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UMBRASIL

IN EDUCATION THERE IS HOPE – REPORT 2021
UMBRASIL has recently published the Social
Report of the Marists in Brazil concerning Marist
action in the country during the year 2021. The
publication is based on the concept that “in
education there is hope” and gathers information about Marist action in the areas of Basic
Education, Higher Education, Solidarity, Health,
Environmental Responsibility, Evangelization,
Human Rights, Editorial, Volunteering, Institutional
Representation and Marist Historical and Spiritual
Patrimony, besides information on economic and
social management.
The Yearbook has become significant in presenting
the social commitment of the Marists in Brazil to its
public of interest: Marist Brothers, employees of all
associated institutions, teachers, social educators,
students, patients in hospitals, direct clients of the publishing
houses, alumni, church associations and organizations, public or-

ganizations, political bodies, suppliers, organizations and the press.
A copy of the Report can be obtained by accessing this link

general administration
■ From Sunday to Thursday of this week, the General Council
is making its community retreat at the Monastery of Camaldoli.
■ On Monday the French-speaking Brothers who are attending
the formation course at Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage arrived at
the General House, where they will remain until October 10.
■ Brother Ángel Medina, Director of Brothers Today Secretariat,
is participating Monday through Friday in the formation program
for vocation animators of the South American Region, in Chile.
■ From Monday, Brother Goyo Linacero, Assistant to the
Econome General and Manager of the Strategic Plan of the
General Administration, participates in the meeting of the
Regional Committee of the South America Region, in Uruguay.
■ The directors of the Secretariat of Solidarity, Brothers
Ángel Diego and Francis, from Monday to Wednesday were in
Geneva participating in various meetings with partner entities
(CCIG, Franciscans International, Edmund Rice...).
■ On Wednesday and Thursday, Br Lindley Sionosa,
Assistant Director of the Secretariat Brothers Today, visited

the postulancy in Davao, Philippines, which has 6 postulants
who are accompanied by a team composed of Brothers Juan
Castro, Walter Eras and Salvador Salinas. While in Davao, Br.
Lindley will make a presentation on the Year of Marist Vocations and also have a dialogue with the formators.
■ On Friday, Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar General, Ben, General Councilor, and members of the Secretariat of Education
and Evangelization will be meeting to discuss and plan the
Marist Global Network of Schools meeting which is to be held
in Mexico in November 2022. Javier Llamas, project manager
for Champagnat Global, and Pep Buetas who advises the
team, will be present via zoom.
■ The Philippine Sector of the East Asia Province will have
a Marist Vocation Encounter on October 1 and 2 in General
Santos City, Philippines. About 40 brothers and lay Marists
are expected to attend. Br. Lindley will collaborate with the
Ms. Agnes Reyes of the Secretariat of the Laity and Br. Rommel Ocasiones in animating the said experience.

marist news 747

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

INTERNATIONAL MARIST NETWORK CONVENES A
MEETING OF COMMUNICATION PERSONNEL AND LEADERS

O

n the 22nd September, communication personnel
and leaders of Marist
institutions of higher education from ten countries
met online to strengthen
links and synergy within
the International Marist
Network of Higher Education (RIMES).
The meeting was attended by Brother Marcelo
Bonhemberger, President
of RIMES and Portuguese-speaking representative of the Pontifical
Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS). In his opening
address, he highlighted the importance of a Network model
with an intercultural and international character. For him, a
close working relationship among the communication professionals is fundamental in getting Marist Institutions of Higher
Education (IHEs) on board with the purpose and the strategic
projects of RIMES.

remain a force in the education sector”, she said.
As a result of this first meeting, activities are planned throughout this year, such as regular meetings, mapping of
communication channels and compiling profiles of the HEIs’
representatives and the continuous sharing of best institutional
practices.

“The meeting contributed to the strengthening and mutual knowledge of our
Institutions of Higher Education in order to
consolidate RIMES as a driver and promoter of best practices in our rich educational
tradition,” stated Br. Marcelo.
Participants also affirmed that it was an
opportunity to acquire knowledge and
share experiences. For Ana Gabriela Aguirre Franco, vice-president of RIMES and
rector of the Universidad Marista Ciudad
de México, “the importance of networking
and synergy is fundamental in order for
our universities to have a voice at the
international level and to share the best
practices of the more successful universities of RIMES with their sister universities.
It will provide strategic support for them to
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The Marist International Network of Institutions of Higher Education is an umbrella
group for 27 institutions at present. Taking their orientation from the General Administration of the Institute of the Marist Brothers in Rome, they seek to create connections
of synergy and action in their respective works.   
Founded in 2004, this network has as its objective the creation of opportunities for
partnerships, formation and joint projects, strengthening our efforts in higher education in more than 10 countries.
Learn more about the Network here
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news in brief

Europe
In Dublin, from 23 to 25 September,
took place the first meeting of the two
provincial councils of l’Hermitage and
West-Central Europe. The present
Province of West Central Europe will
become a District, canonically dependent on the Province of L’Hermitage,
as from 23 October 2023.

