
MARISTS OF CHAMPAGNAT I GENERAL HOUSE I ROME I WWW.CHAMPAGNAT.ORG

Year XIV - Number 720 | 16 MARCH 2022

MARISTNEWS

During the second week of the General Conference, which 
began on March 8th, the participants continued to reflect 
on the areas indicated by the capitulants where the 

calls of the Chapter have concrete implications for Marist life, 
especially “our mission”, on Monday, and “the use of goods” 
on Tuesday. On Monday the Conference was helped by the 
Secretariats of Education and Evangelization and of Solidarity. 
On the same day, in the afternoon, Brother Juan Miguel Anaya 
dealt with canonical themes. Tuesday’s work was coordinated 

by the Econome General’s Office, with Brothers Jorge Gaio and 
Goyo.
Having concluded the work about the five areas, the General 
Council, starting on Wednesday, proposes reflections and 
dialogue on the Global Family, emphasizing the search for lines 
for the future of Marist life and mission.
The X General Conference will end on March 25th. At this link 
you can find other details of the meeting, which is being held at 
the General House.

LOOKING BEYOND... GENERAL CONFERENCE

https://champagnat.org/en/general-conference-2022/ 
https://champagnat.org/en/look-beyond/
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NETHERLANDS

APPROACHING THE FUTURE IN A NEW WAY IN NIJMEGEN

Saturday 5 March 2022 was a special day in Nijmegen, at 
the large house of the Marist Brothers on Westerhelling, 
on the wooded outskirts of Nijmegen, the Netherlands, 

where numerous activities have sprung up over the years, in-
tended to help young adults grow in attentive living. A new time 
is marked. During a joyful meeting, the activities of the brothers 
were handed over to a new daily management.

Jola van Dijk spoke on behalf of the board of the affiliated 
Stichting Leerhuis Westerhelling about the policy choices made 
last year to arrive at a management and organizational model 
that is as simple as possible. Equal cooperation between the 
foundation and the House will be central in the coming years, 
with the board members of the foundation emphatically follow-
ing social trends and developments among young adults and 
maintaining relevant networks.

Brother Robert Thunus, chairman of the board of House of 
Marist Brothers Netherlands and Provincial, spoke about de-
velopments in the Province of West-Central Europe and about 
the new ‘Marist Brothers International’ that will also be located 
on the Westerhelling in Nijmegen. The elaboration of this will 
take shape in the coming months. It will be a new organization, 
initiated by the General Board, in order to continue the mis-
sion of the brothers as much as possible and to guarantee the 
administrative functioning of projects in, among others, Europe 
for the future.

It is a new time for all concerned. Brother Jacques 
Scholte, on behalf of House Marist Brothers Netherlands, 
confirmed the appointment of Conny Stuart as Delegate 
Marist Activities Identity, and Ineke Tacq as Delegate 
Marist Activities Policy and Management. Conny Stuart 
says: “I’m grateful for the trust received and the mean-
ingful challenge. With our appointment, the brothers in-
dicate the importance of good management and they give 
an innovative shape to the deep desire to continue our 
activities in the spirit of our Marist spirituality – Attentive 
Living”.

The delegates and facilitators were together to light the candles 
and express confidence in a new time. Ineke Tacq repeats the 
core of all Westerhelling activities: “We believe that life is a 
gift in which you are invited to connect with who you are at the 
deepest level. Stillness, simplicity and attentiveness are ways to 
do that.”

The new Westerhelling leadership takes over the daily work 
of the brothers. To steer the activities, care and management 
in the right direction for now and certainly for the future. This 
major change among the brothers in the Netherlands is a 
contribution to the worldwide continuation of Marist activities in 
the long term.

