of opening the doors of this Marist place to new pilgrims, not only Marists.

https://champagnat.org/en/interview-with-the-director-of-the-institutes-mother-house/
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For her part, Virginie has already reconnected with all the 
groups and individual clients who stayed at the Hermitage in 
2017, 2018 and 2019, to remind them that the house is open, 
and she would be delighted to welcome them back. At the 
same time, Virginia has also begun communicating with the 
entire Marist world internationally.
Local businesses and others located in the surrounding area 
will also be contacted by the Hermitage very soon. You need to 
make yourself known and make new people wish to discover this 
beautiful and unique place, close to Lyon and the Parc du Pilat.

Are you planning to implement an initiative to make the 
Hermitage more sustainable?
In early 2021, an independent company conducted an audit at 
the Hermitage. The very encouraging result clearly indicates 
that the house has undeniable assets that favour a quality 
reception, and that it will be possible to extend this welcome 
to other types of clientele, as mentioned above. The quality 
refurbishment conducted in 2010 makes it possible, now more 
than ever, to welcome people in the best possible conditions. 
The facilities and the exterior are in good condition, the meeting 
rooms and bedrooms are functionally equipped and regularly 
renovated. The external environment is very encouraging and 
gives meaning to the different moments experienced here at 
the Hermitage.

What are the welcoming conditions that encourage vis-
itors to the Hermitage to live the most enriching experi-
ence possible?

Briefly, the quality of the welcome and listening to people’s needs 
is the key to a successful reception. This kind of welcome also 
depends on the attitude of the staff towards the guests.
Over time, with the confidence acquired, people who have 
already been there feel the desire and the need to come back. 
They do not come to the Hermitage by chance. It is a place 
that makes sense, which respects the freedoms of all. In these 
places we have very subjective experiences, which sometimes 
go beyond us. The spiritual dimension of the site also helps to 
forge that spirit of serenity and peace that many people feel 
during their stay, and which is good for them.
The community, Virginie and I are only witnesses to the service 
and listening to the people who come to the Hermitage.

Any experience that you have lived with joy during the 
years that you have spent in this house?
Covid was “invited” to the Hermitage this summer and four 
brothers were infected with the virus. For some of them, the 
situation was very difficult, but they all came out well and 
that was a real relief for me, after several weeks of worry and 
uncertainty about their condition. During this period, the day-
to-day administration of the site was done in a very simple way 
with the community, we were a very close-knit team and that 
has enriched us.
Beyond this summer episode, the very positive comments 
from most of the people who come to the Hermitage are also 
a source of joy and encouragement to continue this beautiful 
mission in this beautiful house. Welcome! We look forward to 
meeting you.

The terms of the approval of the Constitutions by 
Rome will cause problems as some articles were in 
contradiction with the terms approved in the Statutes 
of the Government of 1851. A second session of the 
General Chapter will have to be convened to discuss 
and proceed with the election-ratification of the gov-
ernment of the Institute. 
The second session of the General Chapter took place in 
July 1863. As the decree of approval had already been 
obtained, albeit provisional, there was no objection to 
accepting the resignation of Brother François as Superi-
or General and proceeding to the election of his succes-
sor. The chosen one was Brother Louis-Marie. 
For Brother François ended his term as superior of the 
congregation, he bequeathed to the institute: 
A legally recognised congregation (1851).
Five novitiates.

The first scholasticate, at La Grange-Payre.
New Common Rules (1852).
The Conduct of Schools (1853).
The Constitutions and Rules of Government (1854).
A new vow, that of stability (1855).
The first biography of the Founder (Brother Jean-Bap-
tiste Furet, 1856).
A new General House: Saint-Genis-Laval (1853-1858).
1536 Brothers, more than five hundred novices and 
postulants, 394 schools, and about 50,000 students.
The congregation is present in the whole of France, 
with works in Belgium, England, Scotland and 19 
Brothers working in Oceania.
Pontifical recognition was obtained.
In short, Brother François gave the congregation solid 
structures.
Other episodes 

Br. François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

40. Resignation as Superior General

https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/
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The scholastics at Marist International Centre (Nairobi, 
Kenya), the novices in Ghana, and other Brothers had 
the unique opportunity to interact online with two giants 

of the Marist spiritual patrimony: Brothers Michael Green and 
André Lanfrey. Although the participants were in four different 
time zones, they managed to have a synchronous daily couple 
of hours of conversation and discussions from the 16th to the 
21st of December 2021.

