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BR. SEÁN SAMMON (1947 – 2022)
Brother Seán Sammon passed away in New York, USA on September 9, 2022. He was
74 years old and had been a Marist religious for 55 years. Brother Seán was Superior
General from 2001 to 2009, and Vicar General during the previous period.

In the message sent to the Marist world,
Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General of the Institute, wrote:
Br. Seán left us one day after the Feast
of the Nativity of Mary, our Good Mother,
who already has him in her hands. Let us
also remember Sean’s sister, his brother,
and the rest of the Sammon and Marist

families who are feeling this loss.
It is time to give thanks for the gift of his
person and vocation, as well as for his
great dedication and service in the Institute.
We unite in prayer and gratitude and, at
the same time, we offer the pain we feel
at this loss of our brother. May he now
rest in God’s peace.

Brother Seán’s funeral will take place next Friday, September 16 (11:00 AM – New York), in Poughkeepsie, USA, in the chapel of Our Lady
Seat of Wisdom at Marist College, where Brother Seán lived during his last years. You can join virtually the celebration by enter that link.

THANKSGIVING EUCHARIST FOR THE LIFE OF BR. SEÁN
The General Council, the General Administration community,
brothers and laity, the brothers of St. Leone Magno, and the
participants of the “Amanecer” formation program gathered
on September 13 to celebrate a thanksgiving Eucharist for
the life of Brother Seán Sammon, who died on September 9
in the United States at the age of 74.
In his words of thanksgiving for the life of the late General
Superior, Brother Ernesto Sanchez, Superior General, recalled the life and mission of Brother Seán: “I wish to express
that Brother Seán was a man of vision. During his mandate,
he accompanied the process of change and restructuring of
many Provinces. He favored links, relationships, internationality… I remember the regional meetings he held on all the continents.
I have received many messages from people from other Congregations offering their condolences and telling of the good received
from Brother Seán”.
Speaking about what Brother Seán was like in his daily life, the Superior General said: “I remember him on occasions meeting with
the young people, showing great appreciation and dedication to them. The same with the Brothers and lay people he met. His
closeness to the sick. His compassionate listening, his advice offered with wisdom and realism, and his attention to each one, in a
personalized way. He was attentive, and he looked for ways to communicate, regardless of language difficulties.”
“We know that he is in the hands of the Good Mother, eternally enjoying the tenderness and compassion of God. May his life and
example continue to motivate us to live our Christian and Marist life with passion, in our families and communities”, The Superior
General concluded.
At the beginning of October, a special issue of Marist News will be dedicated to Brother Seán.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF DEMOCRACY
“It is endowed with structures of government that are transparent, simple, effective and flexible.”
(XXII General Chapter)(XXIIe Chapitre général)

I

n the 21st century it seems that democracy as a political system is being called
into question. We are in a world where
populism seems to be gaining strength,
where it seems that more and more countries are looking for personalistic leaders,
where our politicians seem to be looking
more for their own interests than for those
of the people they represent….
The world has the experience of political
systems that have caused the suffering
of millions of people. Let us think of the
many dramatic examples of the past 20th
century (Nazism, communism, dictators,
civil wars…). Humanity seems unwilling to learn from the mistakes of the past, insisting on repeating certain behaviours that
led to destruction and suffering. There have been and continue
to be policies that call into question respect for fundamental
rights, that stifle freedom of expression and of the press, that
curb free information, that do not allow association, and the
vindication of unjust situations….
In the first call of our last General Chapter, we have a clear
invitation to face, as Marists of Champagnat, these situations of
instability and risk for the well-being and security of all human
beings. We are called to be “beacons of hope in this troubled
world”, and beacons that offer a certain light, which is none
other than the light of Christ, the expression of his mercy for all
his sons and daughters. Are we the face and hands of God’s
mercy?
We must be the face and hands of mercy that fights against
disinformation, against false news, against the discourse of
hatred and separation of certain political leaders, against direct
confrontation, against measures that deepen social differentiation (migrants, women, indigenous peoples…).
As Marists of Champagnat we want to work for the transformation of the world, especially on the side of the poorest, supporting political systems where authority is based on the will of
the citizens, and not on the will of political groups or economic
interests, as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (21.3)
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points out to us.
Pope Francis himself, in Fratelli Tutti (157) reminds us and
warns us of certain pressures that want to eliminate democratic systems of governance, that is, that want to eliminate the
“government of the people”.
The Marists of Champagnat face a double challenge. A first
challenge towards the interior, heeding the calls of the General Chapter of 2017, which invites us to “put in place and/or
strengthen structures where all Marists share leadership and
responsibility”. On the other hand, we find a challenge towards
the outside that should lead us to help and insert ourselves
in our societies, to promote real change, to favor systems
that really give participation to all citizens and where the laws
protect especially the most disadvantaged of our respective
countries.
We invite you to re-read the style of government, “for a new
beginning”, that the XXII General Chapter proposes to all Marists of Champagnat, assuming especially a prophetic and servant
leadership in our communities and families, as well as in our
works. Prophetic because it can announce the Kingdom of God
and denounce the injustices of this world. Servant because it
is always attentive and ready to respond to the concrete needs
around it.
Ir. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Secretariado de Solidariedade

