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EDUCATION AND EVANGELIZATION

PARTICIPANTS OF THE X GENERAL CONFERENCE SIGN A
COMMITMENT TO THE GLOBAL COMPACT EDUCATION

O

n the 22nd of March 2022, during the afternoon session
of the General Conference, participants had an interactive session with the Secretariat for Education and Evangelization centering on the understanding of the Global Compact on Education. Recall that the Global
Compact on Education is an invitation by
Pope Francis “to rekindle our dedication
for and with young people, renewing the
passion for a more open and inclusive
education”. The Compact is not limited
to educational and academic institutions
but rather, in the belief that commitment
to education must be shared by all, i.e.,
representatives of religions, international
bodies and the various humanitarian
institutions, of the academic, economic,
political, and cultural world.

The inspiration of the Compact is based on an African proverb
that “It takes a village to raise a child”. The Pope, however,
goes further saying that in our days, “We have to create such
a village before we can educate. In the first place, the ground

ON FRIDAY, APRIL 1, A SPECIAL NUMBER OF MARIST NEWS WILL BE PUBLISHED		
WITH DETAILS OF THE THREE WEEKS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,				
THAT TOOK PLACE IN ROME FROM MARCH 8 TO 25.

general administration
■ Last Friday the General Conference ended. Some participants took advantage of Saturday and Sunday to meet at
the regional level. Now, little by little, the participants of the
Conference are returning to their Administrative Units.
■ Since March 21st, the administration has a new collaborator: Flaminia Filanci. She has taken on the role of coordinator
of operational and support services for the CMI department
and the Secretariat of Brothers Today.
■ On Wednesday the Extended Secretariat of the Laity will
meet, together with the link councilors and some facilitators.
The central theme will be the preparation of the face-to-face

meeting of the International Forum, planned for next November in Rome.
■ On the same day, the brothers and laity of the General
Administration will hold their fourth meeting in preparation for the
International Forum on the Marist Lay Vocation. The theme of the
meeting will be Bonding and belonging to the Marist charism.
■ On Thursday, the Brothers Today Secretariat will meet
with the coordinators of vocation ministry from all the Administrative Units. Divided into two groups, they will reflect on the
theme of vocations in view of the Year of Marist Vocations,
which begins on May 20.
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must be cleared of discrimination and fraternity must be
allowed to flourish”. It is about educating children and young
people in fraternity, learning to overcome divisions and conflicts, promoting hospitality, justice, and peace.
The director of the Secretariat for Education and Evangelization,
Brother Carlos Alberto Rojas traced and history of the Compact and invited the Marist Institute to continue the initiative
already in vogue. A booklet created in collaboration with the
International Office for Catholic Education (OIEC) was presented
and put at the disposal of the Provinces and District leaders
to enable them to spread wide the highlights on the Compact
and the ways to move forward in its operation. The material
is available to all Marists on our website. (English | Español |
Français | Português).

A second session took place during a solemn Eucharistic
celebration where all the participant of the General Conference signed a declaration of commitment. In his remark, the
Superior General, Brother Ernesto Sanchez reminded the participant that the Compact fall within our mission as educators
and caregivers to children and young people. Brother Ernesto
led the signing ceremony and encouraged the participant to
replicate the gesture in all Marist ministries across the globe.
The letter from the Pope to the Superior General was also
read to the participant with copies available in all the official
languages of the Institute: (English | Español | Français |
Português | Italiano).
Together, we can be the real advocate of integral education
emphasized in the Compact. Let’s join and promote the initiative.

Br François, First Superior General of the Marist Institute

52.