On the first days, Brothers Michael and Lanfrey discussed the 
meaning and relevance of Marist spiritual patrimony, specif-
ically for Marist brothers and young people undergoing initial 
formation. They also summarized some of their significant 
works and contributions to the Marist history and spirituality.

The following days, Br. André Lanfrey gave a talk on spiritu-
ality, the early structuring of Marist Institute in the 1850s, the 
role of Brothers François and Louis Marie in those early years, 
and the complex relationship with the society of Mary, espe-
cially the Marist Fathers. The participants had an enriching 
discussion with many profound questions from the Brothers 
and the novices.

Then, Br. Michael Green made a presentation about the sig-
nificance of the founding generation of brothers who helped 
Champagnat shape what is called today the Marist spiritu-
ality. The first Brothers, whom Brother Seán Sammon called 

“marvellous companions”, are, in this sense, co-founders. 
With Saint Marcellin Champagnat, they handed to the Church 
a way of living the Gospel, the distinctive Marist spirituality.

Between the two presentations, Br. Vincent de Paul Kouassi, 
from MIC, had a session on the uniqueness as Brothers in a 
Society of Mary that wanted to reduce the Marist Mission to 
men who would only exist to serve the priest of the Society. 
Using a letter from Collin to Champagnat written in Febru-
ary 1839 and some other documents, he established that 
Champagnat wanted the Brothers to have their own mission 
of bringing the young people to Christ through education and 
many other ways.

At the end of the workshop, everyone expressed appreciation 
to the presenters and manifested the desire to have more of 
such enriching online sessions.

“Asanteni sana” to Brothers Mike and Lanfrey, because a 
session on the Spiritual Patrimony will always make you feel a 
little more Marist.

Brother Vincent de Paul Kouassi

Watch here the videos:
Session with Br. Michael_Green
Session with Br. André Lanfrey

AFRICA

WORKSHOP ON MARIST SPIRITUAL PATRIMONY

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H2Mzxw18X11JMXoz1jUreizs1hAU6554/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c2KbtZy6tE0Na0QTOq-30aD-t_4go2U3/view?usp=sharing
https://champagnat.org/en/workshop-on-marist-spiritual-patrimony-promoted-in-africa/
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The Superior General and his Coun-
cil, after studying the consultation of 
the Brothers of the Province of East 

Asia, have appointed Br. Allan Jopson De 
Castro as the new Provincial for a period 
of three years. He will begin his mandate 
as Provincial on 21st April 2022 at the 
opening of the Provincial Chapter which is 
to be held from 21st to 24th April 2022.
Br. Ernesto, in his letter sent to Province 
on 23 December 2021, thanked Br. Allan 
for his generosity in accepting this service 
of leadership. The Superior General also 
thanked the current Provincial, Br. Domi-
nador Aquino, for the years of service he 
has given to the Institute, accompanying 
the different situations of the Province.
Br. Allan’s journey as a brother, with energy and enthusiasm, in 
the different missions entrusted to him, his experience of inter-
culturality and internationality at Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage, in 
France, for seven years, his current service as member of the 
Provincial Council, as Vice-Provincial and as chair of East Asia 

Mission Commission will serve him well as he accompanies 
Marist life and mission in the province of East Asia.
Br. Allan will begin his mandate as Provincial on April 21, 2022 
at the opening of the Provincial Chapter which is to be held 
from April 21 to 24, 2022.