marist news 745

GENERAL HOUSE

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING WITH THE DIRECTORS OF THE
SECRETARIATS AND DEPARTMENTS OF THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION

A

s usual, during the September Plenary
Session, the General Council dedicates
a week to meeting with the directors
of secretariats and departments of the General Administration, to generate synergy in
the Institute’s service of animation. Nineteen
Brothers and five lay people are taking part
in the meeting, which runs from September
12 to 16. Traditionally, the meeting is called
“collaborative week”.
The meeting is characterized by the desire to create synergy
in the animation of the Institute, “seeking to serve and better
serve the children and young people wherever they are”, In the
words of Br. Luis Carlos, Vicar General.
The objectives of the meeting can be summarized as follows:
• To deepen and integrate the future perspectives presented
by the General Conference for the reflection and action of
the Secretariats and Departments.
• To share perceptions and experiences regarding spirituality.
• To know and integrate the evaluation of the services of the
General Administration by the Provincials.
• To favor the spaces of dialogue and interaction necessary

for the Areas, Secretariats, and Councilors Links in their
common projects.
• To celebrate faith as a community of animation of the
Institute.
• To deepen interpersonal relationships and offer spaces for
community living.
The objectives are achieved through sharing in plenary sessions, formation, and prayer. In addition, it is worth mentioning
the meetings that are developed based on the areas (Marist
life, mission, and shared services), secretariats, and departments with the respective liaisons of the General Council.
Foto

GENERAL HOUSE

MEETING OF COORDINATORS AND ANIMATORS
OF VOCATIONS MINISTRY

T

he Brothers Today Secretariat organized an online meeting of coordinators and animators of vocations
ministry on August 30. Two schedules
were arranged, one at 9:00 AM Rome
time, in which there were 10 participants
and another at 10:00 PM, with 14 participants.
The meeting was designed to reflect together and share on the
first goal of the Year of Marist Vocations (YMV), that is, rediscover the original passion that inspired us to be Marists. Using
the words of Pope Francis in his homily during the World Day of
Consecrated Life on February 2, 2022 as motivation, the participants first spent some moments of personal reflection and then
went into small groups for the sharing.
Back in the plenary, some of the common themes among what

was shared in the small groups were: the experience of the unconditional love of God; passion for teaching children and youth;
brothers as witnessing to a simple life, family spirit, welcoming,
fraternity, spirituality; the place of Mary; being global.
Towards the end of the meeting, the Secretariat invited the participants to perform some simple tasks in line with the celebration
of the YMV. The next meeting was also scheduled.
For the complete summary of the meeting, you may go to this link.
14 I SEPTEMBER I 2022
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FRATELLI PROJECT

NEW MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

O

n September 6th, during a meeting at the
De La Salle General House, Brother Armin
Luistro, De La Salle General Superior,
announced the appointment of Brothers Carlos
Gómez, FSC Vicar General, and Sergio Leal, Executive Secretary of the FSC General Council, as
new members of the Fratelli Project Council. They
replace Brothers Rafa Matas and Jorge Gallardo,
members of the previous General Council of the
De La Salle Brothers. The two new members will
work together with Marist Brothers Óscar Martín,
General Councilor, and Valdícer Fachi, CMI Department Director.
The Fratelli Council, made up of De La Salle and
Marist Brothers in equal numbers, appointed by their respective
General Superiors, is responsible for the animation and admi-

nistration of the Fratelli Project, both in terms of community life
and mission.

FRATELLI PROJECT
The Fratelli was created in 2016 in Lebanon by the Congregations of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and the Marist Brothers to try to respond to the emerging and urgent needs of the
most vulnerable and at-risk children and young people. It mainly
serves migrant children displaced by wars. The communities
involved in the project are inter-congregational and intercultural.
In Lebanon, the project is based in Rmeileh, Saida, and the community is made up of 4 Brothers (two Marist and two Lasallian).
CMI (cmi@fms.it) is currently in the process of searching and
selecting long-term volunteers to be part of the community.
In September 2022, the Fratelli Project will have a new community in Maicao, Colombia, working with migrant children and young people displaced from Venezuela.

