
MARISTS OF CHAMPAGNAT I GENERAL HOUSE I ROME I WWW.CHAMPAGNAT.ORG

Year XV - Number 771 | 15 MARCH 2023

MARISTNEWS

>>

■  The meeting of the superiors of the Administrative Units with 
the General Council ended on Saturday. Taking advantage of the 
fact that everyone was in Rome, on Sunday the superiors of the 
two regions of America met together. On Monday the superiors 
of the Arco Norte Region met, and on Monday and Tuesday the 
provincials of Europe met. The Link Councillors with the regions 
accompanied the meetings.
■  On Monday, Brothers Ángel and Lindley, directors of 
the Secretariat of Brothers Today, met online with Brothers 
Tony Leon and José Miguel Caballero to prepare for the Gier 
program of ongoing formation, that will take place in June at 
the General House and Hermitage. On Tuesday they met, via 
Zoom, the group that will advise the 2024 meeting of forma-
tors: Brothers César Rojas, Juan Castro and Michel Razafiman-
dimby.
■  During this week, the directors of the Bureau of Solidarity, 
Brothers Ángel and Francis, together with Brother Valdícer, 
director of Cmi, are visiting the Marists in Cuba, especially the 
LaValla200> community in Holguin.

■  On Tuesday, the directors of the Brothers Today Secretariat 
had a virtual meeting with Brothers César Rojas and Graham Neist 
to organize the follow-up to the work of the international commis-
sion of the new Formation Guide.
■  On Wednesday, Brother Josep Maria, General Councilor, held 
an online formation session with the Mediterranean Province on 
Vocation, in the context of the Year of Marist Vocations.
■  Beginning Wednesday, Brothers Ángel Medina and Lindley will 
be in Nairobi, where they will meet with the brothers in formation 
and primarily meet with the Africa Formation Commission to pre-
pare for the Regional Meeting of African Formators and Vocation 
Animators to be held in July of this year.
■  On Wednesday and Thursday, representatives of the three 
Marist publishing houses (FTD, Eldevives and Gram) meet in 
Rome. Brothers Luis Carlos, Vicar General, Ben, General Counci-
lor, and José Sánchez, Director of the Secretariat of Education and 
Evangelization, are participating in the meeting.
■  From Sunday, March 19 to April 7, Brothers João Carlos and 
Ben, General Councilors, will visit the Province of Compostela.

The meeting held at the General House, from March 6 to 11, 2023, prioritized reflection on the 5 perspectives for the future that the 
superiors listed last year, during the General Conference: spirituality, Marist vocation and co-responsibility, emerging needs, global Marist 
family and reconfiguration.

MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL WITH   
THE PROVINCIALS AND DISTRICT SUPERIORS 

general administration

https://champagnat.org/es/emergencia-sismica/
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The first day began with a dialo-
gue on the Marist vocation. The 
participants, divided into tables, 

were invited to share how the Year 
of Marist Vocations is impacting the 
life of the Administrative Units. In the 
plenary session the reflection of the 
tables was shared and it was clear 
that there is a crisis, but illuminated 
by evident signs of hope. Brother 
Ernesto recalled the historic moment 
the Institute experienced in 1822 
when, five years after its foundation, 
there were no vocations. St. Marce-
llin’s confidence in Mary at that time 
is something that should animate the 
Institute, said the Superior General: 
“In spite of everything, as leaders, we must have 
hope”. He also stressed that it is necessary to 
dare and “motivate ourselves so that the charism 
remains alive in today’s context, even if we cannot 
change it”. Finally, Brother Ernesto recalled how 
the reality of the lay Marist vocation is a gift for the 
Institute and questioned the superiors, “How are we 
welcoming and embracing this gift?”
That same day there was a time to deal with 
canonical questions linked to particular situations. 
Brothers Juan Miguel Anaya and Jesús Alberto 
Rodríguez Delgado advised the group.

