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Month of Mary

By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a certain devotion. The month of October
is dedicated to the holy Rosary as the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary falls on October 7th. The best way to
celebrate the month is, of course, to pray the Rosary.

The Rosary draws its mysteries from the New Testament and is centered on the great events of the Incarnation
and Redemption with each decade referring to an event in the life of Jesus and Mary. The Mysteries of the
Rosary give us “thumbnails” of the life of Christ and his Mother.

e  The Joyful Mysteries are taken mostly from Saint Luke’s Gospel in the New Testament. They involve the
joyful events of Jesus’ childhood.

e  The Luminous Mysteries bring a deeper understanding to the public life of Jesus. They fill in the blanks
between the childhood of Jesus and His suffering and death on the cross.

e  The Sorrowful Mysteries remind us of how much Jesus loves us. They recall how He suffered and died just
for us.

The Glorious Mysteries tell us what happened after Jesus died-His Resurrection, the descent of the Holy Spirit

and the love Jesus had for his Mother.
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Foreword by the Provincial Superior Bro. Emmanuel Mwanalirenji

The production of this newsletter coin-
cides with the month of the Rosary, when
we celebrate and commemorate our lady
of victory or victories. Through our good
Mother Mary's intercession we have had
victories in our mission as a Province, the
opening on the 9™ of September of the
new school in Ndalatando, Angola, and the
launching on the 14™ of September of
the Alexandra St David's Inanda campus,
South Africa, which the newsletter has
highlighted though there are many victo-
ries that have not been documented.

It is a month when we take note that

whatever we do, must not be an end in it-
self, but at the service of the church's evangelising mission. Like Mary
at Cana (John 2: 3), we feel challenged by the needs of the world
around us.

It is imperative to note that working for justice is an integral part of

spreading the gospel and must be central to the life of the individual

Christian and be pivotal in helping to produce a more successfully sur-
viving society.

Just like our Founder whose
dream we must never wake up
from, let us continue cherishing
what we have inherited from
Christ through Our Founder
Marcellin Champagnat and fight
against everything that put
people at the margins of society.

Praying the Rosary allows us to encounter Mary and fo enter the mys-
teries of Jesus Christ. From his Incarnation, to the Cross, to the Res-
urrection, we come to understand that God has revealed himself and
saved us. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of the Rosary, contin-
ue to inspire us to a life of discipleship.
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Sacrament of Confirmation at St. Joseph’s Marist (ollege
The Cardinal Elect Archbishop of the archdioceses of Cape Town, came to bestow the sacra-
ment of confirmation on the learners of St Joseph's Marist College. Br. Peter Zulu (FMS) and
the Cardinal.
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With over 230 young Marists from different corners of the Marist World, four members of the Southern African Province,
were present in the event, and they were Nyasha from South Africa, Janiva, Adilson e Bro Euclides from Angola, the bigger
African representation so far.

Then the “Into the Deep” kicked off and it was a success, firstly for providing the experience of being able to be in touch with
the four General Superiors of the Marist Family: Marist Fathers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters and the Marist
Brothers. And also for bringing together young people from different countries and cultures as well as languages in a single
space in order to discuss the influence of the Marist Family in the World and in the Church. This experience was very positive
for us, due to the sharing that not even a plurality of cultures and languages could stop, the possibility of seeing the four Mar-
ist branches living side by side as one. The group sharing catechesis as well as the themes that were the subject of reflection
during the meeting, made any barriers to be broken. Another important element was the possibility of realizing how good it
is to live connected, to live in the presence of God, because the moments were good experiences of connection (with God,
others and to our own hearts). The connection mentioned above must be one that brings us fundamentally closer to God and
that then allows us to travel into the depths of our being as creatures of God.

World Youth Day

It was a great pilgrimage, and this one, Southern Africa was represented by six members, adding three from Mozambique:
Bro Antdnio and two students: Denalda and Molungo, Nyasha had already left. We took part from the open mass with the
Patriarch of Lisbon, the reception of the Holy Father to the mass of send off. Everything was so intense that the tiredness only
became evident when the event was finished. The journey for us had it is main point, the meeting with the Holy Father. The
catechesis were very useful, where we discussed topics such as Global Ecology and the importance of taking into account the
preservation of the world so that we can live and fight for the same cause. The possibility of hearing and seeing the Holy Fa-
ther live gave us a feeling of great satisfaction. The sermons were special to hear and apply, as there was a lot of caution and
intelligence in what was said and in the way it was said. To paraphrase the Holy Father: the Church is open for everyone, God
loves us as we are and not as we would like us to be; this passage made us reflect on the question previously asked about the
way we look at the LGBT in the church, which in my opinion was answered with great intelligence and wisdom.

