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MAY THE JOY OF THE RISEN LORD BE WITH YOU ALL!!!
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EASTER MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS
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YEAR OF MARIST VOCATIONS– Message from Bro. Norbert Mwila
In June last year in his letter to the Provincials and District Leaders, Bro. Ernesto Sanchez announced the year of Marist Vocations starting on the 20th of May 2022 to the 6th of June 2023.
In Marist history between 1822 and 1823 after a great short fall in vocations there came a sudden and an enormous increase in vocations. Marcellin’s experience 200 years ago awakens in us
the initiative to turn to God and Mary in praying and stepping up our efforts to foster and promote Marist Vocations.
Br. Norbert Mwila

As we promote and pray for more vocations to brotherhood we also pray for the grace of faithful-

ness and perseverance for those who are already called as in the words of St. Marcellin, “Love your vocation, be faithful
and steadfast to the end, and with courage. May the Good Mother preserve you, give you increase and bring you to holiness.”
In our present time and context, we have a greater consciousness to recognise and support the distinctive Marist vocational paths of the Brothers and the Lay. Like St. Marcellin, we ask the Lord that he may increase our number by guiding to our Institute those whom he calls to share in the life and mission as Marists of Champagnat.
The Province of Southern Africa like all other Provinces and Districts of the Marist world launches in this month of
May the year of Marist Vocations with a call to respond in concrete and practical ways at both Province and local levels.
Alongside what’s already in practice like the prayer for Vocations at the daily morning prayer and in vocation promotion initiatives, we have an invitation to revise our vocation promotion plans and see how to extensively be involved in
fostering vocations of both Brothers and Lay.
At the Province and local levels by countries, we need to challenge ourselves to understand, promote, deepen and nurture and take care of both ways of being Marist as Brothers and Lay Marists of Champagnat.
For young men who feel called and are considering the vocation of a Brother, we need to encourage them and offer
them the needed support and accompaniment. “There is great value in being brother today.” (RL)
Some Communities have incorporated the Year of Marist Vocations into their Community Life Plan with the initiative to extend activities beyond designated Schools of ministry and apostolate.
The Constitutions (Const. no. 65) direct us to cultivate a “culture of vocations” in our communities and places of ministry by
giving witness to the joy of living as Marist, in consecrated life and in other life options.”
May the Year of Marist Vocations we are launching yield the desired results and benefit us with good and faithful Vocations to the Brothers and the Lay to serve the Church in the charism and mission that was bequeathed to us through
St. Marcellin.
Mother Mary, your Son Jesus would still say today: The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. We beg you, Our Lady of
Africa, to send us workers to labour in the fields of your Son.
May we, the Marist Brothers on this continent of Africa together with the lay, continue to work diligently and thus bring in the harvest so desired by your Son.
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HAPPY SILVER JUBILEE BR. PAUL BHATTI!!!

Bro. Paul Bhatti, member of the Atlantis Community in Cape Town, celebrating his 25th Anniversary of
Religious life on 19th March 2022. May the Lord and our Good Mother Mary continue protecting you.
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BRO. PAUL CELEBRATING HIS ANNIVERSARY

A gift shared is a gift long remembered...
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BR. ERNESTO SANCHEZ PRESENTING THE STATUE OF MARY TO
POPE FRANCIS ON THE DAY THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE HAD AN AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE

Beautiful moments reveal what life can be….

Below: Br. Norbert Mwila Provincial Superior of Marist Brothers Southern Africa meeting Pope Francis on
the occasion of the General Conference of Marist Brothers in Rome.
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Pope Francis meets participants in the General Conference of Marist Brothers.

Pope to Marist Brothers: “Look beyond” to God's horizon like Mary.
Pope Francis met representatives of the Marist Brothers on the occasion of their General Conference in Rome.
While being faithful to their roots, he urged them to look to the horizon of God, like Mary did, in educating youth .
By Robin Gomes
Pope Francis on Thursday invited Marist brothers to “look beyond” with Mary, in the footsteps of the Lord Jesus in
their service of educating and evangelizing young people, who are particularly sensitive to and interested in ecology.
The Pope made the call when he received in audience some 38 participants in the General Conference of the Marist
Brothers, a religious institute founded in 1817 in Lyon by French priest St. Marcellin Champagnat. The Brothers
hold a General Conference every 8 years between 2 General Chapters. The March 8-26 General Conference has as
its motto, “Looking beyond”, and its theme, “Leaders at the service of the Global Marist Family”.