In the afternoon, Br. Ernesto introduced the theme 
of spirituality, conceived as a cross-cutting the-
me that will be present throughout the week. The 
participants will live a personal and community 
process that will help to actualize spirituality as a 
fundamental element of the animation of Marist life. 
The Superior General, recalling the leader’s role 
as community animator, underlined that “a deep 
relationship is motivated by a life of interiority”. And 
he asked the leaders to question themselves, “What 
sustains you as a leader? What moves you?”

Br. Ernesto gave the participants a selection of texts on spi-
rituality taken from the Constitutions and the Rule of Life and 
asked each one to meditate during this week and identify the 
elements that challenge them personally, in their own Admi-
nistrative Unit and in their mission as leaders. He also asked 
them to come to a concrete conclusion: “What do you think you 

should promote in your Province or District regarding Marist 
spirituality?

The discernment process will take place in three large groups 
during the week, in moments of prayer in the chapels of the 
General House. At the end, on Saturday, the participants will 
share their conclusions in plenary session.

DAY ONE – MONDAY, MARCH 6

https://champagnat.org/en/first-day-of-the-meeting-of-provincials-and-district-superiors-with-the-general-council/
https://champagnat.org/en/first-day-of-the-meeting-of-provincials-and-district-superiors-with-the-general-council/
https://champagnat.org/en/first-day-of-the-meeting-of-provincials-and-district-superiors-with-the-general-council/
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RECONFIGURATION WAS THE THEME OF THE SECOND AND THIRD 
DAY OF THE MEETING OF PROVINCIALS AND DISTRICT SUPERIORS

At the General Conference of 2022, one of the intuitions 
which the leaders of the various Administrative Units 
raised was the advancement of the on-going reflection 

and implementation of a canonical reconfiguration within the 
Institute, based on criteria of vitality, viability and sustainabi-
lity of Marist life and mission.  During the annual meeting of 
Provincials and District Superior which is taking place at the 
General House from the 6th through the 11th of March, two 
days have been dedicated to that theme.

On Tuesday, during the first morning session, Br. Josep Maria 
Soteras introduced the theme and invited the participants to 
think about what “reconfiguration” means and if “transforma-
tion” is the same as “change” or should we, as an Institute, go 
beyond just “ structural change”.  He asked the participants 
to think about “how restructuring could be approached in a 
prophetic way today.”

During the second morning session, Brothers Ben Consigli and 
João Carlos do Prado advanced the conversation by asking if 
reconfiguration is “ a parable of decline or opportunity?” To 
facilitate this part of the conversation, three leaders were asked 
to share their recent experiences with reconfiguration based on 
three questions:

• Why reconfigure?

• What were the key elements within the discernment 
process? and

• What learnings were gained from this this process of 
reconfiguration?

Using this criteria, Brothers Gaston Robert (District Leader, 
District of Canada) explained the process and transformation 
lived in Canada which recently became a District; Br. Peter 
Carroll (Provincial, Star of the Sea) shared the discernment 
process and steps taken as the Province of the Star of the Sea 
was formed; and Br. Robert Thunus (Provincial, West Central 
Europe) spoke about the on-going process that the Provin-
ce of West Central Europe is taking as it becomes a District 
under the Province of the Hermitage. It became clear that new 
realities brought on by the process of reconfiguration can also 
create excellent opportunities for the future of our Marist life 
and mission. The discussion continues Wednesday, when the 
leaders continue this conversation and engage in defining the 
necessary criteria of reconfiguration and steps for the future.

During the afternoon sessions, the Provincials will meet the 
various Secretariats and Departments to create synergy and to 
share information on the projects and initiatives that the Gene-
ral Administration is undertaking over the next few years.  On 
Tuesday afternoon, the Secretariats of Brothers Today and Laity 
presented their programs.

https://champagnat.org/en/reconfiguration-was-the-theme-of-the-second-and-third-day-of-the-meeting-of-provincials-and-district-superiors/
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LISTENING TO EMERGING NEEDS

On the fourth day of the meeting of the 
Superiors of Administrative Units with 
the General Council, that began on 

March 6, the Superior General and his Coun-
cil proposed to the participants another call 
presented by last year’s General Conference: 
emerging needs. The Conference had asked 
that together, Brothers and lay people on 
mission:

Engage in a shared discernment to respond 
to emerging needs, which may demand 
creative re-imagination of the what and the how of our mission.
Evaluate our presence among the poor and prioritise the pre-
sence of Brothers in situations on the margins.
Put resources into a significant presence among young adults 
and give attention to those who are far from the faith.
In the first session, Brothers João Carlos do Prado and Óscar 
Martín, General Councilors, motivated reflection on listening to 
emerging needs. They invited the participants to three attitudes:

TO DISCERN in a shared manner to respond to emerging 
needs, reinventing the mission
To qualify OUR PRESENCE among the poor and prioritize the 
presence of brothers and sisters in frontier situations.
To promote a significant presence among YOUNG ADULTS and 
give attention to those ALOYED FROM THE FAITH.
Then they asked everyone to reflect in groups about the new 
needs that have arisen in your country or province in the last 
3 years. They have also put the question: How are we already 
responding to these needs? And finally, the participants were 
invited to think about the actual presences in the own Admi-
nistrative Unit and verify if they respond to the 
new needs.

The second session was dedicated to Child 
Protection & Safeguarding, specifically chec-
king how the Child Safeguarding Standards 
are being implemented as indicated in the 
Manual for Administrative Units. The meeting 
was advised by Councilors Ben Consigli, Óscar 
Martín and Ken McDonald. They stressed that 
to meet this standard, each Province must 
develop a policy committed to a victim-cente-
red approach.

There was room for discussion at the tables, 
which were based on the following questions:

Concerning the theme of Child Safeguarding what is your expe-
rience of the handover takeover as Provincial / District Leader?
What did you appreciate about this process?
What would have helped you to understand the theme of child 
safeguarding in your province better?
How does your province go about monitoring the implementa-
tion of the policies in the province’s ministries?
How does your province keep records and files concerning 
allegations?

The afternoon, as on the other days, was reserved for the 
presentation of ongoing projects by the secretariats and depart-
ments of the General Administration. Brother José Sánchez, 
director of the Secretariat of Education and Evangelization, 
spoke about the most important initiatives carried out by his 
sector. For their part, Brothers Ángel Diego and Francis Lukong, 
directors of the Secretariat of Solidarity, spoke of the initiatives 
inherent in the help the Institute is giving to situations in need 
of Marist solidarity. Andrea Rossi, director of FMSI, also presen-
ted the most outstanding Foundation’s initiatives.

https://champagnat.org/en/superiors-of-administrative-units-with-the-general-council-listening-to-emerging-needs/
https://champagnat.org/en/superiors-of-administrative-units-with-the-general-council-listening-to-emerging-needs/
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LAST DAYS OF THE MEETING WITH
PROVINCIALS AND DISTRICT SUPERIORS

The meeting of the General Council with Provincials and 
District Superiors ended on March 11. The Superior 
General with his council wanted to promote a moment 

of synergy that can be fruitful for Marist life and mission. “We 
discussed and deepened the intuitions for the future of the 
General Conference of 2022. We wish to deepen and promo-
te Marist spirituality. We want to care for and generate life, 
searching for the best structures for the future of Marist life and 
mission. We seek to share human and financial resources. And 
we want to continue to respond to the emerging needs of to-
day’s world,” says Brother Ernesto Sánchez, Superior General.
For Brother Nicholas Fernando, Provincial of South Asia, “it was 
an encouraging meeting with the Brothers”. The same senti-
ment was expressed by Brother Vincent Abadom, Provincial 
of Nigeria, for whom “the meeting was impressive and all the 
protagonists did a fantastic job. The prayers were very contem-
plative and lively”. And Brother Raúl Schönfeld, Provincial of 
Cruz del Sur, added: “I particularly emphasize the possibility of 

taking up again the intuitions of last year’s General Conference 
and of having structured the meeting around them. The careful 
spaces of spirituality that we experienced at the beginning of 
each day were very significant. In addition, it is always a gift to 
make contact and grow in awareness of the global family that 
we are.”