Therefore, we would like to thank the Marist Brothers from Southern African and from Compostela Province for giving us this
great opportunity. We are indeed grateful.

By the Southern African Delegates
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Relatério da Pré-jornada e da Jornada Mundial da Juventude
Portugal - Carcavelos/Lisboa

A Jornada Mundial Marista decorreu em Portugal, concretamente em Carcavelos tendo contado
com pouco mais de 230 jovens Maristas provenientes das mais diversas partes do Mundo e
pertencentes aos quatro ramos da Familia Marista, entre os quais uma boa representacdo da
Provincia da Africa Austral, Janiva, Adilson e Irm3o Euclides. A mesma foi subordinada ao Lema:
“Into the Deep” que traduzido para o portugués fica “Nas Profundezas”.

A Pré-jornada foi um sucesso, primeiramente por proporcionar a experiéncia de poder conviver
com os Superiores Gerais de cada um dos Ramos Maristas, por congregar jovens de diferentes
paises e com culturas bem como idiomas diferentes num Unico espaco a fim de abordar sobre a
influéncia da Familia Marista no Mundo.

O lema acima mencionado levou-nos a reflectir sobre a Influéncia da Vida e Obra de Jesus Cristo
nas nossas vidas, pois que a luz do mesmo a Unica forma de ouvir Deus é indo as Profundezas do
nosso ser, onde o siléncio é ensurdecedor e a Paz reina.

A experiéncia foi bastante positiva para noés, pelas partilhas que nem pluralidade de culturas e
idiomas conseguiram barrar, pela possibilidade de ver os quatro ramos Maristas convivendo
lado a lado como um sd, pelas catequeses de partilha em grupo bem como pelos temas que
foram objecto reflexdo durante o encontro, fazendo com que as barreiras fossem quebradas.
Outro elemento importante foi a possibilidade de poder perceber qudo bom é vivermos
conectados, termos a presenga de Deus, pois os momentos verdadeiramente vividos sdo

aqueles em que estamos conectados (a Deus, aos outros e ao nosso proprio coragdo).

A conexdo acima mencionada deve ser aquela que nos achega a Deus fundamentalmente e que
nos permita entdo viajar no mais profundo do nosso ser enquanto criaturas de Deus.

Jornada Mundial da Juventude Catélica

Esta foi tdo surpreendente quanto a anterior, porque foi para mim uma grande peregrinagdo, e
nela juntaram-se mais trés membros da Provincia, o Irmdo Antdnio e dois estudantes, a Denalda
e 0 Molungo; desde a missa de abertura presidida pelo Patriarca de Lisboa, a recepgdo do Santo
Padre até a missa de envio dos peregrinos. Foi tudo tdo intenso que o cansago se evidenciou
apenas quando se deu por terminada a mesma.

A Jornada para nés, teve como ponto alto o encontro com o Santo Padre. As catequeses foram
bastante proveitosas, onde tratamos de temas como Ecologia Global e a importancia de se ter
em conta a preservagdo do mundo para que assim possamos viver e lutar pela mesma causa.

A possiblidade de ouvir e ver o Santo Padre ao vivo, causou em nds um sentimento de grande
satisfagdo. Os sermdes foram em tudo especiais de se ouvir e aplicar, pois, havia muita cautela e
inteligéncia naquilo que se dizia e na forma como se dizia.

Parafraseando o Santo Padre: a Igreja é para todos, Deus ama-nos como somos e ndo como
gostariamos que fdssemos; esta passagem fez-nos reflectir na pergunta outrora feita a respeito
da aceitagdo da sociedade LGBT na igreja.

Por isso, gostariamo de agradecer aos Irmdos Maristas da Provincia da Africa Austral e de
Compostela, por nos terem dado esssa grande oportunidade.

