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■  This week, the Assembly of the South America Region is 
taking place in Bolivia. Participating on behalf of the General 
Administration are the brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar Ge-
neral, Óscar Martín, link councillor for the Region, José Sánchez, 
director of the Secretariat for Education and Evangelization, and 
Gregorio Lyanacero, Project Manager of the Strategic Plan of the 
General Administration.
■  Last Sunday, brothers Ben Consigli and João Carlos do Prado, 
link councillors for Europe, began their visit to the Province of 
Compostela, which will last until April 7.

■  During the week, brothers Ángel Medina and Lindley Sionosa, 
directors of the Brothers Today Secretariat, continue their visit to 
the Nairobi Formation House, MIC.
■  From Sunday to Friday, brothers Ken McDonald, General 
Councillor, and Ángel Diego, director of the Solidarity 
Secretariat, participate in a seminar on child protection in 
Ghana.
■  Next Saturday, brothers Óscar and Ken, link councillors for 
Africa Region, they will start their visit to West Africa Province, 
which will end on April 22.

AND THE EARTH SHOOK. 
Buildings collapsed, others 
swayed, especially the 

upper floors; furniture danced 
around; knick-knacks and 
pictures fell to the floor; windows 
shattered; walls cracked; stones 
or chunks of cement or plaster 
fell from walls or ceilings, injuring 
the residents; bottles of oil, syrup, 
and detergent flying out of the 
kitchen cupboards and spilling 
onto the floor; and above all the 
deafening noise, a terrifying noi-
se, the noise of doors slamming 
shut, of windows opening; and it 
went on and on, 45 seconds but 
it seemed like an eternity.
The sleeping people of Aleppo 
woke up with a start: the children were screaming, the adults were 
terrified, not knowing what was happening until they realised it 
was an earthquake (Zelzal in Arabic). It was total panic. People ran, 
down the stairs, pushing and shoving; some fell and broke limbs; 

and everyone, two million people, were out on the street in their py-
jamas and some barefoot, in the rain and cold. Buildings collapsed, 
upper floors fell down, stones rained down from above injuring or 
killing people seeking refuge in the streets.

BLUE MARISTS

LETTER FROM ALEPPO NO 46
ZELZAL, ANOTHER MISFORTUNE IN THE SYRIAN TRAGEDY
Forty-five seconds were enough to force the entire population of Aleppo onto the streets.
It was 4.17 a.m. on Monday 6 February 2023; it was night; it was raining; it was cold, 2 degrees Celsius.

general administration

https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-no-46-zelzal-another-misfortune-in-the-syrian-tragedy/
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It was chaos
Those with cars attempted to flee their neighbourhoods to park in 
empty lots with no buildings around them; traffic jams slowed down 
their escape. Others tried to find safety in public parks, churches 
or mosques. Since then, the main avenues and the ring road have 
been filled with cars parked on the footpaths, with families spen-
ding the night in their cars. Thousands of families have set up tents 
on every empty lot and have been living there since the earthquake. 
Aleppo’s main sports stadiums are packed with thousands of 
families. Almost the entire population of Aleppo has been “on the 
streets” for days.
We later learned that the earthquake had a magnitude of 7.8 on the 
Richter scale, with its epicentre in a town in southern Türkiye, about 
100 km north of Aleppo.

