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As Marist, we are always happy to have Marcellin Champagnat as 
our father and brother. We are proud to associate ourselves with him. 
We cherish his simple life style. We share in his Mission and there is 
connection that makes it easy for a Marist in Zambia, Malawi, Mad-
agascar, Nigeria, South Africa, Angola, Ghana, Cameroon, Liberia, 
Zimbabwe, Ivory Coast, Chad, Mozambique, Kenya, DRC, Rwanda, 
Tanzania to mention but few could speak with one voice and same 
“language” in sharing the simple life style and Mission of our Saintly 
founder, Marcellin Champagnat.

Being a Marist means that we have been attracted to the lives of wor-
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thy emulation St. Marcellin Champagnat lived and 
we are proud of him.

Our founder

The month of June remains one of the most import-
ant months in the life of every Marist. Even if you 
ask any kid or adult, most especially, places where 
we have Marist establishments they will always at-
test to that.

June, precisely 6th, is the day we celebrate the Feast 
Day of our Saintly founder, Marcellin Champagnat. 
He was born on 20th May, 1789 and died on 6th 
June, 1840.

In Africa, we have strong connection with the dead, 
especially, the person who lived a life worthy of 
emulation. The children and relatives are said to 
be very proud of their deceased relatives. They are 
in communion with him/her. They do everything 
within their power to keep the legacy he/she left 
behind and will immortalize his/her name. Other 
people will always like to associate themselves with 

that family because the name of that family is syn-
onymous to goodness. For example, when a child 
behaves in a good and acceptable manner, people 
tend to ask, who is this child? Where is he/she from?

The motive of the questions is to find out why his/
her character and way of life is quite exceptional. 
There is always happiness and joy when you hear 
that he/she is the son or daughter of a deceased per-
son who lived a life worthy of emulation. People will 
always react in affirmative ways supporting their in-
sinuation, no wonder! The child is exceptional, he/
she is a true photocopy of his late parent.

Who we are

People around us observe from a distance our way of 
life, they ask similar questions, who are these group 
of people? What makes them different from others?

In their attempt to discover who we are and what 
makes us different from others, they end up joining 
us and become Champagnat disciple whose spirit 
lives in us as we share in his mission.
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Mary and the simple life
I came in contact with the Marist Brothers in 
2010, as an English teacher at one of their schools 
in Nigeria, Marist Comprehensive College Nteje, 
in Anambra State.

Even though I came as a classroom teacher who had to teach her classes 
and then go home, there was something very special about the Marist 
Brothers that made me like their way of life, something I had not ex-
perienced in other organizations I had worked with, and that is the life 
of prayer and humility (Marian Life).

I love everything about Mary, and I like the 
way the brothers act. This unique resem-
blance to Mary and the simple life made me 
feel at home with the brothers. In fact, at 
that time, Marist was my second home. And 
everything related to spiritual growth was 
easily accessible.

Ezeani Maureen Azuka – Nigeria
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My attraction to Marist Life
as a lay person
I was born in Orba, Nsukka, Enugu state, Nigeria 
and I received catechesis from my childhood which 
is the basis for my faith. My faith as a Christian be-
came deepened while growing with the love of Je-
sus and Mary, with the inspiration I got from the 
World Apostolate of Fatima, Blue Army of our Lady 
association (soldiers of Mary, fighting with rosary). 
At home, I actively participate in different pastoral 
activities of the church.

Moreover, I joined the Marist Institution in Nigeria 
as a classroom teacher in the Marist Nursery and 
Primary School, Uturu, Abia State.

Inspired by the simple lifestyle and dedication of 
the men, I met being the owner of the institution. 
I asked myself, who are these people? Why are they 
down to earth in their ministry? I was moved then 
to start asking some brothers on what their vocation 
is all about. I was introduced to the life of St Mar-
cellin Champagnat from where I learnt and became 
convinced that it is good to emulate this precious 
lifestyle. 