BOLÍVIA

MARIST EDUCATORS
PARTICIPATE IN A MEETING
WITH BR. BENITO ARBUÉS

Cruz del Sur
The Marist Community of Neuquén,
in Argentina, accompanied, on September 25, the Image of the Good
Mother in the 42nd pilgrimage to
the shrine of the Virgin of Luján,
in the town of Centenario, under
the motto “Mother, look at us with
tenderness, we want to unite as a
people”.

CMMF in México
The animators of the fraternities of
the Champagnat Movement of the
Marist Family of Mexico met last
weekend in Guadalajara. The meeting
was an opportunity to dialogue,
reflect, share experiences of recent
years and prepare the way for the
next national meeting.

Chile - Spain
Representatives of the Marist Technical-Professional schools of Chile,
Province of Santa María de los Andes, arrived on Monday in Durango,
Vizcaya, Spain (Province of Ibérica),
to participate in the Maristak internship, promoted by the Marist Global
Network of Schools.

T

he Marist Heritage team of Bolivia
offered all the educators of the
Sector – Santa María de los Andes
Province – a virtual space for the Marist
charismatic training with Brother Benito
Arbués, former Superior General of the
Marist Brothers and currently member of the international community of
Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage, in France.
The virtual meeting hold on September
17 was an enriching experience for
everybody. Participants felt like a global
family.
More than 100 Marist educators from
Bolivia had the pleasure of meeting
Brother Benito virtually. His presence, his
warm welcome, his always kind smile, in
addition to his deep reflection, and the
challenges by which we feel questioned,
were truly a blessing.
We had the pleasant surprise of being
accompanied by lay Marists from Mexico,
Colombia and Brazil.
Brother Benito shared with us the mission of his community at the Hermitage.
He showed us photographs of the Mother
House of the Marists and we realized that

our hearts continue to beat, continue to
vibrate with passion for those Marist places and all that they mean to us today.
The central theme was “The attitudes
of Fr. Champagnat in front of crises”.
He told us about Marcelino’s life, in his
different stages, the different crises and
the way he faced them in their context.
We loved delving into these topics that
are still relevant today. There was also
a moment for dialogue with the participants.
Thank you very much Br. Benito because
you continue to be – in your maturity of
life and vocation – a light for us, the lay
Marist educators. Thank you because we
feel your appreciation, affection and care
for the laity and your desire to continue
trusting and supporting our vocation.
Thank you because you continue to let
yourself be guided by the Spirit of Jesus,
who always makes all things new.
Sylvia Perez
Responsible of the Marist Heritage team
of Bolivia
28 I SEPTEMBER I 2022

3

marist news 747

29 SEPTEMBRE

WORLD MARITIME DAY:
"NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR GREENER SHIPPING"
World Maritime Day is
commemorated every
year on the last Thursday
of every September. This
year it will take place on
September 29, 2022. The
purpose of this day is to
appreciate the importance of maritime industry
and the role played by
the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
in regulating shipping
activities. The shipping
industry is a vital part of
the world’s economy. At
any given moment, there
are more than fifty thousand merchant ships carrying raw materials and manufactured
goods, technology, medicine and food from one continent to
another. This accounts for more than eighty per cent of global
goods transported by sea. This means millions of people in the
industrialized, developed and developing countries rely on the
shipping industry for their livelihood.
Pollution is the biggest challenge of maritime shipping. Research shows that commercial ships emit gases which pollute
the air. According to experts, the shipping industry consumes
three hundred (300) million tons of fuel every year, releasing
around three percent of the world’s carbon-dioxide. This contaminates the oceans and jeopardizes the production of seashells
and coral reefs. Also, noise produced by ships travelling long
distances and harm marine species that rely on sound for their
communication. Moreover, oil spills and cargo ships discharges
continue to decrease water quality.
World Maritime Day 2022
‘New technologies for greener shipping,’ is the theme for this
year’s World Maritime Day. This theme recognizes the power
of the shipping industry to protect the maritime environment.
The use of renewable and cleaner sources of fuel and innovative advanced technologies in the shipping industry is highly
solicited to check the emission of gases.
Hence, Sinay innovative intelligent digital software tools are
capable of monitoring air quality, noise pollution and all types of
water quality indicators. These tools can help shipping compa-
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nies make fast and accurate decisions about how to carry out
their activities without endangering the environment. Ships and
ports can be equipped with smart alert sensors to help them
monitor toxic levels in fuel emissions. With these software,
maritime companies can mitigate the effects of shipping on the
environment using the right data, support, and management.
Reflecting on the deteriorating situation of the oceans, Pope
Francis laments that carbon dioxide pollution increases the
acidification of the oceans and compromises the marine food
chain. He equally notes that marine biodiversity and fisheries
are in a fragile state due to uncontrolled fishing, while coral
reefs are in a state of constant decline due largely to pollution
from industrial waste. Regarding this, he points out that human
prosperity does not require the compromising of ecological
systems. Similarly, Brother Ernesto, in his circular, ‘The homes
of Light’ invites us to ‘become ecologically literate’ and alert to
the cry of the earth.
Br. Francis Lukong
Director of the Secretariat of Solidarity
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PACIFIC