The Word of God
Referring to their motto, Pope Francis told the Marist Brothers they need to keep an eye on 2 or 3 points of reference that provide them with the orientation to look beyond. The first among them is the Word of God which helps
one to look “beyond the worldly mentality, beyond short-term interests, beyond a partial perspective, in order to
open up to the horizon of a universal brotherhood”. The General Conference is discussing how best to look beyond
in serving the family of Marist Brothers which is multicultural and multi-ethnic, and which therefore requires overcoming frontiers of mentality, the Pope said.

Open to God like Mary
However, this does not mean detaching themselves from their roots, as there is no contradiction between fidelity to
their roots and universal openness.
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Story continued from page 7...
On the contrary, as Christ has shown, the Pope said, “it is precisely by remaining faithful to the end to the covenant of love with the people entrusted to us that our service becomes fruitful for all, by the power of God's grace”.
“For Marist Brothers,” the Pope said, “this means remaining faithful to the service of educating and evangelizing
young people, according to the charism of Saint Marcellin Champagnat.” He knew how to "look beyond", and he
knew how to teach young people to "look beyond", to open themselves to God, to the horizons of love according
to the Gospel.
In this, he was guided by the example of the Virgin Mary, a simple woman from an outlying village, whose heart
looked beyond to the horizon of the Kingdom of God, as her Magnificat reveals. The Holy Father said that the
Magnificat contains a vision of life and history; it is a school of faith and prayer, which frees us from self-enclosure
and all spiritualism, and shows us the joy of believing, hoping and loving according to the Gospel of Christ.

Ecology
All this demands that while maintaining their roots and heritage, Marist Brothers need to be in tune with the
changing reality, with the characteristics of the new generations. One such characteristic of young people is their
“sensitivity to and interest in ecology”, which is a great field of education. Unfortunately, the Pope said, “the
worldly mentality also pollutes ecology, reduces it and makes it ideological and superficial”. “Instead, God's horizon is that of an integral ecology, which always holds together the environmental and social dimensions, the cry of
the Earth and the cry of the poor.” Children and young people are predisposed to become custodians of creation,
but they need to learn that more than just a slogan and a denunciation it is a way of life, which requires patience,
fortitude, temperance, justice. This is achieved through an educational journey.

An education that looks beyond
The Pope said educating to look beyond is precisely the strongest denunciation against the enlightenment conception of education, that is, copying ideas, ideas, ideas... Educating to look beyond destroys the whole static, enlightened, ideological conception of education. Education is a challenge to the whole person, to people's thoughts,
feelings and work, for which it must look beyond.

Integral human promotion
The ecological approach, the Pope further explained, can also be applied to other fields, such as social and political commitment, communication or study and work, which are seen from the perspective of the integral promotion of the person.
Above all, as religious, it is spiritual education that is the basis for integral growth. The vocation and mission of
the Marist Brothers are to cooperate with Christ and the Spirit to accompany young people in this adventure. It
is a difficult mission but as Mary in her Magnificat reminds us, God loves to do great things with the little ones
and the poor, as long as they humbly open themselves to Him and welcome His Word, making themselves available.

Extract from: www.vaticannews.va

Page 9

HAPPY BIRTHDAY BRO. FRANCIS JUMBE-MANY GOD’S BLESSING AND MANY MORE HAPPY
RETURNS

Bro. Francis Jumbe on the occasion of his birthday on 20 March attending a meeting, in
Maputo Mozambique.
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MARIST VOLUNTEER IN GERMANY– Article from Daniela

Launch of the Child Protection Policy in Harare Archdiocese
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POSTULANTS AT MTENDERE-MALAWI

From left to right Chisenga Kimson-Zambia, Howard Holla-Malawi, Eliseu Ngondi-Angola, Mpatso ChipoyaMalawi. Back Left to right: Alechema Tadeo Mozambique, Chisomo Njewa-Malawi, Baluwa Isaac-Malawi,
Joao Paulo Alex, Mozambique.
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NEW HORIZONS INITIATIVES

Br. Richa launching New
Horizons in Ndalatando and
Kuito, Angola The launch was
very successful and the
initiative has already taken off.
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FMSI Pictorial monitoring visit to Salima – Malawi on Girls
Education Project implemented by the Marist Brothers
Administration on 5th May 2022. (Read full story on page 18)
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NEW HORIZONS INITIATIVES CONTINUED…
Marist Nyanga launched the New Horizons and has started by dairy farming. Through the support of New
Horizons we purchased a dairy cow. The project has been doing well so far as evidenced by the milk
collection. Through this project we have been able to reach out to needy children.