Friday, Mach 10
The penultimate day was dedicated to the theme of the Global 
Family, the central message of the last General Chapter. 
Brother Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, began the work by 
recalling what was requested by the General Conference last 
year on this theme:
Continue to develop and consolidate NETWORKS in the various 
areas of life and mission.
Collaborate more among the Administrative Units by sharing 
human and financial resources and promoting the availability 
and collaboration of Brothers and lay people within the Province >>

https://champagnat.org/en/last-days-of-the-meeting-with-provincials-and-district-superiors/
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or District, among the AUs and at the Institute level.
Consolidate sustainability plans, in particular, for 
those AU’s who need to be more sustainable.
The participants followed the reflection by trying to 
envision better ways to move forward in the task of 
growing as a global body, which is 
synonymous with the Global Family: 
“all Marists of Champagnat belong to 
a single body or a single charismatic 
family, and we are being called to 
act as such,” underlined Brother Luis 
Carlos.
Some suggestions were made: 
develop a plan for the fair sharing of 
human and financial resources at all 
levels of the Institute; develop a plan 
of action to achieve sustainability of 
Marist life and mission at all levels; 
apply the principles found in the Plan 
of Discernment on the evangelical 
use of goods; develop administra-
tive, financial and human resource 
policies based on ethical principles; 
ensure training in administration and 
finance at all levels of the Institute 
and insist on the effective manage-
ment of resources.
In view of the proposals presented, 
the participants reflected together on 
how to move forward and how to act 
concretely.
Then there was time to talk concretely about new juridical 
structures created to assist the Marist mission and the ex-
periences lived in the regions of Asia and Africa in terms of 
sustainability of the mission. Another session was presented by 

the Econome General, Br Jorge Gaio, who illustrated 
the plan for financing Marist life and mission.

Conclusion of the meeting
Saturday, the last day, was a time of synthesis, 
especially linked to the theme of spirituality, proposed 
already on the first day of the meeting, which permea-
ted the whole week. The participants, guided by texts 
from the Constitutions and Rule of Life suggested by 
the Superior General, Brother Ernesto, deepened the 
meaning of Marist Spirituality, explaining it in accordan-
ce with the current contexts, according to the request 
of the General Chapter to cultivate a spirituality of the 
heart.
At the end, Brother Ernesto summarized how the mee-
ting went: “The fraternal atmosphere and the participa-
tion were excellent, we felt like a global Marist family 
on the way, following the invitation of the 22nd General 

Chapter”. And he added: “We felt very well accompanied by 
Mary, our Good Mother, who continues to inspire and encou-
rage us, as Champagnat did. I thank the General Council, the 
Secretariats and Departments, and the General Administration 
community for their support and dedication during these days.”

https://champagnat.org/en/first-day-of-the-meeting-of-provincials-and-district-superiors-with-the-general-council/
https://champagnat.org/en/last-days-of-the-meeting-with-provincials-and-district-superiors/
https://champagnat.org/en/last-days-of-the-meeting-with-provincials-and-district-superiors/
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NoraNdiNa

32 participants from the national 
teams of the 9 areas of Marist ani-
mation in Ecuador participated in the 
assembly of the Mission Council that 
took place in Loja, from March 3rd 
to 5th.

australia

Frank Malloy, Executive Director of 
the Marist Association and National 
Director of Marist Schools Australia 
has been appointed as Commissioner 
for Catholic Education in Western Aus-
tralia, along with Celia Hammond. The 
appointments were announced by the 
regional chair of the Catholic Education 
Commission, Eva Skira.

south america

Representatives from the 5 Marist 
Provinces of the Region participated 
in the first regional meeting of the 
Laity Network, held at the Marist hou-
se in San José, Uruguay from March 
8 to 11.

ibérica

Several Marist educators from the 
Province participated in the Marcellin 
3.0 formation program, held in Alcalá 
de Henares and Lardero. The program 
aims at renewing in its participants 
their vocation as Marist educators. 

méxico ceNtral

At the beginning of the month, the 
Marist Youth Ministry, after 3 years, 
organized a provincial meeting of 
“Amigos en Marcha”, which offered 
an experience of encounter marked by 
two aspects: love of neighbor and love 
of nature.