MARIST PRESENCE IN NEW CALEDONIA

T

here is a very long connection with Marists in New Caledonia going back to the arrival of the first Marists in 1837
in the Pacific. France annexed New Caledonia in 1853
and the Brothers were very active in development of schools
and orphanages and in catechetics from that time on. By 1873
New Caledonia was in fact a part of the Province of the British
Isles which included England, Ireland, Scotland, Cape of Good
Hope, Australia, New Zealand, and Oceania.
So many French speaking brothers worked in New Caledonia
over the last 170 years, supported by the French provinces and
of late by the Province of the Hermitage. New Caledonia is now
part of the Province of Australia and from 2023 the Star of the
Sea Province.
Currently there are two French speaking brothers residing at
Paita, not far from Noumea, the capital.
Marist Life, Mission Groups, Ministries and Schools
The current community of two brothers reside at Paita, next to
the College Sainte Marie. They are actively engaged with the
parish and with Marist laity in Paita. The brothers offer hospitality to students from Vanuatu who study in New Caledonia
and are involved as volunteers in catechetics in the parish. The
brothers extend hospitality to Marists lay groups from time to
time especially feast days and celebrations and eucharist.

The brothers began their ministry in Paita in March 1875. They
also opened a school for indigenous students which eventually
became the College Sainte Marie we know today. The brothers
also founded a second college, St Marcellin Champagnat, and
it became a ‘lycee professional’ or vocational College. Also at
Paita is a primary school.
There are two Marist schools in Noumea, the Capital of New
Caledonia, Sacre Coeur Primary School, next to the Cathedral,
located on a very historical site, and the newer College Champagnat, a secondary school.
The Marists were in other parts of New Caledonia, including
the Isle de Pins, but over the years the communities closed and
schools were handed to the locals.
Currently the five Marist owned schools in Paita and Noumea
are administered by the Catholic Education Authority. The current Archbishop, Michel-Marie Calvet is a Marist Priest, as all
his predecessors, except one, have been. The Marist Missionary Sisters also have a significant presence in Noumea, with
their regional centre, located there.
Next year will be the 150th Anniversary of the establishment of
the first Marist Brothers community and school in New Caledonia. Celebrations are being planned for September 2023.

28 I SEPTEMBER I 2022
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ARGENTINA

MARIST WORKS AGAINST
HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN CRUZ DEL SUR