Bro. Mugove Chibengwa milking the cow at the
dairy

150 litres of milk ready to be sold.
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New Horizons Workshop in Zambia– 27th April to 1st May
2022 with the team from FMSI-Rome. Br. Fortune making a
presentation to the participants.

The New Horizons training took place in Lusaka Zambia and it was successful. The workshop was
facilitated by Br. Mark Omede, Andrea Rossi and Marcello. The participants were the New Horizons
Country Co-ordinators. On top from left to right: Br. Patrick Banda, Br. Fortune Chakasara, Br. Francis
Jumbe and Br. Mark Omede.
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OUR DECEASED BROTHERS

LATE BROTHER ANDREW FOURNIER

CONDOLENCES ON THE PASSING ON OF BRO. ANDREW
FOURNIER
He was humorous with a knack to make everyone feel relaxed and at home in his presence.
We knew him as a very cheerful brother, welcoming, generous and available to advise and assist especially in the projects to FMM for Africa.
He was in Canada up to the time of his death but a part of his heart was shared with Africa where he spent
most of his years in mission.
Br. Andrew was a well gifted administrator and carer of the community, those who had a chance of living
with him attest to that.
The words of St. Marcellin go well with Bro. Andrew’s life, “There are difficulties in leading the life of a
good religious, but grace sweetens all the bitterness. Jesus and Mary will come to your aid and besides,
life is soon over and eternity never ends. Oh what consolation we have when about to appear before God,
to remember that we have lived in the favour of Mary and in her own Society.”
We join hands and hearts in offering prayers for Bro. Andrew and that the Lord, Our Good Mother Mary and
all the Marist saints receive him into eternity.
Extract of the message sent to Canada by Br. Norbert Provincial on the passing on of Br. Andrew Fournier . MHSRIP.
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OBITUARY OF LATE BROTHER ARTHUR GANIZA
Brother Arthur Ganiza was born on 6th May 1967 in Liwonde Machinga district. He did his postulancy at
Champagnat House, Mtendere in Dedza in 1987. His novitiate was carried out at Kutama, in Zimbabwe and
completed with his first profession in 1990.
He did his profession training at MIC in Nairobi Kenya where he graduated with bachelor’s degree in education specialized in geography and history at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa and diploma in Religious
studies. After his profession training in Nairobi, Brother Arthur Ganiza
was sent to Malawi where he served in different schools as principal of
the school and a teacher.
Brother Arthur did not give up with his studies he also furthered in Master’s degree in Management at Malawi Institute of Management (MIM)
from 2017 to 2019. His last apostolate was at Marist Private Secondary
School where he was heading the school.
Brother Arthur had been battling with gouts for quite some time and this
really affected his movement. It was on and off and he endured it till last
year 2021 when his condition became uncontrollable and he had to undergo several tests and treatments. He was referred to area 9 in Lilongwe
for close checkup by the doctors for almost a year. It was this year 2022
when he was diagnosed with kidney failure that he needed intensive
care.
About two months ago, his health was a source of concern and he was referred to Kamuzu Central Hospital.
On Friday 1st April 2022, the doctors recommended that he should be referred to another hospital at Seventh
Day Adventist in Blantyre for treatment where he was admitted over few days.
It was there that he gave up due to cardiac arrest in the early hours of Sunday 3 rd April 2022. Brother Arthur
was laid to rest on Tuesday 5th of April 2022 at Marist Brothers’ cemetery in Mtendere Dedza with final mass
led by Archbishop George Desmond Tambala of Lilongwe Diocese and Bishop Peter Adrian Chifukwa of
Dedza Diocese.

How shall we remember Brother Arthur Ganiza:
He was simple and straight forward
He was easily approachable
Hard working despite his condition
Prayerful and sportsman
MHSRIP.
Obituary from Br. Francis Jumbe. FMS
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DELEGATION IN MALAWI TO ASSESS EDUCATION CHALLENGES