Blue Marists
Less than half an hour after the earthquake, we, the Blue Marists, 
opened the doors of our residence to welcome those who wanted 
to take refuge in our house; we had launched appeals on various 
social networks and responded to dozens of phone calls to say 
“you are welcome in our house”.  Within a few hours, more than 
a thousand people arrived, of all denominations, frozen by the 
cold, drenched by the rain, shivering with fear, screaming, crying. 
Quickly, those of our volunteers who had come distributed hot 
drinks and the few blankets and mattresses we had. We had to 
console, soothe, calm, reassure and listen, and keep people warm 
in all the rooms of the residence, even in the kitchen. Fortunately, 
the two courtyards of the school were covered; those who had no 
room inside sheltered there on chairs while waiting for dawn. In the 
morning, we had to feed everyone, cook for a thousand people, give 
milk to the children, provide blankets and mattresses for everyone, 
and make room for everyone for the next night.
No sooner had the population calmed 
down than a second 7.7 magnitude 
earthquake struck at 13:24. Aleppo 
had not experienced such an earth-
quake since 1822.
In the following weeks, small tremors 
occurred every day, spreading fear 
among the population, until a third 
tremor of magnitude 6.3 occurred on 
Monday 20 February at 20:04.
In Aleppo alone the death toll stands 
at 458, the injured at over 1,000; 
60 buildings collapsed or were 
completely destroyed; there are 
hundreds of irreparable buildings to 
be demolished; thousands of severely 
damaged buildings uninhabitable in 
their current state; and hundreds of 

thousands of people no longer living in their homes. Even if the buil-
dings are intact from the outside, many are not habitable because 
the foundations or staircases or load-bearing walls are damaged.
Besides Aleppo, other Syrian cities were affected, in particular Lata-
kia, Hama and Jablé; in this latter city, sixteen buildings of a single 
complex collapsed and 15 doctors and 16 pharmacists were killed.
For more than 20 days, our residence welcomed hundreds of peo-
ple whose numbers fluctuated according to departures and arrivals. 
Our daily tasks were to welcome, receive, feed, dress (people had 
only the clothes they were wearing), process, offer the possibility of 
a hot bath with new clothes and underwear, comfort, look after the 
children, and organise the sleeping areas.
Many families stayed with us because they were afraid to go home 
expecting a fourth earthquake; others had their houses badly 
damaged or their buildings completely destroyed. So we set up a 
committee of blue Marist engineers to go and inspect the flats of 
the displaced people. If the condition of the flat is deemed satisfac-
tory, we reassure the people encouraging them to return home. If 
their accommodation is uninhabitable, we rent them a flat for a year 
while the necessary repairs and renovations are carried out. Other 
associations and churches have done the same.
For four weeks, we suspended our usual projects to alleviate the 
suffering and help the displaced. But for the past week we have 
been slowly resuming our activities despite the physical and emo-
tional exhaustion of our volunteers and beneficiaries.
Apart from the high human and material cost, the psychological 
trauma among all age groups is very high. Now, 35 days after the 
earthquake, adults and children are still in shock, anxious, despera-
te, having nightmares and thinking that the worst is yet to come.

Solidarity
The Red Crescent and a large number of charities and associations 
have mobilised, as we have, to help the hundreds of thousands of 

https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-no-46-zelzal-another-misfortune-in-the-syrian-tragedy/


marist news 772

23  I MARCH I 2023 3

displaced people in reception 
centres – a mobilisation the likes 
of which we have never seen 
before.
The solidarity and generosity of 
other Syrian cities towards us 
and our neighbours in Lebanon 
and Iraq has been exemplary.
Syrians in the diaspora, as 
well, have, from day one, been 
collecting money and materials 
and undertaking initiatives to 
send us funds.
Our Western friends did the 
same with great generosity. Not 
to mention the very important 
role of many international chari-
ties and solidarity associations, 
especially Christian ones, which 
have done their utmost to meet our essential needs.
Friendly countries have sent aid and medical or debris removal 
teams. Around 100 planes landed at Aleppo airport from Morocco, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Jordan, Egypt, Venezuela and even Bangladesh, 
to name but a few. On top of everything else, Aleppo airport, where 
the planes bringing aid landed, was recently bombed by our neigh-
bours to the south, making it unusable!
While hundreds of Western planes flew relief supplies to Turkey, 
only one European plane landed in Syria. How shameful! Were the 
rulers of the countries of human rights and “democracy” convin-
ced that the stricken people of Syria suffered less than those of 
Turkey because they are living in a country under sanctions? Could 
they not put aside their sanctions to provide humanitarian aid to a 
population suffering from a natural disaster? This is outrageous to 
say the least. These countries have been claiming for years that 
humanitarian aid and medical supplies are 
exempt from sanctions. Firstly, this is not 
actually true. Secondly, if it were true, why 
did they ease sanctions for 180 days on 
humanitarian aid if it was already exempt?
Fortunately, the people in these countries 
have reacted differently from their govern-
ments and have shown exemplary solidarity 
and generosity.
These sanctions, imposed unilaterally for 
more than 10 years by Western countries on 
the Syrian people and Syria, are ineffective 
and unjust; they have impoverished the 
population, which is suffering a very serious 
economic crisis due to the lack of foreign investment prohibited by 
the sanctions.
They make us suffer by embargoing many products, resulting in 

