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■  During the week, Spanish and Portuguese-speaking 
Brothers arrive at the General House to participate in the 
“Amanecer” course, beginning on Saturday. The same course 
will be held at the same time at Manziana, for the English-s-
peaking Brothers, and at l’Hermitage, for the French-speaking 
Brothers.
■  The members of the General Council, after a period of 
vacation and/or accompaniment in the Administrative Units, 
return to the General House to begin the plenary session that 
set out next Monday.
■  On Monday, Brothers Ángel Medina, representing the Ma-
rist Life Area, and Ángel Diego, representing the Mission Area, 
met with the Vicar General, Brother Luis Carlos, to coordinate 
the work of the areas of the General Administration. 
■  On Tuesday, the directors of the Brothers Today Secreta-
riat, Brothers Ángel and Lindley, participated in the meeting of 
the Inter-American Network of Marist Spirituality.
■  On the same day, the Brothers Today Secretariat also 
organized a meeting of the Vocation Ministry Coordinators and 

Animators of the Administrative Units, offering an opportunity 
to reflect on the theme of vocation and to celebrate the Year 
of Marist Vocations.
■  On Wednesday, Br. Ernesto, Superior General, took part 
in the prayer for the care of Creation promoted by East Asia 
Province and Marist Solidarity International Network in the 
occasion of the opening of the “Season of Creation”.
■  On the same day, the masters of the nine Marist novitiates 
around the world met online. The meeting was coordinated 
by the Brothers Today Secretariat with the aim of promoting 
integration among the different novitiates and formators.
■  Brother Antonio Peralta, after six years of service in 
ongoing formation in the Institute, will return to the Province of 
Santa María de los Andes on Friday.
■  Brothers Xavier Barceló, Michael Sexton and Ataide Lima, 
Institute’s Ongoing Formation Team, will meet on Saturday 
with the directors of the Brothers Today Secretariat and the 
Links Councilors, Brothers João and Óscar, to plan formation 
programs for the years 2023-25.

general administration

The Ongoing Formation Program 
for Brothers in 3rd Age will begin 
on September 3. On the occa-

sion of the Year of Marist Vocations 
and to celebrate the fidelity offered to 
us by our older brothers, the program 
will be conducted in three groups 
simultaneously, although in different 
venues: Spanish/Portuguese in the 
General House, English in Manziana 
and French in the Hermitage.

The French-speaking group will be 
directed by Br. Félix Roldán (Canada) with Br. Jean Ronzon 
(Hermitage) as his assistant. On the other hand, the Spa-

nish-Portuguese speaking group will be accompanied by Br. 
Antonio Giménez (Mediterranea) along with Br. Joares Pinheiro 

BROTHERS TODAY

ONGOING FORMATION PROGRAM
FOR BROTHERS IN 3RD AGE

https://champagnat.org/en/ongoing-formation-program-for-brothers-in-3rd-age/
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(Brasil Centro Norte). Meanwhile, the English-speaking group 
will be under the charge of Br. Michael Green (Australia) with 
the help of Br. Michael de Waas (South Asia).

Expected to participate in the program are 11 Marist Brothers 
in the French group, 16 Marist Brothers and 2 Marianist 
Brothers in the Spanish-Portuguese group, and 8 Marist 
Brothers, 2 Marianist Brothers and 1 Marianist Priest in the 
English group.

Two-month sabbatical experience
The 3rd Age Program is a two-month sabbatical experience 
for religious brothers who are in or approaching the phase of 
life after middle age when a person is in active retirement. An 

important dimension of the program is the sabbath experience. 
The first opportunity it offers, therefore, is for each brother to 
rest. The second dimension of the program is to offer an expe-
rience of genuine renewal for each brother, especially focusing 
on what lies ahead. Third, as brothers we seek to be a commu-
nity together for these two months.