Brother Jacques Scholte says that he is “confident that we can 
approach the future in a new way”.

https://maristeu.com/
https://champagnat.org/en/approaching-the-future-in-a-new-way-in-nijmegen/
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PERU

SAN JOSÉ OBRERO SCHOOL IN 
SULLANA CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
TO THE SERVICE OF THE NEEDIEST

The San José Obrero School in Sullana (Peru), that welcomes blind children 
and students from humble backgrounds celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year. Five decades ago, on March 21, 1972, this school was born in a poor 

town in Piura. It was a state school promoted by the Marist brothers of Peru, who, at 
that time, foresaw the need to have a school that collect the aspirations of Marcellin 
Champagnat: “all children and young people, especially those most in need.”
Although the school was born in the 70s to serve the most needy, it was in 2007 
when the “Montagne classroom” (Aula Montagne) was born and the doors were 
opened to blind children. “From the ‘Aula Montagne’, blazes of light continue to flow, 
transformed into words, signs or sounds of children who do not hear, who do not see, 
but who feel in their new school the security, joy, happiness, emotion, smiles, help, 
trust, encouragement, listening, friendship, hugs, sharing… Their emotional expres-
sions arise from contact with classmates and teachers”, says Brother Bernardino 
Pascual Juárez, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the school.
Since 2013, the primary and secondary education school also serves children with 
different disabilities such as motor-physical, hearing, visual, Down syndrome, intellec-
tual and learning difficulties. In 2017, the Peruvian Ministry of Education awarded the 
San José Obrero School (Marist Brothers – Sullana) for its outstanding pedagogical 
achievements and inclusive educational practices, and gave the school the recogni-
tion: “ESCUELAS VALORA” (“VALUE SCHOOLS”).

Open eyes and ears
The Spirit of God distributes gifts to those who are close to Him. He gave the San 
José Obrero school the gift of being the OPEN EYES AND EARS of those who have 
them involuntarily closed. Yes, there has been a great gift for the school on its 50 
years of life, and this has undoubtedly been to reveal that, in the educational family, 
as in the Gospel, the blind can see and the deaf can hear,” says Br. Bernardino, 
who has been accompanying and serving these sons of “San José Obrero” for 
fifteen years. In this link you can read the full testimonial of Br Bernardino Pascual 
Juárez.
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On March 11, the first virtual 
workshop on Interiority was held 
in Bolivia for directors, elementary 
school teachers, those responsible 
for guidance and tutoring, cate-
chists and evangelization delegates 
from the following schools: Marista 
Primaria de San José de Chiquitos, 
Gabriel René Moreno de Comarapa, 
Marcelino Champagnat 1 and 2 of 
Santa Cruz and María de los Andes 
of Cochabamba. The workshop was 
moderated by Gerardo Accastello.

Cruz del Sur
The Colegio Sagrado Corazón (now 
called “Champagnat”) in Argentina 
has completed 95 years of pres-
ence in the city of San Francisco, 
Province of Córdoba. The Marist 
Brothers took over the direction of 
this school at the request of Father 
Carlos Borello. The school opened 
its doors on March 7, 1927 and 
was located at the time in the home 
of the town’s founder, Bernardo 
Iturraspe.  Although it began as a 
school for boys, now the school 
welcomes all and its educational 
offerings include all levels.

l’HerMitage
As part of the Marist School Network 
of the Province of l’Hermitage, the 
principals of Marist schools in France 
have received the Level 1 “Keeping 
Children Safe” (KCS) certificate, which 
aims to ensure the safety of children 
in Marist centers.

diStriCt of tHe PaCifiC
14 young people participated in 
a youth meeting on March 5th in 
Mulivai, Samoa. The objectives of 
the meeting were to share with the 
participants the Marist history and to 
reflect on and celebrate the Marist 
vocation. Among the participants, 
4 were teachers from the Marist 
school. 

https://satelite.maristasperu.pe/category/san-jose-obrero/
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Testimonio_H_Bernardino.pdf
https://champagnat.org/en/san-jose-obrero-school-in-sullana-celebrates-50-years-to-the-service-of-the-neediest/
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From February 21 to 26, 
brothers, lay men and 
women members of the 

Arco Norte Regional Committee 
had the opportunity to meet in 
person at Quinta Soledad in 
Mexico City, after two years 
of work virtually. Undoubted-
ly, being together in person 
created a necessary spirit for 
the week that was full of work, 
but also for the integration of 
the Committee, the review and 
organization of the work has 
been carried out and the next 
steps to continue the vision of 
“walking together as a Global 
Family” of the Institute.

