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MARISTNEWS

Drom 8 to 26 March, the General 
Council welcomes in Rome the 
Superiors of the Administrative 

Units for the celebration of the X General 
Conference, whose slogan is “Looking 
Beyond…” and has as its theme “Leaders 
at the service of the Marist Global Family”.
Information about the Conference is avail-
able on the Institute’s web page. At the end of 
the month a special issue of Marist News will be 
dedicated to the meeting. In the next issues we will report 
on the main topics that will be on the agenda during each week 
of the meeting.
The daily activities begin and end with prayer. Two sessions will 
be held during the morning and another in the afternoon, after a 
Marian moment. Activities in fraternities and moments of meet-
ings are also planned.
The program for this first week includes the following topics:
Tuesday (8 March): opening prayer, welcome and message 

from Brother Ernesto (“Looking 
beyond...), information and welcome 
of the new provincials
Wednesday (9 March): analysis 
of the actual context, re-reading 

and dialogue on the calls of the 
XXII Chapter, presentation of the 5 

areas that will be worked on during the 
Conference

Thursday (10 March): during this day the 
participants will work on “Area 1”: In our style of 

GOVERNANCE, underlining the theme “LEADERS in new and 
challenging times”.
Friday (11 March): the first part of the day will be dedicated to 
“ Area 2”: As MARISTS OF CHAMPAGNAT. Then the participants 
will also work on “Area 3”: In our VOCATION as BROTHERS, 
highlighting the theme of formation.
On Saturday, 12 March, the participants will have a day of 
retreat and on Sunday, 13 March, time for outing.

GENERAL CONFERENCE: LOOKING BEYOND…

https://champagnat.org/es/preparativos-preliminares-para-el-encuentro-internacional-de-la-juventud-marista-2023-en-lisboa/


marist news 719

10  I MARCH I 20222

n
e
w

s 
in

 b
ri

e
f Laicos Maristas

The Secretariat of the Laity has started this week the formation 
for the second group participating in the Course for Animators 
of the Lay Marist Vocation, made up of participants from the 
regions of Arco Norte, Oceania and América Sur. 65 animators 
are participating, from 13 Administrative Units, connected 
virtually, with meetings from Tuesday to Thursday.

coMposteLa 
The academic leaders of the different schools of the Prov-
ince met in Valladolid on March 2 to share reflections and 
continue networking to project themselves together as Marist 
leaders. The meeting began with the presentation of the Pro-
vincial Framework for attention to diversity with an inclusive 
approach. Diversity is already present in schools and the 
new educational law is encouraging Marists to work in this 
direction.

FMsi - ZaMbia
Thanks to the support of one of its Donors, FMSI implemented 
a Project for the St. Paul Mulungushi Pre-school, the only kin-
dergarten in the Kabwe area. The project supported the pur-
chasing of educational and play material such as new desks, 
blackboards and play equipment. Thanks to the Project, 231 
orphaned and vulnerable children have access to improved 
preschool educational activities and a space to play where they 
can develop their cognitive and physical skills. Pupils can now 
attend lessons in smaller groups in separated classrooms, also 
being able to respect the anti-covid distancing. 

México
On February 26, the process of the Lay Marist Vocation Forum 
began in the two provinces of the country. Forty-six repre-
sentatives of the provinces participated to discuss possible 
associative structures for the laity. 