Os Delegados da Africa Austral para a Jornada Mundial da Juventude.
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ST. MARCELLIN’S SECONDARY SCHOOL
CHAMPAGNAT DAY CELEBRATION 2023

Interviews

Interviewer (Bro. Henry): Hello Taonga and welcome to this special interview on Champagnat day.
Interviewee (Taonga Nyirenda): Thank you Bro. Henry.

Bro. Henry: Before we go into details, could you please share something about yourself, who are you?
Student: I am Taonga Nyirenda aged 12, a grade 8 pupil at St. Marcelin’s
Secondary School.

Bro. H: How did you know about St. Marcelin’s Secondary School?
Student: I learnt about this school through my Brother who is the former
pupil of this wonderful school. He always spoke good of this school.

Bro. H: How did you feel when you were selected as a grade eight at St.
Marcelin’s Secondary School?

Student: Mixed emotions because I really wanted to be part of this school,
that is why I was mainly excited.

Bro. H: When did you first hear about the name Champagnat?
Student: In 2020 when I was in grade 5 through my elder brother.

Bro. H: According to your own understanding, who is Champagnat?
Student: The founder of the Marist Brothers.

Bro. H: What was your first experience of Champagnat day celebration?
Student: It was very exciting due to variety of activities that happened on
that day.

Bro. H: What did you find most interesting about the celebration?
Student: The aerobics, they were exciting especially that I usually see
them on TV and sometimes on shopping malls when in town.

Bro. H: What did you find not to be interesting about Champagnat day?
Student: The variety show was cut short just when it was reaching the climax. I think next time we need more time for each
activity to enjoy more.

Bro. H: Is there anything you would like to share about Champagnat day?

Student: Champagnat day was very interesting especially the aerobics. I participated in netball and other ball games. I was
looking forward to this day as it is the only day in a year the school provides free lunch for every student and members of staff.
I enjoyed the freedom we had to move around, no academic activities and we had people selling ice cream. It was
nice.

Bro. H: Thank you Taonga for your time.
Student: You are welcome Bro. Henry.

By Bro. Henry Ngeli



Above left to right: Br. Peter, Blessing (New Junior Church Prefect), Br. Brito,
Panashe (Senior School Church Captain) and Br. Mugove soon after the swear-

ing in ceremony of school prefects. Below: Bro. Emmanuel (Provincial) making

a canonical visit to Cape Town Community.




MARIST MISSION IN LEBANON

May I take this opportunity to thank the Provincial and his Council, the brothers and the Marist Family at
large for believing in me and according me the memorable chance in the Marist mission. May God richly
bless you.

My name is Margaret Beauty Mpalula from Zambia, a teacher at St. Paul’s Secondary School which is a
Marist school. I am here in Lebanon working at Fratelli. Fratelli project involves two congregations of
brothers, Marist and Lasallian and is an integrated/holistically way to ensure that all Syrian and Iranian
boys and girls refugees living in Lebanon have equal opportunities for a better future through education
support and phsyco social support programs offered are:

0 Early childhood and basic literacy.
0 Youth empowerment and nutrition support.

The short experience of being on the mission, is being a Marist by living in the community, acting as a
Marist and developing the aptitudes and dispositions needed for the ministry.
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UN SDG SUMMIT SIDE EVENT-NEW YORK CITY

Bro. Francis Jumbe and Bro. Antonio Maveze and Bro. Leonard Brito had the
opportunity to attend an online UN SDG Summit side Event —New York on the
invitation of Angela Petenzi (FMSI).

This event was held on 18th September 2023 online and for those who could
manage it was held in person at Fordham University, Fordham Law School at
Lincoln Center, New York

The theme was: Empowering the African Girl Child Through Transformative
Education: Harnessing the Power of Catholic Education for Sustainable
Change.

We are grateful to Bakhita Partnership for Education who organized this event
and enlightening us and the world on the importance of gender transformative
education and gender training methodologies. It was an enlightening event that
sought to explore a couple of things that hinder the girl child education and
share the various initiatives that Bakhita Foundation is doing to empower the girl
child.

Once again, many thanks to Angela Petenzi and FMSI team for extending the
invitation to us to participate in this important conversation of the girl child at
global level.

