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■  During these days, Brothers Óscar and Ken, General 
Councillors, liaison with the Africa Region, are visiting MIC 
in Nairobi, the formation house for the Brothers in temporary 
profession in Africa.
■  Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar General, and Josep Maria, 
General Councillor, are participating, in the Philippines, in the 
East Asia retreat, which is being held in General Santos, from 
12 to 17 April.
■  On Wednesday, the Brothers and lay people of the General 

Administration took part in the 5th meeting of the local course 
of the International Forum on the Lay Marist Vocation.
■  FMSI has promoted, during the week, various activities 
with a view to promoting quality education for girls and boys 
in Malawi, organising workshops for adolescents and young 
people in Bolivia, disseminating the projects in Syria through 
Italian channels of communication, and implementing a new 
project in Bangladesh.

general administration

May we encounter the risen Jesus in depth

In the recent Audience we had with Pope Francis, towards the end of the General Conference, we 
asked for his blessing for all the Brothers as well as the lay people involved in the life and mission of 
the Institute, and for all the young people in our educational and social works in 78 countries, and 
their families.
The Pope, among other things, told us: “Jesus Christ is the Master of life and truth, the way to follow 
to become fully human, and the Holy Spirit is the interior Master who forms Christ in us. What a 
vocation, what a mission, brothers, to cooperate with Christ and the Spirit as you accompany young 
people on this adventure!”
This Easter, may we en-
counter the risen Jesus 
in depth and be able to 
respond with joy and 
passion to the challen-
ges we face in these 
new times in which we 
live.  He continually 
reminds us: Do not be 
afraid!  (Mt 28:10).
Happy Easter to each 
of you, your communi-
ties and your families!

Br. Ernesto Sánchez, 
General Superior
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The Holy Father is inviting us to 
engage in a moment of ‘Synoda-
lity’ at the level of the universal 

Church.  This term means ‘keeping in 
step with one another’. In the light of this 
invitation, representatives of the Catholic 
Church in Syria (three Patriarchates, 17 
Bishops, representatives of all religious 
congregations and charitable organi-
sations in Syria) met together to take 
up a particular aspect of ‘shoulder to 
shoulder, under the slogan, “the Church, 
home of charity, Synodality and Coordi-
nation”.

This Conference was held at Damascus 
from 15 to 17 March 2022, bringing 
together more than 200 Syrian par-
ticipants coming from all parts of the 
country along with representatives of the 
Roman Curia and of ROACO (the various 
Catholic aid agencies of the Oriental 
Church).  Four members of the Blue 
Marists attended.

In his opening address, Cardinal Sandri, 

Prefect of the Dicastery for the Oriental 
Churches, set out the purpose of the 
gathering: To call to mind, reflect on, 
discuss together and coordinate, “to bear 
the burdens of one another”. He also 
shared a message from Pope Francis in 
which the Holy Father invited us to be “a 
tangible sign of the charity of the Church 
through our initiatives, inspired by the 
Gospel…”

In this period of grave economic crisis 
that is wracking Syria, it is important to 
meet, share and coordinate our current 
activities and especially to try to plan for 
the future.

The war between Russia and Ukraine is 
making the crisis worse
As if the consequences of the war and 
western-imposed economic sanctions 
were not enough to reduce the Syrian 
people to a life of misery and uncertainty, 
the war between Russia and Ukraine has 
made things worse and increased our 
woes and daily trials.

Overnight, prices have been sky-rocke-
ting. A couple of examples.  Electricity 
from the mains is still rationed (we have 
power 2 hours per day) and the weekly 
cost of 1 ampere from a private gene-
rator to light 2 bulbs and a mini-fridge 
has risen, in 15 days, from 12,000 
Syrian pounds to 18,000 L.S. Doing the 
maths, that’s 72,000 L.S. per month, so 
more than three quarters of an average 
monthly salary.
Lacking financial means, many families 
are resigned to remaining in the dark 
from sunset onwards.

Food prices are soaring. The price of a li-
tre of vegetable oil has risen in one week 
from 13,000 to 17,000 Syrian pounds.
These are difficult times. There is no 
light on the horizon.