BRAZIL 

LAVALLA200> COMMUNITY IN TABATINGA

The Lavalla200> Community in Taba-
tinga, Brazil, is made up of Br Luke 
Fong (Fiji Islands), Br Altenir Pimentel 

(Brazil), a married couple Laura Patricia de 
la Maza Borja (Mexico) and Marcio Sampaio 
de Paula (Brazil), and Maria Alejandra 
Castellanos (Guatemala).
The project of our International Community 
centres on the Marist Social Centre “Redes” 
where we offer complementary activities 
and school reinforcement for children and 
teenagers. We also offer language courses 
in English, Spanish, French, Italian and 
Portuguese for foreigners. Also on offer 
are courses in ballet, handicrafts, guitar, 
singing, ethics and values.
Work is done in a network, i.e. the commu-
nity is supported by volunteers, other con-
gregations and missionaries from around 
Tabatinga: lay people from the Work of 
Mary, the Missionaries of Guadalupe, de la 
Salle Brothers and diocesan priests. There 
are also local volunteers joining the project: 
a 13 year old girl who is a ballet teacher, 
remedial teachers, including a retired lady, 
a young Humanities teacher, and ten young 
student volunteers helping out at the Marist 
Centre.
Interest in the Centre has increased consi-
derably since the second half of 2022 and 
grew even more at the beginning of 2023, 
following the summer camp held in January 

with 80 children and 12 young volunteers. 
In 2023, more than 250 registrations were 
made for the different courses and the 
demand continues. The large turnout and 
the massive participation of parents in the 
meetings are proof of the reputation of the 
Centre.
The Centre is running with the support of 
the wider community. We have received 
some donations to carry out our activities 
and to facilitate the centre’s operation.
Besides its activities at the Marist Centre, 
the Lavalla200> Community collaborates 
in parish and diocesan activities: pri-
son ministry (visits, catechesis, leading 
religious celebrations); vocations ministry 
(support to the community of Santa Rosa 
Island, in Peru, school reinforcement and 
guitar lessons). The community is also 
working in two new local communities: 
Xingu and María Exaltina (catechesis, 
singing, community vegetable gardens). 
We also participate as a community in 
other parishes.
These and other activities fill the daily life 
and mission of the community. Everything 
is done with love, joy and dedication. “Our 
strength and courage come from personal 
and community prayer which nourishes and 
sustains our journey. In all this we perceive 
the hands of God acting and guiding us in 
our mission”, says Marcio.

https://redemarista.org.br/
https://champagnat.org/en/lavalla200-community-in-tabatinga/
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BRAZIL 

CHAMPAGNAT GLOBAL PARTICIPATES IN THE MEETING
OF BASIC EDUCATION MANAGERS IN BRAZIL

From March 6 to 9, it was held 
in Curitiba, the First Meeting of 
Basic Education Managers of 

Brazil, an important milestone in the 
development process of the Integra-
ted Network of Basic Education in 
Marist Brazil. Champagnat Global, 
the Marist Global Network of Schools, 
participated in this meeting and was 
represented by Javier Llamas, Project 
Manager of the Institute’s Network.
The network is made up of 96 socio-educational units and is being 
built in two phases of implementation: the first begins with the 
Marist Provinces of Brasil Centro-Sul and Brasil Sul-Amazônia 
and in the next stage is integrated with the Marist Province of Brasil 
Centro-Norte, which from the beginning has participated in the 
founding movements and in strategic decision-making.
The management of MARISTA BRASIL has considered it very impor-
tant to feel part of the global process that the Institute is promoting 
as a Global family that walks together and, as a consequence, a 
very fruitful synergy is being generated between the two networks. 
In a disruptive historical context of radical changes, such as the one 
we are living in, the challenges have a global dimension and that 
implies being creative, innovative and above all collaboratives.
Within the programme of the meeting there was a panel: “Inter-
nationalisation and Basic Education: positioning, connections and 
horizons”, in which Javier Llamas, project manager of Champagnat 
Global, Marília Morosine of the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio 