During the war of 1870 François welcomed those		
displaced from Sant-Genis

On 19th July 1870 France had embarked on an unfortunate war with
Prussia, and the disaster was immediate. Br Louis-Marie went to Tours
to talk to the provisional government about a possible dispensation
from being mobilised into the armed forces for those working in public education, which was the case of many Brothers. The recruits were
organised by legions and, at the beginning of October, it became clear
that the house at Saint-Genis-Laval would be confiscated. Initially, it was
to house 2000 men of the 1st Rhone Legion which did not cause much
damage, but little by little, rooms had to be given up. Brother Louis-Marie
spent the winter at the Hermitage.
Then came those mobilised from Gironde, followed by those from Alsace,
then the 3rd Rhone legion, and finally those from Marseilles. In all, the
house was occupied for four months from mid-October 1870 and quite
extensively damaged.
On 10th September 1870, the Superiors learnt that they would have to
leave the house. On 10, 11 and 12 October, the house had to be vacated.
They worked day and night. The oldest of the young Brothers were sent
to the schools, some to their families temporarily, and the 52 novices had
to leave for Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage.
After a very short night, on 13 October, they had to walk from Saint-Genis to Rive-de-Gier, as the trains were
reserved for the army in that sector. Then, after a long wait, from Rive-de-Gier to Saint-Chamond by train; once
at Saint-Chamond station, another four-kilometre trek by foot for tired people. They reached the Hermitage at
11.30 p.m. without any forewarning. Brother François welcomed them with these words:
“You have had to leave your father’s home at Saint-Genis-Laval, but rest assured, my dear children, you will be
well received in Granpa’s house. But as this is the time of the Great Silence in the whole house, I want to remind
you all of this obligation. However, as this is an exceptional occurrence, keep talking for a little while, but do it
quietly so as not to disturb anyone.”
One of the novices recalled this as an unforgettable event, that night discovering a religious who faithfully
observed the rules, but also a father, a grandfather, as he called himself, full of kindness and paternal care for
his grandchildren.
Other episodes
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news in brief

Southern Africa
On March 25th, in Mtendere, Malawi,
the Province welcomed 8 postulants
who are beginning their journey of
initial formation in the Marist life.
The postulants are from Malawi (4),
Mozambique (2), Zambia (1) and
Angola (1).

BELGIUM

UKRAINIAN REFUGEES
IN THE MARIST
COMMUNITY OF HABAY

Oceania
Last week took place the Marist Faith
Formators Colloquium. Formators in
Marist Ministries gathered across Australia and the Pacific to connect, share
and listen to Keynotes from Hugh
Mackay, Catherine Keenan and Isaiah
Dawe reflect on the theme Known
and Loved - Dignity for All and what
it means. Dr Frank Malloy, National
Director of Marist Schools spoke of the
vital importance of Formation of those
staff working in schools.

Norandina
Last Friday, the training in Cooperative
Learning concluded, with the participation of 22 teachers from Marist
schools in Colombia. The learning of
this methodology took place during
three days at the Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana of Bogota, where
knowledge and experiences of the
different educational institutions were
shared.

French-speaking Marists
Marists from different parts of the
world who speak French met virtually
on March 26. The meeting was animated by the Marists from Lebanon,
who chose as their theme “Beacons
of Light, Beacons of Hope”. Young
people from Christian Life Group (GVX)
gave witness of life in the country and
of the group’s mission, and others
spoke about the difficult situation in
the country.

A

local official in Habay sent a
message on March 5 to all families and communities that could
receive Ukrainian refugees. After a discernment carried out in the community,
the Marists agreed to make the small
Maisonnette available and to respond
to the request. Days later, on March
11, the community welcomed 9 people:
three young mothers with four children,
two of them very young, accompanied
by two grandmothers.

given to the Red Cross for other families
in need.
In coordination with the local authorities
and numerous lay Marist volunteers,
the daily life of this great family is
being organized: translations, the first
administrative and medical procedures
and the schooling of the two children in
the city school. In community, with the
Champagnat group and this family, we
also pray for peace in Ukraine and in the
world.

Thanks to social networks, solidarity
grew rapidly among people related to
the community, who in a few hours
donated cribs, baby strollers, clothes,
personal hygiene items, toys, food, etc.
There were even donations that were

An experience that certainly requires
energy and a careful presence, which
demonstrates a great human richness.

Br. Albert ANDRÉ
30 I MARCH I 2022
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GENERAL HOUSE

MARIST INSTITUTE STATISTICAL DATA PRESENTED
DURING THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

D

uring the General Conference,
Brothers Josep Maria Soteras
and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa,
General Councillors, presented the
statistical data on the brothers who
have embraced the Champagnat
charism.
The maximum number of brothers
in the Marist Institute was 9,752,
in 1965. Currently, the Institute has
2,610 brothers, divided by region: Africa = 452; America Sur = 418; Arco
North = 561; Europe = 739; Oceania
= 269; and Asia = 171.
Next, we share the reflection of Br. Benê Oliveira, Provincial of Brasil Centro-Sul, on the presentation of the statistical numbers.

