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“Shortly afterwards, on 28 October 1816, an event took place 
that finally moved Marcellin to set his project in motion. 
He was called to go to the farmhouse of a carpenter in Les Palais, 
a small village beyond the Bessat.
 There, a seventeen-year-old boy was dying. 
The boy was completely ignorant of the truths of the faith. 
Marcellin taught him, heard his confession, and prepared him to die well. 
Then he left to visit another sick man nearby.
 When he returned to the hamlet the boy has already died”.1 

Champagnat was shocked that 
day by that experience; for us, 
so distant in time, but so close 
in our Marist memory. We of-
ten refer to it as the Montagne 
experience. It could be consid-
ered as a founding experience 
because it was from that mo-
ment that our Founder set in 
motion the project he had been 
thinking about for years2: the 
foundation of the Little Broth-
ers of Mary. 

This story - a significant expe-
rience in our Institute - contin-
ues to inspire the many Broth-
ers, lay men and women, young people and children in some eighty countries 
throughout the world that our Marist mission is more relevant and needed than 
ever. 

Marcellin and for us today, our mission is to continue that of Jesus: to make 
present the Kingdom of God.

1 Sammon, Seán. A Heart That Knew No Bounds. Saint Marcellin Champagnat. Life and mission. 1999. P. 39
2 “From the earliest dialogues, Marcellin advocated the idea of introducing another branch into the Society, one made 
up of teaching brothers. His seminary companions were less than enthusiastic about such a plan. We now know that 
Marcellin, apart from other things, was a tenacious spirit. He stuck to his guns, and eventually the others agreed: the 
Society of Mary would include among its members a group of teaching brothers. Ibid. p. 28
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1. A SPIRITUAL PATRIMONY RECEIVED

THAT WE MUST PASS ON
“I have received a beautiful lot, I love my inheritance” (Psalm 15, 6).

As Marists, we feel the joy of inheriting the beautiful legacy of Marcellin Cham-
pagnat, our Father and Founder, and that of the first Brothers. They are an in-
spiration to us, encouraging us to listen to the Spirit, to discern present realities 
and to act according to the will of God.

We know that many initiatives exist in the Provinces and Districts - in the 
different areas of mission - which reflect the founding intuitions of Marcellin 
Champagnat. Sometimes these intuitions are integrated into the school cur-
riculum or in the formation plans of the social works, and sometimes they are 
explicit activities with this objective in mind. What is certain is that thousands 
and thousands of people feel a deep emotional and spiritual bond with the 
Marist charism.
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Publications are being produced that reflect the research and dissemination of 
our Marist spiritual heritage. The memorials, the historical research teams, the 
courses and workshops that take place in so many places, the expressions of art, 
and music..., all contribute to a deep connection with the Marist bond. The 
growing involvement of lay men and women in the deepening and manage-
ment of these initiatives is a happy reality that can be further developed.

This transmission is the continuation of a spirit that is alive and that allows us 
to reinforce the vocational dimension of both the brothers and lay men and lay 
women, as well as to continue building the Kingdom of God in society and in 
the Church with a characteristic Marist flavor.

2. THE CONTINUATION

OF MARCELLIN’S INTUITIONS
Breaking the paradigms of the time, Champagnat founded an institution of 
non-ordained religious brothers dedicated to the education and catechesis of 
children in rural areas. He was able to look at reality from the Gospel and offer 
a creative and innovative response. 

As Marists of Champagnat, we live in a society and Church that continually 
challenges us to show the richness of who we are, what we do, and how we do 
it. That is why we feel the joy of being followers of Champagnat’s intuitions. 
We are encouraged to do so by fidelity to the Gospel (as was Marcellin).  We 
want to help to make present the Kingdom of God and God’s will for his sons 
and daughters.

Champagnat’s passion for mission and his broad vision continue to inspire us 
to have a global outlook and to give creative responses through collaborative 
work. The presence of the different mission networks that are being established 
both at the level of the General Administration and in some of the Institute is a 
happy reality that should be strengthened and supported so as to contribute to 
the sharing of ideas and best practices. Each Administrative Unit has something 
to offer for mutual enrichment.  

The mutual interdependence of mission presences - schools and colleges, social 
works, universities, publishing houses - and of transversal contents - evangeli-
zation, children’s rights, ecology, global citizenship, empowerment of children 
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and young people, inclusion, global pact for education... - are a great wealth 
and a vital connection with the recipients of our social centers and educational 
works.

Faithful to our tradition, our mission is to “make Jesus Christ known and loved” 
in our social centers and educational works. That is why, whenever possible, we 
make an explicit proclamation of the Word and participate in this evangelizing 
work in communion with the local churches and other religious institutions. In 
fidelity to the Gospel, we show attitudes of welcome and preference for those 
on the margins of society, and we work for the inclusion of people and respect 
for their dignity. We repudiate attitudes that involve discrimination, harass-
ment or rejection of people or ethnic groups for whatever reasons.

Also, out of fidelity to the Gospel, we work in collaboration with institutions 
that promote the values of the Kingdom. It is desirable that this work allows 
for political advocacy in favor of people’s rights, particularly those of children, 
adolescents and young people.  

In connecting with our foundational intuitions, the last General Chapter, called 
us “to walk with children and young people on the margins of life” and “to re-
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spond boldly to emerging needs”3. We are doing this together, brothers and lay 
people, through global volunteer initiatives such as the Fratelli project (together 
with the De La Salle Brothers), South Sudan project and La Valla 200 inicitiative.

Creativity and innovation in mission is a great challenge that we must continue 
to develop. In this way we continue to realize the wish of our beloved founder: 
“All the dioceses of the world are in our sights”.