The Blue Marists
As Blue Marists, we are putting into 
practice through our daily activities the 
message that the Holy Father addressed 
to the participants in the Damascus 

BLUE MARIST

LETTER FROM ALEPPO NO 43 : SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-no-43-shoulder-to-shoulder/
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In March, the meeting of the school 
of Marist animators of Venezuela 
took place, with the participation of 
representatives from 6 Marist works 
of the country. It was an opportunity to 
review the educational processes for 
children and young people, generating 
new purposes based on the realities 
discovered.

arco Norte
The bursars of the Arco Norte region 
met last week at the Provincial 
House of Norandina in Colombia. 
Among the topics of the meeting 
were the integration and getting 
to know the new bursars, as well 
as the revision of projects and 
the planning of future paths. The 
participating bursars were Brothers 
Félix Roldán, Canada; Jorge Carva-
jal, México Central; Manuel Mantilla, 
América Central; Melesio Tiscareño, 
México Occidental: Henry Sammon, 
United States and Laurentino Albalá 
Medina, Norandina. Brother Goyo 
Linacero participated representing 
the General Treasurer’s Office.

east asia
April 7th, the Sector of Korea had a 
Zoom meeting in preparation for the 
6th Provincial Chapter, that will take 
place next week. After sharing some 
ideas about some of the aspirations 
of the Brothers, life of the province 
and the role and expectations of 
the Brothers, the participants took 
advantage of the occasion to freely 
share their life.

Conference, when he recalled the image 
used by Saint Paul, in his letter to the Co-
rinthians, of the members of the Church 
forming a single body: “Among the 
members of this body, there is listening, 
sharing of love, mutual support and, 
above all, an awareness of the role that 
each one is called to play”.

We are continuing our programme of 
distributing a monthly food basket to over 
850 of the poorest families. We cannot 
afford to stop it, given the extreme pover-
ty we encounter every day.

The “Shared Bread” project continues to 
provide a daily hot meal to 210 people 
over 80, living alone. These are people 
who often live in great loneliness and ex-
treme poverty. We see how much these 
people need a tender and affectionate 
presence; how much they need conver-
sation… So, in our formation program 
for all our Marist volunteers and it being 
Lent, we suggested that they visit these 
elderly people. In pairs, they did this, 
giving their time listening and sharing. 
Many of elderly asked them to return in 
the future….

In addition to the daily hot meal, we have 
chosen to pay for 1 ampere for those 
who are without electricity.
The children in the educational projects 
“I want to learn” and “Learning to grow” 
were able to celebrate Mother’s Day 
on 21st March. They had not done so 
for two years because of the Covid 19 
pandemic.
The ‘Women’s Development’ and ‘Cutting 
and Sewing’ projects have now comple-
ted their training sessions. More than 60 
women have benefited from them. Other 
women will benefit from the next sessions 
due to start in the next few days.

The medical project continues to bring 
relief to many patients. It is one of the 
more costly projects that we need to 
continue given the exorbitant cost of 
treatment and medication in Syria at the 

moment.
We are dealing with an increase in 
violence among our young children and 
adolescents. The “Seeds” psychological 
support project provides an educational 
response to this explosion of violence 
(verbal and physical) through a mostly 
one-to-one accompaniment.

We strongly believe that the best way to 
help our compatriots and co-religionists 
survive and look forward to the future 
with some peace of mind is to enable 
them to have jobs and livelihoods so that 
they can be independent of the relief aid 
provided by NGOs. This is why we are 
continuing our MIT programme (training 
adults in various skills and teaching them 
to manage their projects). Our micro-pro-
jects programme finances their projects 
and offers mentoring for three years. Our 
vocational training programme allows 
other adults to learn a trade in 2 years by 
being apprenticed to a professional.

Shoulder to shoulder
In our various projects, we, the Blue 
Marists, do not give alms or charity. 
“Shoulder to shoulder” in a spirit of 
solidarity has been our charism from the 
beginning.
Shoulder to shoulder is also about 
living with others who do not share our 
personal religious beliefs, cult or culture. 
It means trying to resolve our differences 
by peaceful means.
Shoulder to shoulder means choosing 
life. As the song of Jean Claude Gianna-
da says,

“It only takes one tear to make the world 
cry, one song to make it dance, one hand 
in my hand to start a circle, and if there 
are two of us why not thousands?
Come on, open up, come out of your 
dark place; come on, your load can be a 
source of joy… Come on, write the next 
line in the book of Love; Come on, this 
dark night can become day!”

I wish you all a happy and holy Easter.
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INTERNATIONAL NETWORK OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

27 INSTITUTIONS MEET FOR THE X ASSEMBLY

From April 26 to 29, PUCRS will be held the X Assembly of 
the Marist International Network of Institutions of Higher 
Education (IHE) will be held at the Pontificia Universida-

de Católica do Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS), in Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. The event, whose theme is Innovation, Development and 
Transformation, provides for the participation of representatives 
of the General Government of the Marist Institute and leaders of 
27 Marist Higher Education Institutions around the world.