By Bro. Leonard Brito
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02-10-1974 Tomas Kalumbula
06-10-1999 Steven Samson (nov.ad.2021)
09-10-1976 Floriano Silepo

09-10-1977 Chiza Phiri

16-10-1976 John Bwanali

16-10-1950 Domingos Lopes

21-10-1986 Mariot Tembo

23-10-1985 José Quintas

26-10-1978 Daniel Banda

10-11-1994
13-11-1932
17-11-1968
21-11-1977
24-11-1968
24-11-1994
26-11-1995

27-11-1948

NOVEMBER
Gerénimo Raimundo
Jodo Torcato
Boniface Chirambo
Fortune Chakasara
Antonio Viana
Jodo Gabriel

Evance Masangano

Vincent George

INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS

OCTOBER

For the Synod: We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening
and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be
guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the world. Amen.

NOVEMBER

For the Pope: We pray for the Holy Father; as he fulfills his mission,
may he continue to accompany the flock entrusted to him, with the
help of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

“The work of
education is a work of
love; it is a continuous
act of self-giving.” “To

educate children well,

we must love them,

Goto [@ page 23 for the full story of the program.
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BROTHER ALPHONSE TIAMARO APPOINTED PROVINCIAL OF MADAGASCAR

Br. Ernesto Sanchez, Superior General, and his Council, after studying the consultation of the brothers of the prov-
ince have appointed Br. Alphonse Tiamaro as the Provincial of Madagascar for a period of three years. Br. Alphonse
will begin his mandate during the celebration of the next Provincial Chapter which will take place from the 5th to the
7th of January 2024.

Br. Ernesto Sanchez, Superior General, thanked Br. Michel Maminiaina Razafimandimby for his commitment during
these six years of leadership in the province, and he also thanked him for his participation and support to the Africa
region and the Institute.In a letter sent to the province on 29 September, Br. Ernesto greeted and thanked the Provin-
cial Council and all those who collaborate in the different provincial animation teams, both brothers and lay people.

Brother Alphonse Tiamaro

Brother Alphonse was born on May 15, 1978, in Mananjary, Madagascar. He has one sister and five brothers, and he
is the second to last in the family. In 1995, after having obtained his baccalaureate (secondary school certificate) he
entered the postulate of the Marist Brothers in Fianarantsoa, for his 2-year initial formation. In October 1997 he be-
gan his novitiate, and on June 6, 1999, he made his first vows. After the novitiate, he did a four-year scholasticate in
Nairobi, known as MIC (Marist International Centre) in Kenya.

In 2003 he returned to Madagascar, and, after a 3-year experience of community life, he pronounced his final vows
on December 17, 2006. From 2006 to 2009 he completed a formation of formators course, and he pursued his higher
education studies in Nairobi. After his studies, the head of the province appointed him responsible for the postulancy
of Ampahidrano Fianarantsoa. Later, in 2012, he left Madagascar to go to Rwanda, and work in the novitiate as a
formator, a position he held for 4 years. Then, in September 2016, the brother responsible for the province asked him
to reinforce the formation team for young scholastics in Nairobi.

In Nairobi, he developed different activities as an animator and guide for young brothers, and a professor at the Mar-
ist University of Nairobi (MIUC), among other responsibilities.

Since 2019, he has been a member of the International Commission of Brothers Today, representing young people
and formators of the MIC.

At the same time, he serves in the CSAC (Conference of Superiors of the African Continent) as a member of the re-
gional commissions. This year, 2023, he has completed seven years as a formator in the MIC, and the brother re-
sponsible for the province of Madagascar has once again appointed him responsible for the postulate of

Ampahidrano.

Extract from: https://champagnat.org/en/brother-alphonse-tiamaro-appointed-provincial-of-madagascar/
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“The work of
education is a work of
love; it is a continuous
act of self-giving.” “To
educate children well,

we must love them,

“’All to Jesus

through

Mary, and all

to Mary for

J T

Marcellin Joseph Benoit Champagnat (1789-1840)
presbitero, della Societa di Maria,
Fondatore dell'Istituto dei Piccoli Fratelli di Maria (Fratelli Maristi
delle Scuole)
Piazza San Pietro, 18 aprile 1999

MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT was born on 20th May 1789, in Marlhes, a village in
the mountains of east-central France. The Revolution was about to burst upon the sce-
ne. He was the ninth child of a very Christian family, from whom he received his basic
education. His mother and his aunt, a religious driven from her convent, awoke in him a
solid faith and deep devotion to Mary. His father, who was a farmer and merchant, pos-
sessed an above-average education, and played a significant role in the politics of the
village and the region. He imparted to Marcellin his aptitude for manual work, a pen-
chant for direct action, a sense of responsibility, and openness to new ideas.