A very significant aspect of the 3rd Age Program this year is 
that the brothers of all three groups will have a chance to be 
together twice. First, from 26 September to 08 October, they 
will have joint activities in the General House in Rome. Then, 
from 11 to 23 October, in the Hermitage.

The program will run until 31st October.

GENERAL HOUSE

THE PROVINCE OF WEST CENTRAL EUROPE
WILL BECOME A DISTRICT

On 15th August, the patronal feast of 
the Institute, Br Ernesto Sanchez, 
Superior General communicated to 

the Provinces of West Central Europe and 
L’Hermitage that the present Province of 
West Central Europe will become a District, 
canonically dependent on the Province of 
L’Hermitage, as from 23 October 2023. Br. 
Robert Thunus will continue as Provincial 
until the creation of the new District.

In the letter sent to the Provinces of West 
Central Europe and L’Hermitage, Br Ernesto 
stressed that a process of discernment has 
been carried out in recent years, in view 
of the care and future of Marist life and 
mission in this part of the Institute.

The General Council has been in dialogue over the last two 
years with the Provincial and Council, and with other Brothers 
and lay people of the West Central Europe Province. The 
dialogue was then extended to the Provincials of Europe and 
the Provincial and Council of the Province of the L’Hermitage 
in particular were consulted. In the letter, Br. Ernesto offe-
red some indications regarding animation, management and 
government, which will be included in the Statutes of the new 
District. 

Brothers Gabriel Villa Real and Robert Thunus, Provincials of 
L’Hermitage and West Central Europe respectively, invited 

the brothers of the two Provinces: “to see this new step as an 
opportunity to look back at the past with gratitude, to live the 
present with passion, and to embrace the future with hope”. 
They also stated, “During the coming weeks, we will embark 
on a common journey with the aim of enhancing the vitality and 
viability of Marist life and mission in the countries in which we 
are present.”

In the conclusion of his letter, Br. Ernesto underlined the concern 
of the Council “to maintain the hope and viability of the pastoral 
and educational ministry of the future District”.  He also remin-
ded everyone that “the reflection of the Region of Marist Europe 
will be key in envisaging together the best future for the Marist 
charism on this continent, the origin of the Institute.”

https://champagnat.org/en/the-province-of-west-central-europe-will-become-a-district/
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On September 1, Luis Naranjo takes 
office as the new director of the NGO 
of the Marists of Spain. He replaces 
Br. Javier Salazar Celis, who has been 
at the helm of the SED for the past 
eight years.

SaNta María DE lOS aNDES
A course on Integral Ecology has been 
launched in Chile, organized by the 
Marist Mission Area of this sector 
of the Province. The objective is to 
empower the educational community 
from the keys of Integral Ecology, de-
veloping its dimensions in the different 
areas of mission, until it becomes a 
hallmark.

Brazil
The 3rd National Congress of Marist 
Youth Ministry will take place from 
January 26-29, 2023, at the Colégio 
São José da Tijuca, in Rio de Janeiro. 
The launching of the countdown of the 
event will take place on September 1 
at 4:00 p.m., on the Youtube channel 
of UMBRASIL.

laValla200>
In the last few weeks, Regina Biasi-
betti (Brasil Sul-Amazônia) and Rosa 
Schiaffino Fdez-Crehuet (Mediterrá-
nea) have returned to their provinces. 
Regina (Nina) has been part of the 
international community in Syracuse, 
Italy, for the past 4 years, while Rosa, 
from 2018 to 2020, was in Syracuse 
and then in Holguin, Cuba, until last 
July.

Cruz DEl Sur
The “Jesús Divino Maestro” dis-
tinction was awarded to the late 
professor Ernesto Medina, of the 
Colegio Técnico Marista Herminio 
Arrieta of Jujuy, during the meeting 
of Catholic Educators, a space for 
formation and spirituality that is held 
every year.