Innovation and joint work
The Assembly is the most important decision-making and 
project development arena among the HEIs. In this edition, the 
program will feature presentations on the work developed by 
the Executive Committee since the last face-to-face meeting, in 
2019, in Lima, Peru. Josep Miquel Piqué, president of La Salle 
Technova Innovation Park, in Barcelona and of the Catalan 
Network of Science Parks (XPCAT), will be making his presence 
felt.

Possible connections
Following a journey that began in 2004, the X Assembly’s main 
goals are to reflect upon the context of Innovation in Marist Hi-
gher Education, reinforce and approve the Network’s Strategic 

Plan, build and approve the Network’s operating model and, 
finally, share good practices.
For Br. Manuir Mentges, Senior Vice President of PUCRS, and 
President of the Network’s Executive Board, the event is an 
opportunity to reflect upon Marist education in Higher Educa-
tion. “By reflecting upon and reinforcing its purpose, which is 
Innovation, Development and Transformation in Marist HEIs, 
the meeting will discuss and approve its strategic plan and 
its organizational structure”, he says. “It will also be a time to 
share good practices, join forces and validate projects that can 
connect us at local and global levels, fostering internationaliza-
tion and networking”.

Marist International Network of IHE
The Marist International Network of Institutions of Higher 
Education (IHE) currently consists of 27 institutions which, in 
line with the provisions of the General Board of Administration 
of the Institute of the Marist Brothers, in Rome, seek to create 
connections with synergy and develop action in the areas 
where they conduct their missions. Founded in 2004, this ne-
twork’s goal is to create opportunities for partnerships, training 
and joint projects, in an effort to maximize its actions in higher 
education in more than 10 countries.

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/higher-education/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/higher-education/
https://www.pucrs.br/en/
https://www.pucrs.br/en/
https://champagnat.org/en/27-institutions-meet-for-the-x-assembly-of-the-marist-international-network-of-institutions-of-higher-education/
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SPAIN: ALICANTE

SRI LANKA: MARIST INTERNATIONAL NOVITIATE, 
TUDELLA

MEXICO: MARIST UNIVERSITY OF QUERETARO

AUSTRALIA: LAVALLA200> MOUNT DRUITTVENEZUELA: MEETING OF ESCUELA DE 
ANIMADORES MARISTAS

marist world

BRAZIL: MARISTAS IN ILHA GRANDE DOS 
MARINHEIROS

"Restorative justice. Recognition and reparation to 
victims of sexual abuse” was the webinar title held 
on March, promoted by the Europe Region Child 

Protection Team, targeted at provincial councils and protective 
and communication provincial teams.

During the virtual seminar, several very important 
reflections were highlighted, such as recognition, lis-
tening, responsibility, recovery, reparation, prevention, 
repentance, forgiveness.

It is possible to watch the webinar on YouTube.

Panelists included: Br. Brendan Geary, who has worked in the 
field of protection for over 20 years; Maria Teresa Compte, 
doctor in political science and sociology and president of the 
Betània Association for the reception and accompaniment 

of victims of sexual abuse in the Church; and Marc Botzung, 
general assistant of the Spiritans, responsible for the areas of 
interreligious dialogue and protection of minors.
The three speakers agreed to explain that it is a complex 
process, in which the institutions have a great responsibility in 
listening and recognizing to make restorative justice a reality for 
people who have been victims of abuse.

HERMITAGE PROVINCE

“RESTORATIVE JUSTICE”: WEBINAR ON CHILD 
PROTECTION

https://youtu.be/x3vFucIT4J4
https://champagnat.org/en/restorative-justice-webinar-on-child-protection/
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«Brother François – Spirituality, Leadership and Man-
agement” is the theme of the first meeting of 2022 
of the Marist Historical and Spiritual Patrimony 

Workshop (PHEM), a formative space of the Marist Memorial 
and Farol 1817 of the Province of Brasil Centro-Sul. The 
meetings will take place virtually on April 18 and 19.
The event will address the contribution of Brother François, 
the first Superior General of the Marist Institute, to the conti-
nuity of the Marist mission. The activity is open to all Marists 
of Champagnat and others interested in developing leadership 
skills.
You can register for free on the Farol 1817 website.