When Marcellin was 14, a priest passing through the village helped him to see that God
was calling him to the priesthood. Marcellin, whose formal schooling was practically
non-existent, began to study because "God wills it!", even while those around him,
aware of his limitations, tried to dissuade him. The difficult years he spent in the minor
seminary in Verrieres (1805-1813) were for him a time of real human and spiritual
growth.

Among his companions in the major seminary in Lyons were Jean-Marie Vianney, the
future Cure of Ars, and Jean-Claude Colin who was to become the founder of the Mar-
ist Fathers. He joined a group of seminarians whose goal was to found a congregation
bearing Mary's name and including priests, sisters and a lay third order the "Society of
Mary" for the re-Christianisation of society. Deeply aware of the cultural and spiritual
poverty of the children of the countryside, Marcellin felt a strong urge to include a
branch of brothers for the Christian education of young people. "I cannot see a child
without wanting to tell him how much Jesus loves him." The day after their ordination
on 22nd July 1816, these young priests went to consecrate themselves to Mary and to
place their project under her protection at the shrine of Our Lady of Fourviere.
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Marcellin was sent as curate to the parish of La Valla. His ministry there included visiting the sick, catechizing the children,
helping the poor, and helping families to live the Christian life. His simple, direct style of preaching, his deep devotion to
Mary, and his apostolic zeal, made a profound impression on his parishioners. His encounter with a dying 17-year-old boy who
had absolutely no religious instruction, shook him to his depths, and moved him not to delay any longer in putting his plans
into action.

On 2nd January 1817, only six months after his arrival in La Valla, Marcellin, a 27-year-old curate, brought together his first
two disciples; the congregation of the Little Brothers of Mary, or Marist Brothers, was born in poverty, humility, and total trust
in God under Mary's protection. While still carrying on his parish ministry, he went to live with his brothers, whom he trained
and prepared for their mission as Christian teachers, catechists, and educators of young people. Passionately devoted to the
Kingdom of God, conscious of the tremendous needs of young people, and an instinctive educator, Marcellin turned these un-
cultured young country lads into generous apostles. He lost no time in opening schools. Vocations arrived and the first little
house, even though enlarged by Marcellin himself, was soon too small. There were many difficulties. The clergy in general did
not understand what this inexperienced young priest with no material resources was trying to accomplish. However, the nearby
villages continually requested brothers to see to the Christian education of their children.

Marcellin and his brothers shared in the construction of their new house, which could hold more than 100 persons and which
would bear the name of "Our Lady of the Hermitage". Freed from his parish duties in 1825, he thenceforth devoted himself
totally to his congregation: the spiritual, pedagogical and apostolic formation and accompaniment of his brothers, visits to the
schools, and the opening of new ones.

Marcellin, a man of deep faith, never ceased to seek the will of God through prayer and dialogue with the religious authorities
and with his brothers. Very conscious of his own limitations, he counted only on God and on the protection of Mary, his "Good
Mother", "Ordinary Resource" and "First Superior". His deep humility, and his acute awareness of the presence of God, helped
him to live through many severe trials with great inner peace. He often prayed psalm 126: "If the Lord does not build the
house", convinced that this congregation of brothers was the work of God and Mary. His motto was, "All to Jesus through
Mary, and all to Mary for Jesus".

"To make Jesus Christ known and loved" is the brothers' mission. The school is the privileged setting for this mission of evan-
gelisation. Marcellin taught his disciples to love and respect children, and to give special attention to the poor, the most un-
grateful and the most neglected, especially orphans. Spending a great deal of time with young people, with simplicity, family
spirit and love of work, and all of this carried out as Mary would have, were the essential points of his vision of education.