MEXICO

LAY MARIST FORMATION

From the 1st to the 15th August, 
20 people attended the FORMAR-
ME 11 Marist life experience at 

the “Casa Nazaret” in San Luis Potosi, 
Mexico. This formation programme is 
an initiative of the province of Mexico 
Central, with an invitation to participants 
from Mexico Occidental, for lay Marists 
along with some Brothers and a “Base 
Community” team co-ordinated by 
Brother Roberto Carrillo García.

FORMARME is organised across two 
summers, so divided into two blocks. 
For the 11th programme, the first block 
was from 11 to 24 July 2019, and 
the second block from 1 to 14 August 
2022. It is an invitation to know the 
Marist charism at greater depth and 
how to live it.  Lay people from the 
various Marist works of both provinces 
in Mexico have been participants.

The participants in this most recent 
session lived a life of prayer and 
reflection, and studied the biography of 
Father Champagnat, his letters, Marist 
pedagogy, the spirituality and charism 
of the Founder…. Such an experience 
constitutes a solid formation activity 

for lay people who are about to follow 
a process of vocational discernment 
regarding the lay Marist vocation.

FORMARME 11 had the peculiarity of 
taking place over four years, due to the 
COVID pandemic.  The 20 lay people 
who completed the experience left com-
mitted to continue their commitment 
by signing a public promise in front of 
Br. Luis Felipe González, Provincial of 
Central Mexico, representing the two 
Mexican provinces.

The formation programme is followed up 
with annual three-day “reunions”.  The 
whole process is a great hope for Marist 
Mexico today, echoing the calls of the XXII 
General Chapter, to form a Marist charis-
matic family among Brothers and laypeople.

In the 11 sessions of the formation 
programme, more than 400 Lay Marists 
and Marist Brothers have lived through 
this experience. The team is now happy 
to begin the process for the 12th ses-
sion of FORMARME, to be held in 2023.

Dr. Antonio Buenfil Guillermo
Base Community, FORMARME

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No3TbfpMrOU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=No3TbfpMrOU
https://champagnat.org/en/lay-marist-formation/
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1 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER

LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF CREATION

From 1 September – the World Day of Prayer for Crea-
tion – to 4 October – the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 
the Marist Family around the world joins in the annual 

ecumenical celebration “Season of Creation”. It invites us 
to celebrate the beauty and pain of our world, praise and 
thank God for his love and goodness, and take steps to de-
fend our common home, especially in this time of ecological 
emergency.
Season of Creation is a Christian celebration of prayer and 
action for our common home, facilitated by the World Council 
of Churches, the Global Catholic Climate Movement, ACT 
Alliance, World Communion of Reformed Churches, the Angli-
can Communion Environmental Network, A Rocha, the Luthe-
ran World Federation, Christian Aid, Lausanne/WEA Creation 
Care Network, European Christian Environmental Network.
Pope Francis, in his encyclical Laudato Si’, challenge 
us “to provide an approach to ecology which respects our 
unique place as human beings in this world and our rela-
tionship to our surroundings” (Laudato Si’). Along the same 
lines, the XXII General Chapter of the Marist Brothers invite 
us to “awaken in ourselves and those around us an ecolo-
gical awareness that engages us in caring for “our common 
home”.
Each year, the ecumenical steering committee that provides 
this Season of Creation Celebration Guide suggests a theme. 
The 202e theme is Listen to the Voice of Creation. You can 
download here the Season of Creation 2022 Guide.

A Time for Creation
September 1st was proclaimed as a day of prayer for the 
environment by the late Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I 
in 1989. The Orthodox church year starts that day with a 
commemoration of how God created the world. On 4 October, 
Roman Catholics and other churches from the Western tradi-
tions commemorate Francis of Assisi, known to many as the 
author of the Canticle of the Creatures.
The proposal to celebrate a “Time for Creation” during these 
five weeks was made by the Third European Ecumenical 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Sibiu in 2007. 
The following year, the WCC Central Committee invited 
churches to observe “Time for Creation” through prayers and 
actions. In 2015, Pope Francis has designated September 1st 
as a World Day of Prayer for Care of Creation for the worldwi-
de Roman Catholic Church as well.
Throughout the years, major Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, 
and Anglican organizations have joined to encourage the 2.2 
billion Christians worldwide to pray and act on ecological 
issues.
In 2016, Pope Francis and Patriarch Bartholomew I relea-
sed their special messages for the World Day of Prayer for 
the Care of Creation, kicking off the month-long Season of 
Creation celebrations. Both leaders used strong language to 
stress the urgency of the ecological crisis and the need to 
take action on climate change. Their special messages are 
available here.

