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MARISTNEWS

■  The General Council finished its plenary session on 
Tuesday. In the last few days it has continued the preparation 
for the meeting of Provincials which will take place next week 
at the General House. It has also dealt with issues of appoin-
ting people and reflections related to Administrative Units and 
Regions of the Institute.
■  Since Monday, the director of FMSI, Andrea Rossi, visits 
the Blue Marists of Aleppo, accompanied by a journalist from 
Avvenire, the newspaper of the Italian Episcopal Conference.
■  During the week the Provincials and District Superiors 
arrive for next week’s meeting with the General Council at the 
General House.

■  Br. José Sánchez and Diugar, from the Secretariat of 
Education and Evangelization, participated on Tuesday in 
the meeting of the Ad Hoc Commission of the Marist Youth 
Ministry Network.
■  The meeting of the team working on the new Formation 
Guide for candidates to Marist Religious Life finished on Wed-
nesday, coordinated by Brothers Lindley and Ángel Medina, 
directors of the Secretariat Brothers Today.
■  On Friday, the second meeting of the Commission that 
is preparing the III MIMA, which will take place next year in 
Spain, will take place. The group is followed by the Secretariat 
of Education and Evangelization.

A commission, since May 2021, is working in a new edition 
of the Marist Education Document, “In the Footsteps of 
Marcellin Champagnat”. After the initial work, the Com-

mission appointed a small group to do a careful study on all the 
works done previously. The meeting of that team took place in 
the General House, from the 15th to 21st of February 2023.

Coordinated by the secretariat for Education and Evangeli-
zation, the team was comprised of Br. Luis Carlos Gutiérrez 
(Vicar General), Br. Ben Consigli (General Councillor), Br. Carlos 
Alberto Rojas (immediate past Director of the secretariat), Br. 
Mark Okolo Omede (the immediate past Assistant Director), 
Br. Ángel Diego Ortola (Director of the Secretariat of Solidarity), 

GENERAL HOUSE

MEETING ON THE REVIEW OF THE
MARIST EDUCATION DOCUMENT

general administration
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https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-on-the-review-of-the-marist-education-document/


marist news 769

1  I MARCH I 20232

AUSTRALIA: LOCAL MARIST ASSOCIATION 
GATHERING AT RANDWICK

IRELAND: CONNECTIONS WITH MARIST COLLEGE 
ATHLONE AND INSTITUTO QUERETANO OF MEXICO

COLOMBIA: MARIST NATIONAL PROJECT AND 
NETWORK LEADERS

CHILE: INTEGRAL ECOLOGY TRAINING DAY IN 
PANGAL

IVORY COAST: BROTHERS LIVING AND 
WORKING

marist world

MEXICO: PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY 
MEETING

Mrs Adriana Kempft (Brazil Sul-Amazô-
nia), Mrs Amaya Espuela (Ibérica), Mr 
John Robbinson (Star of the Sea) and Br. 
Joe McKee, the facilitator of the team. 
The new Director of the Secretariat for 
Education and Evangelization, Brother 
José Sánchez Bravo also attended some 
sessions of the meeting.
Divided into sessions, the first dedica-
ted itself to the reading of the whole 
document based on the suggestions to 
maintain the structure of the old docu-
ment, or the new suggestion to merge 
some chapters, and the transfer of some 
articles to appropriate headings.
The team unanimously agreed to work with the idea of merging 
some chapters and to put some articles under some subhea-
dings.
The second part of the work centred on the organization of the 
document, and this was done in language groups, English and 
Spanish. The plenaries were dedicated to the reading of the 
document, taking note of the new suggestions, reformulation of 
some articles, comparison of translations, and the addition of 
a new part of the document on the Marist Institutions of Higher 

Education.
On the last day of the work together, the team welcomed the 
Superior General, Brother Ernesto Sánchez who appreciated 
them for the enormous task ongoing and stressed the impor-
tance of the document in the life and mission of the Institute.
It is hoped that the work will be subjected to a critical reading 
by some Marist Young people and educators before passing it 
on to the General council.
Read more about the commission
Fotos

https://champagnat.org/en/commission-for-the-revision-of-the-document-in-the-footsteps-of-marcellin-champagnat/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.6070322716347201&type=3
https://champagnat.org/es/continuan-los-trabajos-de-revision-del-documento-de-mision-educativa-marista/
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FMSI 

MARIST SOLIDARITY WITH THE UKRAINIAN POPULATION

Several 
initiatives in 
the Marist 

world are helping 
to alleviate the 
suffering of people 
affected by the 
war in Ukraine that 
has been going on 
for more than a 
year. The General 
Administration has 
launched the “Ma-
rists for Ukraine” 
project, coordinated 
by FMSI in colla-
boration with the 
Institute’s secreta-
riats and networks, 
which aims to 
raise funds among Marist Administrative Units, schools, social 
works and institutions worldwide. The project was launched in 
December 2022 and will run until May 2023: “with the help of 
Marists around the world, more than 20,000 euros have been 
raised, all of which goes to the local population,” said Andrea 
Rossi, director of FMSI. This money was used to buy 20 tons 
of food sent to Ukraine through the Sant’Egidio Community, a 
partner of the project.