SPAIN

THE MEDITERRANEAN PROVINCE PROMOTES
TRAINING FOR MARIST EDUCATORS

T he province of Med-
iterranea held the 
“Gathering of New 

Marist Educators Year 2” 
from February 10 to 12. The 
event, which took place in the 
Marist house of Castillo de 
Maimón (Spain), was attend-
ed by teachers from schools 
and social works, as well as 
members of the administra-
tion and services staff.
The main objective of the 
meeting, within its initial for-
mation plan, was to deepen 
the Marist identity. For this reason, it was elaborated in the 
key of “all One”, by the provincial teams of Pastoral, Solidarity, 
Marist Life Council and Human Resources.
During the meetings were deepened the indicators of a Marist 
mission agent and were worked the dimension of solidarity and 
pastoral care, as central points of evangelization, as faithful 
sons and daughters of Champagnat.
Among the topics discussed was the workshop of Brother Basil-
io Rueda, in charge of Brothers. Guillermo Villareal (Postulator 
General), Alain Delorm and Sean Sammon. In the same way, it 
also highlighted the dynamics with the vocational audiovisual 
material “Someone like you” (Alguien como tú) and the voca-

tional journey of the new educators, based on what Marcelino 
did and lived.
The participants were struck by all the work that is being car-
ried out through School Solidarity and the Marcelino Champag-
nat Foundation. In the event, there was also the voice of the 
users of the social works, the youth of the pastoral (PJM) and 
the new educators.
The new educators ended up doing a vocational reading of 
what Marcelino experienced, which will allow them to do the 
same with their lives. And to begin an unprecedented period as 
new Marist educators, after all that was reflected and learned 
during the meeting.

https://www.maristasmediterranea.com/
https://www.maristasmediterranea.com/
https://champagnat.org/en/the-mediterranean-province-promotes-training-for-marist-educators/
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The THIRD EDUCATOR group invites to its group launch-
ing meeting, all those interested in the topic related to the 
creation of learning spaces that enable being and doing in the 
integral development of students.
The meeting (Spanish language) will take place on Thursday 
10 March at 16:00 in Montevideo, Uruguay (20:00 in Rome, 
Italy). To participate, enter that link

norandina
Venezuela: The Marist Animators School 2022 was held 
from February 25-27. Thirty-three people participated in 
the meeting, including brothers and young leaders of the 
movements Tiemar, Semar, Amigos en Marcha and Remar, 
who came from the schools San Pablo, Chiquinquirá, H. 
Ildefonso, Puchi Fonseca and Misael Vilchez. During the 

meeting, the processes carried out in the MYM Movements 
were also reviewed.
Colombia: Teachers from the Marist schools met on March 
3 and 4 in the city of Armenia to participate in the workshop 
on Formation in Interiority for Children and Young People, 
led by Brother Carmelo San Millán. Brother Leonardo Yepes, 
who leads the area of education in the country, was also 
present.

brasiL suL-aMaZônia
Marist Brothers João Gutemberg and Altenir Pimentel, of 
the Marist Community of Manaus, took part in the Course 
on Amazonian Reality and conducted a panel on the action 
of Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network (REPAM) in Amazonian 
territories. The initiative is promoted by the Amazon Institute 
of Theology, Pastoral and Higher Education, in partnership 
with the Conference of Bishops and the REPAM.

SPAIN

THE COMPOSTELA PROVINCE HAS BEEN CERTIFIED
AS GOOGLE REFERENCE NETWORK

The Marist Province of Compostela has been 
certified as a Google Reference Network, 
a recognition awarded for the successful imple-

mentation of the use of new technologies through 
the innovative tools of Google. Being part of the 
Google Reference Network of educational centres 
means reaching the highest level in terms of digitally 
competent educational institutions.
The Google Reference Network programme is an 
international project in which schools and teachers 
from all over the world collaborate to digitally trans-
form classrooms. On this path, Google has selected 
the Marist Province of Compostela as an example of 
success in eleven schools in Castilla y León, Galicia 
and Asturias.
This distinction rewards the work carried out by 
all the provincial teams with the aim of incorporat-
ing digital solutions that have improved teaching 
practices, such as the daily use of tools like Google 
Classroom, generating a positive impact on student 
learning.
The Edelvives publishing house has accompanied this trans-
formation process as a partner of Google for Education Spain, 
which is much more than the educational branch of a techno-
logical giant, it is also a source of inspiration and change for 
more than 170 million students and teachers around the world.
The presentation of the Google Reference Network award took 

place at the Colegio Marista San José de León in the presence 
of Gonzalo Romero Head of Education, Google Spain, Javier 
Cendoya, Director General of the Edelvives Group, Br Salvador 
Hidalgo, coordinator of the Mission Council of the Province and 
Br Carlos Alberto Rojas, director of the Institute’s Secretariat of 
Education and Evangelisation.