https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://seasonofcreation.org/resources/
https://seasonofcreation.org/resources/
http://ecen.org/content/be-praised-and-through-all-creatures
http://www.eea3.org/documenti/final/FinalmessageEN.pdf
http://www.eea3.org/documenti/final/FinalmessageEN.pdf
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/central-committee/2008/public-issues/minute-on-global-warming-and-climate-change
http://seasonofcreation.org/
http://seasonofcreation.org/
http://seasonofcreation.org/2016/08/31/creation-day-messages/
https://champagnat.org/en/season-of-creation-2022-listen-to-the-voice-of-creation/
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SRI LANKA: NEW COUNCIL OF SOUTH ASIA, WITH 
THE PROVINCIAL AND THE GENERAL COUNCILORS

CAMBODIA: BROTHER ERNESTO, SUPERIOR 
GENERAL, VISITS THE MARISTS OF PAILIN

AUSTRALIA: MARIST ASSOCIATION NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY III

BRAZIL: REGIONAL MEETING OF COMMUNITIES IN 
FORTALEZAFRANCE: NOTRE-DAME DE L’HERMITAGE

marist world

MOZAMBIQUE: RETREAT IN MATOLA ON THE RULE 
OF LIFE

BRASIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE THE VOLUNTEERING

I n Brazil, August 28th is celebrated as National Volun-
teer Day. The Province of Brazil South-Amazonia pro-
motes this date by linking the theme of volunteering 

with the Year of Marist Vocations and has proposed as 
the inspiring theme of the activities the phrase Vocation 
to Solidarity.

This is an opportunity to reinforce that volunteering is a 
favorable space to respond, individually and collectively, 
to the call that God makes to each one to contribute 
to the construction of a more just and fraternal socie-
ty. “Volunteering is one of the ways in which we can 
experience a love that reaches us, touches us, frees us, 
and transforms us, making us become new people,” 
explains Renato Biasi, the Province’s Volunteer Coordi-
nator.

Several activities have been organized in the schools and social 
units to highlight the importance of volunteering. In addition, on 
the 28th, in the Marist establishments there will be meetings, 

moments of prayer, panels, cultural presentations, tributes, 
conversation circles, Eucharistic celebrations, confraterniza-
tions to mark National Volunteer Day.

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-volunteering/
https://champagnat.org/en/brasil-sul-amazonia-promotes-activities-to-celebrate-the-volunteering/


marist news 743

31  I AUGUST I 20226

MENTORS 2022

THE ART OF ACCOMPANYING

AMAZONIA

MARIST VOCATION MINISTRY GATHERS BROTHERS AND LAITY

From July 4 to August 27, 24 brothers 
from different parts of our Con-
gregation attended the MENTORS 

PROGRAM at our General House in Rome. 
It has been 8 weeks of integration, sha-
ring life, and receiving knowledge about 
accompaniment.
Of all that we experienced, I would like 
to highlight the two weeks spent at the 
Hermitage, where we were able to con-
nect with Marcellin’s heart from the very 
places where he lived and at the same 
time, study his way of accompanying the 
first brothers through his letters.
The presence of Brother Ernesto, Superior General, and his 
councilors was very enriching and motivating, as was the 
opportunity to get to know the work of the different animation 
teams working at the General House.

I thank God and Mary on behalf of the brothers and sisters who 
have had the joy of being able to enrich ourselves in this art of 
knowing how to accompany.