3. BELIEVING IN OUR STYLE OF MISSION
3.1 Promoters of Unity

In founding a congregation of teaching brothers, Marcellin wanted to make 
fraternity present as a Gospel value. This intuition was a source of some diffi-
culty of understanding in those early years of the Marist journey, but the Holy 

3 Message of the XXII General Chapter of the Marist Brothers of the Schools. Rio Negro, Colombia, 2017
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See confirmed our identity by giving us autonomy from the rest of the Society 
of Mary. 

It is precisely fraternity that remains one of the most important elements of our 
identity. When we make this value present, it becomes a sign, because social re-
lationships are often marked by interests and possible benefits. In the same way, 
our fraternal relationships within the Church are a challenge to a hierarchical 
ecclesial model often marked by the weight of authority and dogma. 

The document “Rejoice...” of the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated 
Life and Societies of Apostolic Life tells us about fraternity: “At a time when 
fragmentation nourishes a sterile and mass individualism and the weakness of 
relationships disintegrates and spoils the care of the human, we are invited to 
humanize fraternal relationships in order to foster communion of heart and 
soul according to the Gospel”4. 

That same year, another important pontifical document, “Identity and Mission 
of the Religious Brother in the Church”, was promulgated by the Holy See 
and presented the lay religious vocation as a gift for the Church. Among other 
things it states that “Mutual love is the distinguishing mark of Christians (cf. Jn 
13:35), and this is the sign which the brothers offer. This must be the criterion 
for the discernment of each community of brothers, above and beyond the ef-
fectiveness of their works”5.

Many young people who have been students in our educational works contin-
ue to be close to our mission as young volunteers because the fraternity helps 
them in their own search for the meaning of life and challenges them. In the 
same way, many of our collaborators feel called to give the best of themselves in 
the mission they carry out because of the positive climate of relationships that 
develop in our educational centers and social projects.

3.2 Like mary, signs of god

Like the gift of fraternity, Marcellin also gave us the immense gift of Mary. 
Champagnat had a practical sense of mission, but also a great trust in God and 
in Mary. His life testifies to this beyond his words.

4 CONGREGATION FOR INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE: 
“REJOICE...”. Vatican City 2 February 2014
5 CONGREGATION FOR INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE.  
Identity and Mission of the Religious Brother in the Church. Vatican City 4 October 2015p. 44
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Mary is an inspiration for our life and for our mission. From her we learn to 
live the Gospel. She models in us a way of being and living the faith. Brother 
Emili Turú put it this way: “The name we bear tells us what our spirit is. That 
is the originality of our vocation, that is what specifies our contribution to the 
Church and to society, not only by what we do, but also by the way we do it 
and by who we are”6.

Mary, woman of discernment and faith, inspires our mission, placing us within 
the servant Church, attentive to the needs of society - especially the marginal-
ized - in order to respond in accordance with the gospel. 

Marcellin makes Mary his “ordinary resource” and from her hand, his whole 
life takes on a great sense of faith. From her he learns to live the presence of 
God who inspires him to realize his project, convinced that “unless the Lord 
builds the house, the builders labor in vain; unless the Lord guards the city, the 
watchmen keep watch in vain” (Psalm 126,1). (Psalm 126,1). From Champag-
nat we learn that in our strategic planning and development of mission projects 
we must be aligned with the Gospel, always asking ourselves what God’s will is. 

3.3 We are a significant Presence

Likewise, faithful to our tradition, we make presence a fundamental element 
in our mission. This presence, as well as being physical, must be emotional and 
spiritual. 

Contact with people and the building of positive relationships foster fraternity 
and help to build communities of mission where all - formators and those in 
formation - feel empowered and builders of a common project where all can 
make a difference. A beautiful task.

This presence is, if possible, even more significant in mission areas that serve 
the marginalized of our society. Men and women, boys and girls who are dis-
carded7 because they are immigrants, poor, of another race, of another sexual 
orientation, of another religion..., our presence and attitude of inclusion pro-

6 Turú, Emili. He gave us the name of Mary. Rome, General House. Page 38  
7 Pope Francis frequently uses this expression. For example, in his address to the UN on 30 September 2015 he said: 
“...a selfish and boundless lust for power and material well-being leads both to abuse of available material resources 
and to the exclusion of the weak and less able, either because they are differently abled (disabled) or because they are 
deprived of adequate technical knowledge and tools or possess insufficient capacity for political decision-making. Eco-
nomic and social exclusion is a total negation of human fraternity and a very serious attack on human rights and the 
environment”. https://revistavive.com/13-frases-del-discurso-del-papa-francisco-en-la-onu/
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motes their dignity and favors the construction of the Kingdom of God: pure 
Capitalize Gospel!

Presence with other ecclesial and social actors and institutions testifies to a uni-
versal fraternity, as does the attitude of global availability. In all this, Champag-
nat could surely recognize that “all the dioceses of the world are in our sights”. 

4. BY WAY OF CONCLUSION
As Marists of Champagnat we feel the joy of sharing a beautiful spiritual her-
itage.  This feeling, as well as being affective, should encourage us to take up 
Marcellin’s dream and ask ourselves what he would do today in the face of the 
grave needs present in society and in the Church.  
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Just as Marcellin was courageous and prophetic in his response to God in what 
God asked of him, we - brothers, lay men and women - are called to be witness-
es (parable and prophecy) for the Church: 

•	 in the face of a culture of violence and separation, propose the value of 
fraternity.

•	 in the face of a culture of segregation and discarding, propose the value of 
the option for the marginalized of society and of the Church.

•	 in the face of a culture of individualism and isolation, propose the value 
of integral care, both for people and for the environment.

Br. Gregorio Linacero
for the International Marist Mission Commission 
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