More information on this link.

https://bit.ly/35B5ZXX
https://maristascompostela.org/
https://maristascompostela.org/somos-la-educacion-del-s-xxi/
https://champagnat.org/en/the-compostela-province-has-been-certified-as-google-reference-network/
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On the 15th and 16th February, the 18th Ordinary Gen-
eral Assembly of the Marist Union of Brazil (UMBRASIL) 
took place in Brasilia. The meeting was attended by 21 

representatives of the Councils of the three Marist Provinces 
of Brazil.

The days of the Assembly were days of intense work, of ap-
preciation of the journey, of decisions and directions, of deep 
gratitude, passion and hope in Marist life, vocation, mission 
and education.

The Assembly had as its theme: “For times of unity: grati-
tude, passion and hope” and as its motto: “Everything has its 
appointed time and there is a time for every purpose under 
heaven”. Its development was based on the “axes” of grati-
tude, passion and hope, summarized by Pope Francis: “Look 
at the past with gratitude, live the present with passion and 
embrace the future with hope”.

During the meeting various topics were presented, debated 
and deliberated: reports and balances for 2021; fiscal report; 
presentation of the new Executive Secretary of UMBRASIL, 
Prof. Leonardo Soares, also Executive Secretary of the Marist 
Region of South America; projects for 2022; the budget for 
2022 of UMBRASIL and of the Basic Education Network; the 
Project Br. Francisco Rivat on the Religious Organizations of 

the Provinces of Brazil; the Project of the Solidarity Network 
of Marist Brazil; Strategic Planning of the Provinces of Brazil; 
current situation and new steps of the Integrated Network of 
Basic Education of Marist Brazil; open words to the partici-
pants of the General Assembly.

Integrated Network of Basic Education
Special time and discussion was given to the Integrated 
Network of Basic Education as the main project of Marists of 
Brazil. Networking is an imperative of the globalized world. 
Since June 2021, the three Provinces have assumed the 
commitment to create, implant, and consolidate a network, by 
means of a Board of Directors that strengthens the institu-
tional charism and the management of the Marist Schools of 
Brazil. The Network aims to promote a growing process of 
unity and networking of Marist social schools and colleges, 
with great impact for the educational mission on the national 
scene, through quality education and defense of the rights 
of children and young people. The unity of the institutions 
in Brazil in terms of the management of basic education will 
guarantee the vitality, actuality, viability, and sustainability of 
the charism transmitted by Saint Marcellin Champagnat for 
the present and for the future.

Here you can read more details and also the new UMBRASIL 
organization chart.

UMBRASIL

NETWORKING MARKS THE ASSEMBLY OF UMBRASIL

https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/18AGOUMBRASIL.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/18AGOUMBRASIL.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/networking-marks-the-assembly-of-umbrasil/
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GENERAL HOUSE

LOOKING BEYOND… GENERAL CONFERENCE 2022

HUNGARY: HEART WITHOUT FRONTIERS 
FOUNDATION

CHILE: COLEGIO MARISTA DE VILLA ALEMANAVENEZUELA: ESCUELA DE ANIMADORES 
MARISTAS 2022

ROMANIA: CASE ALE SPERANTEI – BUCHARESTARGENTINA: HOUSE OF PROVINCIAL CRUZ DEL 
SUR, BUENOS AIRES

marist world

MEXICO: MARISTAS IRAPUATO – LENTEN PATH

From March 8 to 26 the X General Conference will take 
place in Rome, a consultative assembly that brings 
together the General Government and the Superiors of the 

Administrative Units with a double objective: to consolidate uni-
ty within the Institute and to study matters of general interest 
and propose solutions (Constitutions 119.1). The slogan of the 
conference is “Looking beyond” and its theme is “Leaders at 
the service of the Global Marist Family”.
During the three-week meeting at the General House, the 
participants will focus on the following topics:
• Re-reading and evaluation of the Calls of the XXII General 

Chapter in the current context.
• Review of the 5 areas proposed by the General Chapter 

(Principles and Suggestions) and sharing on some ongoing 
institutional projects.