On February 22, as part of the “Marists for Ukraine” project, 
the Marist laity and brothers of the General House handed over 
to the Community of Sant’Egidio the clothes and medicines 
they were able to collect internally to help the victims of the war 
in Ukraine.

Information on how to participate in the campaign of solidarity 
with the people of Ukraine can be found on the FMSI website.

https://youtu.be/As9XZ0rykJ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25zbXqRLs78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yeelX7MqKo
https://champagnat.org/en/marists-for-ukraine-2/
https://champagnat.org/en/marists-for-ukraine-2/
https://fmsi.ngo/en/
https://fmsi.ngo/en/
http://www.laicos.va/content/laici/en/sezioni/associazioni/repertorio/comunita-di-santegidio.html
https://fmsi.ngo/en/maristsforukaine/
https://fmsi.ngo/en/maristsforukaine/
https://fmsi.ngo/en/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-solidarity-with-the-ukrainian-population/
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UMBRASIL

XIX ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Marist Union of Brazil (UMBRASIL) celebrated in Brasilia, 
from February 14 to 15, its XIX Ordinary General Assembly, 
under the motto “Caring for and generating Marist life”. 

Twenty-one representatives from the 3 Marist Provinces of Brazil 
participated in the meeting. During the event, Br. Deivis Fischer, 
from the Brasil Sul-Amazônia Province, took office as the new 
president of the Superior Council of UMBRASIL, replacing Br. Benê 
Oliveira, from the Brasil Centro-Sul Province.
The executive secretary of UMBRASIL and executive secretary 
of the America Sur Region, Leonardo Soares, highlighted the 
importance of the deliberations of the assembly for the future of the 
Marist mission: “UMBRASIL is happy to give visibility, feasibility, and 
implementation to our dream of building networks for Marist Brazil, 
the América Sur Region, and the Institute.”
UMBRASIL, from that moment on, has a new structure. The 
different areas that previously existed are now part of 3 new fronts: 
Identity, Mission, and Vocation; Religious Organization and Coope-
ration and Good Practices. The change seeks to emphasize Con-
secrated and Lay Life, Management and Heritage Strategy, Legal 
and Corporate Protection, and the construction of more powerful 
international networks.
During the Assembly, Br. Natalino Souza and June Cruz presen-
ted to the brothers the state of development of: the Integrated 
Network of Basic Education of the Marists of Brazil. The balance 
sheet for 2022 and the budget for 2023 were also approved.

Leonardo Soares took advantage of the moment of the Assembly to 
talk about the main points that will be discussed in the Regional As-
sembly of America Sur, which will take place in Bolivia, from March 
18 to 24. The Region is also in the phase of updating the Strategic 
Planning, and has restructured 3 macro areas, according to the 
Strategic Plan of the General Government: Marist Life, Institutional 
Services and Marist Mission.
Among the panelists were: Fr. Wilson Groh, who spoke on “Servant 
Prophetic Leadership: a vocation that screams,” and Luiz Roberto 
Liza Curi, Counselor and President of the National Council of Educa-
tion, who spoke on “Scenarios and situations of Brazilian Education: 
a new perspective.”
The Assembly was also the scene of the launching of volumes II 
and III of the collection on the life of Br. Basilio “A Man of God”. 
See here the launching.
The Superior Council of UMBRASIL is made up of the Brothers: 
Adalberto Batista Amaral, Anacleto Peruzzo, Antônio Benedito 
de Oliveira, Danilo Correia Bezerra, Davi Nardi, Deivis Alexandre 
Fischer, Délcio Afonso Balestrin, Dionísio Roberto Rodrigues, 
Iranilson Correia de Lima, José Assis Elias de Brito, José 
Augusto Junior, José Carlos da Silva Bittencourt, Lúcio Gomes 
Dantas, Manuir José Mentges, Márcio Henrique Ferreira da 
Costa, Miguel Antonio Orlandi, Miguel Fernandes Ribeiro, Rogé-
rio Renato Mateucci,  Ronaldo Luzzi and  Vanderlei Siqueira dos 
Santos.

https://umbrasil.org.br/
https://redemarista.org.br/
https://marista.org.br/
https://www.maristascruzdelsur.org/region-america-sur/
https://champagnat.org/en/integrated-network-of-basic-education-of-the-marists-of-brazil/
https://champagnat.org/en/integrated-network-of-basic-education-of-the-marists-of-brazil/
https://umbrasil.org.br/2023/02/umbrasil-lanca-volumes-ii-e-iii-da-colecao-sobre-a-vida-do-ir-basilio-um-homem-de-deus/
https://champagnat.org/en/xix-ordinary-general-assembly-of-umbrasil/
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FMSI - SyrIa

Six lung respirators were sent to the 
Blue Marists in Aleppo, which the 
General Administration Foundation 
obtained through the Italian gover-
nment. The shipment was made 
through the Italian Air Force to Beirut 
and then the Marists transported it, 
via land, to Syria.