Br. José Javier Bometón Aguilar – Norandina
Photos en FaceBook

Motivated by the Year of Marist Vocations, which aims to 
work on the culture of vocations in an expanded way, 
the brothers and laity of the Province of Brasil Sul-

-Amazônia promoted, last month, pastoral visits and promotion 
of Marist vocations in the Amazon region, in the cities of Guaja-
rá (state of Amazonas), Porto Walter, Rio Gregório and Cruzeiro 
do Sul (state of Acre).

One of the activities carried out was the pastoral visit to the 
families of the candidates to Marist religious life. The young 
people who are preparing to follow the religious life participate 
in a formative itinerary that includes different stages. Currently, 
the candidates from the Amazon region live in Porto Alegre 
for vocational accompaniment. During academic vacations, 
between the first and second semester, the candidates return 
to their cities of origin to visit their families.

The group of brothers and lay people of the Marist Vocation 
Mission team also worked with the communities living on the 
banks of the rivers. During the moments of approach to the 
inhabitants of the region, the team was integrated into the acti-
vities of the local community, participating in liturgical activities 
and promoting the formation of thirty young people.

For Brother João Paulo Vargas, from the Marist community of 
Cruz del Sur, it was a very rich experience: “We can meet the 
people where they are, in their essence. Bringing Marist values 
to children and young people and promoting reflection on life 
projects, dreams and the future is very gratifying”.

The Marist Vocation Mission work team was made up of 
Brothers André Nosini, Edson Rissi, João Paulo Vargas and 
Carlos Scottá. Postulants Mardson Souza, Magno Souza and 
collaborators Gustavo Balbinot and Derlane Dourado completed 
the team.

https://champagnat.org/en/twenty-two-brothers-participate-in-the-marist-mentors-program/
https://champagnat.org/en/twenty-two-brothers-participate-in-the-marist-mentors-program/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.5403943549651791&type=3
https://champagnat.org/pt/a-arte-de-acompanhar-curso-de-acompanhadores-mentores/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-vocation-ministry-gathers-brothers-and-laity-in-amazonia/
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MARIST FACES OF HOPE

CHAPTER OF THE MARIST DISTRICT OF ASIA

On August 16-19, 
2022, the Marist 
District of Asia 

had its 4th chapter in the 
Pastoral Center, Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia. The 
motto of the chapter was 
“Marist Faces of Hope”. 
45 Brothers and Lay 
People participated on 
the meeting. Brothers 
Ernesto Sánchez, Supe-
rior General, Josep Maria 
Soteras and Sylvain, 
General Councillors, were 
also present. During 
the Chapter, Br.Canisio 
Willrich begun his second 
mandate as leader of the 
District.
Br. Sylvain noticed that 
“The participant of this 
chapter is almost the 
double of those in the 
last one. Half of them are 
young Brothers. This is a 
sign of hope”.
The main topics reflected were about Community life, Voca-
tions, Formation, Young Brothers, Laity, Mission, Spirituality 
and Sustainability.
The facilitators of the chapter, Brothers Josep Maria and Syl-
vain, followed a dynamic method that help the participants to 
reflect and discuss the life and mission of the District. It was 
a smooth flow of the chapter, reaching to significant decisions 
and/or recommendations. Brother Josep Maria explained it: 
“it seemed appropriate to use the dynamics of synodality that 
Pope Francis is promoting in the Church. This orientation links 
perfectly with the fraternal dialogue that has been developing 
in the Institute in this second decade of the 21st century, 
especially in chapters and provincial assemblies. On the 
other hand, it connects us with the greater community of the 
Church and the path it is called to take in order to respond to 
the challenges it faces.”
During the Chapter, Agnes Reyes, Assistant Director of the 
Secretariat of Laity, shared about the vocation of Lay Marist 
and met the group of lay people and those coordinating the 
laity in MDA.
A new council, that will help Br. Canisio, was elected. It is 

formed by Brothers Jiji Dhasan, Paco 
García, Juan Castro, Cong Nguyen, 
George Valle.
“With the collaboration of everyone, 
and coordination of the new council we 
hope to move forward with renewed 
enthusiasm and vitality, being attentive 
to the realities of each country and 
community”, said Brother Canisio. “We 
are grateful to God, our Good Mother 
and St.Marcellin for the blessings recei-
ved in the past 3 years and look forward 

in being Marist Faces of Hope!”