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEERS JOINED THE FRATELLI
COMMUNITY IN RMEILEH

T

he summer in Lebanon, the months of July and August,
is a particularly suitable period to count on the presence
of international volunteers in Rmeileh, Saida. Thus, during
the months of July and August, 11 international volunteers
joined the Fratelli Community: Pepe, Pablo, Miguel, Montse,
Estíbaliz, Arancha and Sara, from Spain; José, Teresa and
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Adriano, from Portugal; Brother Ray (FMS), from Australia.
According to Brother Guillermo Moreno Barrero, FSC, animator of
the Fratelli Community, “all the volunteers said that the experience
was very enriching in two areas: one was the mission carried out
with the children and young people of the Fratelli Project and the
other was community life”.
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THAILAND: MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
MARIST DISTRICT OF ASIA

BRAZIL: TABATINGA

VIETNAM, CU CHI: TWO ASPIRANTS KICK OFF
THEIR ASPIRANCY

MADAGASCAR: NATIONAL YOUTH MEETING

The difficulty of communication
due to the lack of knowledge of
the Arabic language is obvious.
However, the volunteers were
able to overcome this and
discover many other ways of
communication, being with the
people without the intention of
developing large activities.
The presence of the volunteers
has also enriched the Fratelli
community thanks to the joy
they have brought, the collaboration in household tasks,
the way of praying, creativity,
affection and commitment….
During this period, Fratelli also welcomed a Lebanese volunteer, Elio, who helped the teachers at the summer camp. This
is how he describes his experience during this period: “It was
amazing. I’m so sad that it’s over. I made a great connection
with the kids and with all the staff members. They were welcoming and kind and made my experience even better. I learned

GENERAL HOUSE: ONGOING FORMATION
PROGRAM FOR BROTHERS IN 3RD AGE

SPAIN: XVI EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION AWARDS –
MARISTS COMPOSTELA

a lot and gained many memories and skills, which I will never
forget and will use in my life. I can’t forget to mention all the
Brothers and underline how amazing they are. They made me
feel comfortable among them. I appreciated every moment of
this experience and thank them for counting on me. I hope to
be able to come back someday as a volunteer or maybe as a
collaborator”.
14 I SEPTEMBER I 2022
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URUGUAY

INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK OF MARIST SPIRITUALITY
COORDINATION TEAM MEETING

F

rom August 30 to September 1, the Coordination Team
of the Inter-American Network of Marist Spirituality (RED
IEM) met in Montevideo – Uruguay, Cruz del Sur Province, to evaluate the progress made and to plan the projects and
actions for the next three years.
Among the activities, the team met virtually with Brothers
Angel Medina and Lindley Sionosa, directors of the Secretariat
Brothers Today. They were grateful for all the support and
participation in the projects developed in the last three years,
especially the “Formation and Experience” project, developed
monthly in a virtual way with topics related to Marist Spirituality, neuroscience, the spirituality of youth, and new spiritual
paradigms.
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tion, and offer instruments for the experience and cultivation of
spirituality in the Marist units.
The welcome and presence of the community of Brothers from
Casa San José, who accompanied all the moments of community sharing, was outstanding. We appreciate the gestures of
the Family, the attention and care given to the team, and the
welcoming environment provided by the Brothers of the house.
It was a true testimony of love and fraternity. During this time,
the Provincial Council of the Province of Cruz del Sur was also
present and met coincidentally in these days.

The dialogue was directed towards the future to support and
promote communion between the IEM NETWORK projects and
the Institute in terms of spirituality.

The coordination team of the RED IEM has two representatives
from the Arco Norte Region: Br. Juan Antonio Sandoval and
Ofelia Ramírez; and two representatives of the South America
Region: Br. Pablo Rifarachi and Gustavo Balbinot. The executive secretaries of the two Regions actively accompanied the
meeting: Rodrigo Espinosa and Leonardo Soares.

