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Champagnat 
wanted us to 
be Brothers
 Bro. Kikko Garcia fms

,



2024 Staff 
Dinner

Bro. Réal  Sauvageau fms

The idea recently arose of organizing a dinner to thank all those who contribute to the life and 
mission of the novitiate. The date of February22 was reserved, the invitations made, and the 
menu prepared by the novices, with a lot of care and love and with dishes typical of their country.

It all took place in a family atmosphere. Someone said: "Here, more important than the work we 
can do, we have the impression, when we come to work, that we are participating and 
collaborating in the family life of the novitiate. 

Another, asked what he thought of Marists, replied: "They are open-minded, welcoming people 
with a strong family spirit."  One of them intervened spontaneously at the end to express his 
gratitude in the name of all and also expressed his surprise for such an initiative. It was in fact the 
first time we had done this, and we had to ask ourselves: «Why we haven't thought of it before?»
                          



BMSI Workshop 
by Prathap Ranasinghe







Christmas at 
Marist 

International 
Novitiate  

by Quang Vinh

Christmas is an extraordinary time for each Christian. It is time that we celebrate the nativity of Jesus Christ, who 
brought salvation to humankind. As a Marist novice at Tudella Novitiate Community, Advent and Christmas were a 
time for our spiritual growth and to live out the “Marist Presence,” which is a significant aspect of our spirituality.

Christmas began with the four-day Advent retreat at the serene pasture retreat house of the Good Shepherd Sisters. 
The theme of the advent retreat was “AWAKE” or “AWARENESS”. It was run by Bro. Kikko and Bro. Real. They brought 
to us many important inputs for our spiritual awareness of Christmas and to receive the sacrament of 
reconciliation at the end of the retreat. Right away after the retreat, we started to decorate our community for 
Christmas. It was a chance for our novices to work together as an international community. The novices have 
learned to dialogue with each other in deciding on decoration themes and how to show the culture of each country.
Besides the celebration of the community, we practiced the “Marist Presence” by accepting and attending many 
invitations from other congregations and parishes, e.g. The carol singing in many languages in Tudella parish, 
Marist’s meal on Christmas day with Marcellin Nivasa community (the provincial house of the South Asia Province), 
Christmas Carols of Marist Stella College, the Christmas concert of “Franciscan Poornodaya," and the prizegiving of 
the English Medium Sunday school of Ekala parish.
This Christmas was a grace time for novices to experience Christmas in another culture and also practice being 
present as a Marist among people. It was a time to nourish our souls and welcome baby Jesus into our hearts.



Community Outing to Trincomalee by Bomes Tukana



World Day of Consecrated Life
2nd Feb.  by  Shohel Costa



Iconography Workshop
Bro. Quoc Coung  fms



Lenten Reflection 
at Novitiate 

by Prathap 
Ranasinghe



First Profession!
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