• Reflection on leadership at the service of the Global Marist 
Family, in new and challenging times.

• Reflection on the current reality of the Institute, the journey 
as Administrative Units, Regions, Global Family and look-
ing towards the future.

• Child protection: current situation, the Marist experience 
and responses, ways of action.

• Evaluation of the animation and accompaniment by the 
General Administration.

https://champagnat.org/es/mirar-mas-alla-conferencia-general-2022/
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The XII message of the 
International Mission 
Commission of the 

Marist Institute is entitled 
“To be of service – Volun-
teering and service-learn-
ing”. The message echoes 
n. 115 of the Encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti, which speaks 
about solidarity and ser-
vice. It also responds to the 
call of the Strategic Plan 
2017-2025 which seeks 
to strengthen service and 
volunteering by giving con-
crete expression to Call 4 of 
the General Chapter (2017) 
which invites us to “journey 
with children and young 
people living on the margins 
of life”.
The message, based on the contributions of the Marist Inter-
national Mission Commission, has been prepared, this time, 
by Br Valdicer Civa Fachi, Director of the Department of the 
Collaboration for International Mission (CMI).
The text, divided into three parts, addresses the meanings of 
“service-learning” and “volunteering” from a Marist perspec-
tive and theoretical concepts. In the same way, it explains 
the development and importance of Marist volunteering in 
the Administrative Units and highlights Service-Learning as a 
starting point for developing a culture of solidarity, for Marist 
Youth Ministry and for Volunteering.
In this message, the International Mission Commission of the 
Marist Institute calls on all Marists, brothers and lay, to build 
a Global Charismatic Family together, and invites them:

• To continue and reaffirm our option for poor and margin-
alized young people.

• To prepare Marists of Champagnat to live and carry out 
their ministries, in an interconnected and collaborative 
manner, in a spirit of service.

• To empower children and young people and let them 
lead. We are with them and for them.

• To create concrete opportunities for training and accom-
paniment for volunteers in all the AUs.

• To build up networks of life and mission by creating 
esprit de corps and a common identity.

• To serve, as Jesus of Nazareth did.

Download PDF: English | Español | Français | Português

XII MESSAGE FROM THE MARIST INTERNATIONAL MISSION COMMISSION

VOLUNTEERING AND SERVICE-LEARNING

The Marist International Mission Commission, made up of Brothers and Lay people, took on the task of reflecting on the 
centrality of Marist mission in today’s world. In this link you will find all the messages that the Commission has published.

If you would like to share your ideas, reflections or experiences with the Commission following this message, you can write 
to the following e-mail address:  fms.cimm@fms.it

You will find the other messages that the Commission has published from January onwards at this link.

http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Volunteering_mission-commission12.pdf
http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Voluntariado_servir-primero_ComisionMision12.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/VoluntariatServir_ComissionMission12.pdf
http://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Voluntariado_Servir-primeiro_comissao-missao12.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/volunteering-and-service-learning-xii-message-from-the-marist-international-mission-commission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
mailto:fms.cimm%40fms.it?subject=
https://champagnat.org/en/international-commission-of-marist-mission/
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The Province of Brasil Sul-Amazônia is investing in sus-
tainable energy with the construction of the Photovoltaic 
Plant “Champagnat I”. The project is character-

ized by a medium-size plant with solar plates 
installed on the ground that occupy an 
area of approximately 15,000m² in the 
Recanto Marista, in Porto Alegre.