After the evaluation of the journey, a three-year plan was
drawn up to deepen the themes that emerged from the XXII
General Chapter of the Institute, especially the Spirituality of the
Heart theme. The aim is to favor moments of listening to the
needs of the Provinces, reinforce the channels of communica-

With the desire to serve and animate Marist spirituality, the IEM
NETWORK places itself at the disposal of the Provinces and
the Institute to be a channel of vitality for the Marist mission in
the Global Family, in an attitude of communion, listening, and
support.
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SRI LANKA

SOUTH ASIA PROVINCIAL CHAPTER

T

he 6th Chapter of the
South Asia Province
was held from August
24-28, 2022 in Bolawalana,
Sri Lanka. “Walking Together Choosing Life” was the
central theme of the chapter.
During the meeting, Brother
Nicholas Fernando began his
first 3-year term as Provincial, replacing Brother Mervyn Perera, Provincial since
2016. Representing the General Council were Brothers Sylvain
Ramandimbiarisoa and Josep Maria Soteras, link councillors
with the Asia Region.
The chapter had 20 delegates participating. There were also
5 observers, two lay people and 3 brothers. Brother Graham
Neist, from Australia, was the facilitator.
The Provincial meeting highlighted the following themes as
priorities for life in the Province:
•

Shared Marist: Life Moving to greater collaboration – Marist Brothers with lay Marists as leaders

•

Communication: Moving to more effective and inclusive
communication
• Financial Sustainability
• Mission with Youth: Moving to greater involvement with
young people’s present experience
• Community life: forming a community development team.
The Provincial Council, elected to assist Brother Provincial
in animating the Marist presence in the three countries (Sri
Lanka, Pakistan and India) that make up the Province, consists
of Brothers Rajakumar S., Shanthi Liyanage, Lal Fonseka and
Sunanda Alwis.

BRAZIL SUL-AMAZÔNIA

CRUZ DEL SUR DIRECTORS PARTICIPATE IN EXCHANGE PROGRAM

A

s part of the Embracing Childhood Project, from August 8
to 12, the Education and Innovation Team carried out an
Initial and primary training management session, called
“MARIST EXCHANGE”.
This instance has been developed, for several years, with the
Marist Education Team of the Brasil Sul-Amazônia Province, in
Porto Alegre, to generate a learning experience and deepen the
approach we have promoted about Active Pedagogies.
Fourteen schools from the Cruz del Sur Province took part in
the training program. From Uruguay participated the centers of
Zorrilla, Santa Maria, San Luis (Durazno) and San Luis (Pando).
From Argentina participated the centers of San Luis (La Plata),
San José (Pergamino), Champagnat (CABA), Inmaculada (CABA),
Manuel Belgrano (CABA), Instituto Peralta Ramos (Mar del Plata),
San José (Morón), Nuestra Señora de Luján (Luján), San Rafael
(Mendoza) and Nuestra Señora del Rosario (Rosario).
The educators visited different institutions, among them the
Marist Schools Ipanema, Rosario, Asunción, San Luis, and
Graças, experiencing direct contact with children and teachers,
under the theoretical frameworks that support the Project:

Pedagogical Documentation and Educating Spaces, Projects,
Articulation from Literacy.
The Education and Innovation team of the Cruz del Sur Province
is very grateful to the authorities of the Sul-Amazônia Province
for their warm welcome, their professionalism, and the organization of the event, and extends its recognition as a team to all
the institutions that participated in this training event.
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FRANCE

FRANCOPHONE SESSION OF THE PERMANENT FORMATION
PROGRAM FOR ELDERLY BROTHERS
Ephemeris of the first
week
From September 3, eight of
the eleven participants from
France, Spain, Belgium,
Greece, and Canada meet
at the Hermitage, place
of Marist spirituality, with
brothers Félix Róldan and
Jean Ronzon, responsible
for the francophone session
of the Permanent Formation
Program for elderly Brothers.
Coming from different
spheres of Marist life, the
Brothers have responded to
an invitation that had been
made to them, more than
two years ago – before the
covid-19 confinements -, to
live a time of renewal and
interiority of the sources of
Marist life.
Although there are 11 participants, they have started with
only eight: five brothers from the Province of L’Hermitage, one
brother from the Province of West Central Europe and two
brothers from the District of Canada. They await the arrival of
three brothers from the PACE Province, who have just received
their visas to join the group, after the administrative procedures. Their arrival will lower the average age of those who
arrived first.
The first few days were very quiet. After the “official” inauguration, on Sunday, September 4, they made some visits. And

they had the opportunity to make a first contact in an informal
context, before meeting each other in formal introductions,
which allowed them to discover the itineraries of Marist life that
echo Marcellin’s words: “All the dioceses – types of apostolate
– enter into our plans”.
The first week ended with a first part of reflection on the theme
Anthropological Perspective of the Elderly, by Sr. Thérèse
Lamontagne, a reflection that will continue next week.
We want to take this opportunity to thank the Brothers of the
Hermitage host community: we really feel “at home” in Marcellin’s house!

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
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