Being Marist for me then is to be sensitive and open 
to the needs of others, with the reference to the prac-
tical charitable lives living by the Nigerian brothers. 
And also to share and grow together in love of our 
fellow Christians in the community, which actual-

ly are the favourable 
lives I learnt from the 
brothers around me.  
To be Marist is to see 
how I can do my best 
for the community, 
where I find myself 
and to my ‘neighbors’. 
As a secondary school 
teacher, I help in 
teaching the weak stu-
dents, answering and 
resolving their academic problems. I also join other 
Lay Marists to teach catechesis to those preparing to 
receive the sacraments of the church. Above all, to 
create peaceful atmosphere around me is my hobby. 
Meanwhile, to be a Marist is to propagate joy, hap-
piness and love for our neighbours.

In addition, the Lay Marist vocation for me is to 
be close to God and to be at the service of human-
ity especially the needy young people, just as Saint 
Marcellin Champagnat invited all Marists, in their 
beginnings, to be in love with Jesus and the Good 
Mother Mary, and to promote devotion to them 
through catechesis and Christian education, to give 
time, dedication and affection for the promotion of 
the Kingdom of God. In this way I began to get clos-
er to the members of the Lay Marist in my school 
and decided to respond to my conviction through 
commitment to Marist Values and way of life. 

For me, the distinctive characteristic of Marist Ed-
ucation: Presence, Simplicity, Family Spirit, Love of 
work, and in the way of Mary are also the best way 
to live the communal life that is promoted in the 
society I belong and in this way the promotion of 
the church of communion commences.

I must confess with my total submission that it is 
something of a great joy and a great privilege to dis-
cover the Marist family and to be part and parcel of 
the global family rooted in the dreams and lived expe-
riences of the founder, saint Marcellin Champagnat.

Salome Ifeoma Nnamani - Nigeria
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I came in contact with Marist Brothers in 1973, two 
months after my birth.  My father died about three 
months later and it became very difficult for my 
mother to raise me and my eldest siblings. She was 
told about Marist Brothers at uturu and she quick-
ly took us there where we were warmly received by 
the Brothers. They took care of us and offered my 
mother a job. 

The Brothers really took care of our family and 
showed us lots of love. This gesture endeared me 
to the life of Marist Brothers. I did my secondary 
education at Marist comprehensive academy Utu-
ru. Brothers played a major role in my education 
and formation as a youth. Growing up, I developed 
love for Marist Brothers because of their way of life.  
They imbibed in us the zeal to have strong devotion 
to God and live a prayerful life. They love young 
people and always bring children close to God 
through catechism.

At the end of my university education, I decided to 
work at Marist school Nteje, despite the job offered 
by the government and private establishments. To 
me this gives back to the young ones the formation 
I received from the Marist Brothers. Though, I did 
not join the Marist Brothers as a professed Broth-
er   I was one of the pioneer members of lay Marist 
in Nigeria in 2005. This offered me the opportuni-
ty to work closely with the Brothers In their divine 
mission in the world and Nigeria in particular. In 
2009, I represented Africa lay Marist at the 21st 
General chapter in Rome and the II Marist Inter-
national Mission Assembly, in Nairobi, Kenya in 
2014. 

In the province (Nigeria Province) I have been elect-
ed on three occasions by the lay Marist to attend 
the Provincial chapter as an observer, the same as 
two times I was delegate in the provincial assembly. 
The Province appointed me in 2012 as a member 
of the vocation team, to help recruit young people 
who wish to be Brothers. I accepted this appoint-
ment with whole heart because I love the spirituali-

ty and mission of 
Marist Brothers. 
By 18th Septem-
ber 2021, seven 
of the first set 
of young people 
we recruited will 
be taking their 
perpetual vow. 
I thank God for 
the gift of Marist 
Brothers, through 
whom I’m able to 
work for God in 
recruiting young people who will work in his vine-
yard.