shortages of fuel, petrol, bread and electricity.
They kill: most of the buildings that collapsed in the earthquake 
were already badly damaged by the war, but were inhabited by 
people who had no other choice; these buildings (and there are 
tens of thousands of them) could not be rebuilt because sanctions 
prohibit reconstruction; not to mention the dozens of people buried 
alive under the rubble and who died because they were not rescued 
in time, due to the lack of heavy machinery to remove the rubble.

Syrian population is on the edge
12 years ago today, on 15 March 2011, the events in Syria began: 
the Syrian population has suffered enough since then and is on the 
edge: years of war, sanctions and shortages, economic crisis, Co-
vid-19, cholera and now the earthquake. So many misfortunes for a 
country that was once beautiful, prosperous, safe and sovereign.

Forty-five seconds were enough to force the 
entire population of Aleppo onto the streets; 
a population already on its knees after 12 
years of tragedy and misfortune. But the 
Syrian people are a proud and dignified peo-
ple, even in adversity. They ask for nothing 
more than to be able to lead a normal life 
once again in peace.

Please help us to get the sanctions lifted.
Thank you for your friendship and solidarity.

Aleppo, 15 March 2023
Dr Nabil Antaki – For the Blue Marists

Maristas azules – FaceBook

https://champagnat.org/en/letter-from-aleppo-no-46-zelzal-another-misfortune-in-the-syrian-tragedy/
https://fmsi.ngo/es/terremoto-en-siria/
https://www.facebook.com/MaristesAlep
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COMPOSTELA

VISIT OF THE GENERAL COUNCILLORS LINKS WITH EUROPE TO THE PROVINCE

General Councilors João Carlos do 
Prado and Ben Consigli have just 
begun a visit to the Marist Province 

of Compostela that will extend over the next 
three weeks, till 7 April. During this time, 
they will visit various educational and social 
works, meet the brothers’ communities and 
get to know the work of the provincial teams 
up close.
The Brother Provincial, Br. Máximo Blanco, 
is accompanying the Councillors on this 
pastoral visit to the Province, which Br. João 
Carlos is framing within the motto of the 
vocation year “to generate life” with an invi-
tation to continue to dream big, as Marcellin 
Champagnat did, in the spirit of the “global family”.
The visit began on 20 March, in Valladolid, where the Coun-
cilors visited the two schools in the city, La Immaculada and 
Centro Cultural Vallisoletano, and met with the Provincial 
Administrator, Brother Eduardo Montenegro, and the Mission 

Council.
In this context, Brother Ben recalled that Champagnat’s dream 
began with “a small group of brothers” and now, even with the 
current difficulties, “we cannot stop dreaming”.
Photos

COLOMBIA: MEETING OF LAITY LINKED TO THE 
MARIST CHARISM

UNITED STATES: MARIST COMMUNITY OF 
WELCOME AT FLUSHING

PAPUA NEW GUINEA: ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL 
MABIRI STAFF MEMBERS

KENYA: DAILY MASS AT THE MIC, NAIROBIBOLIVIA: 6TH ASSEMBLY OF THE AMERICA SUR 
REGION – FIRST DAY

marist world

SPAIN: SOCIAL MINISTRY TEAM IN THE MARIST 
LEADERS FOR MISSION PLAN

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=fms.champagnat&set=a.6176135229099282
https://champagnat.org/en/visit-of-the-general-councillors-links-with-europe-to-the-province-of-compostela/


marist news 772

23  I MARCH I 2023 5

MARCH 21: INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

On March 21, 1960, the 
South African police officers 
in Sharpeville opened fire 

on anti–apartheid protesters and 
killed 69. The United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly condemned 
this tragic incident and in 1966 
declared March 21, the Interna-
tional Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination to awaken 
the international community to 
the horrors of apartheid and racial 
discrimination. This day aims at 
drawing attention to biases based 
on ethnic origins.