del Sur (PUCRS) and Michelle 
Jordão of UMBRASIL, shared 
the importance of thinking about 
internationalisation for our chil-
dren and young people and shed 
light on this subject which needs 
more and more space in Marist 
schools.For this reason, the 
Fratelli Project is fully dedicated 
to marginalised groups that would 

otherwise have no opportunity to access these services, provided in 
a familiar and welcoming environment. The project offers vulnerable 
children socio-educational support to provide them with a basic 
level of education that guarantees them access to the Lebanese pu-
blic education system. The preparatory preparation for school that 
Fratelli provides allows the children to enter the Lebanese public 
system, supporting and accompanying them in overcoming their 
difficulties, including language, mathematics and science. Thanks 
to the presence of the psychologist, the displaced children and their 
families are helped to overcome the trauma of violence and exile, 
as well as their current state of uncertainty in Lebanon.
From an approach based on children’s rights, considering primary 
and urgent needs, the children grow up in a safe and supportive 
environment where they can express themselves freely, have 
psychosocial support, learn and develop skills for their future 
autonomy. The Fratelli Project therefore represents a long-term 
investment in a better future for hundreds of refugees and vulnera-
ble children.

https://champagnat.global/en/marista-brasil-and-champagnat-global-building-together-the-global-school-family/
https://marista.org.br/
https://redemarista.org.br/
https://marista.edu.br/
https://marista.edu.br/
https://www.pucrs.br/
https://umbrasil.org.br/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/project-fratelli/
https://champagnat.org/en/champagnat-global-participates-in-the-meeting-of-basic-education-managers-in-brazil/
https://champagnat.org/en/champagnat-global-participates-in-the-meeting-of-basic-education-managers-in-brazil/
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MDA 

TECHNICAL TEAM ON SUSTAINABILITY
VISITED THE MARIST DISTRICT OF ASIA

Before I share the outcome 
of the recent visitation of 
the technical team, let me 

introduce the brothers and lay 
Marist behind the fruitful visits. 
I would like to start with the 
technical team. It is composed 
of Br. Goyo Linacero, from the 
General administration in Rome, 
Br. João Batista from Brazil 
Centro-Sul, Br. George Valle from 
MDA and Sergio Oliveira from 
Brazil Centro-Norte. And in MDA 
are Brothers Canisio Willrich, Jose 
Grande, Eugenio Sanz, Bao Xuan 
Joseph, Jiji Dhasan, John Hung 
and Le Hai. Majority of these brothers and lay, who are members 
of any of the teams mentioned above, were present in the 2-day 
face-to-face workshop while two brothers & one lay, due to valid 
reasons like time difference, health issues and hectic timetable, 
were able to participate in the sessions online only either in the 
morning or in the afternoon.

The Technical Team planned to visit the communities of Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam, from the 20th of February – the 4th of 
March 2023, and aimed to conduct a 2-day workshop on the 
formulation and validation of strategic plan, know the reality of each 
community and visit its mission projects as well as other sustaina-
ble projects of the diocese and other religious congregations within 
the diocese the community members are currently working. For 
the smooth flow of the planned activities and guidance of everyone 
involved, these objectives and other details related to it, were com-
municated, in advance, to the country coordinators and community 
leaders before the actual date of the visit came.

The 12-day visit started with a workshop on Strategic Planning held 
at St. Camillan Pastoral Center in Lat krabang Bangkok, Thailand 

on February 21 & 22.  The first day was devoted to the revision and 
validation of the Vision-Mission statement, Strategic drivers, SWOT 
matrix & Strategic options with Sergio assisting the MDA team on-
line. Prior to the formulation of the plan on the second day, Sergio 
invited Vanderlei Soela, a lay and principal in one of the brothers’ 
schools in Brazil, to give a session on Strategic planning. During his 
talk, he made mention and singled out that the road to sustainability 
is a slow process and requires ample of time and above all, active 
participation from every brother & lay in the province or district. 
The sharing of his expertise in this matter paved and eased the 
proceeding and concluding session which was the elaboration of 
the strategic objectives and actions of the plan at the district level.