The work as a vocation promoter in Nigeria Prov-
ince has not been an easy task due to security 
challenges, poor understanding of Brotherhood 
by the youth and about religious life, etc. With 
the teachings of our founder St Marcelin Cham-
pagnat, so many young ones have embraced reli-
gious life. 

Being a lay Marist is a vocation which has helped me 
to share in the spirituality and mission of the Marist 
Brothers. It is inspiring. 

I’m attracted to Marist life because of:

Simple Way of Life
The Marist lives a simple life of humility and obe-
dience, which is one of the virtues of our Blessed 
Mother Mary. They relate easily with the lay faithful 
especially the young ones, less privileged and those 
living in the margins of life. Through this means 
however, the Marist preach the gospel of Christ to 
those who were denied the opportunity of receiv-
ing the gospel but really yearn for it. These they do 
following the intuitions of our founder St Marcelin 
Champagnat. 

Marist simple way of life
Ozoh Rufus Chimezie - Nigeria
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Spirituality
Marist Brothers live a life of prayers. This is evi-
dent in their community life, daily participation 
in the Eucharistic Celebration. Marists strive to 
make people see Christ through them by their 
prayers life and practical Christianity (living out 
the gospel). They encourage the Lay to pray with 
them so as to replicate this spiritual life in their 
various homes and communities. Children are 
thought catechism by Marist Brothers, young 
people are encouraged to live the life of Holiness 
and love of God.

Global Community
Marist reaches out to young people across the globe. 
This is very interesting as young people across the 
globe are thought the Marist way of life through 
schools and visitations. 

Love For Children
Marist love for children and young people is un-
equivocal. They give special attention to children, 
teaching and guiding them to grow in love for 
Christ and our Mother Mary. Marist do not despise 

children and young people rather they help them in 
their life formation and development. 

Lay Participation
This is a welcomed development. Lay Marist are 
allowed to share in the spirituality, mission and 
Charism of the Marist Brothers. This allows us (Lay 
Marist) to be part of the Marist apostolate. In living 
the Marist way of life, the lay faithful identify with 
indigent or poor people in the society, reaching to 
them and helping in any way(s) they could in lifting 
them financially. 

These and more are what attracts me to Marist way 
of life. Living the Marist way of life is the best way 
to serve God and humanity for our salvation. We 
thank God for the gift of His son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ who gave salvation to mankind. And St 
Marcelin Champagnat, through his teachings of 
Christ and love for young people, our societies are 
being transformed to a better place.

Let’s see the world through the eyes of little children 
and young people (Br Sean).
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My experiences as a Marist
of Champagnat
As a typical African child, I was born and raised in 
a family of six, five boys and one girl, with strict 
adherence to the laws and norms of the society. I 
found myself in search of truth and light, which led 
me to join the Marist Brothers of the Schools when 
I made my first religious profession in June 2001.

In May 2005, I finished my scholasticate at the 
Marist International Center, Nairobi, Kenya, and 
returned to my country. I was appointed as Sec-
retary of the newly formed Commission in my 
Province, called the Lay Identity Commission. A 
rewarding responsibility that I took on with all my 
heart.

As a person who has gone through the postulancy, 
novitiate, scholasticate and formed in the Marist 
Spiritual Patrimony, my experience as an African lay 
Marist reminds me of Champagnat and his first dis-
ciples. There is a constant search and desire to know 
the truth and the answer.

The sense of commitment, belonging, responsibility, 
solidarity, sharing, respect, mutual understanding 
and fear of God are rooted in the norms of society.

On the other hand, 
there is the fear of 
the unknown that 
positively drives 
African lay Marists 
in the midst of all 
the difficult chal-
lenges, such as gov-
ernment policies, 
limited resources, 
poor road network, 
poor communi-
cation system and 
inadequate human 
resources are some 
of the examples, and there are others that make them 
more resistant to witnessing the gospel.