One of the pillars of the project 
is to respond to the calls of the 
Church and of the XXII General 
Chapter of the Institute, which 
asks us to work towards an 
integral ecological conscience 
that is committed to the care of 
our common home.

An evolving experience
The initiative derives from the pilot 
project installed in 2020 at the Colégio 
Marista Graças, in Viamão. During its first year 
of operation, the plant with a capacity of 90 kWp supplied 
the school’s entire energy demand. In financial terms, approx-
imately 19 thousand dollars were saved, in addition to credits 

with concessionaires that can be used in the future, when the 
energy demand is greater than the generated capacity. 

With all the benefits for the environment and 
the production of sustainable energy, the 

Photovoltaic Plant “Champagnat I” 
will also be a space for study and 

research. The place will be avail-
able for guided visits, because, 
in addition to the operation 
of the solar energy panels, 
students and researchers 
will be able to have contact 
with a mini-meteorological 

station and charge controllers 
that recharge the batteries with 

solar energy. 

Through this investment, the Marist 
Network, Province of Brasil Sul-Amazon, 

fulfills its mission of caring for life in all its 
aspects, including the preservation of the environment 

and promoting the formation of an ecologically conscious and 
sustainable society.

BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

PROVINCE OF BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA
INVESTS IN SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

https://redemarista.org.br/
https://champagnat.org/en/province-of-brasil-sul-amazonia-invests-in-sustainable-energy/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

Brother François took Mary above all as his 
model in life. Especially her humility and dis-
cernment: “At the mystery of the Incarnation, 
on hearing the words of the angel, she avoids 
the quick and reckless gullibility of Eve who let 
herself be deceived by the devil and the sudden 
and dry scepticism of Zechariah who did not 
want to believe the words of the angel. She pon-
dered, considered, asked for clarification and 
made her submission. recognising that what she 
was being told came from God and would lead 
to God, without any infringement of the law or 
of her vow. A wonderful model of prudence and 
discernment”.
Just as she was for Father Champagnat, Mary 
was for him Mother, Ordinary Resource and First 
Superior. He recommended this last title espe-
cially to Superiors and principals: “The Bless-
ed Virgin will know how to compensate you for the little privations you have to endure. May this Good Mother 
always preside over your school, govern and direct all your actions”. “Act as Mary’s representatives.” “Think of 
yourself as the representative of the Blessed Virgin who entrusts a small part of her inheritance to you”. “En-
throne her as superior of your house and tell her that you wish everything to be done according to her orders and 
wishes”.
He had no qualms about expressing his love for Mary through a multitude of practices. On one occasion he listed 
fifteen of them, which he himself carried out:  
1. Say her name often, along with those of Jesus and Joseph.
2. Ask for her blessing when getting up and going to bed, when going out and returning, at the beginning of 

exercises of piety, before important events....
3. Acknowledge her statues with affection. Mary is gracious: she returns the greeting from heaven. What a joy for us!
4. Wear her medal, the rosary, the scapular.
5. Do your work in front of her image or statue, which should be in the main rooms of the house.
6. Offer her whatever someone gives you before receiving or keeping anything.
7. Meditate on her joys, her sorrows, her glories, her favours.
8. Celebrate her feastdays with great devotion, renewing your consecration to our divine Mother.
9. Fast on Saturdays or do some charitable work in her honour.
10. Speak frequently of her to people we meet: Brothers, students.
11. Ask her to speak for us to Jesus Christ that we may fulfil our responsibilities.
12. Confide to her our sorrows and joys, our plans and fears.
13. Recite her office, the rosary, the Salve, the Memorare, the Magnificat, the Ave Maris Stella, etc... with devotion.
14. Make novenas in her honour and prepare for her feasts, entrusting our concerns to her.
15. Visit her statues and chapels and churches dedicated to her.
Other episodes

Br François, First Superior General of the Marist Institute

49. Marian practices

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/