The afternoon of arrival, Br. 
Luis Felipe González, Provincial 
of Central Mexico, thanked 
each attendee for their willing-
ness to travel to this important 
meeting for the Region and 
welcomed them to their home. 
The next morning, the session began with a virtual message 
from HH. Joao Carlos do Prado and Ken McDonald, where 
they invited the team to enlighten themselves through the 
calls of the General Chapter to guide the upcoming regional 
actions, always focused on the mission of reaching children 
and young people, especially those on the margins of the 
world, and as global family. During the rest of the day, the 
attendees recognized each other not only as Marists, but also 
as people with life stories that, along with their experiences 
within their Provinces, would have to create the synergy to 
define the continuous journey of the Region.

During the week, reflections and exhaustive reviews of the 
work carried after the Regional Forum of October 2020 were 
made, to visualize how it responded to the XXII General Chap-
ter and generate the pertinent strategies to make it a reality. 
The achievements and challenges of each of the regional 
teams were also shared, their organization was discerned and 
important adjustments were made to the regional guidelines, 

starting with the Assembly and each Coordination.

With the question “What is the Region we dream of?”, there 
was a lot of reflection on the reality not only of Arco Norte, 
but of each one of the Provinces and Administrative Unit that 
make are part of it and how this multicultural richness with 
three different languages is a strength, but at the same time 
a challenge, to have an adequate and forceful Strategic Plan 
towards 2026. The next steps will be taken in the General 
Assembly, in Rome, where Brother Rodrigo, as Executive 
Secretary, will present the results of the meeting before the 
Regional Council, formed by the Provincials and District Supe-
rior of all the administrative units of Arco Norte.

During the week, the Committee was invited to the Marist 
Community of Acoxpa in Mexico City, lead by Brother Juan 
Montúfar, and they traveled to the state of Puebla for a mo-
ment of bonding and team building in one of Mexico’s richest 
places in history, art and culture.

ARCO NORTE

THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE MEETS
IN PERSON IN MEXICO CITY

https://arconorte.org/?lang=en
https://maristas.edu.mx/
https://champagnat.org/en/the-regional-committee-meets-in-person-in-mexico-city/
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ZAMBIA: ST. MARCELLIN’S SKILLS TRAINING 
CENTRE IN CHIBULUMA

BRAZIL: MARISTAS NA ILHA GRANDE DOS 
MARINHEIROS

FRANCE: CENTRE D’ACCUEIL L’HERMITAGE

SPAIN: RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE EDUCATIONAL WORKS OF MEDITERRANEA

KENYA: BR. NORBERT VISITS THE MIC

marist world

URUGUAY: SCHOOL – MARISTAS SAN LUIS

COMPOSTELA

PRINCIPALS OF THE PROVINCE LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE MARIST GLOBAL NETWORK OF SCHOOLS

On March 4th, all the principals of the schools of the 
Marist Province of Compostela had the opportunity to 
learn a little more about the Marist Global Network of 

Schools. Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas, Director of the Institute’s 
Secretariat for Education and Evangelization, took advantage of 
the invitation to present the project at the general meeting held 
in León. This joint meeting shows the union of all in this project 
which connects more than 600 Marist schools in 80 countries.

Br. Carlos Alberto Rojas recalled that the origin of this project is 
to be found in the call of the last General Chapter to “Journey 
together as a global family” and to build networks of Marist 
mission. Since 2017, progress has been made along different 
lines, and this Marist Global Network of Schools is beginning to 
consolidate itself as a meeting point for all.

The Network offers a space so that the whole Marist school 
community could meet globally and to promote activities of 
interest, that foster educational quality, connection, exchange, 

innovation and technology, evangelisation, and social trans-
formation. Journeying together, we are more than 70,000 
educators at the service of children and young people.

Simple activities such as placing the global map in our school 
help us to gradually get to know and benefit from this project.

Photos of the meeting

https://www.champagnat.global/en/
https://www.champagnat.global/en/
https://www.champagnat.global/en/
https://www.champagnat.global/en/marist-global-network-schools-map/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7s9WoG21UWnKXa7y5
https://champagnat.org/en/principals-of-the-province-of-compostela-learn-more-about-the-marist-global-network-of-schools/
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With the occasion of the 
coming launching of the 
new Star of the Sea Prov-

ince, various New Province Working 
Groups (named ‘Shared Marist Life: 
Marist Brothers and Lay’) met virtu-
ally on Wednesday 23rd February to 
reflect about one guiding question: 
“Whose New Province is it?”.