The end of apartheid in Sou-
th Africa in 1994 has not done away completely with racial 
discrimination. Xenophobia, ethnic hatred and hate speech 
persist almost everywhere in the world despite the acceleration 
of globalization since the 1980s. Given this situation, the UN 
condemned any racist doctrine and theory and consequently 
organized a World conference in Durban, South Africa in 2001 
whose outcome was the “Durban Declaration and Programme 
of Action (DDPA)”: a comprehensive document expressing the 
world’s commitment to tackle racism in all its forms.

Many countries, civil society and religious groups supported 
this World Conference against Racism to continue the fight 
against racism. Regarding this, the Pontifical Council for Justice 
and Peace decided to republish its document, “The Church and 
Racism: Towards a More Fraternal Society”. This document 
appeals for a conversion of heart and pardon as the only path 
to reconciliation. It recognizes the fundamental role of educa-
tion, the media, the family and religion in human rights educa-
tion. Policy makers also have an important role in improving the 
situation of vulnerable minority groups that continue to expe-
rience discrimination. Moreover, referring to experimentation 
with the unborn child as “a new form of racism”, the document 
also cautions the scientific community that their adventure in 
this direction could lead to the creation of a “sub-category of 
human beings”.

Racial discrimination destroys the social fabric of society 
and people’s sense of agency making social interaction and 
cohesion impossible. Concerning this, Pope John Paul II in his 

homily in South Africa in 1995 focused on solidarity to fight 
racial prejudice and ethnic animosity”. He exhorted all including 
nations, civil society and religious groups to foster solidarity 
because all people are created in the image and likeness of 
God and have the same origin and destiny.

St. Marcellin’s principle: educating the students by 
loving them all equally
As Marists of Champagnat, we fight discrimination in our 
schools by promoting Marcellin’s principle of educating our 
pupils by loving them all equally. We do this by ensuring that all 
pupils and students have the right to a safe and equal lear-
ning and growth environment. We make sure that our schools 
promote equality by accommodating students with disabilities. 
Furthermore, the International Marist Mission Commission in its 
various messages to all Marist educators urges them to ensure 
that Marist schools are devoid of abusive practices that can 
breed discrimination such as bullying, ethnic slights, name-ca-
lling, ethnic stereotyping, and propagation of degrading mate-
rials. The parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37) and 
Saint Paul’s teaching about being “Children of God” (Galatians 
3:26-28) continue to remind us that in Christ all human beings 
are brothers and sisters and deserve to be treated with love 
and kindness. Pope Francis reiterates this in his encyclicals 
Laudato Si’ and Fratelli Tutti and encourages everybody to look 
beyond ethnic origin, gender, culture and religion to share our 
human fraternity and celebrate our Divine filiation.

Brother Francis Lukong – Secretariat of Solidarity

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-racism-day
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-institute/general-administration/secretariat-of-solidarity/
https://champagnat.org/en/march-21-international-day-for-the-elimination-of-racial-discrimination/
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AMÉRICA SUR 

FIRST MEETING OF THE AMERICA SUR REGION’S LAITY NETWORK

Representatives from the 5 Marist Provinces of the America 
Sur Region participated in the first regional meeting of the 
Region’s Laity Network held at the Marist house in San José, 