Workshop Program
On the first day, Brother Antonio Martínez Estaún, former 
Director of Communications and Postulator General of the 
Institute, will delve into the theme “The Spirituality of Brother 
François through his Circulars”.
On the second day there will be a round table discussion 
entitled “Spirituality, leadership and management in the expe-
rience of the first successor of Father Champagnat”. Fabiano 
Incerti and João Luis Fedel Gonçalves, researchers of the 
Brother François Rivat Laboratory, together with José Leão 
and the mediation of Angelo Ricordi, member of the Marist 
Memorial.

In addition, during the workshop, Dyógenes Phillipsen Araujo, 
director of the Marist Memorial, will present the first episode 
of the podcast “Our Superiors General: chronicles of Marist 
spirituality and management”. With a style reminiscent of 
radio soap operas, this project aims to revive the history and 
management of Father Champagnat’s successors.

BRAZIL CENTRO-SUL

COURSE ABOUT THE TEACHINGS OF BR. FRANÇOIS
ON MANAGEMENT AND LEADERSHIP

The Marist Institute, through the Solidarity Secretariat, and in 
collaboration with the Marist Province of L’Hermitage, is offering 
a job as an Advocacy Officer in Geneva.

The selection process will be open until the end of April 2022, 
through Ecclésia RH.

For more information on this position, please click on the 
following link.

If you wish to apply for this position, please click on this link.

GENERAL HOUSE

THE MARIST INSTITUTE IS OFFERING A
JOB POSITION AS ADVOCACY OFFICER IN GENEVA

https://champagnat.org/en/course-about-the-teachings-of-br-francois-on-management-and-leadership/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
https://www.ecclesia-rh.com/espace-candidats/rechercher-une-offre-demploi#offre/FMA11
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ADVOCACY_OFFICER-MaristBrothers_JobDescription.pdf
https://champagnat.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/ADVOCACY_OFFICER-MaristBrothers_JobDescription.pdf
https://www.ecclesia-rh.com/espace-candidats/rechercher-une-offre-demploi#offre/FMA11
https://champagnat.org/es/el-instituto-ofrece-un-puesto-laboral-de-advocacy-officer-en-ginebra/
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The virtual meeting of the International Marist Spiritual 
Patrimony Commission took place on April 6, connecting 
participants from Central America to Australia. All ten 

members of the Commission were present. Br. Allan de Castro 
from the Philippines, appointed Provincial of East Asia, is no 
longer part of the Commission. Also present, as usual, were the 
two Brothers Directors of the Brothers Today Secretariat, Angel 
Medina and Lindley Sionosa. On behalf of the General Council, 
Brother Óscar Vicario, visiting MIC, sent a message from Nai-
robi with some suggestions from the Council. Brother Arsacio 
collaborated as translator.

Among the topics dealt with during the meeting, the following 
stand out:

• The issue 40 of Marist Notebooks is already in the final 
stage of printing. Dyogenes explained the new features of 
this edition, with the inclusion of a QR code through which 
the reader can access a video in which each author intro-
duces himself and the reading of the written article. The 
previous editions are already fully digitalized and present 
on the Institute’s website.

• Br. André Lanfrey reported on progress regarding his work 
to be published in the next issue of the FMS Studia collec-
tion. It includes research by Gabriel Michel and Pierre Zind, 
offering a fresh look at the Institute’s legal authorization 
process. The text should be completed by the end of the 
year.

• The project of a Patrimony Course was addressed once 
again, based on feedback from the General Council and a 
brief survey of Provincials. The consultation reflects a great 
support for the project, adjusting some aspects. There is 
a concern about its duration and the attendance period, 
taking into account the desire for the participation of lay 
people. There is consensus within the Commission about 
academic rigor, keeping in mind the primary objective of 
forming a new generation of Marist researchers. Brother 
Michael Green will prepare a new proposal for the next 
meeting in June, taking into account the suggestions and 
presenting alternatives.

At the end of its meeting, the Commission confirmed the 
face-to-face meeting in Rome from June 20 to 24, thus resu-
ming a tradition of many years, interrupted for two years due to 
the pandemic.