In 2013, with the help of the Extended Secretariat 
of the Laity, we founded the African Commission 
of Laity and Brothers in Nairobi, and a representa-
tive of the five Administrative Units in Africa (AU), 
comprising the District of West Africa (now Prov-
ince of West Africa), PACE, Nigeria, Madagascar, 
and Southern Africa.

Br. Elias Iwu Odinaka

African lay and brothers commission
Marists in Africa live and will live the charism of St. Marcellin Champagnat by nurturing the trust and 
goodwill that exists between brothers and laity. As we look to the future, we will work side by side to make 
Jesus known and loved, sharing the legacy that has been entrusted to us. The people of Africa will see the 

face of a family united toward a single vision in 
our mission.
The objective of the Commission is to promote the 
formation of brothers, lay Marists and shared for-
mation to develop a new relationship and under-
standing of the lay Marist vocation. And, to iden-
tify opportunities in each AU for greater sharing 
and collaboration between lay people and Marist 
Brothers, and to nurture our co-responsibility for 
the Marist charism. Another important goal is to 
mobilize and share financial resources, materials 
and human capital.
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Follow Christ as Mary did
I am a mother of 4 children. I do not have direct 
contact with the Marist but I live near one of the 
Marist school and I meet some Brothers from time 
to time. I heart them talking about their charism. 
I am touched by their 
simplicity and the way 
of life to follow Christ as 
Mary did so I try to live 
as Christ lived. I pray 
and accept also to carry 
the cross. I am attracted 
mainly by the simplicity 
of the Brothers following 
the example of Mary. I 
try to live Marist charism 
in my daily life.

For example, to make 
Jesus known and loved 
through catechism, to 

live simple life, to pray regularly. I also appreci-
ate the collaboration and communion among the 
Marists.

When one of us is in a situation of sadness (sick 
or mourning...), we express our communion, the 
same if there is happiness. We live communion in 
sadness and happiness.

Colette Razafinatoandro - Madagascar
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God calls me to the
Marist mission
As a former teacher and a building expert, I feel awe-
some to belong to this great mission of the Marists 
of Champagnat. When my Provincial, Brother Cy-
prian Gandeebo, gave me a wooden Marist cross 
(crucifix), I was so delighted and said to myself, I 
have to go the extra mile to augment whatever I am 
doing for myself in the mission of the Marists of 
Champagnat.

As a legionary, who made hospital visits as an apos-
tolate, little did I know God was calling me to the 
Marist mission. It was a Reverend sister who told me 
about the Marist Brothers. I looked for them and I 
admired their mission: working with the youth, es-
pecially the marginalized. Then when I got closer, 
I saw that their humility, their simple lifestyle, and 
their spirituality was fantastic. More so, Mary their 
Good Mother was the Mary of the Legionaries. The 
similarities brought me closer and I 
joined the Champagnat Movement of 
the Marist Family in the early 1990s. 
When I came closer, I admired their 
lives: at the table, they shared their 
day’s activities, experiences and advice 
themself as what to do going forward.

I also started reading some literature 
about the Marist Brothers and the Lay 
Marists from the internet. Sometime 
later, I decided to join the Lay Marist. 
At the beginning, the coordinator, Br. 
John Kusi Mensah, invited me with a 
few people who showed commitment to to join. I 
felt deeply interested to join the group and I said to 
myself that I will do everything to be a Marists of 
Champagnat.

This desire made me to tell the former District Su-
perior, Br. Francis Lukong, that he could send me 
for a mission in any part of the Marist World. I 
made the same request to the current Provincial, Br. 
Cyprian Gandeebo, that I am ready for any work he 
will want to assign me. I have always admired the 

spirituality and their mission to the youth. 
I have always longed and dreamed to be a 
missionary in any part of the Marist world.

On the basis of this, I accepted an invitation to the 
Marist mission in Liberia - Monrovia. After return-
ing, I continued with my drive for vocations into 
the Marist religious life. I equally continued my 
other Marist contributions in the Marists Province 
of West Africa. 