The District Council reviewed and validated the results of the 
workshop the following morning of the 23rd of February 23 and 
the materials were shared to all the communities visited except 
the Sector house & La Valla in Thailand. The succeeding steps to 
accomplish the plan will be done in the country and community 
level and is calendared between March and July of this year. The 
implementation hopefully will commence sometime in August as 
soon as it is completed, reviewed, and validated.

Within the framework of the sustainability project of the General Economato, in February, a strategic planning workshop and visit 
were held with the Marist District of Asia (MDA). The technical team that supports the District, from Brazil and the General Admi-
nistration, and several brothers from the District of Asia participated in this project. The objective is that this planning will set the 
future direction for projects that can contribute to greater financial autonomy in the District. The Brothers of the District of Asia are 
present in Vietnam, Cambodia, India, Bangladesh, Thailand, and the Philippines.
We share below the summary of the work, written by Br. George Valle from Bangladesh, of the District’s sustainability team.

https://champagnat.org/en/three2six-project-fills-the-educational-gap-for-refugee-and-migrant-children/
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This is my third year in St Pius school in Tatum which is a 
Catholic School run by the Marist Brothers. However, I have 
faced many challeng-es because I am a muslim. One good 

thing is that I have learned more about the Catholic faith and 
beliefs. I have also learned a lot about the Bible since I was more 
familiar with the Quran. To tell the truth, it has all been a good 
experience.

Through the Marist Brothers I have been helped financially with my 
school needs and it is my wish that I may be assisted again in the 
coming years. It has been a wonderful experience for me, and I pro-
mise to repay this favour by studying hard, helping my parents with 
house chores, helping my friends who aren’t as intelligent as I am 

with their studies and above all being respectful to my teachers and 
elders since this is the least I can do at this level. In future, I may be 
blessed with the means to assist other persons in the society. As of 
now, I can only pray that God may bless and protect all those who 
are helping me and other students with fees and didactic materials.

In my school there are students of different religious beliefs and 
family backgrounds and characters very different from mine and 
some-times strange. As such it is sometimes not very easy to relate 

The Marist presence in Cameroon belongs to the Province of 
West Africa. There are four marist communities, working in 
4 schools, two marist and two diocesans. The crisis in two 
English speaking Regions of Cameroon has affected education 
greatly. We share here a testimony of a student, Shakiratu 
Nyuykonghe, from St Pius school in Tatum which is a Catholic 
School run by the Marist Brothers with circa 298 students and 
23 members of the staff.

CAMEROON 

MARISTS HELP POOR PEOPLE TO RECEIVE
A GOOD EDUCATION IN TATUM

https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-provincial-bursars-of-africa/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-provincial-bursars-of-africa/
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ROMANIA: CENTRUL DE ZI MARISTI – MOINESTI

PHILIPPINES: MEETING OF SOME AU ECONOMS IN 
GENSAN

SPAIN: ANNUAL MEETING OF ADMINISTRATORS 
OF THE MARIST SCHOOLS OF MEDITERRÁNEA

FRANCE: WEST CENTRAL EUROPE PROVINCE 
PILGRIMAGE

GUATEMALA: MARIST YOUTH MINISTRY – 
EMBARQUE

marist world

URUGUAY: MEETING OF THE LAITY NETWORK OF 
THE AMÉRICA SUR REGION IN MONTEVIDEO

with them, but my parents taught 
me to always respect everyone, be 
friendly but avoid bad and destructive 
friendships. So, I have decided to 
make friends with those who study 
hard and know why they are in 
school.

Another great challenge of my school 
life is the current sociopolitical crisis 
in our two English speaking Regions 
of Cameroon which has affected 
education greatly. Many schools 
have been destroyed, students and 
teachers attacked and some killed. 
Though our own school has never 
gone through this type of trial, I still 
feel scared every day. I keep praying 
that God will give us peace and 
protection in these regions so that all 
students and teachers may operate in a free environment. I equally 
pray that God may have mercy on those who have lost their lives 
and receive their souls in His Kingdom.