Shared Marist Life Working Group 
launched a significant step along 
this journey and included thirty 
Marists drawn from the ten coun-
tries which will be part of the New 
Province. It took the form of a nine-
ty-minute online meeting called “Oceania Gatherings – Living 
and Sharing our Champagnat Marist Life”.

This first gathering was about exploring issues that will help 
set the directions for shared Marist life and mission in the 
New Province, including discernment around Marist identity, 
formation, vocational commitment and co-responsibility.
The main topic of this gathering was Living and sharing the 
Champagnat Marist Life: building relationships, bridges and 
links. And among the topics discussed were the International 
Lay Forum on the Lay Marist Vocation, the Marist language 
and an exploration of the concept ‘Marist Life’.

A highlight of this first gathering with the motto “Welcoming, 
Nurturing, Living and Sharing Our Vocation” was the inclu-
sion, embrace, appreciation and respect of various cultures 
and the opportunity to begin paddling the waka (canoe) into 

uncharted waters together. Participants enjoyed meeting each 
other and left with a sense of positivity, peace and excitement 
for the next gathering in March when they will start exploring 
the Marist vocation.

“We are drawing on the rich depths of our First Nations cul-
tures and our Marist heritage as we voyage together to bring 
new life to our Marist mission here in the region of Oceania. 
Our dream, and our commitment, is that this be a mission to 
which brothers and lay Marists are called and for which they 
are equally co-responsible. May Mary, our Good Mother, and 
St Marcellin continue to pray for us, as we join each other in 
this spirited dance of love and new life into our New Prov-
ince”, said Nathan Ahearne (Mission and Life Formation).

The next three gatherings are scheduled online for 30 March, 
28 and 29 April.

OCEANIA

VOYAGING PRAYERFULLY INTO THE
NEW ‘STAR OF THE SEA’ PROVINCE

The new Province
The new Province will be inaugurated on 8 December 2022, during the first Chapter, that will be hold in Mittagong, Australia, from 
8 to 15 December 2022.
On 10 May 2021, Br. Ernesto, Superior General, communicated to the Brothers of the Province of Australia and District of the 
Pacific that, from 8 December 2022, the two Administrative Units will be the Marist Brothers Star of the Sea Province. The new 
Province will be formed by ten countries, with all Marist presence in the Oceania continent.
Province of Australia and District of the Pacific are now moving on to the next stage of preparation for the establishment of the 
Star of the Sea Province. This involves a series of 11 work groups investigating issues which need to be addressed as they form 
the new Province. The working groups will provide an interim report at the end of August 2021. The interim reports will give an 
indication of the Scope of Work for each group and the indicative timeline for completion.

https://champagnat.org/en/voyaging-prayerfully-into-the-new-star-of-the-sea-province/
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Twenty Lay Marist 
and eleven Marist 
Brothers that com-

prised the Coordinators of 
Lay Marist in their various 
Fraternities of Nigeria met 
on 24th February 2022 in 
Marist Formation Centre, 
Orlu. The purpose of the 
meeting was to contin-
ue the reflection of the 
ongoing process of the 
International Forum on the 
Lay Marist Vocation.

The Provincial Superior, 
Br. Vincent Abadom 
who was represented by 
the Provincial Secretary, 
Br. Nnodu Onwutalu, 
in his opening remarks admonished Brothers and Lay 
on Marist Life, Spirit and Charism. He urged everybody 
to live the life of St. Marcellin Champagnat anytime and 
anywhere. He reiterated that the life is not for the Marist 
Brothers alone. He emphasized that we should see the life 
sharing as a gift from God to the Church. Br. Nnodu re-
minded that the Lay Marist Vocation is not a pious society 
rather should see it as a Vocation with commitment. He 
made it clear that the Province is highly interested on the 
Lay Marist Vocation.

During the meeting, the Brother Coordinators from various 
Fraternities gave a comprehensive report of the program of 
activities and how they are animating Lay Marist in their various 
centres/fraternities. All the Brother coordinators that spoke 
highlighted the importance of Lay Marist and testified the need 
to embrace the Lay Marist vocation with holiness, starting from 
family level to societal level. They equally emphasized on de-
veloping the Marist Mission from the grassroots and requested 
everyone to continue to show willingness to carry out the Marist 
Mission through living our Spirituality, teaching of Catechism to 
young ones who receive the Sacraments of the Eucharist and 
Confirmation which the Lay Marist are doing now.