B

rother Jorge Walder, from the Cruz del Sur Province, since 2017 has been part of the Kawsay Network, an initiative of a
group of religious committed to the fight against human trafficking, that articulates resources and actions for sensibilization,
awareness, training, accompaniment, and assistance to victims of human trafficking in different areas of society.
Brother Jorge, who lives in Argentina, is currently taking part in Talitha Kum’s leadership course (third edition), thus becoming
part of a global community that fights against trafficking. The Talitha Kum site – an initiative of the International Union of Superiors
General (UISG) against human trafficking and exploitation – has recently published an interview with Br. Jorge, that we reproduce
here below.
What does work against human trafficking mean
to you in your context and what are the biggest
challenges?
Human trafficking in Argentina is mostly sexual exploitation and labor exploitation. The former has worsened
during the pandemic these last two years. Many women
have returned to the street, standing on street corners,
because there is no other source of work. Many others
have resorted to virtual pages, such as Onlyfans. Recruitment has mostly come through digital media. As in the
rest of the world, men are the main exploiters of women
and girls. Though there are laws that punish these
crimes in Argentina, the penalties are still derisory (in the
event that the person is brought to trial) or the judiciary is
complicit in such exploitation.
The biggest challenge for me is to help individuals in
vulnerable situations avoid recruitment. That is why it is
vital to train in prevention, visualization, and sensitization
against trafficking. This includes working with children,
adolescents and young people so they learn to take care of
themselves and recognize the possible risks they face, especially in social networks in which they are present. Another
challenge remains to train the Church itself and the different
religious families on this issue. How do we provoke indignation
and, as a consequence, a bold response in the Church as a
whole in the face of this fragile situation? It is urgently needed
to provoke a dialogue in which all our practices are reviewed,
especially in vocation ministry and in formation and seminaries.
Share some of your most beautiful and painful experiences in working with and accompanying victims and
survivors of trafficking
Since mid-2020, I have been collaborating with the Oblate
Sisters in Montevideo, CasAbierta. My volunteering consisted of
helping women to improve their literacy and math skills so that
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they can get their primary education certificate. Twice a week I
work with them; due to the pandemic context, the classes were
one-on-one.
The women, before or after my workshop, receive psychological
or social support from professionals. Feeling like part of a process where women were helped to build their life plans is very
healing for me. To recognize that I am part of their lives, but at
the same time alien to them. And to see how little by little they
make small achievements, advances to obtain a healthier and
more independent life.
I believe that the greatest pain is the feeling of frustration that
comes from not seeing the progress that one would expect
once they manage to get out of exploitative situations. Once,
talking to a sister, she told me: “we all have that superhero
complex inside us that believes we will rescue all the victims
and that, at the same time, they will build a life plan where they

➔
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marist world
SPAIN: MENTORING PROGRAM FOR MARIST
LEADERS IN ALCALÁ DE HENARES

SPAIN: COMPOSTELA-EDELVIVES AWARDS
FOR INNOVATION AND BEST EDUCATIONAL
PRACTICES

ARGENTINA: 42ND PILGRIMAGE TO THE
SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY OF LUJAN IN
CENTENARIO

FRANCE: PILGRIMAGE TO LA VALLA IN GIER BY
THE ELDER BROTHERS OF THE FRANCOPHONE
SESSION

will always be grateful to us”. If we add to this the aspect of
being a man, the complex is even more accentuated. Working
with women in situations of prostitution or violence has helped
me to understand that I am neither better nor worse than
them; that they and I are simply learning together to overcome
difficulties. Perhaps I may have more tools to do so, and the
challenge will be to continue learning to accompany without
invading; helping the other person to choose freely what he/
she wants for his/her life, but knowing how to support those
decisions with healthier relationships.
What have you learned and what do you carry in your
heart in your fight against trafficking?
The biggest lesson learned is being grateful to my network sisters. It is not easy to be a man in an almost exclusively feminine
space. I don’t feel unique or special, it would be too arrogant to
think so. But my sisters accept me as I am and teach me that it
is important to involve everyone in the fight against trafficking.
They have helped me, and continue to help me, to listen, to be
patient, and to believe that another life is possible for victims.
Women victims have also taught me to value and accept them.
I think the fear of being rejected for being a man or being

GUATEMALA: FIRST COMMUNION CELEBRATION AT
THE LICEO MARISTA OF GUATEMALA

GHANA: SILVER JUBILEE CELEBRATION OF MARIST
PREPARATORY SCHOOL AND BROTHERS CYPRIAN,
EUGENE AND CLEMENT

labeled as an exploiter is still in me. But, just as they did not do
it with me, I cannot let myself be guided by prejudices or by the
“what ifs”. They continue to lead me down a path of humility
and empathy for them and their struggles.
You are training to be a Talitha Kum leader against human trafficking
Participating in the third edition of Talitha Kum’s leadership
course urges me to be part of a global community of sisters
and lay people fighting against trafficking. When listening to
sisters from other continents, I can recognize the same struggles, frustrations, and triumphs.
Personally, it is a great challenge to continue to assume
the commitment to make visible and train against human
trafficking. In Latin America we feel more connected
globally thanks to our work over the last three years. If we
also add the possibility of carrying out a collaborative project this year, the possibility of reaching more adolescents
and young people increases. We should, and we need to
carry forward the “Call to action” that Talitha Kum created.
The formation of a fairer world without trafficking is a task
for all of us.
28 I SEPTEMBER I 2022
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FRANCE

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SECOND WEEK OF THE FRANCOPHONE
SESSION FOR SENIOR BROTHERS AND SISTERS