EAST ASIA

BR. ALLAN JOPSON DE CASTRO APPOINTED PROVINCIAL

Br. Allan De Castro
Br. Allan was born on 2nd May 1977 in Dadiangas, General Santos City, Philippines. His parents, Mr. Arturo Torino De Castro 
and Maria Fe Agravante Jopson De Castro (deceased) went to Marist School Notre Dame of Dadiangas College to complete their 
tertiary courses.
He finished his basic education in General Santos City namely grade school education in 1990 at the public school Balite Elemen-
tary School and high school education in 1994 at Marist Brothers School Notre Dame of Dadiangas College High School Depart-
ment Lagao Campus. 
Recruited by the Marist Brothers after high school, he joined the pre-novitiate as an aspirant in 1994. Then, he entered the Novi-
tiate in 1997 and professed his first vows in 1999. He went to Marist Asia Pacific Center (MAPAC) for his scholasticate from 1999 
to 2002 and took his perpetual vows in 2006.
As a professed Marist Brother, Br. Allan was assigned in various ministries. He was a Religious Education High School Teacher 
in 2002 at Notre Dame of Cotabato, Cotabato City. In 2003, he was a house parent and a street children educator at Marcellin 
Homes Incorporated, General Santos City. From 2003 to 2005, he was sent to a Moslem mission school of the Brothers called 
Notre Dame of Jolo High School Kasulutan in Jolo, Sulu as High School Teacher. Then from 2005 to 2009, he was a Religion High 
School Teacher and a Prefect of Discipline at Marist School Marikina.
Invited by then Superior General Br. Sean Sammon, Br. Allan responded positively to be part of Marist Intercultural and Mixed Com-
munity at Notre Dame de l’Hermitage, France from 2009 to 2016. He returned to the Philippines in 2016 and became the Campus 
Ministry Director for three years in Notre Dame of Marbel University until 2019. Furthermore, he served as the School Director at 
Notre Dame of Cotabato from 2019-2020 and President of Marist School- Marikina from 2020-2022.

https://champagnat.org/en/br-allan-jopson-de-castro-appointed-provincial-of-east-asia/
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The Province of Cruz del Sur held its VII Provincial 
Chapter from 20 to 23 December 2021. Twen-
ty-one Brothers capitulants and eight lay people 

from the three countries where the Province carries out 
its Marist mission: Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay 
took part in the meeting. Also present for the General 
Administration were Brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, 
Vicar General, and Óscar Martín, General Councillor.

Brother Raúl Schönfeld has begun his second mandate as Pro-
vincial. To accompany him in his mission, the capitulants have 
elected the Brothers who will form the Provincial Council for 
the next three years: José Kuhm, Domingo Jiménez, Horacio 
Magaldi, Alberto Aparicio and Marcelo De Brito.

Reflecting on the particular moment we are living today and 
thinking about the future prospects for the Province, Brother 
Raúl expressed himself as follows: “Almost nothing is as it was; 
therefore, more than rebuilding, we need a new vision, we need 
a certain break with the history that preceded us, we need a 
freedom lived from our charism so that the original answers 
may appear from there. Let us allow the Spirit to rethink us, 
to transform us. Let us give him the necessary area, enough 
space, because he has a tomorrow for us that we do not know 
about.”

The most significant calls for the Province’s journey, which 
emerged during the days of reflection, can be summarised as 
follows:
• To revive Marist spirituality;
• To generate moments and actions that favour dialogue;
• Deploy the pedagogy of care;
• To be brothers who unfold their humanity in community;
• To open our arms to new challenges;
• To recover the passion for the community.

The mission of the Administrative Unit, in the end, was worded 
as follows:
"Me Marists of Champagnat feel called to humanise our 
links and to live a spirituality of care in order to be com-
munities passionate about accompanying girls, boys, 
adolescents and young people."