The Provincial Chairman of the Lay Marist, Mr. Rufus Ozoh, 

commended the Brothers for the important role they play in 
encouraging Lay Marist Vocation. And for her part, Miss Julie 
Agbazuo, lay Marist, presented a comprehensive report of the 
Lay Marist Mission both in the schools/Fraternities down to the 
Provincial levels to the group.

The Provincial Coordinator and Animator of the Lay Marist, Br. 
Iwu Elias Odinaka, thanked everyone and gave in details about 
the International Forum for the Lay Marist vocation. He intimat-
ed the group about the Motto of the Forum which comprised 
“Welcoming, Nurturing, Living, and Sharing our Vocation”, and 
reiterated that the International Forum for the Lay Marist Vo-
cation will be a process of dialogue and discernment to which 
all Administrative Units are invited and which will run over four 
years.

After the presentation by the Provincial Coordinator and 
Animator of the Lay Marist, the questions expressed in 
four objectives were distributed to sixteen Fraternities for 
further discussion, dialogue, sharing and discernment.  The 
group will reconvene again from 1st to 3rd April, 2022 at 
the same venue (Marist Formation Centre, Orlu, Imo State, 
Nigeria) to summarize all the views of the Lay Marist from 
different Fraternities and come up with unified and definitive 
answers.

NIGERIA

LAY MARIST REFLECTED ON THE INTERNATIONAL FORUM 
FOR THE LAY MARIST VOCATION

https://champagnat.org/en/nigerias-lay-marist-reflected-on-the-international-forum-for-the-lay-marist-vocation/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

Brother François often meditated on St. Joseph. He 
contemplated St. Joseph as a model of authority and 
obedience in Nazareth: “Who can understand the per-
fection of Mary and Joseph in guiding Jesus?” In his 
retreat notes we find a number of prayers to St. Joseph. 
During his illness in 1844, he wrote: “St. Joseph, our 
dear patron and powerful protector, has been a won-
derful help to me.” He quotes Mother Rivière, foundress 
of the Sisters of Boug-Saint-Andéol, who proposed 
St. Joseph as a model for her communities: “Behave 
towards your pupils as St. Joseph did with the Child 
Jesus”.
“Place yourselves,” he continues, “under the protection 
of the glorious Saint Joseph. This great saint, witness 
and guardian of Mary’s virginity, who practised this 
holy virtue to a heroic degree, protects in an awesome 
way all those who come to him to evade the death of 
their souls or defiling the holy lily of innocence”.
He proposed him as a model: a model for a life of 
prayer and recollection and patron for those seeking a 
deeper interior life. A model also, like the Holy Fami-
ly, of manual work, so important to Brother François: 
“Recalling the obscure and hard-working life of the 
Holy Family, the Brothers and novices are to employ 
themselves in the kitchen, the garden and other manu-
al work for the cleanliness of the house and the service 
of the community. They should feel happy to be just like 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph”.
Like Saint Teresa of Avila, he invited any Brother who felt spiritually abandoned to have recourse to him: “Whoev-
er has no spiritual director to guide him along the paths of prayer, let him take Saint Joseph as his guide; he will 
soon discern the true and sure means of success in his quest”.
During his stay in Rome, he took delight in making a novena to St. Joseph, “It is beautiful to hear the glories and 
beauty of the glorious spouse of Mary, patron of the poor and workers, protector of the sick and dying, pro-
claimed in chanting his litany”. He placed the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph, fixed by Pius IX in 1847 for the 
third Sunday after Easter, as a significant date in his calendar. On 17th April, the feast of his patronage, recalling 
various favours, he calls him “The Bursar of the Society, Physician of spiritual and corporal illnesses, Patron and 
Model of the government of the Institute”.
In his letters, one often finds by way of farewell: “I leave you with the divine Jesus, in the shadow of our loving 
mother and under the protection of St. Joseph: it is so good...”. 
Other episodes

Br François, First Superior General of the Marist Institute

50. St. Joseph

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/ 