GENERAL HOUSE

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL
MARIST SPIRITUAL PATRIMONY COMMISSION

https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-the-international-marist-spiritual-patrimony-commission/
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On March 10, 2022, Angelo Ricordi, a layman 
of the Marist Province of Brazil Centro-Sul 
and a Specialist at the Marist Memorial, de-

fended his thesis in Theology in the Post-Graduate 
Programme of the Pontifical Catholic University of 
Paraná under the title: A Certeaunian reading of the 
origins of Marist spirituality.
The result of four years of research into the origins 
of the spirituality of the Marist Institute, the thesis 
dialogues with the academic work already carried 
out on the subject, in particular by Brothers André 
Lanfrey, Manuel Mesonero Sanchez and Michael 
Green.
The study begins with a comprehensive reconstruction of 
the state of the art regarding Marist spirituality, followed by 
an analysis of the historical, social and theological context of 
the period of the French Revolution and the Restoration, so 
consequential in the birth of the Marist Institute. Then follows 
the primary focus of the research, in which the spirituality of 
the Founder and the first Brothers is analysed in dialogue with 
the thinking of the theologian and historian, Michel de Certeau 
(1925-1986).
Based on this analysis and the research of Brother André Lan-
frey, the central thesis consists in recognizing, the fundamental 
role of Brothers François, Jean-Baptiste Furet and Louis-Marie 
in what constituted the spirituality that marked the period from 
1840 to 1881. More than simple collators, these Brothers can 
be considered, from a Certeaunian hermeneutic, co-creators of 
the spirituality of the Brothers of Mary.
The thesis was approved with honours and recommended for 
publication by Professors Dr. Alfredo Teixeira (Catholic Universi-
ty of Portugal), Dr. Alex Villas Boas Vicentin (Advisor and Chair 
of the Board), Dr. Maria Clara Bingemer (PUCRJ), Dr. Fabiano 
Incerti and Dr. Jefferson Zeferino (PUCPR).

Summary of the doctoral thesis
of Angelo Alberto Diniz Ricordi
Under the title “A Certeaunian Reading of the Origins of Marist 
Spirituality”, this research aims to analyse the process of the 
construction and consolidation of the official texts of the spiri-
tual literature (1852-1870) of the Institute of the Little Brothers 
of Mary, taking as its basis the thinking of the theologian and 
historian Michel de Certeau. Starting from a study of a num-
ber of documents and related bibliography, we have analysed 
the main points where Certeau’s thinking intersects with the 

origins of the spirituality bequeathed by Marcellin Champagnat 
and stemming from the role played by Brothers François and 
Jean-Baptiste in the official consolidation of this literature.
The result of this research is presented here in six chapters: 
The first presents the Certeaunian approach, an in-depth 
discussion of what spirituality is, and the sources that we have 
used for this historical and theological research. Chapter 2 
presents the status quaestionis highlighting the work of Brother 
André Lanfrey. Chapter 3 examines the epistemological, reli-
gious and social ruptures that took place in the period between 
the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries in France with their 
direct influence on the French Revolution and subsequently on 
the Restoration period, when the Society of Mary and the Marist 
Brothers were born. Chapters 4 and 5 present a detailed anal-
ysis of the bibliography of Father Champagnat’s manuscripts, 
shedding more light on the rediscovery of his Conferences and 
Circulars. Chapter 6 and the Final Considerations consider the 
arguments ‘for’ and ‘against’ in relation to the concept of the 
“co-creation” of Marist spirituality by Brothers François and 
Jean-Baptiste.
The research on the origins of Marist spirituality, starting 
from the categories of Certeaunian analysis, reveals a signif-
icant plurality and diversity of a succession of interpretations 
where we had expected to find simply a relatively uniform 
vision. The texts of the Marist origins find their foundational 
status in the Certeaunian category of ‘authority’ which allows 
for a degree of openness. Such authority does not claim to 
have the whole truth on something to be shared.  Rather, 
the truth in what others also have to say is acknowledged, 
recognising that any interpretation of such a rich legacy is 
provisional and to be recast depending on the context and on 
who is speaking and where.

BRAZIL CENTRO-SUL 

A DOCTORAL THESIS ON MARIST SPIRITUALITY IS 
DEFENDED BY A LAY MARIST AT THE PUC OF PARANÁ

https://champagnat.org/en/a-doctoral-thesis-on-marist-spirituality-is-defended-by-a-lay-marist-at-the-puc-of-parana/
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In 1876, Brother François was possibly the victim of a 
stroke. On May 24 Brother Carloman knocked at his door 
with the Laudetur Jesus Christus and heard no answer. 
François had lost consciousness and was lying on the 
floor. Dr. Fredet, alerted to the emergency, diagnosed a 
sudden stroke with paralysis of the right limbs. His con-
dition was serious, almost desperate. The two Assistants 
present at Saint-Genis and his nephew, Father David, 
were immediately notified by telegram. 
But there is a slight improvement, and the whole house 
turns to uninterrupted prayer and groups take turns 
every hour before the Blessed Sacrament.
Br. Louis-Marie, Superior General, arrived on May 30 
from Paris. He urged the Community to beseech heaven 
for a miraculous cure. The result was that although 
the recovery was neither sudden nor complete, it was 
nevertheless solid. “No wonder I am still alive,” said the 
sick man; “they prayed for me so much that I could not 
die.”
Other episodes