Meeting with young Brothers and retreat
Before the chapter, August 10, there was a gathering of the 
young Brothers and a retreat facilitated by Brothers Josep 
Maria and Sylvain.
“Three years ago, at the last District Chapter, Brother Luis 
Carlos, Vicar General, and the Councilors met in a small room 
with the first local young Brothers,” recalls Brother Josep 
Maria. He continues: “This year, we had to meet in the big 
room: 19 young Brothers shared the experiences of their first 
years of Marist life. They represent almost half of the Brothers 
of the District. With commitment, dedication and generosity, 
Marist life is beginning to take root in this part of Asia”.
After the meeting with the young Brothers, from 11 to 13 
August, the Marists from the District met for the Retreat. The 
participants reflected and prayed some points of the Rule of 
Life and the Bible text about the Bethany community. They 
had also the opportunity to share the life and mission of each 
community, as well the reports of the commissions. It helped 
the participants to pray with the reality and life of the District.

Fotos

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-district-of-asia-young-brothers-meeting/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-district-of-asia-young-brothers-meeting/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.5517892774923534&type=3
https://champagnat.org/en/chapter-of-the-marist-district-of-asia/
https://champagnat.org/en/chapter-of-the-marist-district-of-asia/
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Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

SPAIN

SUMMER ACTIVITIES IN COMPOSTELA PROVINCE

After two diffi-
cult years full 
of uncertainty, 

normality is gra-
dually returning to 
the activities of the 
Marist Province of 
Compostela: from 
Perbes to Vouzela, 
passing through 
Tui, Salamanca, 
Valladolid or Leon, 
and flying to the 
Hermitage with the 
older children.…

In this transition 
to normality, the 
provincial team 
has been able to 
offer activities for 
participants between 15 and 24 years old. About 200 adoles-
cents, accompanied by 50 volunteers and Brothers, have been 
distributed for the school stages in different camps throughout 
the provinces. Regarding the university students, 90 young 
people accompanied by 25 volunteers and 7 Brothers have 
been distributed in different experiences of volunteering, grow-
th, and discernment. In total, nearly 300 participants, almost 
80 volunteers, and 15 Brothers were able to enjoy some of the 
13 activities offered this summer.

In the school stages (Adventure, 14-16 years old; Camino, 16-
18 years old), the teenagers were able to enjoy a few days of 
gathering and sharing moments and experiences as a group.
For their part, the young university students of the Province 
have enjoyed very diverse experiences that are part of their 
growth itinerary. The young people of Fuente (18-22 years of 

age) have had two types of activities. The first-year students 
participated in experiences of service and community in which, 
through community living and volunteering, they discovered 
that there is another way of living fraternity and that the look of 
compassion is possible and healing. For the rest, we have offe-
red, to avail oneself of their vital moment, a meeting in which to 
reread their personal history and to be able to discern and take 
some steps in their vocation and life project.

Lastly, the young people of the Horizon stage (22-24 years of 
age) also had two experiences: some made a silent retreat in 
which they continued to discover the God of Love who resides 
in the depths of each one, and the older ones traveled to the 
Hermitage to complete a stage in which they came into contact 
with their roots and those of Marcellin Champagnat.
More info: https://maristascompostela.org/verano-2022-en-
-marcha/

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=Noticias%20Maristas
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://maristascompostela.org/verano-2022-en-marcha/
https://maristascompostela.org/verano-2022-en-marcha/
https://champagnat.org/en/summer-activities-in-compostela-province/