WE ARE FACING A TIME OF EXODUS,
BUT ALSO A TIME OF GRACE			
AND FAITH
The vitality and topicality of our Global Family have motivated
the Assembly of the General Conference to think, imagine
and plan the Marist Consecrated Life of the present and the
future. – Where will we put our energies? – What visibility will
we have or how will we resume our presence among children
and young people and how will we accompany them in their
life projects? – What life and witness of the brothers do we
want, and can we promote in the world, in the Church? There
is a claim and a call to a new way of being Brothers, and new
and creative ways of living the charism of Champagnat in
these times, both as Brothers and as lay Marists.
We are facing a time of exodus, but also a time of grace
and faith to continue passionately focusing our life/vocation/
mission on following Jesus Christ as the Marian face of the
Church, and with great willingness and attitudes for change,
for a new beginning. The Lord wants our servant and prophetic Leadership in the current situation of the world and the
Church. The Spirit needs us in the current context to continue
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and perpetuate the charism of Saint Marcellin, to respond to
the ecclesial and social needs of our time. We are the Little
Brothers of Mary of the heart of Champagnat, men of God,
more fragile, middle-aged (for the most part), but without fear
of embracing with confidence the reality that we have to live
nowadays.
The world, the Church, the Institute, children and young
people need the testimony of our dedicated and hard-working life, the gift of brotherhood, the joy of perseverance, a
greater union with God in prayer and in daily life, a spirituality
of heart. The future of the world and of the Church continues
to belong to children and young people. What a privileged
vocation we have as religious brothers, laity, educators,
Marist leaders, men and women, all called to be Marists of
Champagnat for current and new generations!
With the same passion and dedication to the mission that
inflamed the daily life of the holy Founder, we are called today
to face the future with audacity and hope! Let us stand firm
in hope and in the certainty of faith that God walks before
us; He will accompany us to the end, just like Mary, who “did
everything between us”.
Br. Benê Oliveira, Provincial of Brasil Centro-Sul

marist news 722

marist world
AUSTRALIA: MARIST ASSOCIATION OF ST
MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT

GUATEMALA: MARIST TEACHERS MEETINGS OF
THE LICEO GUATEMALA

BRAZIL: COLÉGIO MARISTA SÃO JOSÉ TIJUCA

SPAIN: SCHOOL SAN JOSÉ DEL PARQUE

FRANCE: CENTRE D’ACCUEIL L’HERMITAGE TEAM

BOLIVIA: SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA – MARIST
LAY COMMUNITY: BUENA MADRE

DISTRICT OF THE PACIFIC

BROTHERS MEET FOR DISCUSSION OF
SAFEGUARDING AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

A

round 50 Brothers from
around the District of the
Pacific gathered online for a
structured discussion of Safeguarding and Professional Standards. The
programme started with a prayer
to remember all the survivors of
abuse. Before God, and in deep
shame and regret, the Marist Brothers recognise that they have failed
to protect the vulnerable.
The District Leader, Br. John, gave a brief overview of the calls
of the Church, the Congregation, the previous District Chapter
and other sources that highlight the significance of this ministry
today. The Professional Standards team shared their responses
to questions that had been received (before the session) from
various Brothers.
Using chat rooms and the helpful initial information that was

provided, the participants carefully and respectfully explored
the topic further.
There is a desire to learn, to deepen their understandings, and
to be transformed.
Individually and as a group, the Marist Brothers from the District of the Pacific aim to continue growing in care, accountability, communication, healing and support to all involved.
30 I MARCH I 2022
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SECRETARIAT OF SOLIDARITY