BrazIl

Every year the Bishops’ Conference 
proposes a theme for reflection 
during Lent. In 2023, the proposed 
theme is “fraternity and hunger”. The 
Marists in the country are participa-
ting in this debate through formation 
programs, resources and proposals 
to change the reality of people who 
suffer from hunger. All the initiatives 
are available at this link.

MéxIco occIdental

The Province held the Educational 
Ministry Meeting where the new 
educational-pastoral challenges in 
working with children, adolescents 
and young people were highlighted, 
as well as the design of collabo-
ration strategies with the entities 
of the Province to respond to the 
Marist Mission.

europe

During the last week, the European 
Educational Team worked on the 
elaboration of the European Marist 
Educational Framework for Affective, 
Sexual and Relational Education, 
which will increase the well-being of 
children and young people, but also 
the learning of educators. In addi-
tion, the Secretariat of the Region 
and the coordinators of the Euro-
pean teams met to advance in the 
construction of the Strategic Plan.

The Ibérica Province celebrated the X Innovation Days of the Marist from Iberica, 
on February 15 and 16. Thirty educators from the educational works of the 
province were present. Javier Bahón Gómez, CEO of TÚinnovas, the international 

laboratory for innovation and educational coaching, was present in Lardero (La Rioja) 
to give the training.

During the sessions, Javier discussed several key ideas, based on the following 
themes: learning situations, rigorous thinking strategies and competency assess-
ment. On the one hand, teaching staff must be clear about the beacons of their 
educational centre, of the educational institution, he recalled. “At school we have 
always adopted the position of each teacher with their booklet, and this in the 
long run has caused us to be too disconnected,” he said and added that “in the 
face of such a complex task, we must always work as a team, join forces and be 
consistent with the educational project we want, and the profile of the person we 
want to educate.”

On the other hand, considering that “only the active brain learns. The brain must 
develop all its capacities, and it only develops the capacities that it practices.” For 
some years now, steps have been taken so that the reality of the country’s educational 
centers better addresses the need for meaningful education, based on learning for real 
life, where students not only learn conceptual content, but also the abilities and skills, 
and that through these contents, they are able to face a liquid and changing world in 
which they have to live.

“When we talk about educating for life, we are talking about educating in skills. And 
for that you need to have the ability to think flexibly, to have cognitive flexibility and 
emotional flexibility,” he concluded.

PROVÍNCIA IBÉRICA

MARISTAS IBÉRICA INNOVATION DAYS

http://bit.ly/3IZuyPk 
https://maristasiberica.com/
https://tuinnovas.com/
https://champagnat.org/en/maristas-iberica-innovation-days/


marist news 769

1 I MARCH I 20236

Institute of the Marist Brothers General House
Piazzale Marcellino Champagnat, 2 - Rome, Italy - comunica@fms.it
Website   http://www.champagnat.org
YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
Twitter   https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat

COMPOSTELA

VOCATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Almost a hun-
dred people 
participated 

in the Vocational 
Assembly of the 
Province of Compos-
tela, which was held 
in Salamanca from 
February 9 to 12, with 
the theme “Go out. Go 
up. Go on and now… 
to serve”.

The meeting, inspired 
by the story of Zac-
chaeus (Luke 19:1-
10), is a response 
to the invitation of Br. Máximo Blanco Morán, Provincial, who 
asked “to overflow with creativity in this process”, which aimed 
to be a space for listening and dialogue, and a generator of 
vocational culture.

Throughout the three days the participants reflected on the 
Compostela Vocation Plan and the meaning that vocation has 
for each person.

Through different workshops and motivated by the Year of 
Marist Vocations, which is being celebrated in the Institute, 
the participants reflected on how to cultivate and care for the 
Marist vocation and the opportunities to go out to meet other 
ways of living the Marist Vocation, youth ministry and solidarity, 
evangelization, communities and the Marist style.

One of the key points of the meeting was the presentation of 
Professor Francesc Torralba, for whom vocation is a “call” and 

this implies “someone who calls”, “someone who responds”, 
and the necessary silence for this “interior listening”. Torralba 
stressed the importance of the “vocational community” becau-
se “you alone cannot achieve it”.

Referring to vocation, Carlos Gómez-Vírseda Martínez SJ, 
vocation promoter of the Society of Jesus in Spain, shared his 
personal experience of vocation and explained four tools that 
he considers basic for discernment: examination of the day, 
spiritual exercises, service-volunteering and accompaniment.

Among the panelists were also Sister Ianire Angulo Ordorika, 
who explained the formula of the vocation of Zacchaeus (key 
and image of the assembly). Leandro Fernández Macho, a spe-
cialist in leadership, analyzed the care of vocation as a team.

The third day was completed with three workshops on personal 
care, accompaniment and music and vocation.

mailto:comunica%40fms.it?subject=
http://www.champagnat.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.facebook.com/fmschampagnat
https://twitter.com/fms_champagnat
https://www.youtube.com/user/champagnatorg
https://champagnat.org/en/vocational-assembly-of-compostela/