In 1836, the Church recognized the Society of Mary and entrusted to it the missions of Oceania. Marcellin took his vows as a
member of the Society of Mary, and sent three brothers with the first missionary Marist Fathers to the islands of the Pacific.
"Every diocese of the world figures in our plans", he had written.

Steps for obtaining legal recognition of his congregation made great demands on his time, energy and spirit of faith. He never
stopped repeating, "When God is on your side, and you rely only on him, nothing is impossible!"

A lengthy illness gradually wore down his robust constitution. Worn out by his labors, he died at the age of 51 on 6th June

1840, leaving this message with his brothers: "May you be of one heart and one mind. May it be said of the Little Brothers of
Mary as of the first Christians: see how they love one another!"

https://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit doc 19990418 champagnat _en.html
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Bro. Angelo, the step that you have taken today is clear con-

firmation of your original commitment made some few years
ago, you have given it definitive character. This commitment
is not for yourself alone, but for the benefit of the Congrega-
tion and ultimately for the benefit of the Universal Church. (A
solemn profession is a holocaust, a total gift of oneself to
G6od, and the most perfect imitation of Christ).

On the day of the purifica-
tion in the Temple, Jesus
offered himself to his Fa-
ther without reserve; and
from the time of this offi-
cial oblation, so to speak,
every moment of his life he
did what 'pleased the Father' until on the Cross, he pro-
nounced his Consummatum Est... You have made a firm resolu-
tion to imitate this perfect oblation of Jesus by transforming
yourself into a holocaust of faith, hope and charity.’ It is in-
deed God's project that Angelo has committed himself to for
the rest of his life.”
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LAYING A SOLID FOUNDATION




The face-to-face phase of the second edition of the Formation Program on Servant and Pro-
phetic Leadership takes place in Philippines, from 23 October till 3 November. The course,
aimed at the English and French speaking public, is promoted by the General Administration of
the Institute, in collaboration with Notre Dame of Marbel University.

The course was launched on May 30™. The participants had a first phase online, till October 07,
2023. In Philippines, there are 30 participants, who came from 19 countries from America, Asia,
and Africa, representing 9 Administrative Units. From the General Administration are present
Brothers Luis Carlos Gutiérrez, Vicar General, Ben Consigli, General Councilor, and Goyo Lin-
acero, Project Manager of the Strategic Plan of the General Administration.

The course is intended for leaders of Marist Administrative Units who work in the strategic areas
of mission development. The objective of this formation program is to prepare Marist leaders,
from the perspective of the Servant and Prophetic Leadership, for a conscious mission
(education, evangelization, children’s rights, governance, and management with empowerment),
adapted to the current contemporary trends and emerging needs.

This program is an initiative of the General Administration in response to the call of the
22" General Chapter to develop servant and prophetic leadership accompanying Marist life and
mission.

Some expectations of the face-to-face phase are sharing of knowledge, life experiences, and
perspectives of Marist life and mission in your context.

The first edition, with 61 participants from 19 countries, was held in 2022, in collaboration with
the PUC of Porto Alegre, Brazil, for Portuguese and Spanish speaking Marists.

Extract and photos from:

https://champagnat.org/en/formation-program-on-servant-and-prophetic-leadership/


https://champagnat.org/en/second-edition-of-servant-and-prophetic-leadership-program/
https://champagnat.org/en/formation-programme-for-marist-leaders/
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Marist Brothers Nyanga High School Quiz team successfully defended Old Mutual Quiz Title in 2023. The
School won 5 kilovolts worth of solar panels, a battery of that capacity and inverter. This national quiz com-
petition was proudly sponsored by Old Mutual. | want to thank the Admin for believing in us and supporting
us through and through. Not forgetting good health from the Lord that we would be able to fight on despite a
lot of challenges along the way. Our Lord is able. The 4 learners were given a smartphone each one of them.
The teacher a laptop and the Quiz Club given a canon printer. The results were as follows:

1. Marist Nyanga 48 points

2. Zengeza 1 High 36 points
3. Goromonzi High 33 points
4. Pamushana High 30 points.

Last year the same team won a car Honda Fit for the school. We remain very grateful to the Almighty God for

his guidance and blessings.

By Mr. C. Nyamagwada

Quiz Patron