GENDER EQUALITY IN SCHOOLS:
A CHALLENGE FOR TEACHERS

G

ender equality
entails equal rights
to dignity, respect,
fairness, and opportunities
for everyone including
access to leadership in
all the domains of public
and private life. Unfortunately, this is not the case.
Gender inequality persists
almost everywhere due to
the role and place which
society assigns to women.
Despite progress in social
equality in the advanced
countries, this situation
has not changed. For this
reason, the United Nations
(UN) decided to adopt gender equality as one of its sustainable
development goals (SDGs) to empower all women and girls.
To do this, the UN targets the elimination of all forms of discrimination, violence, and exploitation of women to foster equal
rights to economic resources, property ownership, financial
services for all, as well as enforcelegislation for gender equality.
The mission in the schools
The UN relies on governments, non-governmental and civil
societies, organizations, and social services including schools
to defend and advance the cause of gender equality. Unfortunately, schools continue to reinforce gender disparity
through the hidden curriculum as teachers socialize students
into stereotypical gender roles. Gender bias is implied when
teachers sort out students, learning materials, activities and
tasks based on gender. Teachers affirm their gender bias
every time theytaunt boys during school physical activities for
behaving like girls.
Gender bias is equally evident in the underrepresentation of
girls in textbooks. Most storybooks describe the world in which
boys and men are active, resistant, and assertive while girls
and women are not. Teachers reinforce this by giving more
attention to boys than to girls during classroom interaction.
Classroom observation research has revealed that while female
teachers always give more attention to boys, male teachers
only increase their attention to girls when the latter get older.
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Teachers are generally unaware of their gender bias and of the
subtle messages of gender disparity embedded in educational
materials, situations, and activities. Unless teachers become
aware of the biased messages that they unintentionally give
to the students every day, and until they are provided with the
methods and resources necessary to eliminate gender-biases
in their classrooms, girls will continue to receive less attention
in education.
Secondly, teachers have a great opportunity to model gender
equality and prepare children for a changing world where traditional beliefs about male and female roles will not exist. There
is no doubt that the gender-neutral language that students
hear in classrooms and the diverse stories about women and
men in non-stereotyped roles that they read will affect their
future interests, activities, and careers. While teachers create a
safe and secure learning environment which is free of violence
and discrimination and provide gender-sensitive education,
governments could develop non-discriminatory curricula, facilitate teacher education, and make sure sanitation facilities are
adequate. Similarly, schools could encourage teachers to follow
professional norms regarding appropriate disciplinary practices
and provide unbiased instruction. Unless femininity or masculinity are acknowledged and accepted as specific gifts of God,
their mutual enrichment cannot be fully appreciated.
Brother Francis Lukong – Secretariat of Solidarity
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MEETING WITH POPE FRANCIS: LOOKING BEYOND
AND TEACHING OTHERS TO LOOK BEYOND

Thanks from Br. Ernesto Sánchez to the Holy Father: English | Español | Français | Português
Pope Francis to the Marists: English | Español | Français | Português | Italiano
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DEM. REP. OF THE CONGO

THE COMMUNITY OF KINSHASA MOURNS
BROTHER MARINO PRIMICERI

I

n communion with all the
Brothers of the Province
PACE, the community of
Marist Brothers of Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of
Congo, organised on Friday,
March 25, a holy Mass to
accompany Brother Marino
Primiceri to his final resting
place.
Br. Marino passed away on
March 22 in Rome. Linked to
the Marists in Belgium, Province of West Central Europe,
he had been a missionary
in Africa since 1975 and
was currently a missionary
in Tanzania, belonging to
the Province of West Central
Europe. The funeral was held
on March 24 at the General House.
Th ceremony in Congo was attended by his former students
from Kindu, Kisangani and Nyangezi who wanted to pay
their last respects. In an atmosphere of recollection, the
Mass began with the presentation of his biography with
particular emphasis on the 58 years of his religious life on
earth. During the homily, the priest insisted on the faith
that must animate us when we lose the loved ones who
have shaped part of our education.
Brother Edouard YATHA, Superior of the community of Bobokoli in Kinshasa, gave a testimony that pinpointed certain

qualities and values embodied by Brother Marino: simplicity, his love for youth, his compassion for the handicapped
and street children, his taste for risk to improve the world.
At the end of the ceremony, the whole assembly shared a
small meal and everyone was able to give their testimony
about Brother Marino, who has had a positive impact on
many lives in Congo. He had promised to visit his former
students in Kinshasa one day, but faced with death they
hope to meet him in the house of the Father with the other
Brothers who have left us.
Funeral in Rome.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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