Uruguay from March 8 to 11. At the meeting were present 15 
people from 7 countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay, 
Peru, and Uruguay.
The objective was to project the path of the Marist Laity in the 
region, based on the reports on the reality of the laity of each pro-
vince (Cruz del Sur, Santa María de los Andes, Brasil Central-Sul, 
Brasil Central-Norte and Brasil Sul-Amazonia).
During the meeting, they reflected on the themes of the Internatio-
nal Forum on the Lay Marist Vocation and defined strategies and 
lines of work that allow generating synergy for the coming years, 
mainly in the action plan for the next biennium.
The group studied the processes of animation of the Marist lay 
vocation inherent to the itineraries of formation, accompaniment, 
human resources, and experiences. These actions and projects 
aim to increase the vitality of the Marist charism in the region, in 
addition to promoting integration between the Administrative Units.
The objectives of the America Sur Region’s Laity Network defined 
during the event are:
• Strengthen the processes of lay animation in each Province.
• Generate synergy for the formation and accompaniment of lay 

processes.

• Strengthen the sense of belonging to a global Marist family.
The coordinator of the Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family 
of the Brasil Centro-Sul Province, Josmari Pauzer, highlighted the 
rapprochement of the groups of the America Sur Region after the 
pandemic, and the importance of sharing experiences: “Our discus-
sions and reflections highlight what is common to all when we look 
at our challenges, needs and strengths. This has been a moment 
to listen, share and make fruitful exchanges with the intention of 
generating lines of work that can benefit the Marist Laity of the 
Region,” she emphasized.

The Vatican requests Religious Congregations to inform 
it annually of the statistical data. According to the 
census carried out by the Statistics Office of the Ge-

neral House, the number of Marist Brothers up to December 
31, 2022, was 2,507. Of the 2,507 brothers, 2,239 are 
perpetually professed and 268 are temporarily professed.

In the Marist Provinces and Districts, the number of bro-
thers is as follows:

Southern Austral (100), East Central Africa (92), West 
Africa (83), América Central (79), Brasil Centro-Norte (91), 
Brasil Centro-Sul (75), Brasil Sul-Amazônia (100), Canada 
(68), Compostela (154), Cruz Del Sur (67), East Asia (81), 
West Central Europe (75), Ibérica (120), Hermitage (210), 
Madagascar (54), Asia (22), Mediterránea (148), México Central 
(71), México Occidental (105), Nigeria (122), Norandina (97), Santa 

María de los Andes (63), South Asia (51), Star of the Sea (257), 
United States of America (104).

GENERAL HOUSE 

ANO CENSUS 2022: 2.507 MARIST BROTHERS

https://champagnat.org/en/international-forum-on-the-lay-marist-vocation/
https://champagnat.org/en/international-forum-on-the-lay-marist-vocation/
https://marista.org.br/
https://champagnat.org/en/first-meeting-of-the-america-sur-regions-laity-network/
https://champagnat.org/en/ano-census-2022-2-507-marist-brothers/
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Next Saturday, March 25, 14 first 
professions will be celebrated in the 
novitiates of Sri Lanka (4) and the 
Philippines (10). It will be the last 
activity in the interregional novitiate of 
Tamontaka (Philippines), where in April 
2021 14 novices began their formation 
(9 from East Timor, 3 from Vietnam 
and 2 from India). Starting next April, 
all the candidates for Marist Religious 
Life from the Administrative Units of 
Asia and Oceania will carry out their 
novitiate in Sri Lanka. Both celebra-
tions can be seen in these links:
Tamontaka: 10:00 AM (Philippine 
time). 
Tudella:  10:30 AM (Sri Lankan time)

CoChabamba novitiate
On Sunday March 19, three young 
men from Brazil began their novi-
tiate in Bolivia: João and Gustavo 
(Brasil Centro-Norte) and Axil (Brasil 
Sul-Amazônia). Watch the celebration 
on YouTube

mexiCo Central
Last weekend, in Los Azufres, Mi-
choacán, the “Ciudad Nueva Marista 
Provincial Camp” took place. It is an 
activity aimed at young people, with 
the aim of promoting an encounter 
experience where everyone feels 
called to love themselves, recognizing 
themselves as children of God and 
launching themselves to be genera-
tors of life through Marist solidarity.

mediterránea
In order to collaborate with the process 
of increasing the vocational culture in 
the Institute, the province created a 
section on its website dedicated to the 
Year of Marist Vocations, which brings 
together different resources on being 
a Marist, from postcasts to videos with 
the Superior General. The Province 
website is in Spanish, French and 
Italian.