FMSI
The director of FMSI, Andrea Rossi, together with Br. Mark Omede, Assistant Director of the Secretariat of Mission and Rita
Pala, from the staff of FMSI, traveled to Malawi for a monitoring visit of the project “Equity of access to quality education for girls
and disadvantaged children in Malawi”, supported by Misean Cara. The team visited two of the 7 schools involved in the project
and were able to interview students, teachers, parents and the headmasters. The project aims at ensuring equal access to
quality education, especially for girls, in an area where this is often not guaranteed.
Marist International Solidarity Foundation
FMSI is a Foundation of the General Administration of the Marist Institute and work worldwide to promote a new mentality and
concrete initiatives for the benefit of children and young people, especially the most defenseless and abandoned to make the
world a better place for children and young people. Currently, FMSI and the Secretariat of Education and Evangelization of the
Marist Brothers are jointly implementing two projects in Malawi, which are aimed at addressing barriers hindering underprivileged
and non-boarding students, particularly girls, from accessing education in the country.
Andrea Rossi said the aim of their visit is to appreciate the contribution Marist Brothers are making towards improving the quality
and access to education for every child. “As a child rights-based organization, our biggest concern is always the welfare of
children in all the country where Marist Brothers are present. So, our visit to Malawi will give us the opportunity to understand
and appreciate the challenges that children are facing and how best we can work with our stakeholders such as the government
in addressing them to ensure every child has access to quality education,” said Rossi.
“We want to address school dropout and improve the quality of education in public schools in Malawi and any other country
where Marist Brothers are present. We want to create resilience programmes and income generating activities as a way of
ensuring sustainability of the project,” stated Rossi.
Director of Education, Youth and Sports at Salima District Council, Alfred Hauya, stated that less than a quarter of the learners
that sit the Primary School Leaving Certificate of Education (PLSCE) make it to secondary school because of lack of space.

...NEXT PAGE
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...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
Hauya therefore pleaded with the delegation to consider supporting the government in constructing additional hostels and
classroom blocks to facilitate increase in numbers of learners being selected to secondary schools. In her remarks, District
Commissioner for Salima, Grace Chirwa-Kanyimbiri, assured FMSI that her council will provide the required support for the
project to achieve its goals.
Currently, Marist Brothers are implementing their interventions at Likuni Boys Secondary School in Lilongwe, Champagnat
Community Day Secondary School (CDSS) and Marist Secondary School in Dedza, St. Charles Luwanga Secondary School
in Balaka, Zomba Catholic and Mayaka Community Day Secondary Schools in Zomba and Msalura and Mafco CDSSs in
Salima.

Extract from https://champagnat.org/en/fmsi-delegation-in-malawi-to-assess-education-challenges/

Provincial Council Meeting in Maputo, Mozambique-April 2022

From left to right: Br. Evans Musakanya, Br. Geraldo Medida, Br. Norbert Mwila, Br. Euclides Nangolo, Br.
Ebel Muteveri, Br. Fortune Chakasara and Br. Francis Jumbe.
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Joint Prefects Workshop at Kutama College

Marist Brothers Kutama College hosted a Joint 2022 Marist Schools’ Prefects Leadership Course. The
learners were from Marist Dete High School, Marist Nyanga High School and Marist Kutama respectively.
It was a good opportunity for the learners, teachers and administrators to interact and share best practices. The learners were so grateful for the opportunity to come together as one big Marist Family.
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Beautiful moments reveal what life can be…
Bro. Mario Colussi on top of Table Mountain in Cape Town.
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BIRTHDAYS
MAY
03-05-1992
07-05-1997
08-05-1936
09-05-1984
10-05-1956
11-05-1971
15-05-1975
20-05-1993
23-05-1941
24-05-1994
25-05-1991
25-05-1992
30-05-1996
31-05-1936

Andrew Mandala
Mike Magelegele
Jesus Sánchez Martin
Victor Mwamba
António Sanasana
Gilbert Zenda
Kasongo Mwape
Samuel Longenda
Neil McGurk
Peter Joseph
António Armando
Yob Mathias
Daniel Sakala
Christopher Zimmermann

01-06-1973
02-06-1994
03-06-1983
05-06-1976
09-06-1989
10-06-1996
11-06-1970
12-06-1996
13-06-1964
13-06-1992
14-06-1958
14-06-1990
25-06-1983
25-06-1984
30-06-1990

JUNE
Lourenço Sapalo
Anderson Kafatsa
Lizi Igoy (Int. Comm.)
Jacob Mutingwende
Steven Chinsolo
Elijah Molicio (nov.ad.2021)
Stephen Phiri
Paul Chikaola
Bernard Chirombe
António Kasombo
Simeon Banda
Manuel Simão
Peter Zulu
Davy Mbasela
Celestino Ngonjo

INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS
MAY
For faith-filled young people We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in
Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the
dedication to service. Amen.
JUNE
For families We pray for Christian families around the world; may they embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives. Amen.

APPRECIATION: Happy Easter to all our readers and may the joy of the risen Lord be with you
always. Happy reading and let’s continue sharing our experiences within the Province and beyond.
Wishing you well always and in a prayerful remembrance.