A

s we begin the third week of the ongoing formation session with the elderly Brothers, at Notre-Dame de l’Hermitage (France), we evaluated
the experience of the last ten days. Thus, at the end of
the first week, Sister Thérèse Lamontagne, helped us to
analyze the anthropological perspectives of the elderly,
so that we could return, in a second moment, to re-do
“My life story”: a realization that we have seldom made,
too often pushed by the high-speed train of life. Then,
in two sessions, Mrs. Véronique Gorioux immersed us in
four areas related to retired people: fragility, vulnerability, good treatment, and benevolence.
At the same time, we were also able to deepen our links
with Marist places and the origins of our family: Rosay
and Marlhes, the places of origin of our Founder, and Maisonnettes, the birthplace of our Brother François, a living portrait of
Marcellin who transmitted his spirit to us. Getting to know each
other better allows us to exchange and share what nourishes

us and to be aware that, once again, we are all members of the
same family: the arrival of our three confreres from the Congo
last Wednesday was a concrete example of this.
Br. Gilles Hogues

CRUZ DEL SUR

PROVINCIAL MEETING OF THE CMMF FRATERNITIES

A

fter two years of virtual meetings,
the fraternities of the Champagnat
Movement of the Marist Family of
the Cruz del Sur Province (Argentina,
Uruguay and Paraguay) met again and
concluded on September 18 their face-to-face meeting held at Villa Marista
San José de Luján, in Argentina.
The participants were welcomed by
Ricardo Palomar, from the area of Marist
Lay Vocation. Brothers Guillermo Mautino,
fraternities advisor, and Marcelo De Brito,
from the area of Marist Mission, gave very
enriching talks on vocation and lay Marist
bonding.
During the meeting, the CMMF fraternities
joyfully received a virtual message from Br. Ernesto Sanchez,
Superior General, and an affectionate greeting from the Provincial, Raul Schönfeld.
On Saturday evening, the members of the fraternities went
to the Basilica of Luján, where there is an altar of Marcellin
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Champagnat. At the end of the Mass, they all prayed together
remembering Marcellin’s promise at Fourvière.
On Sunday, the meeting concluded with a celebration in which
we all planted a lemon tree in the garden of the Marist House
as a symbol of the vitality and care of our vocation.

marist news 747

PHILIPPINES

SEASON OF CREATION YOUTH
FORMATION SESSION IN EAST ASIA

F

rom 1 September – the World
Day of Prayer for Creation – to 4
October – the Feast of St. Francis
of Assisi, the Marist Family around the
world joins in the annual ecumenical
celebration “Season of Creation”. It
invites us to celebrate the beauty and
pain of our world, praise and thank God
for his love and goodness, and take
steps to defend our common home,
especially in this time of ecological
emergency.
In that context, the Philippine Sector of
the Province of East Asia celebrated on
September 9 the Season of Creation’s
first week with a Youth Formation Session in the way of Laudato Si’ and liturgical ecology via Zoom,
organized by the Marist Ecology Ministry and Youth for Ecology.
Invited were all the Marist students from the different schools
in the country. Attendees came from Marist School Marikina,
Notre Dame of Cotabato, Notre Dame of Dadiangas University,
NDDU – IBED Lagao Campus, NDDU – IBED Espina Campus,
Notre Dame of Jolo High School Kasulutan, Notre Dame of
Kidapawan College, NDKC – IBED, Notre Dame of Marbel
University, NDMU IBED, and other participating schools and ministries, facilitators, and guests. It was structured to empower
students to create their own initiatives, projects, and tangible
efforts to secure a safer future for our common home.
Br. Yohan Oh, member of the Ecology Task Force Team, shed
light on the intrinsically benevolent virtue of caring for our
planet, with special emphasis on ‘Listening to the Voice of the
Creation’, this year’s theme.

Each school generated discourse on the important matters that
needed to be addressed and environmental advancements to
be made by the students under the guidance of facilitators sent
by the respective institutions.
Br. Mark Roberth Laurea closed the event with remarkable
words commending the presence, love of work, and service-oriented excellence exhibited by all who attended. His words
ignited the spirit of those who attended the program and gave
them a push forward toward the completion of their aspirations
for the future.
Overall, it was a success. Students came back to their everyday lives with lessons that would guide them throughout their
journey; formed not only as good Christians but also virtuous
citizens who share in a responsibility of becoming stewards of
God’s creation.

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website			
http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook		 https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter			
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

28 I SEPTEMBER I 2022

9