GENERAL HOUSE 

MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE REVISION
OF THE FORMATION GUIDE

The International Commission for the 
Revision of the Formation Guide 
held its third ongoing presential 

meeting from the 23rd February to 2nd 
March 2023 at the General House, in 
Rome. The main points in the agenda 
were the completion of the elaboration of 
Core two of the document “Formation of 
the Marist Brother. Dynamic itinerary” and 
the elaboration of Core three “The princi-
ples of the Marist Brothers’ formation”.

The whole process was indeed a time of 
listening, openness, fraternal dialogue 
and discernment. The task that remains 
under way is that of the development and 
elaboration of the main dimensions/pillars 
that will be included in this document: 
human, spiritual, marist and missionary 
dimensions. This will be done by specific 
designated members grouped in pairs. 

The next face to face meeting will take 
place in August 2023 in Spain.

The International Commission
It is noteworthy to remember that this 
commission was appointed in the year 
2020 by Brother Ernesto Sánchez, 
Superior General, with the mandate 
to review the current Formation Guide 
and come up with something adapted 
to the current reality. It is comprised 
of the following members: Brothers 
Óscar Martín and João Carlos do Prado 
(General Councillor); Ángel Medina 
and Lindley Sionosa (Secretariat of 
Brothers Today); Grahan Neist (Star of 
the Sea Province), Paco García (MDA), 
Ataíde José de Lima (Brasil Cen-
tro-Norte), César Rojas (Norandina), 
Fabien Bulaimu M’Poyo (PACE) and 
Pere Ferré (Hermitage).

https://www.facebook.com/events/786382802996645
https://www.facebook.com/events/786382802996645%2010:00
 https://fb.me/e/2SsCxA8H3?mibextid=N4tvPT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QFgeNK68Vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8QFgeNK68Vg
https://www.maristasmediterranea.com/year-of-marist-vocations/
https://www.maristasmediterranea.com/year-of-marist-vocations/
https://champagnat.org/en/meeting-of-the-international-commission-for-the-revision-of-the-formation-guide-3/
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GENERAL HOUSE 

BROTHER NIÑO PIZARRO APPOINTED ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
OF THE SECRETARIAT OF EDUCATION AND EVANGELIZATION

The Superior General and his Council 
have appointed Brother Niño Pizarro, 
from the Province of East Asia, as the 

new Assistant Director of the Secretariat of 
Education and Evangelization for a period 
of three years. He will assume this role 
beginning July 15, 2023, replacing Brother 
Mark Omede, from the Province of Nigeria.

The Secretariat for Education and Evange-
lization, together with the General Council, 
works on various initiatives in the field of 
Marist mission at the global level.  These 
include the networks of schools, universi-
ties, publishing houses and Marist youth 
ministry. The Secretariat is also coordi-
nating the updating of the text on Marist Education, the “Stand 
Up, Speak Up & Act” project to encourage the participation and 
empowerment of children and young people, activities related to 
the Global Education Pact, preparing the Third International Marist 
Mission Assembly.

Since January 2023, the director of the Secretariat is Br José 
Sánchez. The Secretariat counts with the support of Javier Llamas 
(Schools Network Project Manager), Diugar Madera (Assistant), 
Angela Mediero (communication and marketing) and Luis Perez 
(IT volunteer).

Br. Niño Pizarro
Br. Niño is currently the Principal of Notre 
Dame of Dadiangas University (NDDU), 
Integrated Basic Education Department 
(IBED), Lagao campus, an accreditor of 
the Philippine Accrediting Association 
of Schools, Colleges and Universities 
(PAASCU) and a member of PAASCU 
High School (JHS and SHS) Commission.