These experiences have taught me great lessons on how 
to live with others and show an exemplary life for 

others to emulate

Samuel Adu-Nontwiri – Ghana 
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AFRICA – ECONOMIC GROWTH

The challenge of an inclusive economy
Many developing countries cannot provide social 
and financial benefits to a large percentage of their 
populations because their economy is not inclusive 
and for this reason, they cannot get the participa-
tion of everyone or create work opportunities for all 
the sectors of society. Their production of goods and 
services is insufficient and not sustainable. In 2015, 
the United Nations (UN) adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and urged chief exec-
utive officers (CEOs) and business leaders to pro-
vide a new type of leadership to shift the focus from 
shareholder profit to stakeholder value. Hence, by 
adopting decent work and economic growth as 
SDG 8, the UN aimed at promoting sustained, in-
clusive economic growth and decent work for all to 
guarantee social protection for families and better 
prospects for personal development and social in-
tegration.  

Africa has remained economically underdeveloped 
despite her immense natural and human resources 
and great cultural, ecological, and economic diversity.

The political and social factors which hinder her 
economic growth are many and wide ranging. They 
include political instability, the absence of the rule 
of law and order, poor infrastructural development, 
and lack of access to international markets and re-
sources. Her dependence on raw material exports, 
diaspora and foreign aid is not sustainable. Au-
thoritarian regimes, civil unrest and wars continue 
to hinder her economic growth and prospects. In 
Sub-Saharan Africa, the abuse of public office for 
private gain is widespread. This corrupt practice is 
the biggest obstacle to political, economic, and so-
cial development and a major barrier to good gov-
ernance and citizens’ right to hold governments ac-
countable.

The fight against corruption must begin by institut-
ing good governance in all public and private sec-
tors, by strengthening laws, improving government 
effectiveness, reducing bureaucracy, having an inde-
pendent judicial system, improved fiscal institutions 
with greater transparency and controls, as well as a 
system of checks and balances for all enterprises. 

Also, digitalization can promote greater transparen-
cy and accountability by facilitating access to infor-
mation and improving service delivery.

The use of biometric technologies and electronic 
payment systems can help cut bureaucracy and re-
duce fraud and corruption evident in most public 
services. Furthermore, centralized procurement can 
reduce conflicts of interest and abuse at state-owned 
enterprises. Better governance and less corruption 
would result in more revenue for the government, 
increased private investment, job opportunities, and 
more money to invest in services vital to long-term 
development, such as health and education. 

For an economy to be thriving, it must be inclusive. 
This is achieved when people are given opportunity 
to fully participate in the economic development. 
Hence, government policies and programs must 
resist the challenges of inclusive economy by tar-
geting the creation of job opportunities to secure 
livelihoods for all, raising productivity, establishing 
a stable environment that enables business to flour-
ish, as well as supporting sustainable production, 
consumption, and development.

Brother Francis Lukong - Secretariat of Solidarity
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SECRETARIAT OF LAITY

International Forum
on the Lay Marist Vocation
WELCOMING, NURTURING, LIVING, SHARING OUR VOCATION

 The Forum is a pro-
cess of dialogue and 
discernment to which 
all Administrative 
Units are invited and 
which will run over 
four years. Our in-
tention is to provide 
answers to a series of 
questions being asked 
by lay Marists in dif-
ferent parts of the 
world and which we 
have expressed in four 
major objectives. The 
results we arrive at and the agreements or consensus we reach will also be important, as they will help us to 
take concrete steps to live our lay vocation in a more conscious and committed way in the coming years.

This process of reflection and discernment has as its central focus the vocation of the lay Marist, its formation 
and accompaniment, the possible ways of bonding to the charism and reflection on the organization of the 
laity in some kind of associative structure (civil and/or canonical). It is a dialogue on the present of the Marist 
laity, the future we dream of and the communion with the Brothers for a greater vitality of the charism.