Br. François, first Superior General of the Marist Institute

54. Final illness: a stroke

CANADA

MEETING OF THE MARISTS OF THE DISTRICT

Una veintena de Maristas 
del Distrito de Canadá se 
reunieron, el primer fin de 

semana de abril, en el Campa-
mento Marista de Rawdon para 
vivir un momento de fraternidad 
y reflexión. En un periodo tan 
breve, no fue posible hablar 
de todo y hacer de todo, pero 
lo importante fue estar juntos 
“alrededor de la misma mesa”: 
es eso lo que hicimos.
A partir de una reflexión sobre 
la vocación, que es la respues-
ta a las llamadas que el Señor nos hace en el transcurso de 
nuestra vida, analizamos el contexto de la llamada al sacer-
docio de Marcelino y su respuesta. Y a nosotros, Maristas de 
Champagnat, nos toca hoy llevar y transmitir su carisma, como 
lo hicieron los hermanos desde el inicio de la presencia marista 
en Canadá, en 1985.
Es cierto que esta misión va más allá de nosotros, y nos 

sentimos un poco como los anawim, “el pequeño resto”. Por 
lo tanto, necesitamos confiar en María para llevar a cabo esta 
misión, pero a su manera: con humildad y confianza.
Fue realmente un tiempo de gracia en un clima de escucha, 
de atención recíproca y de compartir, lo que nos ha permit-
ido, a nuestra manera, «Mirar más allá...» con confianza y 
serenidad.

 https://champagnat.org/en/biography-of-br-francisco-in-instalments/ 
https://freresmaristes.qc.ca/
https://freresmaristes.qc.ca/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-the-marists-of-the-district-of-canada/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

In partnership with the Pontificia Universidad Javeri-
ana (Bogotá – Colombia), the province of Norandina 
has started on March 28 the Second Cohort of the 

Diploma in ”Marist Educational Leadership”. 41 direc-
tors and teachers from the Marist schools – brothers 
and laity – from Ecuador, Venezuela and Colombia 
are currently participating in the training that will end 
on May 28.
During the opening, Fr. Jorge Humberto Peláez, S.J. 
Rector of the Javeriana University, highlighted the 
work that is being carried out with the Marist com-
munity, in line with what is proposed by the Global 
Educational Pact.
“The Javeriana University has welcomed with great enthusiasm 
the proposal made by Pope Francis to join the Global Educa-
tional Pact. It is in this context that this encounter arises with 
the educational work of the Marist community”, said the Jesuit 
priest and added that “the only way to build a new social fabric is 
precisely by creating a new culture that leads one to look to the 
future with optimism and hope.”
The training is divided into 3 parts: face-to-face meeting sessions 
at the end of March, virtual sessions between April and May, and 
face-to-face sessions at the end of May, before concluding the 
diploma course.

Speaking on the formation, Br. Hugo Tapia Bolaños (Pasto – 
Colombia) expressed that this “allows us to see how our founder, 
from the beginning, began to announce and transform the world; 
he has transformed thoughts.”
“We are going to continue to form ourselves in those qualities, in 
those values, as a Marist family, as a teacher, as a brother, as a 
lay person, to share it later in our experiences, in our schools and 
works”, expressed, for his part, Br. Sixto Eliseo Chalaco Jaramillo 
(Quevedo – Ecuador).
Several teachers from different Marist schools also spoke about 
their expectations and contributions in relation to this diploma 
course. Enter this link to see his opinions.

PROVINCE OF NORANDINA

DIPLOMA IN MARIST EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

EASTER 2022

MAY THE RISEN CHRIST BE OUR STRENGTH IN 
FOLLOWING THE DREAM OF ST. MARCELLIN 
CHAMPAGNAT. HAPPY EASTER!
At the foot of the Cross, we are in awe of a God who loves us without reserve. 
We find a God who shares the physical and psychological suffering, betrayal, 
abandonment and violence experienced by humanity, and transforms these ex-
periences. There we enter the mystery of redemptive suffering and learn humble 
fidelity in love. The crucified Christ is the sign and deepest expression of a God 
who is love (Water from the Rock, 22).
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