He developed his passion for education of 
the young from his previous professional 
assignments as teacher in Notre Dame of 
Kidapawan College and Marist College, 
Inc., coordinator of the Alternative Educa-
tion in Notre Dame of Dadiangas College – 
IBED Lagao Campus, in charge of candi-
dates in the Pre-Novitiate Program of the 
Marist Brothers of the Schools in General 
Santos City, Principal of Notre Dame of Da-
diangas University – IBED Espina Campus 
and President of Marist College, Inc.

The Marist Patrimony Formation Program 
in Rome widened his understanding 
about Marist education from the pers-
pective of the Founder of the Marist 
Brothers, St. Marcellin Champagnat.

In his journey, Br. Niño draws inspiration 
and strength from his family, from Marist 
community and his life experiences 
that constantly encourage him to attain 
greater heights in life.

He has just celebrated his twenty-five 
years as a Marist Brother. At present, 
he is a candidate for  graduation in the 
program, Doctor of Philosophy in Educa-
tion major in Educational Leadership and 
Management at De La Salle  University 
(DLSU). His dissertation is entitled, “Em-
bodying the Marist Values in Education: 
A Grounded Theory Approach”.

He finished Master of Arts in Educatio-
nal Administration at Ateneo de Davao 
University, and Bachelor of Science in 
Secondary Education, major in Religious 
Education at Notre Dame of Marbel 
University.

Br. Niño loves sports, music and arts. He 
is passionate in playing lawn tennis, bad-
minton, and basketball. He also enjoys 
cycling, running and swimming. He has 
a book, “That We May Remember Saint 
Marcellin Champagnat and Principles 
of Marist Education”, that offers eight 
principles for Marist Pedagogy for Marist 
teachers and applicable means for 
implementation.

He is from Midsayap, North Cotabato, 
Philippines and a youngest in a family of 
eight.

https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/marist-youth-ministry/standup-speakup-act/
https://champagnat.org/en/marist-mission/marist-youth-ministry/standup-speakup-act/
https://champagnat.org/en/brother-nino-pizarro-appointed-assistant-director-of-the-secretariat-of-education-and-evangelization/
https://www.nddu.edu.ph/
https://www.nddu.edu.ph/
https://www.dlsu.edu.ph/
http://www.ndmu.edu.ph/
http://www.ndmu.edu.ph/
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EAST TIMOR 

17TH TEACHER GRADUATION CEREMONY IN BAUCAU

The Instituto Católico Para a Formação de Professores (ICFP), 
in Baucau, Timor-Leste, held on 11th March its 17th Gra-
duation ceremony, in the presence of Rev. Padre Alipio Pinto 

Gusmão, Administrator of the Diocese of Baucau and Governor of 
the Institute; Br. Greg McDonald, representing the Marist Provincial 
(Br. Peter Carroll); Br. Peter Corr, President of the Marist Founda-
tion and ICFP; Luis Alacio Guterres, Director National Curriculum, 
representing the Minister of Higher Education (Longuinhos dos San-
tos); Maria Imaculada Conceição, President ICFP Alumni; and Nilton 
Pavia, Executive Director of the National Accreditation Agency.
Sixty-six students were awarded the Bachelor of Teaching (3 years) 
and fifty-nine students received the Bachelor of Education (Licentia-
te – 4 years).
The day began with a Mass in the Baucau Cathedral, led by Father 
Alipio, while the liturgy singing was directed by Br. Benjamin Corba-
fo, second-year student.
The Graduation ceremony was held at the Baucau Convention 
Centre (Merkadu). Br. Paul Gilchrist, ICFP Director, welcomed all 
the guests, the graduates, and their families. And Father Alipio, 
presented the students with their degrees. Two staff members, Ma-
nuel Belo da Silva and Salvador Magno Ximenes, who have recently 
graduated with master’s degrees in educational leadership from the 
Australian Catholic University, were also acknowledged.
There were three formal speeches: Luis Alacio Guterres read a 