In July was conclude the second phase of Forum, 
the local and Province gatherings. The third phase 
will take place in Rome, the Residential Interna-
tional Forum, with representatives from all Admin-
istrative Unities.
The Forum starts on 4 November and will end on 
11 November 2022. It will be held at the Spiritual 
Retreat House "Nostra Signora Madre della Miseri-
cordia", in Rome.
 
For that meeting, the Secretariat of Laity have set 
the following orientation and objectives:
Together as lay women, lay men and brothers, 
around Mary and Marcellin and in harmony with 
the Holy Spirit, we want to...

1.     To live a profound experience of Global Charis-
matic Family in communion, co-responsibility and 
a spirit of discernment.
2.     To become aware of the current reality of the 
Marist laity and to plan for its future.
3.     To reflect on the contributions of the Administra-
tive Units in relation to the four objectives of the Inter-
national Forum, with emphasis on objectives 3 and 4.
4.     To seek consensus on the key themes for the 
future of the Marist laity, based on the four objec-
tives of the Forum, to be deepened, elaborated and 
decided at the virtual Forum of 2024.
5.     Suggest ways to plan and organise the next 
steps of the Forum for the years 2023 and 2024: 
teams, themes, deadlines, methodology…

International Forum in Rome, 4-11 November 2022
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Institut of the Marist Brothers - Secretariat of Laity
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/groups/laicosmaristas
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

The newsletter will be issued monthly. Each time, a different Region will oversee it. 
The next issue will be sent on September 26th.
You can subscribe here to receive Marist News and SHARING.

SOCIAL NETWORK
MARIST LAYTY
We invite you to share your 
experience as a Marist lay 
person on social media by 
posting texts, photos and 
videos using the hashtag 
#MaristLayVocation. 
It will help us to develop an 
internet identity for Marist life 
worldwide.
At the same time, the 
Secretariat of Laity has created 
a public group in FaceBook: 
“Laicos Maristas / Marist Laity 
- Global group”. It is a place to 
build an online community of 
Marist Laypeople and to share 
our emotions and experiences. 
You are invited to subscribe to 
the group and to start posting 
and gathering online with other 
members of our global family.

• THE PROVINCE OF WEST CENTRAL EUROPE WILL 
BECOME A DISTRICT 

• INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE SLAVE TRADE AND ITS ABOLITION

• MARISTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE DIPLOMA IN 
PROTECTION OF MINORS SPONSORED BY CELAM

• MEETING OF BROTHERS AND LAY LEADERS

• SOUTH AMERICA REGION FORMATORS’ MEETING

• AFTER ITS WELCOME, THE MARIST CENTER OF 
MOINESTI OBTAINS A LICENSE UNTIL 2026

• MARIST VOICES: ESSAYS ON SERVANT AND 
PROPHETIC LEADERSHIP

• MESSAGE OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL FOR THE 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY

• LETTER FROM ALEPPO NO 44: ALL THAT FOR THIS!

• BRASIL: MARIST VOCATION MINISTRY GATHERS 
BROTHERS AND LAITY IN AMAZONIA

www.champagnat.org

#LayMaristVocation

https://champagnat.org/en/the-province-of-west-central-europe-will-become-a-district/
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https://champagnat.org/en/marists-associated-with-the-diploma-in-protection-of-minors-sponsored-by-celam/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-brothers-and-lay-leaders/
https://champagnat.org/en/south-america-region-formators-meeting/
https://champagnat.org/en/after-its-welcome-the-marist-center-of-moinesti-obtains-a-license-until-2026/
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https://champagnat.org/en/marist-voices-essays-on-servant-and-prophetic-leadership-book/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-voices-essays-on-servant-and-prophetic-leadership-book/
https://champagnat.org/en/message-of-the-superior-general-for-the-solemnity-of-the-assumption-of-mary/
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