As it is said, some disappointments 
can turn into blessings. We do not 
have enough teachers, but I enjoy the 
fact that for three years we have been 
dealing with almost the same set of 
teachers with whom we are familiar 
and because of that, we understand 
them better. This has helped me 
to understand my lessons better. 
However, I fear that the few teachers 
available may be put under the stress 
of working within the crisis for long 
and dealing with increasing number of 
students as many more students keep 
coming to school.

To conclude, it is really a good expe-
rience to be a student and especially 
in a Catholic School. I pray and wish 
that my brothers and sisters who have 

refused coming to school and doing nothing at home may change 
and enjoy this advantage. I also pray that God may send many more 
persons of goodwil.
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MARIST SOLIDARITY INTERNATIONAL NETWORK

FROM NETWORKING TO “NETBEING”
“Interdependence, rather than isolation or independence, must be 
the new normal for us. We will be witnesses of unity and hope.” 
(XXII General Chapter)
One of the main initiatives being developed, at the level of the 
whole Marist Institute, is the creation and consolidation of networ-
ks. Thus, we respond to the invitation of our last General Chapter 
to “build networks of Marist mission 
[…] that foster […] our education and 
evangelization”. In this way, we have 
seen the consolidation of the networks 
of universities, of Provincial Coordinators 
of Volunteers, of Schools… Concrete 
steps have also been taken for the deve-
lopment of networking in solidarity: the 
Marist Solidarity International Network 
(MSIN).
From 23 February to 2 March, the MSIN 
held meetings in each of the 5 Working 
Groups that make up the network (Edu-
cation in/for Solidarity – 23 February -, 
Social Works – 27 February -, NGOs/
Foundations – 28 February -, Ecology – 
1 March – and Children’s Rights – 2 March -). It was an opportu-
nity to meet at the level of the whole Institute, with the participa-
tion of about 60 Marists from the 6 Regions of the Institute.
These five Working Groups have been functioning since the 
second Assembly of the RMSI, meeting every 3 months. Normally 
we meet in two sub-groups, one in Spanish/Portuguese and the 
other in English/French. This makes it easier for us to meet, as 
we do not need translators, as well as meeting times. On this 
occasion, the meetings were held jointly, with the aim of getting 
to know each other and sharing the path that each group is 
following, and thus continuing to build bridges.
The aim of these meetings is not only to get together, but to 
continue to grow as an Institute and as a charismatic family, so 
that we can be closer to those who are the main recipients of 
our mission, the children and young people, particularly the most 
needy and vulnerable.

A process of work, and of life, which we believe must pass throu-
gh four successive and complementary stages.

1. As a Marist Institute, we have spoken, and we continue to do 
so, about the riches that networks bring us: NET-TALKING. Not 
only has the Marist world discovered the richness of networking, 

but there are many documents and 
areas of our world, and of the Church, 
where this theme is highlighted. Pope 
Francis himself reminds us of the 
importance of this theme and invites us 
to focus “only on forms of mutual help 
between individuals or small groups” (FT 
126).
2.The next step, which is already 
reflected in several areas, is to enhance 
working together, sharing good practi-
ces, organizing initiatives: NET-WOR-
KING. Work organized together with 
others, within the Marist world, and also 
with external partners from civil society 
and other ecclesial entities. This is what 

the Rule of Life (RL 79) reminds us of when it says: “Encourage 
teamwork and cooperation”.
3.In this way, links are created that lead us to discover, know and 
empathize with those who live in a Marist key: “NET-LIVING”. A 
Marist key that brings us closer to the communion of life, also 
with the planet and with those who inhabit it. The Pope, in the 
encyclical Laudato Si (LS 209), challenges us to create “commu-
nity networks” that lead us to an ecological and communitarian 
conversion.
4.These are the steps that we must take, together, to reach one 
of the ideals that we have set for ourselves, “BEING a Global 
Family”: NET-BEING.  As Marists, in solidarity, we aspire to be a 
living portrait of the Good Samaritan for our neighbours in need.

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Director of the Solidarity Secretariat
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