message from the Minister of Education and then spoke of his 
admiration for the work done throughout Timor-Leste by the 
graduates of ICFP. Maria Imaculada Conceição, who was a member 
of the 2006 graduation class, stressed the importance of personal 
qualities and skills that these graduates will bring to school commu-
nities. And the final speaker, Alarico Matus, one of the graduates, 
spoke on behalf of the students and thanked the ICFP staff. The 
major award winners for the degrees were then introduced and 10 
first-year students received scholarships provided by the eMerge 
Foundation from Sydney.
Graduating members of the Marist Youth Ministry (MYM), the 
ICFP Social Justice group, were then presented with certificates of 
appreciation from Br. Paul, and members of the outgoing student 
senate were given similar certificates by Mariano dos Santos.
The ceremony closed with a prayer and a final song, delightfully 
sung by Elisa Florentina Freitas, a Licentiate graduate, and member 
of the ICFP staff.
The crowd of over six hundred people then sat down to a lunch 
together.
“The preparation of Graduation ceremonies takes months of 
planning and lots of hard work from various groups within the 
Institute. It was a real pleasure for them that everything went so 
well. Congratulations to everyone involved”, said Br. Paul Gilchrist, 
Director ICFP.

https://www.acu.edu.au/
https://www.acu.edu.au/
https://www.emergefoundation.org.au/
https://www.emergefoundation.org.au/
https://maristyouthministry.com/about-mym
https://champagnat.org/en/17th-teacher-graduation-ceremony-in-baucau/
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At the United Nations Conference held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, 
the need to remember the importance of water for the life of our 
planet, of the plants and animals that inhabit it, of all men and 
women, and of the environment was raised. Since then, many 
initiatives have been developed at the local, national and internatio-
nal levels to care for water. We need only recall, for example, the 
decade proposed by the UN under the title “Water for Sustaina-
ble Development, 2018-2028”.
One of the temptations for those of us who have running water 
in our homes is to stop valuing this essential element for life. Some-
times, we may think that it is a right, that it is “normal” to have as 
much water as we want. But we know this is not the case. At least 
we are aware that it is a privilege and an opportunity to have access 
to clean, quality water. Our head, in theory, is clear about it. What 
about our facts Our actions also clearly demonstrate that we are 
aware of the need not to waste this resource?
The Gospel story of the Samaritan woman reminds us of the 
importance of water for life. It is clear to the Samaritan woman that 
water is essential for life. But Jesus leads her to think further, from 
another perspective. Jesus offers her an even broader perspec-
tive, inviting her to take a step further in the discovery of what is 
essential to the life of every human being. ¿ Does the human being 
need water to liveSí. Does the human being need God to live fully? 
Totally. Marcellin was clear about this union between the “earthly” 
and the “spiritual”, between the things of this world and the things 
of God.
In recent years, many international organizations, civil society 
organizations, the Catholic Church, and the Marist Institute have 
been working to improve the quality of life of the people of the 
Marist world, an urgent appeal is being made to us to take care of 
our common home.
An essential factor in this regard is access to quality water. The 

material aspects of our world directly affect the men and women 
who inhabit the Earth. And what human beings do affects the planet 
as well.
The last General Chapter, in reference to Laudato Si, reminded us 
of the “urgency of changing the way we live based on an integral 
ecology”.
To respond to this call, as Marists of Champagnat, we are making 
an important effort to create an integrated ecological awareness 
in all our spaces, both in our life and mission. Many Administrative 
Units already have an action and reflection plan on Integral Ecology, 
which relates our common home to those who have the least. Other 
provinces are beginning to take steps to implement policies and 
actions along the same lines.
May we continue to thirst for God, because “in Jesus Christ we 
quench our thirst for God” (Jn 7,37). May we continue to thirst for 
justice and love, because we have to be “bridge builders””. May we 
continue to thirst for universal fraternity, because we are “children 
of the same God”. May we continue to thirst to help those most in 
need, because we are called to reduce “the scandal of indifferen-
ce and inequalities”. May we continue to thirst for the care of our 
common home, because we want to “abandon the culture of egos 
and promote echoes”.

Br. Ángel Diego García Otaola
Director of the Secretariaty of Solidarity

MARCH 22

WORLD WATER DAY

"Lord, give me some of this water,
so that I may never thirst again”

(Jn 4,15)
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