CRUZ DEL SUR 

VII CHAPTER OF THE PROVINCE 

https://champagnat.org/en/vii-chapter-of-the-province-of-cruz-del-sur/
https://champagnat.org/es/profesion-perpetua-del-h-anton-nguyen-tien-cong/
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MADAGASCAR: CELEBRATION OF THE 205TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE INSTITUTE

SPAIN: CHAPTER PROVINCE IBÉRICASPAIN: PROVINCIAL CHAPTER OF COMPOSTELA

SOUTH KOREA: PILGRIMAGE OF THE IMAGE OF 
OUR GOOD MOTHER

FRANCE: HERMITAGE COMMUNITY CELEBRATES 
205 YEARS OF THE INSTITUTE

marist world

MEXICO: COLEGIO MÉXICO BACHILLERATO – 
ORIZABA

PHILIPPINES

CMMF RENEWAL OF COMMITMENT
AND RECOGNITION OF FRIENDS OF MARCELLIN

The East Asia members of the Champagnat Movement of 
the Marist Family took a public renewal of their commit-
ment last January 02, 2022 on the occasion of the 205th 

Anniversary of the Foundation of the Marist Institute. Some 
joined during the face-to-face gathering at the Province Center 
and others, especially from Marikina and Kidapawan, joined 
online in Zoom.
Members renewed their commitment to follow Jesus in the way 
of Mary and to grow in the awareness of encountering God in 
everyday life, to live the family spirit in keeping with the family 
of Nazareth and to be witnesses and apostles, evangelizers of 
the world by the quality of witnessing in respective families, 
community and environment, among young people and in the 
Church.

Friends of Marcellin
Also on the same event, the Friends of Marcellin were rec-
ognized and welcomed by the Provincial, Br. Ador Santiago. 

The Friends of Marcellin is an organized group composed of 
individuals who want to know more the charism of St. Marcellin 
Champagnat and desire to live it, are in love with Mary, and 
have the apostolic Zeal to serve humanity.
For the second batch, there were 34 who have undergone and 
finished the monthly formation sessions since August 2021 to 
December 2021. Nine came from Notre Dame of Dadiangas 
University, Twenty from Notre Dame of Cotabato and Five from 
Notre Dame of Marbel University.

https://champagnat.org/en/cmmf-renewal-of-commitment-and-recognition-of-friends-of-marcellin/


Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it

marist news 710

5 I JANUARY I 20228

Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

The Marist Province of West Africa organized a workshop 
on Safeguarding Children from the African perspective 
on the 10th of December 2021 at the Provincial House 

in Accra. The workshop was facilitated by Dr. Nora Nonterah. 
Thanks to the Provincial Commission, Brothers from the other 
countries were able to follow the workshop via Zoom.
In her presentation, Dr. Nora Nonterah identified and explained 
the various forms of abuse children suffer in Africa. She noted 
that some of the abuses are usually seen as taboo – hence 
the tendency to protect the relationship between the families 
and communities concerned at the expense of the victim. To 
safeguard children, she encouraged that there is a need for sex 
education in our schools, policies for safeguarding children, 
training, openness, dialogue and above all cooperating with 
the local authority whenever there is an issue regarding child 
abuse.

Dr. Nonterah blamed some abuses on wrong theological 
interpretation of suffering which in most cases supported 
such acts. In her opinion, ‘Jesus’ suffering on the cross 
is to liberate us from operation and injustices, cruelty 
and pain. She added, ‘we must not suffer for God – He 
suffered with us; he suffers to liberate us’. She main-
tained that encouraging victims to unite their sufferings 
with the cross of Christ should not be entertained in 
anyway.
In her conclusion, she remarked that many people think that 
child abuse is not an issue in Africa considering our traditions 
and cultures. She called on participants to be advocates of 
child rights and to be at the forefront in protecting and safe-
guarding the rights of children. She encouraged the brothers 
above all to show good pastoral care towards the children who 
have been entrusted to them.

WEST AFRICA

PROMOTED WORKSHOP ON SAFEGUARDING THE RIGHTS
OF CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
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